                                                                                      Newland Parish Council meeting – June 2007

Minutes 2136 –2160
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL SCHOOL 
ON  26 JUNE 2007 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Teri Chance, Hannah Freeman, Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter and David Wheeler 
2136 APOLOGIES


Howard Hancocks (holiday)

2137 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	Name(s)
	Minute
	Reason for declaring interest
	Type of interest

	John James

Teri Chance
	2144.3
2144.3
	Related to a Governor of Clearwell school
Chairman of the Governors of Clearwell school
	Prejudicial

Prejudicial

	Alan Purvis
	2159
	Well acquainted with subject of letter
	Personal


2138 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 15 MAY 2007

The minutes were accepted as a true record; proposed by David Wheeler, seconded by Alan Purvis and signed by the Chairman.
2139 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Re minute 2123 (referring to minute 2102.3 (April 2007 meeting) – it was reported that the resolution passed dealing with charges to be made for the supply of information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 was technically incorrect in that the Act specifically disallowed charges for the time taken to prepare and despatch the information requested.  The following resolution:

 “That a discretionary charge be introduced wef 1 April 2007 in respect of information supplied under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 of (a) 5p per sheet supplied and (b) postage at cost.  This resolution corrects the one passed in April 2007 (minute 2102.3)”

 was proposed by John James, seconded by Alan Purvis and carried unanimously.
Re minute 2129 – it was reported that Central Networks had not completed the necessary wayleave agreements and were thus unable to commence the renovations to the system.
2140 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

Terry Hale was proposed as Vice Chairman by Marie Griffiths, seconded by Teri Chance and was unanimously elected unopposed.

2141 MRS JAN BAYNHAM – VILLAGE AGENT


Mrs Baynham explained her role in the community as the provider of a link to sources of information, benefits and services to those elderly members of the community who required such advice.  The first coffee morning had been held recently in Clearwell and was attended by 8 residents.  In time Mrs Baynham hoped to extend her area of operation to Newland and Redbrook.  The scheme is funded through the Department of Work and Pensions and managed by GRCC.
2142 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

2142.1 Dr Pearson made a statement about the letters circulated recently in Redbrook and pointing out inaccuracies which she considered brought the Parish Council into disrepute.  She asked what action had been taken by the Parish Council. The Chairman declined to answer at present.

2142.2 County Councillor Bill Evans asked if the Parish Council were aware that other authorities in the county had questioned the methods by which Central Networks conducted is business and recommended that the Parish Council maintain pressure on the company to see the promised improvements put in place as quickly as possible.


2142.3 County Councillor Bill Evans, recognising that Newland has quality status and is inclusive of the public and other authorities, asked that the Parish Council support his efforts to engage the County Council with the local community.

2142.4 Ms Jones asked why she had not received replies to letters she had sent to the Chairman and was informed that they were considered mischievous and that he would not be replying.


2142.5 Mrs Ham asked what the role of the Parish Council was and what could be done to resolve the divisions of opinion in Redbrook.  The Clerk and David Wheeler explained the role and purpose of the Parish Council, the Chairman said he – and the Council – were at a loss as to know what they could do in respect of Redbrook.
2143 PLANNING

2143.1 APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED



2143.1.1 Clearwell: The Stores  The Butts – management of trees within Clearwell
                                  Conservation Area (involves removing 1 Ash tree and 1 May bush).  

                                  Council comment: no objection


2143.1.2 Newland: Cherry Orchard farm – continued use of part of campsite for temporary
                                  storage of 2 family caravans (Renewal of Consent).  Council comment: no objection.
2143.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED



2143.2.1 Clearwell: The Bungalow  Pingry Lane – erection of a front boundary wall and

                                 gates (part replacement) (Amended schedule to include natural stone facing to

                                 roadside and reduction in height)  Permitted with 2 conditions. 



2143.2.2 Redbrook: The Coach House  Coach Road – erection of replacement decking of 

                                 increased size.  Permitted with 3 conditions.



2143.2.3 Newland: Cherry Orchard Farm – application for Certificate of Lawful Use or 

                                 Development for up to 5 touring caravans and up to 25 tents together with

                                 ancillary works.  Refused.



2143.2.4 Clearwell: Castle Farm – Listed Building Consent for the conversion of existing

                                 Tythe Barn to create 2 dwellings (Revised scheme).  

                                 Permitted with 4 conditions.



