                                                                                   Newland Parish Council meeting – 31 March 2009
Minutes 2521–2541 

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL  
ON  31 MARCH 2009 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Hannah Freeman, Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter, Pamela Travers and David Wheeler
2521 APOLOGIES
None – all members present

2522 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following declarations were made and those with prejudicial interests behaved in accordance with requirements of Clause 12(2) of the Code of Conduct

	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Interest

	Louise Salter
	2526.1.1
	Owns adjacent property
	Prejudicial


2523 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 24 FEBRUARY 2009
Subject to the following corrections it was proposed by Alan Purvis and resolved that the minutes be
accepted as a true record; they were signed by the Chairman:


minute 2503.3 – date of next meeting to read 24/4/09

 
minute 2506.3 – to read “It was reported that…”

2524 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

2524.1 re minute 2504.1 – it was reported that the new owner of the Pump House was a Civil Engineer who was dealing with the landslip problem. He was prepared to attend a meeting of the council and explain what he was doing and the Clerk was asked to invite him, along with a representative from Staunton Coleford Parish Council.

2524.2 re minute 2505.3.1 – it was reported that Staunton Coleford Parish Council had raised objections to the planning application and that the Clerk had sent this council’s endorsement of those concerns to GCC.

2524.3 re minute 2507.3 – the results of the Land Registry search were still awaited from GCC.

2524.4 re minute 2512.2 – the date of the Annual Parish walk had been changed to Sunday 10/5/09


2524.5 re minute 2515.3 – it was reported that the council’s nomination was unsuccessful

2524.6 re minute 2518.1 – it was reported that Newand & Redbrook PCC had declined the invitation to report to the Annual Parish Meeting in view of impending changes to local PCCs
2525 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None
2526 PLANNING

2526.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2526.1.1
	P0371/09/OHL
Central Networks
	Clearwell: land behind Stank Farm
	Application under Circular 14/90 for the diversion of overhead line and repositioning of a new H pole
	No objection

	2526.1.2
	P0488/09/FUL

A MacBean
	Clearwell: South Lodge Church Road
	Installation of an air source heat pump
	No objection 


2526.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATION DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2526.2.1
	Redbrook: land at Chapel Lane Cottage, Church Road
	Erection of a building comprising of 4 apartment with associated garaging and parking facilities
	Refused

	2526.2.2
	Redbrook: Chapel Lane Cottage, Church Road
	Alterations and extensions to dwelling
	Permitted with 3 conditions

	2526.2.3
	Newland: land at Newland House
	Construction of 2 ponds (retrospective)
	Permitted with 1 condition


2526.3 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – OTHER MATTERS
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2526.3.1
	Clearwell: The Granary, Church Farm
	Conversion of Dove Cote into a holiday let, and Listed Building Consent for the same
	Applications withdrawn


2526.4 GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Comment

	2526.4.1
	Stowe Green: Clearwell Quarry
	Relocation and replacement of the Asphalt plant
	No objection


2527 FINANCE

2527.1 REVENUE GRANT TO NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM



It was reported that audited accounts for the two years to 31 December 2007 & 2008 had been produced but without any indication of the committee’s proposals for the future.  It was agreed to continue to defer payment of the 2008/09 grant and to invite the committee to a council meeting to explain their intentions.

2527.2 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was proposed by David Wheeler and resolved that the following payment be made:

	Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value of 
cheque

£
	#

	2527.2.1
	R Morgan
	Distribution of 4 editions of newsletter
	20.00
	
	20.00
	2

	2527.2.2
	R Crighton
	Salary Feb-Mar
Salary adjustment (final pay award 0.3%)

Allowances

Travel

Telephone, broadband

Anti-virus renewal (50%)

Domain name renewal
	1219.80
16.10

52.37

61.05

25.90

31.47

5.90
	0.89
	1413.48
	4
4

10
10

10

1

2

	2527.2.3
	Glasdon UK Ltd
	3 x dog waste bins
	704.76
	105.71
	810.47
	21

	2527.2.4
	Redbrook Contact Group
	February Round Up
	130.00
	
	130.00
	3

	2527.2.5
	FODDC
	20 x dog fouling signs
	100.00
	
	100.50
	21

	TOTALS
	2367.35
	106.60
	2473.95
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111

2 – s.142(2A)
3 – s.137
4 – s.112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – s.145          10 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 


11 – Highways Act 1980, s.96   12 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)
  13 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3

14 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
       15 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

16 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

17 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    

18 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 19 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3  
20 – Highways Act 1980, ss 43,50  21 – Litter Act 1983 ss.5,6

2527.3 PROVISIONAL FINANCIAL YEAR END POSITION


The Clerk advised that the provisional position shows a deficit of £1286 compared to a budgeted deficit of £2665.

