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NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY ON 27th OCTOBER 2020 AT 1900 
 

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]  
 
PRESENT 
 
 Cllrs McMahon (Chairman), Collins, Evans, Henson (until 21:40), Kemp, Purvis, Thomas (from 19:25), 
Wheeler & Wright. 
 Mr Crighton (Clerk), 1 member of the public 
    
5329 APOLOGIES   None    
 
5330 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   None  
    
5331 DISPENSATION REQUESTS     None  
 
5332 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 29 SEPTEMBER 2020 
  

It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record and arrangements were made for them to be 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
5333 CLERK’S REPORTS 
 
 5333.1 It was reported that Cllrs Henson and Kemp had registered for a “Being A Better Councillor”  

course 
 
5334 MATTERS ARISING    None   
 
5335 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR PATRICK MOLYNEUX  No report 
 
5336 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR DAVID WHEELER 
 
 Cllr Wheeler reported: 
 

• The difficulties the District Council was experiencing with virtual meetings; the last full council meeting 
lasting 4 hours. 

• The housing allocation which is proposing the majority of development to be in existing centres but with 
the possibility of a new village of 2000 properties in the Churcham / Minsterworth area. 

 
5337 REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCILLORS AND COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 
 
 5337.1 Cllr McMahon had logged 6 moto-cross events since 6 June plus 2 more on successive days  

recently.  It was confirmed that before a “change of use of the land” planning permission was  
required, the limit of 28 events in a 12 month period would have to be exceeded. It was agreed  
that all members would report events to Cllr McMahon & Henson to compile a full 12 month  
record. 

 
 5337.2 Cllr Purvis reported attending a Halls Charity meeting at which a number of grants were agreed. 
 
 5337.3 Cllr Purvis reminded the meeting of the forthcoming Remembrance Day and hoped the Parish  

Council would fund a wreath for each village event, as previously. 
  
[Cllr Thomas joined the meeting at 19:25] 
 
 5337.5 Cllr Kemp suggested supplying and erecting a Christmas tree in each of the three villages (it  

was then reported that Redbrook does this every year).  It was resolved to purchase a tree for  
Clearwell and one for Newland to a maximum total cost of £500. 
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5338 PUBLIC QUESTIONS    None   
 
5339 PLANNING – CLEARWELL FARM APPLICATION 
 

5339.1 It was reported that during the COVID situation speakers (against an application) were limited 
to 1 from the Parish Council and 1 other.  It was agreed that the Clerk would represent the Parish Council, and 
Jonathon Wright would be asked to act as the second objector.  Presentations had to be submitted in writing, 
with a maximum of 450 words.  It was pointed out that anyone else was entitled to send written views but that 
these would not be read out at the planning committee meeting. 

 
5339.2 It was noted that a further objection had been sent by the Parish Council based on the most 

recent Biocensus report. 
 

5340 FINANCE 
 

5340.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:  it was resolved to pay the following accounts, (authority: 
Localism Act 2011 s.1), to be authorised by Cllrs McMahon & Wright. 
 

BACS 
ref 

Payee Purpose Amount VAT Payment 
value 

20/048 RSK Biocensus Further ecological report – Clearwell Farm 360.00  360.00 

20/049 B Hilary Handyman 2/9/20-12/10/20 86.10  86.10 

20/050 R S Crighton Zoom sub 14/10/20-13/11/20 14.39  14.39 

  TOTALS 460.49  460.49 

 
5340.2 INCOME RECEIVED TO DATE:  £31490.00 (increase of £360 contribution to Biocensus report  

+ £13277.50 second tranche of precept) 
 
5340.3 GRANT AWARDING POLICY 

 
  It was agreed that as the policy was reviewed in 2019, no further review was due until 2023.   
 
 5340.4 GRANT APPLICATION 
 
  It was resolved to award a grant of £200 towards the cost of 4 Redbrook children attending a  
  Girl guiding event in Switzerland in 2021.  
 

5340.5 BUDGET 2021/22 
 
 The first draft budget was considered.  A revised second draft would be presented to the next  

meeting incorporating capital expenditure on village gateways and a revised precept. 
 
5340.6 HANDYMAN EQUIPMENT 
 
 The request to make a contribution towards a strimmer to be purchased and owned by the  

handyman was deferred pending enquiries as to how this may affect his “contractor” status. 
 

