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NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL ON 12th APRIL 2022 AT 19:00 

 
[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]  

 
PRESENT 
 
 Chairman: Cllr P McMahon  

Clerk: Mr R S Crighton  
 
10 members of the public (which includes District and Parish Councillors) 

 
1 APOLOGIES    
 
 Cllrs Thomas & Kemp, NW Gloucestershire Citizens Advice Bureau  
 
2 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING HELD, VIRTUALLY, 4 MAY 2021  
 
 The minutes of the meeting were read to the meeting; it was resolved that they approved as a true 
record and they were signed by the Chairman. 
 
3 MATTERS ARISING   None 
 
4 REPORTS (*A copy of each report which was provided is attached to the signed copy of these minutes.) 
 
 4.1 *PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
 
 4.2 *PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
 
 4.3 *COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT     
 
 4.4 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
  Cllr Wheeler reported: 

• The negative effect of COVID on the FODDC staff and the quality of service provided for 
residents. 

• Planning Enforcement 

• Housing and homelessness and refuse collection enquiries 

• Balanced budget set for 2022/23 to include the appointment of a grants funding officer. 
 

In answer to questions: 

• Staff are ‘drifting back’ to working in the office rather than from home 

• Consideration has been given to using spare office space to house Ukrainian refugees or for 
businesses to rent. 

 
Comment: 

• How can  increases in Council Tax be justified when services have been reduced? 
 

 
 4.5 SEVERN AREA RESCUE ASSOCIATION 
 
  Richard Newhouse, the association’s fund raising officer reported on activity over the previous 

12 months: 

• SARA has 7 stations with 200 volunteers and is grateful for the continuing support from the 
Parish Council.  The association is funded by grants and some Government money. 

• Over the last 12 months there have been 38 incident involving lifeboats, 22 inland water 
rescues, 55 land searches, 3 casualty evacuations and 4 rope rescues. 
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 4.6 *FOREST SENSORY SERVICE 
 
 4.7 *POLICE 
 
  In answer to a question it was established that there were currently no Neighbourhood Watch  

schemes in the Clearwell, Newland or Redbrook. 
 

 4.8 *FRIENDS OF NEWLAND CHURCH 
 
 4.9 *NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM 
 
 4.10 *REDBROOK VILLAGE TRUST 
 
 4.11 *CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND 
 
 4.12 *FOREST OF DEAN HEALTH FORUM 
 
 4.13 *CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL 
 
  In answer to a question it was stated that the committee were reluctant to spend the 

approximately £20,000 in the accounts on repairs etc to the hall; rather it would be used to 
replace hiring income. 

 
 4.14 WYEDEAN TOURISM 
 
  Tanya Somerset reported that she had been appointed to the board; Helen O’Kane was  

standing down as Chairman.  It was estimated it would take 5 years for the tourism industry to  
recover to pre-pandemic levels. 
 
Comment: 

• How does the encouragement of tourism ‘sit’ with the increasing problem of second / holiday 
homes? 

 
 4.15 REDBROOK MILLENNIUM GREEN TRUST 
 
  Alan Purvis reported that the green was opened in 2000, it is a community run facility costing 

£3-4k / year to maintain, this being funded by 3 events a year.  There are currently funds in the 
bank to cover 10 years costs.  New members were needed to bring fresh ideas 

 
 4.16 * REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
 
5 PARISHIONERS QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 
 
 5.1 Sarah Kemp asked if the schools in the parish had been invited to the meeting; she was advised 

that they had been but neither had responded. 
 5.2 Sarah Kemp asked if consideration could be given to identifying the postal address of those  

residents on the emailing list, to reduce the number and cost of producing printed copies of the  
newsletters. 

 5.3 Julia Brindley commented that there were residents with ambitions to bring the facilities on Clearwell  
Recreation Ground up to date but that there were issues with fund raising. 

 5.4 Julia Brindley expressed the view that the Parish Council, as the landowner of Clearwell Recreation 
Ground should take full responsibility for grass cutting beyond 2022 and all equipment 
maintenance. 
 