2143.2.5 Newland: The Coach House  Bells Old Grammar School – change of use from 

                                 coach house to residential dwelling with part of building retained for stabling

                                 (Revised Scheme).  Refused.



2143.2.6 Clearwell: Castle Farm  Church Road – conversion of existing redundant Tythe

                                  Barn to create two dwellings (Revised Scheme).  Permitted with 7 conditions.



2143.2.7 Redbrook: Treetops  6 Highbury Terrace – erection of a detached private

                                 garage.  Permitted with  5 conditions.
2144 FINANCE


2144.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



It was proposed by David Wheeler seconded by Alan Purvis and resolved  that the following accounts be paid:  
	Reference
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	 + VAT
	Value of cheque
	#

	2144.1.1
	Redbrook Contact Group
	June ‘Round Up’
	£  105.00
	
	£  105.00
	3

	2144.1.2
	R Crighton
	Salary
Allowances

Travel

Broadband, phone

Ink cartridges
	£  936.18
£    78.49

£    88.72

£    18.00

£    50.63
	
	£1172.02
	4
9

9

9

1

	TOTALS
	
	
	£1277.02
	
	£1277.02
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111
2 – s.142
3 – s.137
4 - 112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 
10 – Highways Act 1980, s.96


11 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
12 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

13 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

14 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)      15 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 

16 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3
17 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)


18 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3


2144.2 AUDIT OF 2006/07 ACCOUNTS



It was proposed by Alan Purvis, seconded by David Wheeler and resolved that the Internal Auditors report be accepted, that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the annual Governance Statement and that the accounts were adopted subject to the External Audit.


2144.3 REQUEST FOR GRANT FROM CLEARWELL SCHOOL



[John James and Teri Chance left the meeting, after answering members’ questions, and took no part in any discussion or decision making].



Members were agreed in principle to assist but sought further information about whether or not the project should or would be funded by the LEA and whether or not the request was for capital or revenue expenditure.  It was subsequently established that the grant was for equipment.  It was agreed to defer a decision until the July meeting.

2145 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS


2145.1 MEETING WITH GCC HIGHWAYS AND OTHERS RE A466 LANDSLIP


It was reported that a full geo-technical survey had been undertaken between Bigsweir bridge and Redbrook and that a remedial scheme was likely to be in place by the autumn.  It was likely that the preferred method of stabilising the bank would be by netting and pinning and GCC Highways assured the meeting that funding would be made available for whatever option was chosen.  Whilst the risk of catastrophic landslips in the future was considered remote, there was always a risk if minor slippage.

2145.2 TOURIST SIGNS TO NEWLAND CHURCH



It was agree to support a request by the Friends of The Cathedral of the Forest for brown tourist signs to be erected on the A466  by Bush House in Redbrook and on the B4228 at Trow Green.


2145.3 UPDATE OF SNOW WARDENS AND PLOUGH OPERATORS



GCC Highways had requested an update.  David Wheeler (for Redbrook), Terry Hale (for Newland) and John James (for Clearwell) were appointed snow wardens and there would be an article in the next newsletter asking for volunteer plough operators.

2145.4 FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION FOR NEW STREET LIGHT IN UPPER REDBROOK



The Clerk reported that £650 had been received as a contribution to the project from Monmouth Town Council.


2145.5 TRAFFIC SPEED ON B4228 BETWEEN LAMBSQUAY HOTEL AND OREPOOL INN



Following concern expressed by residents it was agreed to request GCC Highways to extend the 40 mph speed limit on the B4228 from The Lambsquay Hotel as far as The Orepool Inn.
2146 LITTLE CHEF SITE  REDBROOK


It was reported that a public meeting had been held on 31 May 2007 to gauge opinion and respond to the consultation by the Forest of dean District Council on their proposals for a car park on the site.  It was felt that there was virtually no difference between the two schemes drafted, but what had to be avoided was accepting the plans as submitted (which did not include a reasonably sized children’s play area) and subsequently discovering that there could not be a play area on the Millennium Green; thus until then it was impossible to give have an unconditional view on the plans for the Little Chef site.    

It was agreed to respond to the District Council agreeing to the 52 car park places but not ruling out the provision of a play area, pointing out that the preferred site for play area was the Millennium Green, quoting the results of the ballot held at the meeting on 31 May and raising various points made at that meeting by residents..  It was also agreed to advise the Millennium Green Trust of the results of the ballot.

