                                                                                      Newland Parish Council meeting – April 2007

Minutes 2096 –2111  

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL
[image: image1.jpg]~

QUALITY
PARISH

COUNCIL




MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL
ON 24 APRIL 2007 AT 1940
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), James Blanch, Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis and David Wheeler 
2096 APOLOGIES


Peter Chamberlain, Nicola Jones  
2097 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	Councillor(s)
	Minute
	Nature of interest
	Reason

	Terry Hale
	2101.1.1
	Prejudicial
	Acquainted with applicant

	Terry Hale
	2101.1.4
	Prejudicial
	Owns adjoining land

	Marie Griffiths
	2101.1.2
	Personal
	Owns adjoining land

	Alan Purvis
	2101.1.3
	Personal
	Acquainted with applicant

	James Blanch
	2101.1.5
	Prejudicial
	Applicant


2098 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 27 MARCH 2007

Subject to two spelling errors the minutes were accepted as a true record; proposed by David Wheeler, seconded by James Blanch, and signed by the Chairman
2099 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Re minute 2083 (referring to minute 2073) – the Clerk advised that the meeting with FODDC would be arranged after the election.


Re minute 2084.2 – the Clerk had reported the activity in Highbury Woods to English Heritage.


Re minute 2093.3 – it was reported that no reply had been received from FODDC

2100 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None.
2101 PLANNING


2101.1 APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED



2101.1.1 Newland: Medina – management of trees within Newland Conservation Area 

                                (involves reducing height and spread of 9 Leylandii).  Council comment: no objection


2101.1.2 Newland: Lodges & Valley Farm  Laundry Lane – creation of 4 ponds for nature
       Conservation.  Council comment: no objection 



2101.1.3 Redbrook: The Coach House  Coach Road – erection of replacement decking of 



increased size.  Council comment: no objection


2101.1.4 Clearwell: The Bungalow  Pingry Lane – erection of a front boundary wall and gates
(part replacement) (Amended scheme to include natural stone facing to roadside and 
reduction in height).


2101.1.5 Newland: Cherry Orchard Farm – application under s.191 to establish the use of land
for up to 5 touring caravans and up to 25 tents, together with ancillary works. Resubmission).  Council comment: no objection
2101.2 APPLICATIONS DETERMINED

2101.2.1 Clearwell: Tudor Cottage  High Street – rebuilding of partially collapsed roof on existing annexe and reinstatement of first floor. (Revised scheme).  Permitted with 4 conditions.


2101.2.2 Clearwell: Tudor Cottage  High Street – Listed Building Consent for rebuilding of partially collapsed roof on existing annexe and reinstatement of first floor. (Revised scheme).  Permitted with 4 conditions.

2102 FINANCE


2102.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



It was proposed by James Blanch, seconded by David Wheeler and resolved  that the following accounts be paid:  
	Reference
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	 + VAT
	Value of cheque
	#

	2102.1.1
	GAPTC
	Subscription 2007/08
	£  172.84
	
	£  172.84
	5

	2102.1.2
	Newland Village Hall
	Hire of hall 2006/07
	£    48.00
	
	£    48.00
	6

	2102.1.3
	Redbrook Contact Group
	April ‘Round Up’
	£  107.00

	
	£  107.00
	3

	TOTALS
	
	
	£  327.84
	
	£  327.84
	

	# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111
2 – s.142
3 – s.137
4 - 112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 
10 – Highways Act 1980, s.96


11 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
12 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

13 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

14 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)      15 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 

16 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3
17 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)


18 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3





2102.2 ACCOUNTS 2006/07


The draft accounts were presented to the meeting, proposed by Howard Hancocks, seconded by Alan Purvis and adopted.  The Clerk reported that it would necessary to appoint a new Internal Auditor.

2102.3 REQUEST FOR INFORMATION UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT


It was suggested that a discretionary charge be imposed to cover the cost of dealing with such requests on the basis of (a) time taken to respond at £10 / hour subject to a minimum charge of £20, (b) 5p per sheet supplied, (c) postage at cost.  It was proposed by John James, seconded by Howard Hancocks that such a charge be introduced wef 1 April 2007 and that reports of requests received be made to the Council.  The motion was carried, voting; 6 for, 1 against.