 It was agreed that members of the Recreation Ground Committee should meet members of the Parish  
Council to discuss the possible amendment of the Recreation Ground Management Committee’s 
constitution.  It was important that a Councillor from each of the three villages should be part of that  
discussion. 
 
5.5 Alan Purvis applauded the Parish Council for the work it was doing with the Vehicle Activated Sign 
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and how effective it was in reducing traffic speed. 
  
6 NOTE 
 
 The following groups / organisations were invited to report to the meeting but failed to respond: 
 
 Clearwell school 
 Redbrook school 
 Redbrook Angling Club 
 Redbrook Rovers AFC 
 Redbrook Contact Group 
  
The meeting closed at 21:05 



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL 2021/2022 

 
Firstly, can I start by reporting the tragic passing of Cllr Chris Park, who had served on the PC for around 
6 months.   He had already made a favourable impression with his fellow councillors, in the very short 
time he was with us, and clearly had a great deal to offer his parishioners.    He will be very much 
missed. 
 
Also many thanks to Lorna Collins for her 18 month stint, and due to work commitments, she had to 
stand down.    Again, a real loss to this council 
 
The last 12 months have not been without its difficulties, in the main due to the government restrictions, 
and the inability to plan clearly for any real amount of time.   Zoom meetings were held for PC meetings 
up until June 2021, when we had our first face to face council meeting for 18 months.   Government 
restrictions meant that we were unable to pursue any planned works or events, and what we did do was 
in a limited fashion. 
 
However, we did manage to undertake some initiatives, and these included setting up Speed signs, on 
a regular basis, throughout the 3 villages.   Feedback from the analysis shows that Redbrook has a 
constant problem with speeding, and nearly 85% of all motorists were doing in excess of the permitted 
limit. 
 
This information has been passed on to the Police, and we are hoping that a speed enforcement team 
will station themselves on that road in Redbrook in the foreseeable future, and hopefully, thereafter, 
intermittently? 
 
Newland and Clearwell, did have a small percentage of motorist who exceeded speed limits.  We are 
trying to slow speed through our villages, and have posted '20 is plenty signs', which we hope will have 
some effect. 
 
Further works in hand include, village gateways and village signs.   A proposed local Footpath group is 
being led by Cllr Jon Kemp, who aims to highlight various local tracks, which can be easily followed by 
walkers, and may include information points, throughout the walks. 
 
Cllrs Richard Henson and Bill Evans are heading up our own Climate Emergency working group, and 
we hope that one of the initiatives put forward, will be the setting up of allotments on an area of the 
Recreation grounds - watch this space. 
 
We were gifted a variety of tree saplings, which have been distributed through the parish, and these 
included some oak saplings. 
 
We have had various local authority officers/agencies who did attend our monthly PC meetings, and 
these have included the new GCC Highway's manager, Stuart Budd, who made a presentation in 
September  2021.   Clive Reynolds of FoDDC Planning also attended a PC meeting in October 2021, 
in Newland, and this was well attended by members of the community.   In September 2021, we had 2 
local PCSO's who gave a presentation regarding local policing. 
 
We look forward to various events over the next 12 months, and none more so than the Queens 
Platinum Jubilee events, which I know are being planned in all the villages at this time.   I would hope 
you can all support these local events, which hard working members of the community, together with 
local councillors, do make them so enjoyable and memorable. 
Children from the ages of 0-18 years will be presented with a commemorative souvenir of the 
occasion.   Contact your local village halls/room and councillors for further details. 
 
I would like to thank my fellow councillors for all their hard work and commitment, which helps us all to 
live enjoyable and peaceful lives.   They are Bill Evans, Alan Purvis, Dave Wright, Dave Wheeler, 
Richard Henson, Anwen Thomas and Jon Kemp, and most recently June Davies.  
 
Further thanks to our District Councillor Dave Wheeler and our County Councillor Chris McFarling for 
their ongoing support. 
 



Finally, to our clerk Richard Crighton, whose diligence and passion for our community, ensure we all 
benefit from his excellence.   Many thanks. 
 
If you have a group which requires funding then please read the Newland Parish website, were details 
can be found on how to apply for them.   Funding is limited.   Further funding may also be sought 
through our local DC and CC. 
 