5341 HIGHWAYS 
 
 5341.1 VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGN (VAS) 
 
  Cllr Henson reported having downloaded the data from the first location (top of Clearwell High 
Street).  It was agreed that the High Street and Church Road sites were not ideal.  Data was analysed by Cllr 
Collins and to be copied to the Clerk for retention.  The Clerk was asked to contact Brian Watkins re installing 
the 4th post in Clearwell, why the preferred location at Council Villas was not used, and when the two posts at 
the northern end of Redbrook would be installed. 
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 5341.2 LOCATION ROTA FOR THE VAS 
 
  Bearing in mind planned road closures it was agreed that Redbrook would have the sign during  

November and Newland during December (Cllr Henson to liaise with the handyman). 
 
 5341.3  it was reported that complaints had been received about the planned closure of the road from 

the Swanpool to Upper Redbrook from 2 – 27 November and the additional difficulties presented  
by the ‘closure’ of Wales under COVID conditions.  It was reported that Brian Watkins had been 
made aware of the inconvenience this would cause. 

 
5342 QUARRYING 
 
 5342.1 The report of the meeting on 12 October to discuss the response by GCC to the Parish Council’s 
formal complaint had been circulated.  It was agreed that the Clerk would draft a final Stage 2 letter for approval 
at the November meeting.  
 
 5342.2 The notes from the informal meeting with Breedon Southern Ltd on 15 October had been 
circulated.  It was mutually agreed that there was desire for a positive future relationship. 
 

5342.3 It was resolved that the Council’s representatives on the Clearwell Quarry Liaison Group would 
be Cllrs Evans, Wright, Purvis and the Clerk.  

 
5342.4 It was resolved to remove all references to the Council’s objection to the recently approved 

planning permission from the website and other media, and start with a ‘clean sheet’.  It was felt that the 
Council’s response to any future planning application would be more effective with a new campaign.  The 
question was asked “do residents object to any further expansion of the quarry?”; this could be established by 
way of a questionnaire which could be incorporated in the next newsletter, or an on-line survey, 
 
5343 AFFORDABLE HOUSING / EXCEPTION SITES 
 
 It was reported that a potential site had been identified in Clearwell and the Clerk was asked to contact 
the FODDC Housing Officer to discuss the way forward. 
 
 Concern was expressed at the number of second / holiday homes in Clearwell – this to be an agenda 
item for the next meeting. 
 
5344 CLIMATE EMERGENCY 
 
 It was proposed by Cllr Purvis  “That the resolutions passed at the February 2020 meeting (minute 
5178) be rescinded and replaced with:  
 
“That Newland Parish Council recognises that there is evidence of climate change which may or may not be 
attributable to normal long-term cyclical climatic variations, and also acknowledges that there are compelling 
arguments nationally and internationally both for and against whether or not this change constitutes an 
emergency. 
 
“Newland Parish Council will identify opportunities within the parish which could be considered to combat climate 
change and will take action, where this is considered appropriate.  Newland Parish Council will remain mindful 
of the stance taken both by FODDC and GCC and will work to complement policies of those authorities where 
that is practical.” 
 
 The motion was defeated, thus the original resolution stands.  
 
5345  E-MAILING LIST 
 
 The Clerk explained that this list of “subscribers” had been built up over several years.  All those on the 
list had given their written permission for their data to be held, and the emails were sent in compliance with 
General Data Protection Regulations.  The information sent included meeting agendas, draft minutes, 
information about local road closures and matters considered of general interest.  Cllr Wheeler commented that 



Newland Parish Council meeting – 27 October 2020 
Minutes 5329– 5354 

C:\Users\NPC\Documents\Minutes\Minutes 2020\word\Mins full 2020 10 27.docx   Page 4 
 

Signed, Chairman...........................................................24/11/2020 

communication with the public was a good thing and that favourable comments had been received from 
individuals. 
 
5346 PROJECTS 
 
 It was agreed that the following projects would be considered: 
 
 1 Village gateways  
 2 Enhancements of Bream Avenue & undergrowth clearance  
 3 Annual parish award  
 4 Provision of visitor car park in Newland  
 5 Methods of prevention of motor vehicles accessing the Burial Path . It was reported that a Vehicle 

Prohibition Order was being considered by Gloucestershire Highways, and a suggestion that  
this could be extended to Coxbury, Wyegate and Rookery Lanes. 

 
5347 INFORMAL MEETING TO DISCUSS ROLES  
 
 (There were no public in the meeting from this point of the meeting on). 
 
 The notes from this meeting had been circulated.  
 
5348 FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
 5348.1 It was reported that broadband could be installed in Clearwell Memorial Hall for £30 / month and 
that the hall Chairman was agreeable to that.  No decision was made. 
 
 5348.2 It was resolved that future virtual meetings would be limited to 2 hours duration.  At 21:00 the 
meeting would resolve either to suspend the meeting to a future date, or complete all remaining business within 
a few minutes.  Thus, two dates would be agreed for every meeting with the second one only being required if 
business could not be completed in 2 hours. 
 