2147 TRAINING


Details of relevant courses from the GAPTC training programme were discussed.  Those wishing to attend to advise the Clerk as soon as possible to enable places to be booked.

2148 PARISH COUNCIL’S 4 YEAR PLAN


It was agreed to hold a brainstorming meeting on 17 July to gather members’ ideas and for a sub committee then to be formed to take the plan forward.  Clearly there would be some relationship between this and the emerging Parish Plan.

2149 PLANNING SUB COMMITTEE

It was agreed to formalise the present arrangement by the creation of a planning sub committee comprising the Chairman and Vice Chairman and open to all members.  Terms of reference: to make site visits where appropriate and make recommendations to the full Council.  Where time constraints demanded, a provisional response would be submitted to the LPA after being circulated to all members for comment.  Any such response would need to be ratified at the next Council meeting.

2150 APPLICATION FOR MUSIC LICENCE – TRAVELLERS REST PH  STOWE


A request had been received from a resident to support an objection to the application for a music licence.  After discussion it was not felt that the Parish Council had enough information to form a consensus view and the matter was referred to the District Councillors for the ward to deal with.

2151 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR BILL EVANS


 Bill Evans reported on the storms and flooding which had occurred the previous day saying it was the worst he had seen in 40 years and that he would be lobbying Gloucestershire County Council for improvements to the infrastructure when possible.  He stressed that the authority had done an excellent job considering the demands made on them throughout the county.

Bill Evans stressed the importance of keeping pressure on Central Networks and reminded members that the Parish Council had offered to assist in the negotiations for wayleaves where possible.

2152 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS


Terry Hale also referred to the flooding and reminded the Parish Council that Peter Williams, Head of Planning at FODDC, had accepted the comments made by the Inspector to the Local Plan and said that he would work with the Parish Council towards a resolution of the problem (minute 2081 – March 2007 meeting).

It was noted that an application had been submitted for a development of 100 houses on Angel Farm  Newland Street  Coleford and, although not in the parish, it was agreed to write a letter of objection and referring to the comment about the capacity of the NWWTW in the Inspector’s Report to the Local Plan.


It was further reported that the telephone line (01594 860777) to GCC Highways at Cannop had been discontinued despite assurance given that it would be retained.  The alternative is the 08000 number which was generally accepted was an inefficient and unacceptable alternative.

2153 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2153.1 STOWFIELD QUARRY LIAISON GROUP



Terry Hale reported on the recent meeting at which Tarmac advised that they were preparing a planning application for an extension to the quarry which was likely to be submitted later in the year.  It had been agreed that the plans would be exhibited to Staunton Parish Council prior to submission.  It was not planned at this stage to lower the quarry floor (under the existing (1996) permission).


2153.2 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES WORKING GROUP



Marie Griffiths reported that there had been a meeting with residents, it was hoped to hold a meeting with Bristol Charities and that there was to be a meeting with GRCC the following day.

2153.3 HALLS CHARITY


Alan Purvis reported attending a meeting and advised that the Charity was seeking two committee members; John James and Louise Salter agreed to their names going forward.

2154 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION

2154.1 Environment Agency – to agree to appointment of Brian Thornton (Tidenham ward) to 
                            represent GCC on the Wye Navigation Advisory Committee.  Agreed.

2154.2 GAPTC – nominations for County Committee (R S Crighton currently appointed).  R S Crighton

                           nominated

2154.3 Cherise Emerson – desirability of the Parish Council operating a parish blog.  Quite happy for 

                           anyone to run such a facility but not under the banner of the Parish Council.

2155 PUBLIC COMMENT

2155.1 Terry Hale agreed to follow up a complaint about noise etc from motor cycle events in Clearwell.


2155.2 Mrs Ham expressed concern about the new Monmouth Show Ground and the effect on residents

                         of the type of events to be held there.  David Wheeler expressed concern about the accessibility 

                         of emergency vehicle to Redbrook while a show was in progress.  It was agreed to write to

                         Monmouthshire County Council expressing these concerns.
2156 ITEMS FOR NOTIFICATION


2156.1 Street lighting at Coach Road / A466 junction

2157 DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS


17 July – 4 year plan brainstorming meeting – location tba @1900 

31 July - monthly Council meeting – Redbrook Village Hall @ 1900


25 September - monthly Council meeting – Clearwell Memorial Hall @ 1900

30 October – monthly Council meeting – Newland Village Room @ 1900

Minutes 2158 – 2160 are confidential







Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2007
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