                                                                                      Newland Parish Council meeting – October 2007

Minutes 2197 – 2215
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
ON  30 OCTOBER 2007 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Teri Chance, Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter and David Wheeler 
2197 APOLOGIES


 Hannah Freeman (unwell) apology accepted.
2198 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following interests were declared and, unless otherwise stated, those with a prejudicial interest left the meeting while the matter was discussed and did not take part in any voting thereon.
	Name(s)
	Minute(s)
	Reason for declaring interest
	Type of interest

	Alan Purvis
	2203.1.1
	Acquainted with applicant
	Personal (took no part in discussion and did not vote)

	John James
	2205.4
	Business relationship with applicant
	Prejudicial

	Marie Griffiths
	2205.6
	Owns adjacent land
	Personal

	David Wheeler
	2205.7
	Committee member of village hall
	Personal


2199 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 25 SEPTEMBER 2007

The minutes were accepted as a true record; proposed by David Wheeler, seconded by Terry Hale and signed by the Chairman.
2200 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Re minute 2183: the matter of the Trust Deed remained outstanding; Alan Purvis would follow up.

Re minute 2187.3: further meetings had been arranged with GCC Highways to discuss the speed limit extension on B4228 at Sling.

2201 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL CORPORATE PLAN

The Chairman welcomed and introduced Simon Harper – Head of Democratic Services at FODDC who explained the purpose of his visit was fourfold:

To make members aware of the priorities in the new corporate plan


To obtain members views on where services should be improved


For members to identify three key issues for the parish


To provide information about the next round of consultation on the Local Development Framework (LDF)


Members were asked to rank the listed priorities and return forms to the Clerk by 2 November for onward transmission to Simon Harper.


The parish key issues were:


Newland Waste Water Treatment Works and flooding


District Council owned land in Redbrook (the Little Chef site)


Cross border emergency services


Electricity supply


Landslips on A466 together with consequent effects on villages caused by diversions


The main document within the LDF was the Core Strategy which looked forward 20 years and the Preferred Option consultation on this would take place early in 2008.


Finally the proposal that each Parish Council have a single point of contact at the District Council was discussed and it was agreed this would be welcomed.
2202 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

2202.1 Mr Ham reminded the meeting that some time ago Monmouth and Gwent CCs agreed to improve the speed limit signage on the A466 on the approach to Redbrook from Monmouth, and also asked about the possibility of an automatic speed limit warning sign on the approach from Chepstow.  Mrs Adcock pointed out that children from Redbrook school had recently undertaken a speed gun survey and that there might be evidence from that exercise to support additional speed limit measures.   It was agreed the Clerk should contact the appropriate authorities.  

2202.2 County Councillor Bill Evans explained that many highways scheme were ‘on hold’ until the major flood damage to roads in the county had been dealt with.  The landslip work on the A466 at Bigsweir were still in the programme and marked as ‘urgent’

2203 PLANNING

2203.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED



2203.1.1 Redbrook: 2 Mill Cottage Upper Redbrook – alterations and extensions to dwelling.  Council comment: no objection



2203.1.2 Coleford: Angel Farm – residential development of 100 dwellings.  Council comment: strong objection on grounds of capacity of Newland WWTW.  It was noted that a letter had been sent from Welsh Water to FODDC asking that if permission were granted, various conditions be applied, all of which would be designed to preserve the integrity of the sewerage system, and further stating that the Newland WWTW does surcharge at times of heavy rainfall.  It resolved to write to FODDC stressing that this was first time Welsh Water had admitted a failing in the system despite years of denial, and that to approve the application without these matters being properly addressed would be contrary to PPS25 and various Local Plan policies. (Voting unanimous, Terry Hale abstained)


2203.1.3 Newland: Fieldfares – management of trees in Conservation Area.  Council comment: no objection


2203.1.4 Stowe Green: Margery Corner – conversion of existing store / workshop to create a 1 bedroom holiday let.  Council comment: no objection, welcome the provision of off-street parking which should alleviate the long standing problem of a vehicle parked on Stowe Green.
 
