                                                                                      Newland Parish Council meeting – May 2007

Minutes 2112 –2135
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
ON 15 MAY 2007 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Teri Chance, Hannah Freeman, Marie Griffiths, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter and David Wheeler 
2112 WELCOME


The Chairman welcomed the three new members to the Parish Council: Teri Chance, Hannah Freeman and Louise Salter.
2113 APOLOGIES


Terry Hale (District Council seminar), District Councillor Arthur Thomas

2114 EXECUTION OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE


All members present completed their declarations.

2115 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN


John James was proposed by Marie Griffiths and seconded by David Wheeler and there being no other nomination was elected Chairman.  
2116 EXECUTION OF CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE


John James completed his declaration.

2117 TO DECIDE WHEN ANY DECLARATIONS OF OFFICE WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN RECEIVED SHALL 

         BE RECEIVED


The only outstanding declaration was from Terry Hale and it was agreed that this would be received within 28 days.
2118 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN


There being no nomination for any members present the matter was deferred until the next meeting.
2119 ADOPTION OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT) ORDER 2007


2119.1 TO CONSIDER THE ADOPTION OF THE OPTIONAL CLAUSE 12(2)



It was proposed by Howard Hancocks, seconded by Alan Purvis and resolved that the Parish Council do not adopt the optional clause 12(2) in its Code of Conduct


2119.2 TO FORMALLY ADOPT THE 2007 MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT



It was proposed by David Wheeler, seconded by Alan Purvis and resolved to adopt the 2007 Model Code of Conduct for Parish Councils unamended with immediate effect.

2120 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2120.1  HALL’S CHARITY



Appointed: Marie Griffiths and Alan Purvis


2120.2 STOWFIELD QUARRY LIAISON GROUP



Appointed: Alan Purvis, substitute Terry Hale


2120.3 CLEARWELL & STOWE QUARRY LIAISON GROUP



Appointed: John James, substitute David Wheeler


2120.4 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Appointed: Howard Hancocks, substitute Terry Hale


2120.5 POLICE & COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE



Appointed: Marie Griffiths and Hannah Freeman


2120.6 PARISH PLANS FORUM



Appointed: Teri Chance and Terry Hale


2120.7 PARISH FORUM SOUTH



Appointed: Louise Salter and Terry Hale


2120.8 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSE WORKING GROUP



Appointed: Marie Griffiths and Howard Hancocks


2120.9 FOREST OF DEAN HEALTH FORUM



Appointed: Terry Hale


2120.10 WYE VALLEY AONB



Appointed: Marie Griffiths and Hannah Freeman

2121 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

2122 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 24 APRIL 2007

The minutes were accepted as a true record; proposed by Howard Hancocks, seconded by Marie Griffiths and signed by the Chairman
2123 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Re minute 2099 (referring to minute 2084.2) – the Clerk advised he had received a response from English Heritage regarding the activity in Highbury Woods which had been forwarded to Cherise Emerson who felt it was unsatisfactory and would pursue the matter further.

Re minute 2102.3 – it was reported that the resolution passed dealing with charges to be made for the supply of information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 was technically incorrect in that the Act specifically disallowed charges for the time taken to prepare and despatch the information requested.  It was suggested that the resolution be amended by the deletion of the words “(a) time taken to respond at £10 / hour subject to a minimum charge of £20”.  A decision to amend was deferred pending further enquiries by the Clerk.
2124 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

2124.1 Mr Michael Jones asked if the Council would consider placing the Code of Conduct and guidelines as well as Standing Orders on the web site.  It was agreed that the Code and the guidelines would be placed on the web site.  Standing Orders were open to inspection (as was the Code) by the public under the Freedom of Information Act Publication Scheme approved for the Parish Council.  Mr Jones also mentioned a requirement for training for new members and was advised that this was in hand.
2125 PLANNING


2125.1 APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED



2125.1.1 Newland: The Coach House  Bells Old Grammar School – change of use from coach

                                         house to residential dwelling with part of building retained for stabling (Revised 

