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Newland Parish Council 
www.newlandparishcouncil.gov.uk 

www.facebook.com/newlandparishcouncil 
 

Newsletter no.43 
  February 2020 

 
New email address 
 
Please note our new address:  newland.glos.pc@gmail.com 
 
Quarrying 
 
Minerals Local Plan 
 
The Inspector’s report following the 2 day public examination was received 
in early January, it being delayed by the General Election. 
 
We were hoping that the suggestion by GCC that the whole area around 
Stowe Hill be removed from the plan as an area of ‘Preferred Extraction’ 
would be adopted because if that were the case it is difficult to see how the 
current planning application (below) could be approved. The bad news – and 
it is something of a body blow to our cause – is that the Inspector concludes 
that to remove the area from the plan would jeopardise the medium to long 
term supply of aggregate. 
 
The Inspector agrees that any proposed development (that is extraction or 
restoration) which could affect the Slad Brook SSSI  should not proceed 
unless and until monitoring of the water in the SSSI has been undertaken for 
2 years.  This means that any new permission should have that condition 
applied to it. 
 
Stowe Hill quarry application 
Consideration of this application by the GCC planning committee has been 
deferred yet again; it is now intended that it will be considered on 19 March. 
Our understanding, currently, is that the planning officer will be 
recommending that permission be granted.  Quite frankly we find this 
staggering in the light of all the valid objections put forward not only by this 
Parish Council, but by the District Council, other Town and Parish Councils, 
Natural England, the Environment Agency, CPRE and numerous experts 
from whom we have commissioned surveys and reports – all of which 
demonstrate that irreparable and irreversible damage will be caused to the 
environment. 
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In the interim we will be seeking another meeting with the Environment 
Agency & Natural England to discuss with them how best the integrity of the 
Slad brook SSSI may be preserved.  
 
As soon as the officers report and recommendation is published (normally a 
week prior to the planning committee meeting ie 12 March) the Parish Council 
will call an additional meeting to consider the report and what further steps 
we will then take.  This additional meeting has been arranged provisionally 
for Sunday 15 March at 15:00 in Newland Village Room.  Please check the 
website nearer the date for confirmed details of the time and venue. 
 
Clearwell Farm 
 
Some good news!!  The appeal by Hays Farms Ltd against the refusal of 
planning permission was held in Coleford on 13 November in front of an 
Inspector and we are very grateful to those residents who supported the 
Parish Council by attending the hearing and, in some cases, speaking.  In 
this case the Inspector dismissed the appeal against the refusal of 
retrospective planning permission and we are now pressing the FODDC to 
take Enforcement Action.   
 
We suspect that the applicant will shortly submit a new planning application, 
so that particular battle will continue. 
 
Regrettably our claim for costs against the appellant in the sum of £5920 was 
refused by the Inspector. 
 
Traffic speed in villages 
 
Concern has been expressed for some considerable time over the speed of 
some traffic in the three villages, but most seriously in Clearwell.  We are 
arranging a series of public meetings to hear your views on the issue and 
have invited the police and highways manager to whom you can address 
your comments and questions.   
 
The first of these meetings will be in Clearwell Memorial Hall on March 4th at 
19:00.  We may then hold similar meeting in Newland and Redbrook. 
 
We are considering the purchase of some sort of device to indicate traffic 
speeds (there are several options available and you will have seen some of 
them in other places, eg Staunton, Wyehsam) and we would welcome your 
views on this at the meeting.   
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Finance 
 
The budget for 2020/21 was agreed at the January meeting.   
 

Heading 2019/20 
budget 

2019/20 
outcome 

2020/21  
budget 

Notes 

Precept 25725 25725 26555 +3.2% 
Other income 0 27 0  
TOTAL INCOME 25725 25752 26555  
Staff  12450 13400 12950 1 
Office 1100 855 1020  
Admin 5275 2783 3185 2 
Community 6500 7335 9150 3 
Planning opposition 0 7250 0 4 
Capital 1300 0 3000 5 
TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE 

26625 31623 29305  

SURPLUS/DEFICIT -900 -5871 -2750 6 
 
Notes. 

1. Additional hours re 2 x planning issues in 2019/20 
2. No election in 2019/20 saved £2300 
3. Emergency grant £1068 awarded 2019/20 
4. Expenditure in 2019/20 funded from reserves (see additional note 

below) 
5. Possible speed sign purchase with match funding. 
6. Shortfall funded from reserves. 

 
Planning opposition.  The total cost to the Parish Council of fighting the 
Clearwell Farm appeals and the Stowe Hill quarry application (net of third-
party contributions) since 2015/16 is £19174, thus it is inevitable that an 
increase in the precept is required to maintain healthy reserves.   
 
The precept of £26555 represents a charge for a Band ‘D’ property of £63.70, 
an increase of £1.50 (2.4%). 
 
There is a full analysis of the budget on the website. 
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Vegetation – highways 
 
Once again may we remind residents that it is an offence to allow vegetation 
from your property to overhang the road or footway to the point where it 
obstructs free passage or obscures vision?  Please consider those using the 
footway, particularly in the dark and cut it back; if you fail to do so may be 
billed by the highway authority for doing it for you. 
 
 
Redbrook footpath 
 
The footpath which runs along the Wye river bank from opposite the Upper 
Redbrook Road has for some time been illegally used by motor vehicles.  
With the agreement of the Wye Valley AONB and Monmouthshire CC the 
Parish Council is about to install two cast iron bollards at the entrance to 
restrict the width so that cars and vans cannot gain access. 
 
