                                                                                      Newland Parish Council meeting – July 2007

Minutes 2161 –2179
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
ON  31 JULY 2007 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Teri Chance, Hannah Freeman, Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis and David Wheeler 
2161 APOLOGIES


Louise Salter (holiday), County Councillor Bill Evans (recovering from operation)

2162 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following interests were declared and, unless otherwise stated, those with prejudicial interest left the meeting while the matter was discussed and did not take part in any voting thereon.
	Name(s)
	Minute
	Reason for declaring interest
	Type of interest

	David Wheeler
	2167.1.3
	Beneficiary of cheque
	Prejudicial

	John James

Teri Chance
	2167.4

2167.4
	Related to a Governor of Clearwell school

Chairman of the Governors of Clearwell school
	Prejudicial

Prejudicial

	Marie Griffiths

David Wheeler
	2168.1

2168.1
	Owns adjacent land

Owns adjacent property
	Prejudicial

Prejudicial

	Alan Purvis

Marie Griffiths

Howard Hancocks
	2170

2170

2170
	Chairman – Redbrook Millennium Green Trust

Trustee – Redbrook Millennium Green Trust

Chairman – Redbrook Village trust
	Prejudicial

Prejudicial

Prejudicial


2163 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 26 JUNE 2007

Subject to the following amendment:


Minute 2152, para 2 – delete the first two words “It was” and insert “The Parish Council”

the minutes were accepted as a true record; proposed by Alan Purvis, seconded by Hannah Freeman and signed by the Chairman.
2164 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Re minute 2149: following the resolution passed, a new page for insertion in Standing Orders was issued to each member


Re minute 2153.3: it was confirmed that Hall’s Charity were seeking two trustees and it was agreed that the Clerk should ask the Trust for copies of the relevant Charity Commission booklet to enable the two Councillors who were willing to be appointed  to be aware of their role and responsibility prior to making any decision.

Re minute 2155.1: Terry Hale reported receiving a copy letter sent by FODDC to the organisers of motor cycle events in Clearwell.


Re minute 2155.2:  it was reported that only a holding reply had been received from Monmouth CC regarding the concern expressed about emergency access to Redbrook while an event was being held at the new showground.


Re minute 2158: it was reported that a resolution had been passed during confidential business at the June meeting to the effect that any correspondence received which was considered trivial, repetitive or irrelevant would not, in future, be responded to.

2165 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

Prior to questions being invited, the Chairman read a prepared statement clarifying his and the Council’s position over the letters circulated in Redbrook prior to the public meeting on 31 May.

2165.1 Mr Ham referring to minute 2142.4 asked who had made the decision not to reply to the letter from Ms Jones.  The Chairman replied that as the letter was addressed to him he felt justified in dealing with it in the way in which he had. Mr Ham expressed the view that this action and the effect of the resolution passed at the June meeting (minute 2158 – see above) was undemocratic.   Alan Purvis asked whether a letter had been sent in reply to Marie Griffiths’ first letter and was advised by the Chairman that it had not but that he was aware that his feelings had been made known her.  
2166 PLANNING

2166.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED



2166.1.1 Newland:  The Coach House  Bells Old Grammar School [P0981/07/COU] – change of use  from coach house to dwelling with part of building to be used for stabling (Revised scheme).  Council comment: no objection


2166.1.2 Newland: Valley Brook Farm [P0942/07/COU] – change of use of agricultural land to dog training with the siting of 4 portable buildings. (Renewal of consent).  Council comment: no objection, however it was noted that complaints had been received that  on occasions dogs were kept on site at night causing noise nuisance.



2166.1.3 Coleford: Angel Farm [P0853/07/OUT]– residential development of 100 dwellings.  Council comment: strong objection on grounds of capacity of Newland WWTW.  Request to Secretary of State to call in the application.

2166.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS DETERMINED


2166.2.1 Clearwell: land at Bridge House  The Cross – erection of a detached dwelling.  Permitted with 9 conditions



2166.2.2 Trow Green: Rose Cottage – erection of a detached double private car garage.  Permitted with 2 conditions.
2167 FINANCE


2167.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



David Wheeler left the meeting while these items were discussed.  It was proposed by Alan Purvis seconded by Marie Griffiths and resolved  that the following accounts be paid: 
	
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	VAT
	Total
	#

	2167.1.1
	Moore Stephens
	External audit fee
	£  135.00
	£  23.62
	£  158.62
	1

	2167.1.2 
	FODDC
	Parish Council election May 2007
	£1215.64


	
	£1215.64
	1

	2167.1.3
	D Wheeler
	Minibus hire
	£    50.00
	
	£    50.00
	1

	2167.1.4
	GAPTC
	Training courses – 

3 x ‘Nuts & Bolts’

