Consortium of Wye Valley Councils meeting – 8 October 2009

Minutes 54 - 63 


CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN LLANDOGO MILLENNIUM HALL

ON THURSDAY 8 OCTOBNER 2009 AT 2000
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the consortium]

ABBREVIATIONS

	AONB
	Wye Valley AONB
	
	MH
	Mark Harper MP

	DD
	David Davies MP
	
	NPC
	Newland Parish Council

	FC(W)
	Forestry Commission (Wales)
	
	SACC
	St Arvans Community Council

	FODDC
	Forest of Dean District Council
	
	SBPC
	St Briavels Parish Council

	GCC(llr)
	Gloucestershire County Council(lor)
	
	TCC
	Tintern Community Council

	GCH
	Gloucestershire County Highways
	
	TPC
	Tidenham Parish Council

	HBPC
	Hewelsfield & Brockweir Parish Council
	
	TUCC
	Trellech United Community Council

	MCC(llr)
	Monmouthshire County Council(lor)
	
	WT
	Woodland Trust

	MCH 
	Monmouthshire County Highways
	
	
	


PRESENT

David Wheeler (Chairman), Marie Griffiths (NPC), Janet Saunders (TCC), Ashley Thomas (TUCC), Dave Slater (SBPC) Ann Webb (MCC)

55 APOLOGIES

Bob Dagger (TUCC), David Davies MP, Rob Williams (TCC).

R Crighton (Clerk) who was unwell and to whom the meeting expressed the hope that he would make a speedy recovery.

56 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

57 DISCUSSION

There was an initial discussion regarding whether the Consortium had properly encouraged expert witnesses and others to attend the meetings, and it was felt that it had done so.

58 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 2 JULY 2009

The minutes were read and agreed and would be signed by the Chairman as soon as possible.

59 MATTERS ARISING


59.1 CLOSURE OF A4136 

There was a discussion regarding the road closure of the A4136 at Staunton. Some comment had been received that co-operation between the two Highways authorities had been less than perfect. It was agreed that the official diversion had been very long and that it was not surprising that local drivers had ignored it and tried to use the Upper Redbrook Road. It was agreed that the matter would be discussed further if the Clerk had further information.
[Clerk’s comment: I have lodged a complaint on behalf of Newland Parish Council to Monmouth County Highways.  Their reply does not accept my asertions].


59.2 MANAGEMENT OF TREES

Cllr Ashley Thomas drew the meeting’s attention to the Wye Valley Woodland Advisory Group, which is a sub-group of the Wye Valley AONB Committee. For further information on this nature conservation body, please contact Andrew Blake.
60 RIVER BRIDGES
The Clerk had sent a report of his correspondence with Monmouthshire and Gloucestershire Highways authorities on ownership and maintenance. With the exception of Chepstow Old Bridge, the bridges were reported to be owned jointly by the two Councils but generally managed and maintained by Gloucestershire. The meeting agreed the following:

· There are concerns about the stated ownership of Redbrook Railway Bridge. Several members agreed that the attached footbridge might be jointly owned by the County Councils, but felt that the railway bridge structure was owned by British Railways in some way. It was agreed that if the railway bridge fell down it became somewhat immaterial as to who owned and was responsible for the footbridge!  Cllr Ashley Thomas suggested that Matthew Lewis of the Monmouthshire Countryside Service had further information on this. Several members of the meeting believed that the British Railways Board inspected the bridge, possibly every two years.
· Bigsweir Bridge: Repainting is reportedly due in 2010. However the meeting felt that irrespective of repair; renovation or painting, this bridge, because of its historical, engineering and artistic value and importance should be ‘gardened’ and spruced up every year. It was felt that a man with some gardening gloves could probably effect tidying once a year with no difficulty within one day. The meeting commented that there was grass and saplings growing into the superstructure of this bridge. It was agreed to ask the Clerk to write to the appropriate authority to ask that ‘cleansing’ work be carried out on an annual basis

61 BIGSWEIR BRIDGE TOLL HOUSE  
Cllr Ashley Thomas reported that the matter of ownership and renovation had been taken up by Monmouthshire County Council, and that Guy Delamere had passed the matter to Simon Robertshaw – the Conservation Officer. It was believed that original restoration works had been agreed some time ago by the owner – the Bigsweir Estate (General John Hopkinson); Monmouthshire County Council and CADW. There was discussion on the status of the building – Ancient Monument or Listed Building.  The meeting discussed what use could the building be put to, and it was noted that it had neither a water supply nor an electricity supply.

It was agreed to keep this item on the agenda for further discussion.

62 CROSS BORDER EMERGENCY SERVICES LIAISON
The Chairman read out a report from the Clerk and it was agreed that we would note the report and keep the item on the agenda for further discussion. It was agreed to ask the Clerk to continue his enquiries with the mid-Wales Consortium

63 PRIORITIES FOR CONSORTIUM TO CONSIDER
It was felt that we had a reasonable amount of work to do in continuing to investigate current topics, and priorities were therefore identified as:

· Continuing monitoring of landslips and Highways liaison

· River Bridges

· Cross Border Liaison

· Bigsweir Toll House

· Japanese Knotweed – if any further action is needed
64 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Cllr Ashley Thomas commented upon the Sustainable Development Fund which was available to Communities and Councils in the Wye Valley AONB. He stated that this was originally an initiative on the Welsh side only, but that monies were also now available on the English side. Monies are available for all sorts of loosely environmental and community heritage projects, but that monies are more likely to be forthcoming if they are partially match funded by communities or local councils

It was noted that the Welsh Community Councillors knew about this, whereas this was new information for the Gloucestershire Parishes. It was agreed to ask the Clerk to discuss this with Cllr Ashley Thomas and distribute further information.
65 DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING
Both to be advised – scheduled for January 2010
The meeting closed at approximately 2100. 
.......................................................... Chairman ......................./.........../2009
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