2527.4 APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR


It was resolved to appoint Margaret Highton  (a member of the GAPTC Internal Auditor panel) to undertake the audit and the Clerk was authorised to issue a Letter of Engagement.
2528 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2528.1 FLOODING – COUNCIL VILLAS CLEARWELL


It was reported that there was an incident of flooding on 5 March caused by a blocked culvert under the road.  There was a similar blockage in Margery Lane which Gloucestershire Highways proposed to deal with in the new financial year.
2529 LITTLE CHEF SITE CAR PARK DEVELOPMENT


It was reported by Terry Hale that Kevin Howarth (Land & Property Manager FODDC) had resigned; however the project was proceeding and further news was expected within a couple of weeks.
2530 PARISH PLAN UPDATE
· Litter bins on order from FODDC – delivery expected in May
· Dog bins delivered – to be installed at same time as litter bins by FODDC contractor

· Letter received from Environment Agency stating they had no concerns over the operation of the Newland WWTW

· Response from GCC re downgrading The Burial Path and parts of Rookery and French Lanes not encouraging – Clerk to continue to pursue
· Once dog bins were paid for the Clerk would apply for payment of the agreed Quick Wins grant (c £2000)

· Written quotes to be obtained for emptying dog waste bins on basis of a weekly collection initially

The Chairman of the Working Group to be asked to call a meeting to identify further elements of the plan for action.

2531 THE 4 YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN

Members agreed the following actions in respect of various policies:

C4 (Junior Parish Council): Clerk to contact Graham Spearman and include article in the next newsletter


H2 (Parish Information booklet): volunteers to be sought by newsletter article

H3 (Heritage policy): Hannah Freeman prepared to lead, volunteers to be sought by newsletter article


PC1 (Annual parish Walk): posters to be placed in the 3 villages re the walk on 10 May


PC2 (Annual minibus tour): agreed that this be held only in election years


M1 (Community transport): policy dropped but volunteers to be sought by newsletter article to assist with 

                   transporting neighbours when necessary

M2 (Appointment of parish handyman): policy dropped but volunteers to be sought by newsletter article

                    to undertake minor emergency work for residents.


M3 (Finger post at Stowe Green): policy dropped – no desire by local residents


M5 (Is there a drug problem?): Clerk to invite Gloucestershire Drugs Advisory Service to talk to council.


Parish Communication tree (effectively part of an Emergency Plan).  The Clerk would undertake more work on the draft and it would then be handed to Councillors to make contact with those suggested to see if, and which, services they were prepared to make available in an emergency.  Members to advise the Clerk of any additions to the draft list.
2532 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL


The revised criteria for Quality Status requires the council to produce an annual report as well as a Chairman’s ‘overview’ report, both of which have to be delivered to every household in the parish (via the newsletter).  Members agreed to consider the draft and bring their comments to the April meeting.  
2533 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR BILL EVANS

· Will respond to Stowfield Quarry planning application supporting Staunton Coleford Parish Councils comments
· New owner of The Pump House has been liaising with Gloucestershire Highways and has their approval for his work
· GCC has abandoned its policy of clawback of unused funds from Clearwell and Redbrook schools.  Redbrook school head has resigned and replacement being sought.  Investigating cluster working of the two schools with that at St Briavels.
2534 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS TERRY HALE AND ARTHUR THOMAS


District Councillor Terry Hale:
· Continued liaison with GH; replacement of concrete barrier at Swanpool
· Dealt with complaint about motor cycle event in Clearwell without the organiser giving the required notice
[Hannah Freeman left the meeting]

2535 REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

2535.1 CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS


David Wheeler reported on the last meeting (minutes circulated with the agenda).  Members were invited to add any concerns they have to the list of matters which the consortium might address, not losing site of the fact the A466 landslips must remain the top priority.   


2535.2 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP


Terry Hale reported that the newsletter now appears on their web site www.coleford-area.org.uk.

The group is interested in creating heritage walks and would welcome input from parish councils. 

2535.3 POLICE & COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING


Terry Hale reported that the PCCM may be dropped in favour of Neighbourhood Panels.

