
Biography for Alan Purvis 
 
Born at Lydney hospital on 14 July 1949 and have 8 brothers and 4 sisters. 

Went to school at Lydney and was described by the teachers as "where there's trouble he won't be 
far away" and, academically "can do better".  Played cricket for Gloucestershire and rugby for 
Lydney Colts (and other forest sides), and then for Lydney Firsts. 

Left school and became a Civil Servant working for the Inland Revenue at Gloucester where I was 
quickly promoted to "Higher Executive Officer" which meant moving away, a post I turned down as 
my father was ill with cancer. 

I then left the Civil Service at got a job at J R Crompton's (paper makers) in Lydney where I worked 
hard and saved up to buy a house on Primrose Hill, Lydney.  After a few years I left Cromptons to 
start up my own milk retail business in Coleford where I met and got married to my wife Bridget, and 
lived with my 2 sons and 2 daughters until moving to Redbrook. 

In 1998 I became involved in creating the Millennium Green and got involved with other village 
groups. At this time I also became interested In  Newland Parish Council, attending their meetings 
for some time before being asked if I wished to be co-opted on to it.  I declined this offer as I wished 
to be on it by being elected and so at the next opportunity I put myself forward and was elected. 

I enjoy being on the Parish Council and am very fortunate to have been chosen as its Chairman for 
the past few years. 

I work part time at Authentic Oils at Raglan and my interests are sports, music, horses, gardening 
and playing crib for my local pub, the Bell Inn. 

I can safely say I am not a computer buff and do not even have a mobile phone, enjoying doing 
things face to face.   
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