I hope you all have a very pleasant spring and summer. 

 

P MCMAHON 

CHAIRMAN 

 

 



ANNUAL REPORT OF NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL 2021/22 

 

It was with great relief that after many months of virtual meetings we were able to revert to 

meeting in person in June. 

 

PLANNING 

 

The Parish Council considered 33 planning applications during the past 12 months, some a 

little more controversial than others,  as well as a premises licence application for Stockwood, 

Clearwell. 

 

We are all aware that the permission for the expansion of Stowe Hill quarry was permitted in 

the previous year, but the 80+ conditions require the company to undertake a vast amount of 

research and work before the new area may be quarried.  Late in 2021 the supply of aggregate 

in the quarry was exhausted and there is currently no extraction – and there is unlikely to be 

for 4 or 5 years minimum.  The Ready Mixed Concrete plant in Clearwell quarry is operating 

by the import of materials from elsewhere. 

 

The Clearwell Farm unauthorised development which was refused by FODDC was successfully 

appealed by Hays Farms Ltd in June. 

 

A number of cases of unauthorised development have been reported to FODDC.  Perhaps this 

would be a timely reminder that if your property is in a Conservation Area there are limited 

opportunities to undertake work to buildings or trees without planning consent.  Similarly, 

with Listed Buildings, there are even more stringent rules to abide by. 

 

 

HIGHWAYS & TRAFFIC 

 

 

 

In June Gloucestershire Highways agreed to Prohibition of Driving Orders on 4 ‘Green Lanes’ 

in the parish to stop the continued destruction of them by 4x4 vehicles and motorcycles.  The 

approximate £10,000 cost will be financed one third each from Gloucestershire Highways, 

our County Councillors highways budget and the Parish Council.  As of today, 9 months later, 

and despite urgent requests from the Parish Council, we are aware that some progress is 

being made through the legal morass! 

 

We continue to flag up dangerous potholes and are pleased to note the resurfacing of the 

road between Scatterford and Newland.  Potholes can be reported, rather than to the Parish 

Council, to GCC on this website:  

 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/roads/your-highways-report-it/ 

 

Our Vehicles Activated Sign (VAS) is moved each month to a new location, but concentrating 

where the most serious speeding problems are.  The data is sent to Coleford police who say 

they will undertake camera speed checks when they can.  We are intending to re-locate some 

of the poles which the VAS is fixed to, but again are dependent on the highways department 

on achieving this.  The VAS data is published on the website. 

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/roads/your-highways-report-it/


 

We are considering installing village gateways where this is possible, but many approach roads 

to the villages in the parish are not suitable. 

 

We are intending to investigate the feasibility of restoring some of the old milestones in the 

parish and are in contact with the Milestone Society who offer a wealth of advice and 

information. 

 

We have supported the Countywide initiative for a blanket 20 mph speed limit through 

villages. 

 

FOOTWAYS AND FOOTPATHS 

 

Dog fouling of footways continues to be an issue in certain areas – despite new signage and 

stencilling by FODDC Street Wardens.  The refusal by dog owners to bag up their dog’s mess 

AND take it home and dispose of it properly is totally unacceptable, anti-social and illegal.  If 

you are spotted you will be reported and can expect a hefty fine.  

 

It is hoped to form a footpath group, comprising residents who wish to see our footpaths 

maintained to a reasonable standard and perhaps devise some circular walking routes to be 

published in a leaflet.  We are in contact with Staunton Parish Council who have similar aims.  

If you are interested in becoming involved please contact Cllr Jon Kemp. 

 

FLOODING 

 

We have acquired a number of flood prevention kits and if these are needed please contact 

one of our Flood Wardens (see Councillor list later in this newsletter). 

 

Flooding in parts of Newland, exacerbated to some degree by unauthorised development, is 

an ongoing issue which led to a residents group complaining to FODDC for lack of action in 

resolving it.  The Parish Council supported the group by issuing a formal complaint to FODDC 

on their behalf; the basis of the group’s complaint has been satisfied and both complaints 

withdrawn. 