2203.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS DETERMINED

2203.2.1 Stowe Green: The Travellers Rest – conversion of existing public house to create 4 flats. Refused.
2204 FINANCE


2204.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



It was proposed by David Wheeler seconded by Terry Hale and resolved  that the following accounts be paid: 
	
	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	VAT
	Value of cheque
	#

	2204.1.1
	Redbrook Contact Group
	October ‘Round Up’
	£    102.97

	
	£   102.97
	3

	2204.1.2
	Choice Stationery
	Ink jet cartridges
	£      64.17
	£  11.25
	£     75.42
	1

	2204.1.3
	FOD Health Forum
	Grant
	£      60.00
	
	£     60.00
	3

	TOTALS
	£    227.14
	£  11.25
	£   238.39
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111
2 – s.142
3 – s.137
4 - 112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 
10 – Highways Act 1980, s.96


11 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
12 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

13 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

14 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    
15 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 

16 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3
17 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)


18 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3

2205 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS


2205.1 A466 LANDLSIP


It was reported that summer flooding had caused a delay in the start of remedial work with November now being the earliest start date and that being dependent on the availability of a specialist contractor and the weather.


2205.2 CLEARWELL QUARRY CONTRIBUTION OT ROAD SIGNAGE AND MAINTENANCE



It was confirmed by GCC Highways that a sum of £91500 was ring-fenced for improvements to the road between the quarry and Shop House, and that a further sum of £5500 was available for signage of weight restrictions on the road between Shop House and Trow Green.  It was hoped that both schemes could be completed in 2008.

2205.3 PART TIME STREET LIGHTING PROPOSALS



No objection had been received from the public to the proposals although there were some expressions of the fear of an increase in crime.  It was reported that the final scheme would be put to the police for their views, and that any lights which were made part time could easily be converted back to full time.


2205.4 PROPOSED DIVERSION OF FOOTPATH RNE30



It was reported that an application to divert RNE30 around the edge of a filed, rather than diagonally across it had been requested by the landowner because regular motor cycle events were being held in the field.  It was resolved to request GCC Rights of Way to defer any decision until (a) clarification had been received on whether it was legal to have motor sports cross a public right of way, (b) confirmation had been received that the maximum permitted number of events (including practice sessions) had not been exceeded, (c)an undertaking had been received from the organising club(s) that they would adhere to the request from FODDC to notify the public when events are to take place and (d) that noise limits were not being exceeded.


2205.5 REPLACEMENT BOLLARDS AT CLEARWELL CROSS



It was agreed to replace the existing bollards on a like for like basis and repair two of the four stone bollards.  The Clerk was asked to obtain quotes.  Any proposals would need the agreement of English heritage and FODDC Conservation Officer (and possibly GCC Highways).  There was some discussion about the possibility of incorporating traffic calming measures on the north west side of the cross and this would be discussed with GCC Highways at the same time.


2205.6 REFUSE COLLECTION AREA – HIGHBURY TERRACE  REDBROOK



Marie Griffiths was asked to provide a plan for consideration.  It was suggested that any scheme should be (at least part) funded by Two Rivers Housing.


2205.7 HAND RAIL OUTSIDE REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL



It was agreed to make enquiries of GCC Highways for the installation of a hand rail, and possibly steps, on the steep slope outside the hall.


2205.8 NOTICE BOARDS



It was agreedthat the Clerk should arrange a replacement board for Clearwell and a new one for Stowe Green.  Funding might be possible through the ‘Quick Wins’ fund as an element of the Parish Plan.
2206 LITTLE CHEF SITE  REDBROOK


It was reported that FODDC had drawn up revised plans and were seeking the Parish Council’s comments.  It was felt that some sort of physical barrier – perhaps wooden stanchions – was required to stop ‘over height’ vehicles entering the area across the grass verge.

It was proposed by David Wheeler, seconded by Terry Hale and resolved that a recycling centre be incorporated on the site (voting 5 for, 3 against).

2207 PARISH PLAN


It was reported that the working group had met again and the final draft of the plan had been circulated to all members.  Subject to the completion of factual information about Redbrook school it was proposed by John James, seconded by Terry Hale and unanimously resolved that the plan be formally adopted.  The implementation group would take responsibility for the plan from this point on, but would need to report regularly to the Parish Council who would be required to agree any action proposed.