                                         scheme).  Council comment:  no objection 
2125.1.2 Redbrook: Treetops  6 Highbury Terrace – erection of a detached private car garage. 
               Council comment: no objection 

2125.1.3 Trow Green: Rose Cottage – erection of a detached double car garage.  Council
               comment:  no objection but recommend that the gates at the entrance to the drive be
               set back to allow vehicles to be driven off the road whilst the gates are opened and 
               closed.
2125.2 APPLICATIONS DETERMINED

2125.2.1 Redbrook: Chestnut Cottage  Coach Road – erection of a detached dwelling with

                           associated works.  Construction of new vehicular access.  Refused.
2126 FINANCE


2126.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



It was proposed by David Wheeler seconded by Howard Hancocks and resolved  that the following accounts be paid:  
	Reference
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	 + VAT
	Value of cheque
	#

	2126.1.1
	Allianz Cornhill Insurance plc
	Annual comprehensive insurance policy premium
	£  566.39
	
	£  566.39
	1

	2126.1.2
	R Crighton
	Web site hosting annual fee
Web site domain name bi-annual fee
	£    43.89
£      5.90
	£   7.68
£   1.03
	£    58.50
	2

	2126.1.3
	Viking Direct
	Stationary
	£    61.88
	£ 10.83
	£    72.71
	1

	2126.1.4
	Devon Assoc of Parish &Town Councils
	Quality Councils seminar fee

(2 @ £15)
	£    30.00
	
	£     30.00
	1

	TOTALS
	
	
	£  708.06
	£19.54
	£   727.60
	

	# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111
2 – s.142
3 – s.137
4 - 112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 
10 – Highways Act 1980, s.96


11 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
12 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

13 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

14 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)      15 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 

16 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3
17 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)


18 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3





2126.2 AMENDMENT TO BANK MANDATE


It was agreed that the names of James Blanch, Peter Chamberlain, and Nicola Jones be removed as signatories and that Teri Chance, Hannah Freeman and Louise Salter be named a signatories, and the following resolution which was required by the bank was proposed by John James, seconded by David Wheeler and it was resolved that:

· The Co-operative Bank plc (“the Bank”) shall continue as our bankers
· The Bank shall be authorised to honour all cheques and all other documents made or accepted on our behalf even if such payment causes any Accounts to be overdrawn or increase any existing overdraft, provided that such documents are signed in accordance with the specimen signatures shown in the Accounts Signatories Section (6)
· The Bank shall act on all specimen signatures in accordance with any instruction, notice, request or other document in writing concerning our account (including the opening of new accounts), affairs or property, as shown in the Accounts Signatories Section (6)
· The Bank shall be sent a copy of any future resolutions which affect the terms of these resolutions

· The Bank shall be sent a copy of any changes of Councillors

· The Bank shall be notified in writing of any change of official authorised to sign on our behalf
· The Bank shall otherwise continue to operate our Account in accordance with the Business Account mandate
· The Bank shall be notified in writing of any overall change in control of the business

· All signatories to the Account are aged 18 or over”

2127 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS


2127.1 MEETING WITH GCC HIGHWAYS AND OTHERS RE A466 LANDSLIP


Arrangement would be made to meet officers to discuss the problems on the A466 between Bigsweir and Redbrook.


2127.2 REPLACEMENT OF BOLLARDS AT THE CROSS CLEARWELL



It was reported that the Clerk had met with the District Council Conservation Officer and that no bollards in the street furniture catalogue was considered appropriate.  It was suggested that a local craftsman may be able to design something suitable.  English Heritage had confirmed that any work to replace the existing bollards would require Scheduled Monument Consent.

2127.3 STORM DAMAGE TO FOOTPATH AT CLEARWELL WELL



The Clerk had agreed a price of £50 for the delivery of replacement gravel, its installation and compaction and this was ratified by the Parish Council.