 

FINANCE 

 

 

 

 

The restrictions imposed by COVID over the last couple of years have curtailed some of our 

planned projects, thus the funds we budgeted for them remain in the bank.  Hopefully we will 

progress these over the next council year.  The details of the year’s transactions are on pages 

5 – 9 of this report. 

 

 

CLIMATE ACTION WORKING GROUP 

 

The group which comprises Councillors and residents have held a couple of events under the 

theme of “reduce, reuse, repair”; the next event is on 7 May in Clearwell – please contact Cllr 

Richard Henson for details. 



 

 

CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND 

 

The land is owned by the Parish Council and managed by the Management Committee.  The 

play equipment installed some 15 years ago is now reaching the stage where repairs or 

replacements are required – and that costs money.  The Management Committee make every 

effort to raise funds but the opportunities are few and so the Parish Council has proposed a 

financial collaboration with the committee to joint fund major projects and assume 

responsibility for grass cutting for the 2021 and 2022 seasons. 

 

OTHER MATTERS 

 

We have been in contact with Clearwell Castle over residents’ concerns about disturbances 

late at night. 

 

We have distributed replacement saplings to replace trees affected by Ash Dieback (although 

‘Ash’ turned out to be Hawthorn and Crab Apple!)  

 

We meet twice a year with Breedon’s to discuss what’s going on at Clearwell and Stowe Hill 

quarries – thankfully, not much at present. 

 

We‘re looking to provide lids for the salt and grit bins. 

 

The Parish Emergency Plan is currently being updated. 

 

We are researching the issue of second / holiday homes and learning of experiences in other 

parts of the country. 

 

The issue of cross-border (England / Wales) hospital and ambulance services has come to the 

fore again and we are seeking help from various County Councillors in finding a solution. 

 

Councillors have attended formal training courses and an ‘in-house’ training session in April. 

 

We welcomed Tamsin Sagar (Forestry England), Clive Reynolds (Head of Planning at FODDC) 

and Stuart Budd (newly appointed Local Area Highways Manager and our two PCSOs to our 

meetings. 

 

We continue to monitor moto-cross events in Clearwell to ensure they are not in excess of the 

number of events permitted. 

 

We are considering a gift to every child in the parish to commemorate the Queens Platinum 

Jubilee in June. 

 

COUNCILLORS 

 

We were sorry to lose Lorna Collins through pressure of her work, and welcomed Chris Park 

from Redbook to the Council last September to fill the vacancy, however, we were all devasted 

to hear of his sudden death in February.  We thank him for the humour and insight which he 

brough to the few meetings he was able to attend, and we offer our sincere condolences to 

Linda and the family for their loss. 

 

The vacancy thus created was filled by the co-option of June Davies in March, and we welcome 

her to the council and look forward to her involvement. 

 

Next year will be the final of the four years of this council; elections for a new council will be 

held in May 2023. 

 

INFORMATION DISSEMINATION 



 

We continue to keep residents informed of matters of interest both by Facebook and an 

emailing list – now comprising around 150 names.  To be added to the list please email the 

Clerk with the message “Please add my name and contact details to your email address book”.  

You may withdraw that permission at any time; it will be actioned immediately and without 

question. 

 
REPRESENTATION 

The Parish Council is represented on 8 outside organisations:   

• Bells Foundation 

• Hall’s Charity 

• Stowfield Quarry Liaison Group 

• Clearwell Quarry Liaison Group 

• Coleford Area Partnership 

• Forest of Dean Health Forum 

• Clearwell Recreation Ground Committee 

• Forest of Dean District Council Parish & Towns Liaison Group 

The Clerk is an Independent member of the District Council Standards Board. 

 

COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 

Our thanks, as ever, go to our County Councillor Chris McFarling and District Councillor David 

Wheeler for their interest in our activities and assistance with issues which are the 

responsibility of their respective higher authorities. 



County Councillor report to Newland Parish Council 
 
My apologies for missing your APM. I’ve listed a few points of interest for you here 
and am happy to respond to  questions or issues you think I can help with. 
 
20mph 
The County Council has decided not to support the default roll out of 20mph speed 
limits on residential roads where people and vehicles mix. Introducing speed 
restriction measures will continue to need evidencing to support the effectiveness of 
schemes and their enforcement. A Road Safety Forum has been created which will 
consider issues including 20mph schemes and their cost effectiveness. 
 