5349 MINOR MATTERS 1 
 
 5349.1 It was resolved to remove recordings of all meetings from YouTube when the recording of the 
latest meeting was uploaded.  
 
 5349.2 Cllr Henson expressed his objection to “oblique aside comments” being made during his reports.   
 
[Cllr Henson left the meeting at 21:40] 
 
The meeting was suspended at 21:43, to be reconvened on Tuesday 3 November at 19:00 
 

 
The meeting reconvened on 3 November 2020 at 19:00 
 
PRESENT 
 
 Cllrs McMahon (Chairman), Collins (from 19:02), Evans, Henson (from 19:05), Kemp, Wheeler & Wright. 
 Mr Crighton (Clerk). 
 Cllrs Purvis and Thomas apologised for not being able to re-join the meeting 
    
5350 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 5350.1 FODDC: re possible funding for work on Clearwell Mortuary Chapel. It was agreed to ask Tony 

Gwynne (Senior Divisional Building Control Surveyor – FODDC) to obtain a quote for  
emergency repairs for consideration by the Parish Council.  It was felt that the building was 
worthy of retention and that a group might be formed to move any project forward.  It was 
suggested that Rev Wearmouth, Rev Bick and Kate Biggs of the Forest of Dean Building 
Preservation Trust might wish to be involved. No commitment was given to assist; it being 
considered crucial that a long term plan be in place for the restoration of the building, along 
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with consideration of future ownership and on-going maintenance.   
5350.2 Community Speed Watch to identify personnel responsible. Cllr Henson to respond to the 
             email of 2 August.  Any resident of the parish wishing to be involved to contact Cllr Henson 
5350.3 FODDC: Local Plan Preferred Options consultation, closes 17/12/2020, subsequently  

extended until  29/1/2021 
5350.4 Forest Voluntary Action Forum: invitation to AGM 19/11/20 @ 1400 via Zoom 

 
5351 MINOR MATTERS 2 
 
 5351.1  Wreaths for Remembrance Day had been supplied to each village, Royal British Legion to  

invoice £75 
  
5352 PUBLIC COMMENT   No public present 
  
5353 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
 Nov – prepare second draft budget 
 Nov – second / holiday homes 
 Nov – consider forming committees for Climate Change, Planning and Finance 
 Jan – finalise budget and agree precept 
 
 Invite planning officer to talk about policies in general (not at a Council meeting) 
 
5354 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS  
 
 NB The locations may need to be changed at short notice to, for example, virtual meetings in the light 
of current government guidelines and the availability of halls. 
 

Date* Time Meeting Venue 

24 Nov 1900 Monthly Council Meeting Virtual 

1 Dec 1900 Continuation of previous 
meeting (if required) 

Virtual 

26 Jan 1900 Monthly Council Meeting tba 

2 Feb 1900 Continuation of previous 
meeting (if required) 

tba 

23 Feb 1900 Monthly Council Meeting tba 

2 Mar 1900 Continuation of previous 
meeting (if required) 

tba 

30 Mar 1900 Monthly Council Meeting tba 

6 Apr 1900 Continuation of previous 
meeting (if required) 

tba 

13 Apr 1900 Annual Parish Meeting tba 

27 Apr 1900 Monthly Council Meeting tba 

4 May 1900 Continuation of previous 
meeting (if required) 

tba 

25 May 1900 Annual Council Meeting tba 

1 Jun 1900 Continuation of previous 
meeting (if required) 

tba 

29 Jun 1900 Monthly Council Meeting tba 

6 Jul 1900 Continuation of previous 
meeting (if required) 

tba 

27 Jul 1900 Monthly Council Meeting tba 

3 Aug 1900 Continuation of previous 
meeting (if required) 

tba 

28 Sep 1900 Monthly Council Meeting tba 

5 Oct 1900 Continuation of previous 
meeting (if required) 

tba 

26 Oct 1900 Monthly Council Meeting tba 
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2 Nov 1900 Continuation of previous 
meeting (if required) 

tba 

                   
30 Nov 

1900 Monthly Council Meeting tba 

7 Dec 1900 Continuation of previous 
meeting (if required) 

tba 

 
 * Last date for submission of: 

• agenda items – 8 days before meeting (Monday of previous week) 

• written reports – 5 days before meeting (Thursday of previous week) 

• written dispensation requests – 3 days before meeting (Friday of previous week)   
 

Rota for undertaking in-house checks prior to these meetings, please arrive by 1830: 
 
26 Jan: Cllrs Wright & Thomas 
27 Apr: Cllrs Wheeler & Collins 
27 Jul:  Cllrs Evans & Kemp 
30 Nov:  Cllrs Henson & McMahon 
 

 
The meeting closed at 19:32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