3 x ‘Being A Good Councillor’
	£  150.00

£    60.00
	
	£  210.00
	1

	2167.1.5
	Redbrook Contact Group
	August Round Up
	£  102.97
	
	£  102.97
	3

	2167.1.6 
	MD Jenkins Printers Ltd
	Summer newsletter
	£    49.00
	
	£    49.00
	2

	
	
	TOTALS
	£1762.61
	£  23.62
	£1786.23
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111
2 – s.142
3 – s.137
4 - 112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 
10 – Highways Act 1980, s.96


11 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
12 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

13 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

14 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    
15 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 

16 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3
17 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)


18 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3


2167.2 EXTERNAL AUDIT OF 2006/07 ACCOUNTS


It was reported that the External Auditors had issued a clean certificate.


2167.3 PERIODIC FINANCE REPORT



Members considered and accepted the financial report as at 31 July.


2167.4 REQUEST FOR GRANT FROM CLEARWELL SCHOOL



It was proposed by Howard Hancocks, seconded by Marie Griffiths and resolved that a donation of £180 be made towards the provision of play equipment to Clearwell school on the understanding that this was not funding which should have been provided by the LEA and that it was a ‘one-off’ grant rather than one of a series. 
2168 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS


2168.1 REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL STREET LIGHTS AT COACH ROAD / A466 JUNCTION – REDBROOK


It was agreed to liaise with GCC Highways to investigate the possibility and costs of installing two new street lights at this location.


2168.2 PART NIGHT OPERATION OF STREET LIGHTING


GCC Highways were seeking consultation on a scheme to turn out certain street lights between 0000 and 0530 GMT to save costs and reduce carbon emissions.  Members were generally in agreement with the proposal but felt a meeting with officers was essential to establish exactly which lights would be affected.  It was also felt that low energy bulbs should be fitted.

2168.3 A466 BIGSWEIR BRIDGE - REDBROOK



It was reported that GCC Highways were hoping to start remedial work in stabilising the bank alongside the A466 in September.  This would be achieved by rock netting and may involve short periods of closures of the road.  It was felt that the biannual inspection of trees by the Woodland Trust was not frequent enough and that they should be asked to undertake this work annually. It was agreed to write to GCC Highways to thank them for dealing with the most recent tree / landslip so rapidly.

2168.4 EXTENSION OF 40 MPH SPEED LIMIT – B4228 – SLING



It was reported that preliminary research was to be undertaken by GCC Highways to establish whether it justified an extension of the speed limit zone.

2168.5 FINGER POST – CLEARWELL



It was reported that the finger post and a bollard at each end of the Well footpath had been installed.  These items would be added to the Asset register and insurance schedule.

2169 LITTLE CHEF SITE  REDBROOK


It was reported that a reply had been received from FODDC to the Parish Council response to the consultation on the proposals for the site.  Despite the Parish Councils request that a play area was not ruled out of the plans they were proceeding on the basis that there would be no such provision.  Also there was strong feeling against allowing a fast food / ice cream facility on the site as such provisions were already available in or close to the village and would encourage village children to cross the A466 to purchase items.
2170 CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA IN REDBROOK

The Chairman read a prepared statement to the effect that he was satisfied with the assurances he had received from the Chairman of the Millennium Green Trust that the trustees were currently and had always acted in accordance with the objects of the Trust Deed and that they were currently actively considering the possibility of siting a play area on the Millennium Green.  As things stood at present there was no requirement or duty on the Parish Council to become involved in this matter and he proposed that this item be deleted from the agenda.  The proposal was lost (voting 3 for, 4 against, 1 abstention).

Howard Hancocks and Alan Purvis left the meeting for the remainder of this item.


Marie Griffiths challenged the assurance made by the Chairman of the Millennium Green Trust to the Parish Council Chairman in that she did not believe that the trustees had taken account of the views of residents in the past.  Marie Griffiths then left the meeting for the remainder of this item.


The Council was asked to consider holding either a Parish Council run ballot or a Parish Poll to gauge opinion on a preferred location for a play area.  It was agreed not to pursue either of these options but instead to write to the Millennium Green Trust inviting them to advise the Parish Council of their current intentions, what difficulties they envisaged having to overcome to achieve their objectives and offering the Parish Council’s help if it were needed.  The Parish Council would also welcome a presentation on their plans and proposals to one of its meetings.
2171 PARISH PLAN


It was reported that Teri Chance and Marie Griffiths had met to move the project forward.  Historic reports for inclusion in the plan were being prepared and the table of the results of the survey would be posted on the web site and copies left in shops and pubs inviting public comment by the end of August.  A further meeting had been arranged with Kate Baugh (GRCC).
2172 PARISH FAMILIARISATION TOUR

It was reported that all those who attended found the exercise useful and interesting and it was felt that this might be repeated on a regular bases – perhaps as well as a footpath walk with residents invited.