Ukrainian Refugees 
The flow of Ukrainian refugees or guests into the County is beginning to pick up 
though the complex immigration process and slow delivery of visas has not helped 
facilitate the moves. 
The County Council website has much information to help those who wish to 
sponsor and accommodate guests in their homes and I would encourage those who 
think that they can help to contact the relevant authorities and register their 
interest. 
 
Flood risk in Newland 
I am trying to help clarify responsibilities and relationships over the flood risk in 
Newland. I continue to work with district councillor wheeler to seek resolutions and 
positive solutions to reducing the flood risk in this area and gain greater 
understanding of how we can best work together to address the challenge. 
 
Highways Local Fund 
The fund has been renewed again this year and I would ask that the PC to list any 
projects they wish me to support in order to bring forward works in a more timely 
manner. I could share about £4- £5k for highways work including footpaths in the 
parish.. 
 
Climate Leadership Gloucestershire 

I am a member of this group, which includes representatives from each district and 
borough council, the county council, the police and the care commissioning group. 
The group meets every 6 weeks or so to consider how Gloucestershire can  reduce 
its carbon emissions strategically in line with its targets for net zero. The 
recommendations made by this group will influence policy and budgets, enabling 
everyone to contribute towards a safer climate for the future. 
 
With kind regards, County Cllr Chris McFarling, Sedbury Division.             12/04/22 



Newland Parish council report 

Forest Sensory services continued to operate throughout covid with its ‘One stop Help shop’. The 

total disarray of normal services meant that visually impaired people found their usual sources of 

help unavailable and we stepped in to find that help in other places. Everything from mouse catching 

to ensuring a supply of brazil nut chocolates.  

Our summer trips went ahead as usual but we were very picky about what we did and how we did it 

to avoid risk to this vulnerable group of people. In September we reopened our classes:- balance, IT, 

handbells, craft, reading and lunch club. Several new groups - Our Working age Leisure Support 

group saw us horseriding, canoeing, walking and visiting summer shows. Plans are in place for a 

gardening group in spring 2022, a diabetic support group and the reintroduction of our roadshow 

outreach group coming to Lydney, Bream, Coleford, Newent, Sedbury and Cinderford. 

Our independent Living shop continues to sell equipment to assist those who are less able with aids. 

We have been instrumental in the planning of a sensory trail coming to the aroboretium and will 

continue to support with guiders. 

We continue to be a NHS provider for eye services in the Forest of Dean and have just secured 

funding to bring the magnifier element of the  low vision clinic into the Forest to cut down trips for 

people into Gloucester. 

We will in May 2022 be providing a course alongside RNIB for those newly diagnosed with sight loss. 

This will be an online project allowing participation locally and from across Gloucestershire. 

In this Jubilee year we will be running a project called Crowning Glory which will talk to people about 

their dreams and see if we can help to make them a reality. Of course we will also be holding a 

Jubilee party with our members providing music and showing off their talents.  

We will be turning an unused piece of land at our premised into a garden for us all to enjoy.  

2022 looks like it is going to be an exciting year and our main objective will be to tell the people of 

the Forest about our services so that they can use them to full advantage.  

 

Thank you for your support 

The Trustees Forest Sensory Services 

 

 





FRIENDS OF NEWLAND CHURCH REPORT 2022 
 
Dear Richard, 
  
Thank you for the invitation to the annual meeting, which I am unable to attend, but 
please find below a short update: 
  
The Friends of the ‘Cathedral of the Forest’ have continued with our work to support 
the Parochial Church Council in the maintenance and conservation of the 
church.  Over the last year, various projects have been undertaken, amongst which 
is the conservation of The Reredos by Eleonor Fortescue-Brickdale and re-pointing 
and plastering work needed before it could be re-hung.  The conservation work was 
undertaken by Valentine Walsh, we are very grateful to the Sabrina Sutherland Trust 
and the Heritage Lottery Fund  There has also been some work done by the stain 
glass conservator Jim Budd to repair some of the windows in need of attention which 
was supported by the Heritage Lottery fund.  
  
