                                                                                      Newland Parish Council meeting – February 2007

Minutes 2063 –2078    
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL

ON 27 FEBRUARY 2007 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


Terry Hale (Chairman), Marie Griffiths, Howard Hancocks, Nicola Jones, Alan Purvis and David Wheeler 
2063 APOLOGIES


John James (holiday), Peter Chamberlain (attending Coleford Town Council), James Blanch (prior engagement) 
2064 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	Councillor(s)
	Minute
	Nature of interest
	Reason

	Terry Hale, Nicola Jones
	2069.1.3 & 4
	Personal
	Trustees of hall (adjacent property)


2065 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 30 JANAURY 2007

The minutes were accepted as a true record; proposed by David Wheeler, seconded by Marie Griffiths, and they were signed by the Chairman
2066 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Re minute 2051.1 - it was reported that it was understood that a meeting of the Clearwell Quarry Liaison Group would be held by the end on March at which the question of HGV traffic could be raised.

Re minute 2051.2 – it was agreed to await the return of the Chairman before agreeing a date for the commissioning of the Denis Gething Memorial bench.


Re minute 2052 – it was reported that, following a meeting with the FODDC Conservation Officer, it was agreed that repointing could be undertaken without Listed Building Consent and a quotation was awaited from the stonemason.  Permission was being sought from the landowner for this work.  Any further work to the wellhead would need to be the subject of a planning application and supported by historic evidence.  Grants may be available from FODDC.

Re minute 2056 – it was reported that the Parish Council had been awarded Quality Status on 22 January 2007 and that a presentation ceremony by the Chairman of the Accreditation Panel had preceded this meeting.  Members asked that their thanks to the Clerk be recorded for his enthusiasm for the scheme and for preparing the Portfolio of Evidence.

2067 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

2067.1 County Councillor Bill Evans, as a Governor of Redbrook school, asked that the Parish Council give whatever support it could for the extension to the buildings.  He said that the school had been through a difficult period and that a new Head teacher had recently been appointed.


2067.2 In answer to a question by Michael Jones, the Clerk explained the benefits to the Council and the Parish of being awarded Quality Status.


2067.3 Michael Jones questioned the validity of informal meetings, asked where in the legislation it states that such meetings may be held, and asked if the Parish Council would accept his view that such meetings should not take place.   The Chairman declined to answer these questions.
2068 RESOLUTION TABLED BY ALAN PURVIS


Alan Purvis tabled the following resolution “that this Council will not in future hold informal meetings”.  There was no seconder of the resolution and thus it failed.


There followed discussion around correspondence initiated by Alan Purvis to the Chairman and responded to by the Clerk in which he questioned the openness of the Council in holding informal meetings, whether the population of the parish were adequately consulted on projects undertaken and whether members should be willing to ‘fudge’ figures in the precept.  Whilst it was agreed that public perception of the Council’s actions was important it was also accepted by the majority that the public was kept informed of what the Council was doing and that there had been no ‘fudging’ of figures in the precept.  The public had been asked in the latest newsletter if they would welcome closer contact with Councillors through the use of regular surgeries, and not one reply had been received.
2069 PLANNING


2069.1 APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED 



2069.1.1 Newland: The Vicarage Coach House – management of trees within Newland Conservation Area (reduce side limbs of 1 Willow tree away from adjoining property).  Council comment: no objection



2069.1.2 Clearwell: Land at Bridge House  The Cross – erection of a detached dwelling.  Council comment: no objection, however, in line with the Parish Council Planning Policy we would wish to see solar panels on the south side of the building.  Regret the loss of the open space and point out that the Parish Council owns adjoining land.


2069.1.3 Clearwell: Tudor Cottage  High Street – rebuilding of partly collapsed roof on existing annexe and reinstatement of first floor (Revised scheme).  Council comment: no objection


2069.1.4 Clearwell: Tudor Cottage  High Street – Listed Building Consent for the rebuilding of partly collapsed roof on existing annexe and reinstatement of first floor (Revised scheme).  Council comment: no objection

2069.2 APPLICATIONS DETERMINED



2069.2.1 Redbrook: The Old Bakery – installation of solar panels. Permitted with 1 condition



2069.2.2 Clearwell - Tudor Cottage  High Street – rebuilding of partly collapsed roof on existing annexe and reinstatement of first floor.  Refused.


2069.2.3 Clearwell: Tudor Cottage  High Street – Listed Building Consent for the rebuilding of partly collapsed roof on existing annexe and reinstatement of first floor.  Refused.
2070 FINANCE


2070.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


It was proposed by Nicola Jones, seconded by Howard Hancocks and resolved  that the following accounts be paid:  
	Reference
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	 + VAT
	Value of cheque
	#

	2070.1.1
	Redbrook Contact Group
	February Round Up
	£  108.00
	
	£  108.00
	3

	2070.1.2
	Gloucestershire Aids Trust
	Grant (replacement cheque)
	£    50.00
	
	£    50.00
	3

	TOTALS
	
	
	 £ 158.00
	
	£  158.00
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111

2 – s.142
3 – s.137
4 - 112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 
10 – Highways Act 1980, s.96

11 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
12 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

13 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

14 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)      15 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 
16 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3
17 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)


18 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3
2071 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS


2071.1 NEW STREET LIGHT – INCLINE BRIDGE  REDBROOK


It was reported that a reply was awaited from Monmouth Town Council to a suggestion that they make a financial contribution to the project.