2173 PARISH COUNCIL’S 4 YEAR DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY


(So called to avoid confusion with the Parish Plan)

The brainstorming session had produced many ideas for consideration and it was agreed that a sub committee comprising the Chairman, David Wheeler, Howard Hancocks, Hannah Freeman and the Clerk would meet and decide on a priority and outline plans for achieving each element.  The group would report back to the October meeting.
2174 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS


Terry Hale reported:


2174.1 on problems with fly posting and that legislation was likely to be introduced towards the end of 2007 to enable authorities to take action against offenders;

2174.2 that he had brought up the subject of off road vehicle using heritage paths with the Wye Valley AONB.

2174.3 Following receipt of an e mail from Dr Pearson to Terry Hale, the Chairman read a prepared statement about the commenting by the public on Council minutes before they were formally adopted by the Parish Council.  The Clerk, at the request of Terry Hale, then read a prepared response to the e-mail regarding the minutes of the June Parish Council meeting pointing out inaccuracies in the allegations made.  The Parish Council would now consider its policy on minuting the public participation sessions, would reconsider how many such sessions there should be, and whether the draft minutes would continue to be made available to the public.
2175 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2175.1 PARISH PLANS FORUM



Teri Chance reported attending the last meeting with the Clerk.  The Parish biodiversity study would need to be incorporated into the plan; the Clerk was attempting to obtain a copy from FODDC.  The announcement of the results of the Calor Gas Village of the year competition had been postponed until September.


2175.2 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Terry Hale reported that efforts are being directed into seeking solutions to the problem of flooding in the Coleford catchment area and to this end a meeting had been arranged for 10 August with Welsh Water and others.  Members were content that the concerns of the three parish villages would be conveyed.


2175.3 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES WORKING GROUP



Marie Griffiths reported that meetings with the fundraisers and the Bristol Charity had been arranged for August and that as a precautionary measure residents had been advised to place their name on the District Councils housing list.


2175.4 TRAINING COURSES ATTENDED



John James reported attending the ‘Being a Good Councillor’ session which he found interesting but not particularly useful.  He had copied the notes from the session to the three new Councillors and asked Teri Chance to attend the remaining sessions in his stead.
2176 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION

2176.1 GCC – invitation to Speed Management Conference – Pittville Pump Rooms  Cheltenham

11/9/07 @ 1230 – 1700.  Marie Griffiths to attend


2176.2 Wye Valley AONB – invitation to join the consultative group for the ‘Overlooking The Wye’ 




Heritage Lottery Fund bid.  Marie Griffiths to join.


2176.3 GCC – Municipal Waste Management Strategy consultation (closes 6/9/07).  Marie Griffiths to

                                        respond


2176.4 GCC – items for discussion at 6th Annual Highways Maintenance & Transport Seminar.  Five 

                                        points for discussion submitted


2176.5 Bell’s Foundation – request to nominate a replacement for Peter Chamberlain.  David Wheeler 

                                       nominated.

2177 PUBLIC COMMENT

2177.1 Mrs Adcock asked if members were aware that the Redbrook store now has a post office open between 1400 and 1700 weekdays.  It was suggested that the shop obtain Post office notices which could be displayed on Parish Council notice boards.
2178 ITEMS FOR NOTIFICATION


2178.1 District Councillor Terry Hale had been asked by FODDC to present, jointly with an officer, the District Councils Corporate Plan to the Parish Council and it was agreed that they be invited to the October meeting.  Any information which was available prior to that meeting would be welcomed.

2178.2 It was reported that a letter of complaint against noise from building works had been submitted by a Redbrook resident to FODDC.  The complainant felt that the FODDC’s response was inadequate and in view of the fact that the Parish Council would not meet for two months, the Clerk was asked to take the matter up with the FODDC.

2179 DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS


25 September - monthly Council meeting – Clearwell Memorial Hall @ 1900

30 October – monthly Council meeting – Newland Village Room* @ 1900


27 November – monthly Council meeting – Redbrook Village Hall @ 1900
*  It is likely that Newland Village Room will not be available following recent flooding and the venue for the October meeting may need to be changed.

The meeting closed at 2110.






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2007
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