We have also commissioned a Heat Sustainability Report, which will help us to 
decide how we might go about heating the church in an environmentally and 
sustainable way.  We are also working on the restoration of the war memorial inside 
the church.  The most recent project is the installation of an audio system (including 
a loop) and this has already been of huge benefit to the church, making it possible to 
hear the spoken word much more easily than before!  We are enormously grateful to 
the Parish Council for their generous donation towards this project. 
  
The above is only a short flavour of some of the projects we have undertaken and 
will be working on, there are many more plans and ideas in the pipeline and we 
continue to work with the local community and beyond to ensure that this beautiful 
and cherished church remains open for both spiritual use and the many people 
(averaging about 17,000) who visit every year. 
  
With best wishes, 
Bea. 
Chair 
 



 ANNUAL REPORT TO NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL FOR 2021 
 

2021 continued to be a challenging year for Newland Village Room, in common with other village 
halls. The Room was not used for a village gathering until 15 October 2021 and only then with 
restricted numbers and precautions being taken. This inevitably resulted in a reduction in the usual 
sources of income: private hire was down to 35% of the 2019 figure, event ticket income was down 
to 19% of the 2019 figure and bar profits were accordingly greatly reduced. 
 
The Trustees and Committee members were determined that, despite the restrictions imposed by 
the virus, Newlanders would continue to get together, albeit virtually. Also, as the Room was not being 
used for all but the last couple of months of the year, the time would be employed to make much 
needed improvements to the building and its facilities. These improvements would be possible thanks 
to the generosity of the Parish Council, Government Covid grants, a grant from GCC and the 
subscriptions of 100 Club participants. 
 
During 2021, a new infrared remotely controllable heating system was fitted, new hygienic flooring 
was laid in the kitchen, loo and back room, new double-glazed aluminium windows were installed, 
the overhead lighting was upgraded to LEDs, and additional plug sockets fitted. The wooden floor, 
previously attacked by ingress of flood water, was sanded and revarnish and the “team” joined 
together to redecorate entrance and kitchen, back room and loo. The usefulness of the kitchen has 
been much improved by the addition of a range cooker and new fridge, financed for by a grant from 
GCC. This enabled us to move the fridge freezer to the back room, and together with a new freezer, 
create a useful secondary kitchen. Smart new cupboards for storage of glasses completed the 
renovation.  
 
The Village Room was pleased to receive community status from Gigaclear, and fibre has increased 
the possible uses of the Room as well as enabling the heating to be controlled remotely. 
 
Meeting up was a real problem in 2021, and many were feeling isolated so Zoom was embraced to 
ensure that the village could continue to socialise. In consecutive months, cheese and wine, cheese 
and beer and cheese and cider tastings were held with one of the villagers collecting the tastings and 
distributing them around the village in a hand drawn cart. The 100 club draw continued to be held on 
a monthly basis and was broadcast on Zoom or on the Newland Facebook page. Social media enabled 
us to keep in touch. 
 
Finally, the lifting of some restrictions allowed us to organise the hog roast which took place on 
Rookery campsite on the south end of the village. The erection of a marquee, and transportation of 
tables and chairs, portaloos and copious bunting created a festive scene and around 70 attended. 
 



On 15 October, we were finally back in the Village Room for a pop-up bar and 100 club, then in 
December, a quiz and casserole evening was held. 
 
It wasn’t until November that we were able to start taking general public bookings, and 2 yoga 
workshops were held over consecutive weekends. In December, Karen Sullivan ran some very popular 
wreath and garland making workshops. 
 
We were pleased to welcome back the Parish Council in September, and the Book Club and Ladybirds 
followed suit.  
 
Our accounts for our AGM have not yet been finalised, but as of the time of writing this report, the 
Newland Village Room holds £21511 in the current and savings account, and £1,350 in the 100 Club 
account, some of which is prize money accruing for the April six monthly draw. 
 