2071.2 INSPECTION OF CLASS 4 AND 5 HIGHWAYS WITHIN THE PARISH


It was agreed to draw up a schedule of these roads and arrange for Councillors to walk them and to compile a report of defects etc.


2071.3 CLOSURE OF A466 AND PROPOSED CLOSURE OF UPPER REDBROOK ROAD



It was reported that the closure of the A466 was as a result of a series of major landslips which would take some time to evaluate and deal with.  It was hoped to re-open the road shortly with alternating traffic flow control by lights, and with traffic protected by concrete barriers.  A longer term solution could take months to complete.  Signage had been improved following liaison by County Councillor Bill Evans and the various businesses affected.  It was agreed that the Clerk should enquire of GCC Highways what their proposals were for securing the bank along the complete stretch from Bigsweir to Redbrook.



It was further reported that Welsh Water planned to install a new sewer in Upper Redbrook Road between 5 March and mid June and although the road would need to be completely closed at some stage, for the majority of the period it would be restricted to alternating flow under the control of traffic lights.  The Clerk was asked to contact both GCC Highways and Welsh Water to ensure that they liaised to avoid both this road and the A466 being closed at the same time.
2072 PARISH PLAN


It was agreed to arrange a meeting on 18 April in Clearwell Memorial Hall at 1930 and invite all those members of the public who were invited to the initial meeting, with a view to enrolling some of them onto the Working Group to push the project forward.
2073 RESOLUTION TABLED BY DAVID WHEELER

David Wheeler tabled the following resolution “that this Parish Council resolved to invite relevant officers of the Forest of Dean District Council to meet Newland Parish Council to discuss how the views of the constituent villages of the parish are represented at District Council level.” 

The resolution was amended to read “that this Parish Council resolved to invite officers of the Democratic Services department of the Forest of Dean District Council to meet Newland Parish Council to discuss how the views of the Parish are represented at District Council level.”
The amended resolution was proposed by Nicola Jones, seconded by Marie Griffiths and agreed (voting: 5 for, 0 against, 1 abstention).

2074 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

2074.1 ALMSHOUSES WORKING GROUP



It was reported that progress had slowed a little due to the illness of one member of the group; but a reply was still awaited from Haberdashers and the group was still looking to form a Trust.  It was requested that GRCC be kept informed of developments.


2074.2 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



It was reported that plans for the new Enterprise Centre had been submitted and that there could be problems with a sewage pipe.

2074.3 POLICE AND COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE


It was reported that the question of sex offenders was raised and the meeting advised that there were 6 high risk, 18 medium risk and 9 low risk offenders in the County.  Fraud showed the highest increase in types of crime. The number of ‘cautions’ issued by police was increasing – this was recorded as a crime solved in the police statistics.
2075 CORRESPONDENCE (action required)

2075.1 Dept for Communities & Local Government (DCLG) – A Draft Revised Model 

                         Code of Conduct for Local Authorities – consultation –  responses considered and to

                         be submitted by the Clerk.


2075.2 FODDC – Notice of Parish Partnership meeting – DC Offices 21/3/07 @ 1900.  

                         Agenda items requested


2075.3 Tidenham Parish Council  – request for support for an amendment to the 

                        Concessionary Fares Bill.  Agreed to support


2075.4 GCC – Gloucestershire Medal for Courage 2006 – nominations invited


2075.5 Local Works – request to seek MP’s support for an Early Day Motion.  Agreed to 

                        support.


2075.6 GCC First Seminar for Parish & Town Councils – Shire Hall 6/3/07 @1730


2075.7 FODDC Play Strategy Questionnaire


2075.8 Wye Valley AONB – progress meeting re Heritage Lottery Fund bid – Hadnock Road

                       13/3/07 @ 1600

2076 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED (for notification only)


2076.1 SW Conference of Local Council’s Associations – Elections 2007 Information Pack


2076.2 GAPTC – courses schedule to April 2007


2076.3 Enjoy England – celebrate St George’s Day information pack


2076.4 FODDC – Elections 2007 timetable


2076.5 GCC re revised but timetables (link on web site)


2076.6 FODDC – Little Chef site contamination survey


2076.7 GCC – proposed Lorry Management Scheme - Cotswolds
2077 PUBLIC COMMENT


2077.1 Michael Jones explained the history of why the Redbrook Contact Group was set up.

2077.2 County Councillor Bill Evans asked if the Council was aware of a partial wall collapse in

                        Church Road  Clearwell.
2078 DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

27 March – Monthly Parish Council meeting – Newland Village Room @ 1900


18 April (provisional) – Parish Plan public meeting – Clearwell Memorial Hall @ 1930


24 April – Annual Parish Meeting – Redbrook Village Hall @ 1900

24 April – Monthly Parish Council meeting – Redbrook Village Hall following the

                
Annual Parish Meeting

[3 May – District and Parish Council elections]

15 May – Statutory Annual Parish Council meeting 

                [Note change from last Tuesday of the month to meet statutory requirement]


The meeting closed at 2130.






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2007
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