2535.4 GLOUCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS



The Clerk reported that training on the power of wellbeing would be offered to clerks in April / May and for councillors 2 or 3 months later.

2535.5 MEETING WITH CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE



The Clerk reported that with no organised team games assistance with maintenance had dwindled but running costs (contract grass cutting and insurance )were generally covered by income from the Clearwell Olympics.  Work continued on resolving the question of ownership of the land and the Parish Council suggested it could be appointed Custodian Trustee.  Registration of the area as a village green was also being followed through.  There was to be a public meeting on 15 April to attract new volunteers and trustees with fresh ideas, and any proposals would be put to the village before implementation.
[Alan Purvis left the meeting]


2535.6 FODDC MEETING ON FERAL WILD BOAR



Terry Hale reported that at the request of the Forestry Commission the wild boar task group was established by FODDC in January 2008 to undertake a short review of the increasing population of wild board in the forest, and to provide the Forestry Commission with a clear mandate on how best to interpret government policy on managing the situation.  It is anticipated that a full report will be presented by June 2009.  It is not  FODDCs intention to take action itself but to make  a series of recommendations to the Forestry Commission.

2535.7 FODDC COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN TRAINING


John James reported that a Working Group (to include members of the public) needs to be formed to compile a list of contacts and resources.  An article in the next newsletter would ask for volunteers.

2535.8 FODDC ‘DELIVERY OF THE PLANNING SERVICE’ SEMINAR


The Clerk reported attending the session which he found very informative.  Further sessions would be held twice yearly and the next one would be a 2 hour training session.


2535.9 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES



Terry Hale reported that a revised (lower) offer had been submitted by Marches Housing Association and rejected by The Haberdashers, thus the properties were back on the open market.

2536 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION
2536.1 FOD Road Safety Campaign ‘Time & Place’.  Proposed by David Wheeler and resolved to make 
            a ‘one-off’ grant of £150 (to be paid in April 2009) 
2536.2 FODDC – invitation to submit tender to assume responsibility for Street Cleaning in the parish. 
            The Clerk as asked to seek further information on service currently being provided.
2537 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY
2537.1  GAPTC newsletter – March 2009 (copy attached)

2537.2. FODDC Funding Focus – Winter 2009

2537.3 Standards Board for England newsletter – February 2009

2537.4 GRCC ‘Rural Communities: Local at Heart’

2537.5 ‘Clerk & Councils Direct’ March 2009

2537.6 Wye Valley AONB – ‘In Touch’ March 2009

2537.7 Wye Valley AONB – programme of events Spring – Autumn 2009

2537.8 Wye Valley AONB – ‘Picturesque’ Spring 2009

2537.9 Gloucestershire Highways – revised call centre arrangements

2537.10 Gloucestershire Highways – notes on responsibilities for trees on the highway & private land

2538 MINOR MATTERS


2538.1 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS



Marie Griffiths reported that the Highbury Terrace refuse storage was progressing with                          letters having been sent to residents advising of the facility.  There was a perceived need for a site for recycling bins in Redbrook. 

2538.2 NEWSLETTER



The next newsletter would be ready for distribution at the end of May.


2538.3 TRAINING COURSES



Attendees for the various courses were noted and their places would be booked.
2539 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS

2539.1 Mr Pearson queried the necessity for a recycling centre and was advised that it was to take items which are not collected from the kerbside such as cardboard, plastic bottles and the like.
2540 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


April – Little Chef Car Park update 

 
April – Annual review of internal policies (Clerk to delegate to John James, Terry Hale, Marie Griffiths

                        and Pamela Travers)

April – finalise wording of Annual Report

2541 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Agenda items by

	22-28 April   Clerk on holiday

	16 April
	1930
	Consortium of Wye Valley Councils
	Redbrook Village hall
	1000 on 6 April

	24 April
	1000
	Central Networks
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	

	28 April
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 on 18 April

	10 May
	1000
	Parish Walk (Burial Path: Coleford – Newland – Redbrook)
	Buchanan Recreation Ground, Coleford
	

	26 May
	1830
	Annual Parish Meeting (APM)
	Newland church
	1000 on 16 May

	26 May
	Following APM
	Annual Parish Council Meeting
	Newland church
	1000 on 16 May

	30 June
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 on 20 June

	13 July
	1800
	Clearwell Quarry Liaison Group
	Wyndham Arms, Clearwell
	1000 on 3 July

	28 July
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Newland church
	1000 on 18 July


The meeting closed at 2110. 






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2009
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