 
Community information on website 
 
We would be grateful if those involved in local groups, organisations etc 
would review the details on our website and advise any changes.  Please 
look at “Events & meetings – Regular Events” and “Organisations & 
Services”.  Please email any changes to newland.glos.pc@gmail.com.  
Thank you. 
 
 
Email news etc 
 
If you wish to be added to our mailing list and receive agendas, minutes and 
news we believe you will find of interest – such as road closures, alterations 
to refuse collection dates - please send an email to 
newland.glos.pc@gmail.com with the text “Please add me to your mailing 
list”.  Your permission can be withdrawn at any time by sending a suitable 
request – it will be actioned without question. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:newland.glos.pc@gmail.com
mailto:newland.glos.pc@gmail.com
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Redbrook Church masonry repair project.  
 
The stonework on the exterior of Redbrook Church is severely corroded and 
has been like this for many years, some of the stone are corroded more than 
half way through.  Our architect Toby Falconer has been monitoring the 
situation over the last 15 years and thinks that most of the damage is historic, 
probably from pollution from the tin plate works.  However it is still gradually 
deteriorating.    
 
To repair it all commercially would cost a huge amount of money and we 
would be very unlikely to get a grant to cover even 50% of the costs.  
 
Toby is offering his own time for free, to set up and oversee stone masonry 
workshops, where people would pay to come as trainees for a weekend, 
develop skills and knowledge and repair some of the worst section. There 
would also be research into the causes and history of the problems and 
conclusions that could be shared with managers of similar historic buildings.  
Toby has contacts with people to provide the necessary on-site training and 
supervision.  
 
We would stand a good chance of getting funding to cover the costs of 
materials and training.  We would however need local support to help host 
the trainees, ensure that they had a good time and wanted to come back!  It 
is vital to securing funding for this project that we can demonstrate community 
support and would be very helpful to have one or more local people to act as 
community links as we develop this project.  
 
If you are interested or just want to know more, please contact Mark Bick  
 
mark@markbick.co.uk  or Tel 01594 836418 
 
New Councillors 
 
At the elections in May last year there were only 7 candidates for the 9 places 
on the Parish Council; thus all were elected unopposed.  Over recent months 
we have been fortunate to co-opt two further members to bring the council 
up to full strength and provide a fairly even spread of members throughout 
the parish. 
 
 

mailto:mark@markbick.co.uk
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Paul McMahon was co-opted last September.  Paul served for 11 years in 
the Welsh Guards and then spent 25 years in community and youth work; he 
was appointed Senior Youth Worker for Gloucestershire County Council in 
2002.  Paul has served on both the District and County Councils for 8 years. 
He was Chairman of the Coleford branch of the Royal British Legion for 10 
years and in December 2018 was appointed as its President. 
 
Lorna Collins was co-opted last October.  Lorna joined the Royal Navy as 
a Training Management Officer after studying Mathematics at the University 
of Liverpool. Her 18 year career has seen her work with all elements of the 
UK’s Defence forces, including working around most of the south coast and 
the delights of western Scotland. She spent 6 months in the Gulf supporting 
maritime UN coalition counter-piracy operations and promoting international 
cooperation. More recently she spent the last 4 years of her military career 
working in the Ministry of Defence’s Bristol headquarters developing 
training programmes for new ships, submarines and equipment. She has 
spent her weekends and holidays for the last few years renovating her 
cottage in Newland, and moved full time to the village in summer 2019 
when she left the Royal Navy to start a career as a training consultant 
working with defence industry.  She lives with her dog Biffy who enjoys the 
local forest walks and trips to the pub. 
 
Snow wardens 
 
We have appointed Councillors as snow wardens for the parish who are able 
to organise assistance in the case of disruption by snow. They also have 
access to salt supplies.   If you are aware of an issue please contact the 
wardens for your village in the first instance; if they are not available, another 
warden; if none are available then the Clerk. 
 
Clearwell: Richard Henson and Anwen Thomas 
Newland: Rob Sadler 
Redbrook: Alan Purvis and David Wheeler 
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Meetings dates and venues 2020 
 

Redbrook Village 
Hall 

Clearwell Memorial 
Hall 

Newland Village 
Room 

 25 Feb** 15 Mar at 15:00 
(provisional) 
31 Mar 

14 Apr (Annual Parish 
Meeting) 

26 May 30 Jun 

28 Jul 29 Sep 27 Oct 
24 Nov   

 
All meetings start at 19:00 (**February meeting will start at 19:30); agendas 
on notice boards and website 7 days before. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Councillors 
LORNA COLLINS      07580 265240  E: lornajcollins@icloud.com 
BILL EVANS (Vice Chairman)     

                     01594 837211   E: billtevans@btinternet.com  
RICHARD HENSON    01594 837874   E: richardhenson19@gmail.com 
PAUL MCMAHON     01594 835919   E: rambowler@live.co.uk 
ALAN PURVIS (Chairman)     
                                     01600 715620   E: purvisnpurvis@hotmail.co.uk 
ROB SADLER               01594 837640   E: rssadler1@gmail.com 
ANWEN THOMAS      01594 834528   E: anwenthomas@outlook.com 
DAVID WHEELER       01600 716281   E: daj.wheeler@btinternet.com 
DAVID WRIGHT          01594 562236   E: davew562@yahoo.co.uk 

Clerk 
RICHARD CRIGHTON  01594 836454  E: newland.glos.pc@gmail.com 

 

mailto:billtevans@btinternet.com
mailto:daj.wheeler@btinternet.com

