NEWLAND YOUTH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A PUBLIC MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL 

ON 20 SEPTEMBER 2010 AT1930

PRESENT

David Wheeler (Chairman Newland Parish Council), Rosie Kemp (Chairman Newland Youth Council), 4 members of Newland Youth Council, approximately 55 members of the public, Richard Crighton (Clerk).

INTRODUCTION

Members of the Youth Council outlined details of the skating facility they would like installed in Redbrook:

· A small, quiet facility with a 4’ high mini ramp

· Potential sites:
behind the car park or by the outdoor classroom

PUBLIC COMMENT (bullet  points) & QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION (Q&A)
Q
What are the dimensions of the site?

A
15-20m long by 6m wide (could be shortened)

Q 
Construction?

A
Metal (quiet), wood (cheaper but requiring more maintenance), synthetic (quieter, more expensive)

Q
Will it be floodlit?

A
No.  It will be open at specific times, will be fenced; PCSO will lock it each evening.

Q
Land ownership?

A
Being established

Q
Speaker had visited several skate board sites, including Monmouth and found extensive litter and

            rubbish; they were as eye-sore and attract the wrong sorts.

A
This proposal is much smaller and in a village rather than a town.  The Monmouth site is not
            maintained, is dangerous and not use by local youth

Q
What age groups would use it (dangerous for the very young)?

A
There would be no formal age limit but those in the range 12-18 years were the most likely users.

· Skate boarding outside properties is a problem but when spoken to the youths were polite and 

            complied with requests to move.  Supervision starts with parents.

Q
Have the police been contacted?

A
Yes and they support the scheme.  PCSO will lock the facility each evening

· The lack of facilities is common among many villages. Would it be possible to arrange a rota of parents to inspect the equipment and open and close it daily?  The ‘drug problem’ would not be exacerbated by this facility – users do so in their cars.

Q
Will interest be maintained and why not provide a facility to suit all age groups?


A
Yes, skating goes through the generations and therefore there would be continuing use.

· There is a need for a scouting group alongside other facilities; the problem is a shortage of leaders.

Q
A purpose built facility would be quieter than as now (on roads), are there any other sites/

A
Millennium Green.

· Speaker had not heard skate boarders but can hear footballers but no complaints made against them.  Little else for children to do – Youth Club folded (needs parental involvement)
Q
If facility provided will you guarantee to use it rather than the footpaths?

A
Yes

Q
Costs?

A
Depends on materials etc but average £1000 for materials + ground work + safety railings.  Grant 

            funding will be required.

Q
Maintenance costs?

A
Depends on materials

Q
Insurance?

A 
To be investigated

Q
Is planning permission required?

A
Almost certainly

Q
On what basis would it go ahead?

A
If all hurdles overcome (land ownership, planning consent) the decision ultimately would rest with the

             Parish Council.  It is intended to circulate a questionnaire to the whole village following this meeting.  

             It was suggested that the Parish Council should organise a ballot.  It was stressed that this was not a 

            ‘whole village’ problem but that certain areas would be affected more than others.

Q
Is the site definitely agreed?

A
No

· Concerns expressed over safety

· Congratulations to the Youth Council for organising the meeting in spite of strong opposition to the scheme prior to any details being known
· Much has been spoken about what might happen, until facility is in place parents should organise a rota to take children to other sites

· Skate boarding will continue with or without the proposed scheme; the community must look for a safe facility

The meeting closed at 2040