2021 was a challenging year for the Village Room. We have lost some regular bookings due to the 
pandemic, and so need to culture new ones to guarantee our income. We also need to create events 
for the village which are well run and deemed safe enough for those who are still quite hesitant about 
socialising, to come and join in. Internal renovations are only halfway there, and the Committee will 
draw breath before pushing on with these. We are looking forward to a more sociable and productive 
year. 
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Forest of Dean Health Forum - Report for 2021/2022 

 

Mission Statement 

 

To raise awareness of Health and Social Care matters within the Forest of Dean in order to influence and effect 

positive change. 

 

Aim: 

• To facilitate a forum where organisations delivering Health and Social Care services and support in the 

district can inform, engage and consult with the Forest Health Forum members on what they do and how 

they do it. 

• To be a two way portal into patient and public representative bodies and into commissioning and service 

provision with Gloucestershire. 

• To encourage the development of local solutions to local health and well-being issues with the Forest of 

Dean District. 

Update 

 

Meetings Held 2021/2022 and Key Speakers 

 

We have been holding both committee and members’ meetings via Zoom since May 2021 

 

Albert Weager has continued to attend (MST or Zoom) meetings with the the A&&E Delivery Board, Ageing 

Well Programme Board, Forest Integrated Locality Partnership and the Blood Transfusion Committee. 

Community Connectors. 

Other members of the committee attend the Community Connectors Forum and other relevant Forums. 

 
2021 – 2022 

Committee members 

• Albert Weager – Chair. A&&E Delivery Board, Ageing Well Programme Board, Forest Integrated 

Locality Partnership and the Blood Transfusion Committee. Community Connectors 

• Linda Vaughan – Secretary – 30 years in NHS with 25years as a Practice Manager.  After retiring helped 

practices with computerised patient summaries. Volunteer and Driver for Forest Sensory Services, 

Community Connectors. 

• Jim Spiers – Treasurer – Chair Forest Sensory Services, Driver Bream Voluntary Car Service, Driver 

Forest Mobile Meals, Severn Valley Youth Football League Referee. 

• Di Martin - I represent the Forest of Dean District Council and Cinderford Town Council on the Forum.  

 I have served Cinderford East for 33years. I did train to teach but after suffering from a brain tumour I 

 could not carry on. After recovering I was left with disabilities so started to work as a Welfare Rights 

 advisor and was also elected as a Councillor in 1989. I am passionate about health inequalities and feel 

 the Health Forum is a great place to raise concerns and get answers about issues facing residents in the 

 Forest of Dean 

• Lynn Teague - Operations Manager for Victim Support Gloucestershire, a National Charity 

providing victims with emotional and practical help to cope and recover after a crime. Joint lead of 

victim support Mental Health network.  25 years as CEO at Cinderford CAB 

 In my leisure time I am Chair of Wesley Players pantomime and act and direct our annual 

 pantomime. 
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• Terry Hale –County councillor for Drybrook/Lydbrook Ward that covers English Bicknor, part of inderford, 

Ruardean, Ruardean Woodside, Drybrook and Lydbrook., Cabinet member for Community Forest of Dean 

District Council at Forest of Dean District Council, sitting on various committees such as Health and 

Overview Scrutiny Board and Adult social Care. 

• Sylvia Francis – West Dean Parish Council. Retired strategic economist, with considerable experience 

in both business and the voluntary sector, gained during my 35 years in West London. 

 

As you will see, our committee comes from a wide range of backgrounds and has a myriad of skills to bring 

to the forum and to the people of the Forest of Dean.  What we all have in common is a desire to get the best 

health and social care possible.  We welcome ideas and information from the public and are very grateful for 

the support we receive from our speakers. 

 
 

Recent Committee meetings: 

Jessica Bush – Youth engagement Officer from Healthwatch explained her work to engage with young people and gauge 

the feelings of young people about Health and Social care and the hard to reach groups about sexual health, drugs and 

alcohol. 

Nick Penny – Youth Association worker who is very involved with young people through various activities and targeted 

outreach such as anti-social behaviour. 

Albert Weager – Adverse child experience group. 

Di Martin  - GDASS 

Other topics included Community Connectors and the Dementia Action Alliance. 

Lydney Hospital and South Forest health needs. 

Access to GPs.  

Waiting times for orthopaedic surgery. 