2102.4 REVIEW OF SYSTEM OF INTERNAL AUDIT



The Clerk advised that there was a duty on members to consider the effectiveness of the system of in-house financial checks at least once a year and to minute that the matter had been considered.  It was proposed by Howard Hancocks, seconded by Terry Hale that the existing system was adequate and that the checks should continue to be undertaken by the Chairman and Vice Chairman.

2103 AMENDMENTS TO CLERK’S CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT


It was proposed by Alan Purvis, seconded by Marie Griffiths and resolved to adopt the minor technical revisions as recommended by NALC.
2104 HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS


2104.1 TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURES


Details of the proposed closure of road 40068 Highmeadow, and Newland Street were advised.


2104.2 MEETING WITH GCC HIGHWAYS AND OTHERS TO DISCUSS A466 LANDSLIP PROBLEMS



GCC had agreed to this meeting; date to be agreed,


2104.3 HGV RESTRICTIONS ON SHOP HOUSE – TROW GREEN ROAD



GCC had confirmed that a sum of £5500 had been paid by Clearwell Quarry and that it may be possible to impose weight limit / width restrictions on this road this year.


2104.4 IMPROVEMENTS TO ROAD CLEARWELL QUARRY – SHOP HOUSE



GCC had confirmed that £88000 had been ring fenced for work on the road and that patching and resurfacing would take place this year.


2104.5 BOLLARDS AT THE CROSS CLEARWELL



English Heritage would not allow the installation of the bollards selected by the Parish Council and required submission of a revised plan to incorporate into Scheduled Monument Planning Application in due course.


2104.6 STORM DAMAGE TO FOOTPATH AT CLEARWELL WELL



The Clerk was asked to liaise with the contractor to have the gravel replaced.  It was acknowledge that similar damage would occur from time to time.
2105 CLEARWELL PUMPHOUSE

A response was awaited from the landowner before this project could be progressed.
2106 PARISH PLAN


It was reported that the public meeting held on 17 April was attended by 20 residents.  GRCC were making further changes to the draft plan and this would then be returned to the Parish Council to complete items such as financial considerations.  It was confirmed that once the plan was agreed it should be implemented by a working group to include residents.  The plan remained the ‘property’ of the Parish Council and the working group should report to each meeting and obtain agreement to any proposals they wished to put forward.
2107 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2107.1 ALMSHOUSE WORKING GROUP


Marie Griffiths reported that they are still talking to the Charity Commission; other than that there was nothing to report.


2107.2 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Terry Hale reported that the plans for the Enterprise Centre had been displayed at the Festival of Transport and that constructive suggestions had been made by the public.

2107.3 POLICE & COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING



No report – their meeting clashed with this Parish Council meeting


2107.4 PARISH PLANS FORUM



The Clerk reported that it was important that plans were fed into the District database and that they were used as ‘bottom up’ policy feeds into District Council  policies.

2108 CORRESPONDENCE (action required)

2108.1 REQUIRING ACTION


2108.1 Jan Baynham (Village Agent): requesting opportunity to address June Parish Council
                    
Meeting (agreed)


2108.2 CPRE: entry form for Bledisloe Cup competition (forms available from the Clerk)


2108.3 GRCC: entry forms for Calor Gloucestershire Village of the Year competition 

(forms available from the Clerk)


2108.4 St Briavels Parish Council: views on proposed bus service cuts.

(Matter already resolved)

2109 PUBLIC COMMENTS


None

2110 ITEMS FOR NOTIFICATION

None, however David Wheeler expressed the view, in this his 26th year as a Parish Councillor, that the Parish Council, the Chairman and the Clerk had achieved a lot throughout the Parish over the last 4 years.  James Blanch endorsed that view and said how he had enjoyed his time as a Councillor during the past 12 years. 

2111 FORTHCOMING MEETINGS



1 May – meeting with Central Networks – Clearwell Memorial Hall @ 1000


[3 May – Parish and District Council elections]


15 May – Statutory Parish Council meeting – Redbrook Village Hall @ 1900


26 June – monthly Parish Council meeting – Newland Village Room @ 1900


31 July - monthly Parish Council meeting – Redbrook Village Hall @ 1900
The meeting closed at 2140.
[After event re minute 2102.3: it has subsequently been established that although the Act allows for a “reasonable charge” to be made for the provision of information, it specifically excludes a provision for making a charge for the time taken in preparing and despatching the information.  This will need to be formally corrected at the next meeting]






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2007
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