                                                                                      Newland Parish Council meeting – September 2007

Minutes 2180 – 2196
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL 
ON  25 SEPTEMBER 2007 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Teri Chance, Hannah Freeman, Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter and David Wheeler 
2180 APOLOGIES


 None – all members present
2181 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following interests were declared and, unless otherwise stated, those with a prejudicial interest left the meeting while the matter was discussed and did not take part in any voting thereon.
	Name(s)
	Minute(s)
	Reason for declaring interest
	Type of interest

	Hannah Freeman
	2185.3.3
	Owns adjacent property
	Prejudicial

	John James

Teri Chance

Terry Hale
	2186.1.15&16


	Trustees of beneficiary organisation (there was no discussion, they did not leave the meeting, but did not vote)
	Prejudicial

Prejudicial

Prejudicial


2182 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 31 JULY 2007

The minutes were accepted as a true record; proposed by Terry Hale, seconded by David Wheeler and signed by the Chairman.
2183 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Re minute 2153.3: John James and Louise Salter requested sight of the Trust Deed before agreeing to be appointed to the charity; Alan Purvis agreed to provide this.
2184 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

2184.1 County Councillor Bill Evans advised that he was in contact with GCC Highways concerning the work on the landslip on the A466 and had still not been given a start date.  He was also concerned at the condition of some of the trees along the road and would be asking Woodland Trust for their risk assessment.  It was agreed that the Clerk should also write to the Woodland Trust asking for the same document and again requesting an annual inspection of the trees, and also keep pressure on GCC Highways to start work on the landslip.


2184.2 County Councillor Bill Evans explained that GCC was obliged to find savings of £15M and the Joint Improvement Board had been formed with the District Councils and identified that such a saving could be achieved by revising the waste management policy.  None of the District Councils had yet decided on the proposals; Forest of Dean District Council had initially rejected the plan but was currently reconsidering it.

2184.3 County Councillor Bill Evans advised that GCC were inviting submissions from individuals and groups affected by the summer flooding.  David Wheeler said that GCC need to review their Structure Plan because authorities were continuing to build properties in flood plains; he felt that what was needed was more dense housing in areas not liable to flooding and a limit on hard surfacing on new plots.
2185 PLANNING

2185.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED



2185.1.1 Stowe Green: The Travellers Rest – conversion of existing public house to create 4 flats.  Council comment: objection on the grounds that it is contrary to the Local Plan policy which in general terms seeks to support amenities which encourage tourism, leisure etc.  Viability of recently re-opened public house cannot yet be assessed to justify its closure.
2185.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS DETERMINED



2185.2.1 Newland: Lodges & Valley Farm  Laundry Lane – Listed Building Consent for a barn conversion to estate office, 3 bay garage and garden implement store.  Alterations to domestic curtilage.  Permitted with 3 conditions 



2185.2.2 Newland: Lodges & Valley Farm   Laundry Lane – conversion of barn to create estate office, 3 bay garage, garden implement store.  Erection of 2 agricultural buildings. (Demolition of existing farm buildings).  Alterations to domestic curtilage.  Permitted with 8 conditions



2185.2.3 Newland: Cherry Orchard Farm – continued use of part of campsite for temporary storage of two family caravans. (Renewal of consent).  Refused 



2185.2.4 Newland: Valley Brook Farm – change of use of agricultural land to dog training with the siting of 4 portable buildings.  (Renewal of consent).  Refused



2185.2.5 Newland: Lodges & Valley Farm  Laundry Lane – creation of 4 ponds for nature conservation.  Permitted with 3 conditions



2185.2.6 Newland: The Coach House  Bells Old Grammar School – change of use from coach house to dwelling with part of building to be used as stabling. (Revised scheme).  Permitted with 8 conditions


2185.3 OTHER MATTERS



2185.3.1 Angel Farm development  Coleford.  Decision by Secretary of State not to agree to the Parish Council’s request that application be called in.



2185.3.2 Angel Farm development  Coleford – application withdrawn, but revised application has been submitted.  It was noted that at the District Council planning meeting Coleford TC was invited to speak as was one representative of the residents.  It was felt that although the development was not in Newland parish, a similar invitation should have been extended to allow the council’s views to be expressed.  On a subsequent submission on the revised application such a request would be made.