Website 

Forward planning 

 

 

Full members meetings via Zoom 

 

July 2021 

Speakers : Angela Potter –Director of Strategy Glos CCG,  

Caroline Smith – Senior Manager Engagement and Inclusion 

Bren McInerney – Chair of Public Voice for the Community Nursing Plan 

Topics: 

Update and information about Forest Hospital and services FoD 

Vaccine programme 

Community services 

Transport – border patients 

Access to GPs 

Community Connectors- FVAF 

Digital pop-up in Bream 

 

September: 

Speakers: Bren Mcinerney – Community volunteer  

Topics: 

The Community Nursing Plan for England 

People and Community Advocates Forum 

Care Quality Commission Strategy 2021-2026 

Jackie Jenkins – Community Manager Forest of Dean 

Nancy Farr – Professional Head of Community Nursing 

Hannah Williams – Deputy Director of Nursing and Quality. 
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October AGM 

Speakers: 

Dino Motti – Consultant in Public Health 

Jane Horas – CCG – Ageing Well Programme 

Topics: 

The Health and Care Bill and the development of the Integrated Care System 

 

Election of Committee members and Chair 

Financial report for the year. 

 

November 

Speakers – Ingrid Barker – Chair Gloucestershire Health and Care NHS Foundation Trust 

Simeon Foreman -Trust Secretary Gloucestershire Hospitals Foundation Trust 

Topic: Both speakers talked about the value and need for public membership of the Trusts and the role of Public 

Governors. 

 

December  

Speaker – Dr Saran Braybrook 

Topic: The role of the clinical pharmacist within surgeries and other medicine’s issues. 

 

February 

Speakers: Gary Deighton – Health Delivery Lead 

Jo Edginton – Lead Practice Nurse 

Zoe Hamilton – Clinical Programme Manager – CCG 

Lin Waters – Wellbeing Support Coordinator – Diabetes 

Sarah Hughes – Dietician 

Topic: The prevention and management of Type 2 Diabetes. 

 

March 

Speakers; - Sarah Scott- Adult Social Care Director and Director of Public Health 

Becky Parish -Associate Director, Engagement and Experience 

Ellen Rule - Director of Transformation and Service Redesign  

Carole Allaway-Martin – Chair of the Health and Wellbeing Board 

Topic: The One Gloucestershire Integrated Care System which aims to improve the health and wellbeing of the 

population. 

 

 

 

The Forum continues to attract a large number of people interested in the Health and Social Care of the People of the 

Forest and we are very fortunate to have senior managers and speakers from a wide range of services who use the Forum 

as a platform for their plans and strategies.  We consult with our members about the areas that concern them and try to 

facilitate a meeting that covers their concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 





Redbrook Village Hall 
Registered Charity No: 301586 

Redbook Village Hall Trust’s Report to the 2022 Annual Parish Meeting of Newland Parish Council, prepared by the Chair, 
Kevin Rushby. 
 
 
 

Thanks 

I would like to thank the Parish Council for all the support over the last couple of difficult years, both financially and with any guidance 
over the various rule and regulations. 

Use of the Hall 

There has been a steady increase in the use of the hall since many of the restrictions have eased, however, it is clear that some 
members of the community remain uneasy about gathering indoors in a large group. Presently the use of masks and sanitising are left 
to the discretion of individuals, however, sanitisers are still available and some information remains on display. We have not seen the 
return of a couple of pre-pandemic regular users since the start of the pandemic, but have managed to acquire new ones. 

Finances 

The accounts remain healthy and we are now able to consider some further improvements. We have decided to use some of the 
remaining grant money allocated in the pandemic to offer subsidised activities as we come up with ideas, presently only the Film Club is 
free to enter, but others will be considered, particularly as personal finances are presently under increasing strain and are likely to 
remain this way for a while yet. The finances are due an audit and this is being organised. 

State of the hall. 

Most of the windows and doors have now been replaced, the hall is presently free from damp and mould. The toilets are overdue a 
refurbishment and we will endeavour to move forward with this over the next year. 

Review of the hall constitution. 

As you may be aware the hall is a charitable trust and still works to the original constitution which requires a considerable number of 
trustees including some from other organisation in the village. We now consider this too complex and cumbersome and following some 
legal guidance will review and modify this. 
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