A copy of the final draft plan would be sent to members of the Parish Plan Implementation Group (PPIG) and they would be asked to convene as early as possible, elect a Chairman and start work. An early priority would be to consider items for a ‘Quick Wins’ grant from the fund set up by the FODDC to enable elements of the plan to be implemented quickly.

2208 PARISH COUNCIL 4 YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN

The draft plan had been circulated and there being no amendments it was proposed by David Wheeler, seconded by John James and resolved unanimously to formally adopt the plan.

2209 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR


2209.1 Bill Evans reported attending the GCC flood enquiry.  All submissions would be collated and fed into the national enquiry.  Grants were available top householders who were affected by the floods
2210 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS


2210.1 Arthur Thomas was pleased to note progress with the Little Chef site.


2210.2 Terry Hale had nothing to add to what had already been reported to the meeting on various topics.
2211 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2211.1 PARISH PLANS FORUM



The Clerk reported attending the meeting on 15 October.  Now the council had formally adopted the Parish Plan it would be necessary to input the information into the District database which will be available on the GRCC web site.


2211.2 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Terry Hale reported that a planning application was shortly to be submitted for the new Enterprise Centre.


2211.3 ALMSHOUSE WORKING GROUP


Marie Griffiths reported a public meeting in Newland which was well attended, and a further meeting with Haberdashers.  If a new charity was formed it may enable a purchase of the properties from Haberdashers at a below market valuation.  Once the asking price was known the new charity could be set up and fund raising begin.

2211.4 POLICE & COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE



No report


2211.5 GCC MINERALS CORE STRATEGY SEMINAR



No report


2211.6 GCC WASTE CORE STRATEGY SEMINAR



Marie Griffiths reported attending and pointed out that the issue were complex with difficult decisions needing to be made.  She would report further once she had received the minutes from the seminar.


2211.7 PARISH PARTNERSHIP SOUTH



The Clerk reported attending.  One issue to emerge from the summer flooding was the fact that although the District Council has an emergency plan it had not filtered down to the parish and it was agreed that there needed to be a meshing of the County, District and parish emergency plans.



It was also suggested that a ‘key officer’ at FODDC be appointed as a first point of contact for parishes, and the meeting welcomed this proposal.  Agenda items for the April meeting were required by the end of February.


2211.8 TRAINING COURSES ATTENDED



The Clerk reported on a training session by Peter Williams, Head of Planning FODDC which was informative – a summary had been circulated to members.

2211.9 GCC ANNUAL HIGHWAYS MAINTENANCE SEMINAR



Terry Hale reported that the timetable for all highway maintenance works had slipped due to the summer floods.

2212 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED REQUIRING ACTION

2212.1.1 Life Cycle UK – offer of 2 free cycle parking stands.  Clerk to request 2 for Redbrook


2212.1.2 Forestry Commission – Forest of dean Forum – Beechenhurst Lodge 8/11/07 @ 1900


2212.1.3 GAPTC – training courses 2008 (attached)


2212.1.4 FODDC – FOD Partnership Annual Conference – Whitemead Park 28/11/07 @ 1600.  

                               Clerk may attend


2212.1.5 PCSO Gareth Duggan – formation of a Neighbourhood Panel.  Dave Wheeler and Terry Hale

                                volunteered.

2213 PUBLIC COMMENT

2213.1 In a reply to an query by Mr Ham it was confirmed that a copy of the Parish Plan would be delivered to every household in the parish.
2214 ITEMS FOR NOTIFICATION


2214.1 November meeting – 1st draft budget 2008/09.  Members to consider any projects for consideration

2214.2 November meeting – review Freedom of Information Publication Scheme (mandatory)

2215 DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS


27 November: monthly Council meeting – Newland church @ 1900

2008
29 January: monthly Council meeting – Clearwell Memorial Hall @ 1900

26 February: monthly Council meeting – Newland church (or village room, if available) @ 1900
The meeting closed at 2130.

NB Meetings in Newland will be held in the church until the village room is usable following flood damage repairs.






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2007
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