2185.3.3 Redbrook: field behind Wye View Terrace – correspondence between the complainant and the District Council was discussed and it agreed that, in view of the fact that no restrictions had been placed on the application when it was agreed, the only recourse which the complainant had was under noise nuisance.  It was agreed that when submitting responses to future applications involving development which could affect nearby properties a request would be made to apply a condition limiting working hours.
2186 FINANCE


2186.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



It was proposed by Howard Hancocks seconded by Marie Griffiths and resolved  that the following accounts be paid: 
	
	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	VAT
	Value of cheque
	#

	2186.1.1
	R Crighton
	Salary

Allowances

Travel

Telephone, broadband

Stamps purchased
	£1385.75

£    78.49

£    25.67

£    20.43

£    43.88
	
	£1554.22
	5
9

9

9

9

	2186.1.2
	Clearwell Scouts
	Grant
	£  120.00
	
	£  120.00
	3

	2186.1.3
	FOD Contact A Family
	Grant
	£    60.00
	
	£    60.00
	3

	2186.1.4
	FOD Samaritans
	Grant
	£    60.00
	
	£    60.00
	3

	2186.1.5
	FOD Victim Support
	Grant
	£    60.00
	
	£    60.00
	3

	2186.1.6
	Crossroads
	Grant
	£    60.00
	
	£    60.00
	3

	2186.1.7
	Gloucestershire Aids Trust
	Grant
	£    60.00
	
	£    60.00
	3

	2186.1.8
	Forge
	Grant
	£    60.00
	
	£    60.00
	3

	2186.1.9
	Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association
	Grant
	£    60.00
	
	£    60.00
	3

	2186.1.10
	Children’s Opportunity Centre
	Grant
	£    60.00
	
	£    60.00
	3

	2186.1.11
	SARA
	Grant
	£    60.00
	
	£    60.00
	3

	2186.1.12
	FOD Age Concern
	Grant
	£    60.00
	
	£    60.00
	3

	2186.1.13
	FOD Sea Cadets
	Grant
	£    55.00
	
	£    55.00
	3

	2186.1.14
	FOD Citizens Advice Bureau
	Grant
	£  175.00
	
	£  175.00
	2

	2186.1.15 
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	Grant
	£  600.00
	
	£  600.00
	3

	2186.1.16
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	Hire of hall 2006/07
	£    42.00
	
	£    42.00
	6

	2186.1.17
	Hereford Council
	AONB Study Tour
	£      9.00
	
	£      9.00
	1

	TOTALS
	£3155.22
	
	£3155.22
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111
2 – s.142
3 – s.137
4 - 112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 
10 – Highways Act 1980, s.96


11 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
12 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

13 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

14 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    
15 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 

16 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3
17 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)


18 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3

2186.2 FUNDING REQUEST FOR STREET WARDENS


It was reported that FODDC were seeking contributions for the Street Warden scheme from March 2008 and a sum of £100 was suggested for a parish of the size of Newland.  It was accepted that the wardens did a good job when called upon to, for example, remove burnt out cars, deal with dog nuisance and liaise with the Youth Club, however it was felt that this was service which FODDC should fund rather than shift the responsibility for funding to towns and parishes.  It was proposed by David Wheeler, seconded by Alan Purvis and resolved not to make a contribution of £100 (voting: 5 for, 3 against, 1 abstention)
2186.3 ASSETS ACQUIRED


It was reported that the bollards and finger post recently installed in Clearwell had been added to the asset register and to the insurance policy schedule with no additional premium.

 2186.4 PERIODIC FINANCE REPORT



Members considered and accepted the financial report as at 18 September.

2187 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS


2187.1 PART NIGHT OPERATION OF STREET LIGHTING


It was reported that members had met with GCC Highways to discuss the proposal to turn out some street lights between 0000 and 0530.  In general members considered the proposal a good one but felt that areas with no footpath should remain lit as should the village centres.  GCC were not pressing for a decision on which specific lights should be affected and it was agreed to attempt to gauge public opinion by placing notices in business premises, notice boards and on the web site inviting views to be made to Councillors.

2187.2 EFFECTS OF SUMMER FLOODS



GCC had advised that their current programme of works had been suspended until the more serious damage from the floods had been dealt with.  The current estimate of the cost of repairs was £25.5M (the Government had recently advised that it would make an interim payment of £10M); fuller details would be made available at the Annual Highways Maintenance Seminar in October.


Parishes were urged to report flood damage to Rights of Way direct to that department.