2128 CLEARWELL PUMPHOUSE

A response was still awaited from the landowner before this project could be progressed.

2129 CLEARWELL ELECTRICITY SUPPLY


It was reported that Central Networks had cancelled the planned meeting on 1 May because they had nothing further to report.  It was agreed to keep pressure on the company and the Clerk was asked to write asking for another date to be agreed for a meeting and for details of the schedule of work which was to have been started this year.
2130 PARISH PLAN

It was reported that GRCC had produced a revised draft which needed completion by the Parish Council.  The working group (Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale and Teri Chance) would meet shortly to undertake this work.  In was then proposed that the completed draft plan be circulated to all those who attended the last public meeting and to shops, pubs etc in the parish asking for comments.  Final amendments would be made in the light of comments received and the plan would then be finalised, adopted and handed over to a working group (which should include members of the public) for implementation.
2131 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

None.


County Councillor Bill Evans reported a cross border problem with nursery education and advised that Gloucestershire County Council had reached an agreement with Monmouthshire County Council which would allow a child living in the county to attend a school in Monmouth.

2132 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION

2132.1 Wye Valley AONB: invitation to launch of Wye Valley Walk Passport scheme –
                                     Hereford – 31 May @ 1000-1545.  Hannah Freeman to attend

2132.2 FODDC – consultation on Little Chef site proposals.  Parish Council to arrange a public

                                     meeting in time to respond by 30 June 2007.

2132.3 FODDC – Street Warden Event – Forest Hills Golf Club – 18 June @1900-2030.  

                                      Alan Purvis to attend

2132.4 Gloucestershire Partnership NHS Trust – ‘A Strong Foundation for Mental Health – Open

                                      Event’ – Pitville Pump Room, Cheltenham - 31 May @ 1330 -1900


2132.5 Forestry Commission: Spring Forum – Moseley Green – 30 May @ 1900. 

                                     Hannah Freeman to attend
2133 PUBLIC COMMENT

2133.1 Mr Michael Jones reminded the meeting of the importance of the Freedom of Information Act
                        2000


2133.2 County Councillor Bill Evans pointed out that mental health units were not closing at present and
                         that the Secretary of State has put consideration of the matter out to an independent body.  It 
                         was agreed that the Clerk should write to that body expressing its concerns.


2133.3 Mrs Sylvia Adcock felt it important that all three villages be represented on the Parish Plan
                         working group to implement the final plan.


2133.4 County Councillor Bill Evans advised that following meetings with the Integrated Transport Unit 

            concerning public transport in Clearwell one bus route had been reinstated and extended.  

            Those discussion also led to the new service between Redbrook and Coleford, and it is hoped 

            the restore the Lydney – Bream – Coleford route, 721.
2134 ITEMS FOR NOTIFICATION


2134.1 The Parish Council’s 4 year plan


2134.2 Consideration of the formation of a planning sub-committee


2134.3 Consideration of the formation of a finance sub-committee


2134.4 Consideration of the manner of dealing with public participation sessions


2134.5 Redbrook Little Chef development

2134.6 Street lighting at Coach Road / A466 junction


2134.7 Speed of traffic on B4228 between the Orepool Inn and the Lambsquay Hotel


2134.8 Speed of traffic in Clearwell


2134.9 Lack of footpath between Council Villas and Lower Cross Clearwell


2134.10 Training on planning by the District Council
2135 DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS


4 June
- Stowfield Quarry Liaison Group – Staunton Village Hall @ 1400

? June – in house training session for new members – date and venue to be agreed


14 June – GAPTC ‘Nuts & Bolts’ course for new Councillors. Location provisionally Longford.  

                             All day event, times to be advised.
26 June – monthly Council meeting – Newland Village Room @ 1900


31 July - monthly Council meeting – Redbrook Village Hall @ 1900


25 September - monthly Council meeting – Clearwell Memorial Hall @ 1900
The meeting closed at 2020.






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2007
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