2187.3 SPEED LIMIT ON B4228 AT SLING



It was reported that, at the present time, GCC Highways were unable to support the request for an extension to the 40 mph speed limit.  It was understood further meetings were to be held to discuss the issue and that a petition of Sling residents was being prepared.


2187.4 MONMOUTH SHOW


It was reported that Monmouth CC had been working with the emergency services regarding access for emergency vehicles to Redbrook during the show.  If necessary, both sets of traffic lights would be set to red and the emergency vehicles could travel around the halted traffic.

2188 LITTLE CHEF SITE  REDBROOK


It was reported that a further reply had been received from FODDC advising that problems with the right of way could affect the viability of the scheme and that all capital schemes for the current year were being reviewed which could also have a bearing. 
2189 PARISH PLAN


It was reported that the working group had met twice and made revisions to the plan in the light of comments received from the public.  In order to give members adequate time to digest the action plan, a decision on its adoption was postponed until the October meeting.  Comments were sought as early as possible and should be sent to the Clerk.  It was thought that a formal launch could be made early in 2008.
2190 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR


2190.1 Bill Evans reported a road accident in Clearwell High Street in which a speeding car overturned – fortunately with no serious injury to anyone.

2191 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS


2191.1 Arthur Thomas (referring to minute 2188) advised that he had received no information regarding the Little Chef site.
2192 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2192.1 ALMSHOUSE WORKING GROUP


Marie Griffiths reported that there was to be a public meeting in Newland church on 2 October at which the Gloucester Land Trust would make a presentation.  Invitations had been sent to every household in the parish.  A meeting with the Bristol Charity Group had been arranged for later in October when suggestions from the Newland meeting would be discussed.


2192.2 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Howard Hancocks reported that, as a new member of the group, he was very impressed with the work they were undertaking.  Funding had been obtained to enable Welsh Water to map the foul water drainage system and further funding was sought to enable a similar survey to be made of rain water drains.  An assessment of the water flows from Forest Hills Golf Club down to the River Wye in Redbrook would be undertaken with a view to installing holding ponds to moderate the flow in times of heavy rainfall.  FODDC had acknowledged that they were responsible for land water drainage ditches.

2193 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED REQUIRING ACTION

2193.1 SWRA – Additional pitch requirements for Gypsies and Travellers – 

                                   consultation (closes 31/10/07).  Marie Griffiths to respond

2193.2 Gloucestershire Geology Trust – comments invited on the West Gloucestershire Local 

                                   Geodiversity Action Plan.  Hannah Freeman to respond 


2193.3 FOD Citizens Advice Bureau – invitation to AGM – Belle Vue Centre  Cinderford – 

                                   10/10/07 @ 1730 for 1800.  No volunteers to attend.

2193.4 GCC – stakeholder forum for the Minerals Core Strategy – Guildhall – 16/10/07 

                                   @ 0930 – 1500.  Marie Griffiths to attend

2193.5 GCC – stakeholder forum for the Waste Core Strategy – Guildhall – 30/10/07 

                                   @ 0930 – 1500.  Terry Hale to attend.

2193.6 GAPTC – AGM – Tetbury – 13/10/07 @ 1400.  Clerk to attend

2193.7 Standards Board for England – decision notice of complaint.  It was proposed by John James, 

                                   seconded by Howard Hancocks and resolved to allow the subject of the complaint to be

                                   supplied with a copy of the confidential minute 2159 of the June 2007 meeting.
2194 PUBLIC COMMENT

None
2195 ITEMS FOR NOTIFICATION


2195.1 October meeting – presentation of FODDC’s Corporate Strategy

2195.2 October meeting – Parish Council’s 4 year strategic development


2195.3 October meeting – adoption of the Parish Plan Action Plan


2195.4 October meeting – 1st draft budget 2008/09


2195.5 October meeting – consider refuse area in Highbury Terrace


2195.6 October meeting – handrail outside Redbrook Village Hall


2195.7 November meeting – review Freedom of Information Publication Scheme (mandatory)

2196 DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS


30 October: monthly Council meeting – venue tba @ 1900


27 November: monthly Council meeting – Redbrook Village Hall @ 1900

2008
29 January: monthly Council meeting – Clearwell Memorial Hall @ 1900
The meeting closed at 2115.

NB The October meeting will be held either in Redbrook Village Hall or Newland Church.






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2007
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