Newland Parish Council meeting – 31 January 2012
Minutes 3199 - 3225      

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL  
ON 31 JANUARY 2012  AT 1900

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS

CRGMC Clearwell Recreation Ground Management Committee  CWVC Consortium of Wye Valley Councils  
FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  

GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. 
GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty YC Newland Youth Council 
PRESENT


Cllrs John James (Chairman), Alan Purvis, Bill Evans, Eric Haile, Terry Hale, Louise Salter, Pamela Travers & David Wheeler.   4 members of the public.
3199 APOLOGIES

Cllr Pamela Travers,  County Cllr Terry Glastonbury (late arrival), District Cllr Arthur Thomas, PCSO Jenny Mansfield. 
3200 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
	Member
	Minute
	Interest
	Reason

	Cllr Hale
	3215
	Personal
	Member of FODDC

	Cllr Evans
	3215
	Personal
	Member of FODDC


3201 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 29 NOVEMBER 2012
It was resolved that the minutes be approved; they were signed by the Chairman.
3202 MATTERS ARISING


3202.1 re minute 3182.5: it was reported that there had been no work undertaken on Upper Redbrook road and that many complaints had been received about how dangerous the road surface was with deep potholes.  Once again the matter would be reported to MH expressing the view that the road presented a danger to all users - motorist, motor-cyclist, cyclists and pedestrians as vehicles swerved to avoid the worst of the potholes, coupled with the fact that there is no footway.
3203 CASUAL VACANCY (this matter was dealt with as Confidential with no member of the public present)


It was reported that as there had been no call for an election the Council was free to co-opt to fill the vacancy.  Mrs Valerie Southall had expressed an interest in being co-opted and it was resolved that she be invited to become a member of the Council.


Members of the public returned to the meeting and Mrs Southall, after completing her Declaration of Acceptance of Office, took her place on the Council.

3204 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None

3205 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL REPRESENTASTIVES

Cllr Evans was appointed the Council’s representative on the Parish Plan Working Group, Cllr Southall was appointed as the Council’s representative on the Wye Valley AONB
3206 POLICE MATTERS

No report. 
3207 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ARTHUR THOMAS

No report
3208 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR TERRY HALE

Cllr Hale reported that he was following up the complaints about the inappropriate use of shotguns. Cllr Evans asked Cllr Hale’s view on services being taken over from the County and District Councils by Parish Councils and was advised that in view of Central Government cuts this was inevitable but that it was for Parish Councils to decide which responsibilities they wished to assume and to precept accordingly.
3209 PLANNING

3209.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	3209.1.1
	P2291/11 FUL

Mr Park
	Clearwell: The Smithy, High Street
	Alterations, extensions and re-modelling of existing dwelling
	No objection but request that consideration be given to the possibility of over-shadowing of adjacent bungalow by the increase in height of this property to two storeys
Application withdrawn

	3209.1.2


	P0103/12/TCA

Mrs A Danter
	Clearwell: Clearwell Castle
	Tree work in Conservation Area
	No objection

	3209.1.3
	P0098/12/FUL

Mr D Wright
	Trow Green: Noxon Farm
	Alterations to sub-divide Noxon Farm House to form a separate two bedroom unit
	No observation


3209.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED

	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	3209.2.1
	Clearwell: Pear Tree Cottage, Lower Cross 
	Erection of an extension
	Permitted

	3209.2.2
	Redbrook: Recreation ground 
	Erection of an interpretation board
	Permitted

	3209.2.3
	Newland: lily Cottage, Laundry Lane
	Erection of a greenhouse, garden room & child’s playhouse with rear garden
	Permitted

	3209.2.4
	Clearwell: land at Bridge House
	Erection of a detached dwelling and garage
	Permitted

	3209.2.5
	Clearwell: 1 Brooklyn Cottage
	Erection of a 2 storey rear extension
	Permitted

	3209.2.6
	Newland: Oak Cottage
	Fell 12 Leylandii trees
	Permitted

	3209.2.7
	Clearwell: Tudor Farmhouse Hotel, High Street
	Change of use of Land to residents garden (Retrospective)
	Permitted

	3209.2.8
	Clearwell: Old Coach House, The Cross
	Erection of a single storey rear extension
	Permitted

	3209.2.9
	Trow Green: land at
	Installation of 3rd wire between existing supports
	No objection


3209.3 EFFECT ON DEVELOPMENTS IN COLEFORD ON FLOODING IN NEWLAND AND REDBROOK


It was reported that it had not been possible to arrange a meeting with the Chief Planning Officer, the Environment Agency (EA) and Welsh Water (WW) because of the unwillingness of the latter two to attend.  It was agreed that the major problem is with WW in whom the Parish Council has no confidence, also the decision of the EA and WW not to attend raises suspicions.  It was agreed to ask for a meeting with Peter Williams (Head of Planning FODDC) to discuss the Parish Council’s concerns and to get him on its side.
3210 FINANCE

3210.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was resolved that the following payments be made:
	Inv ref
	Chq no
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	VAT
	Cheque value
	Authority

	11/52
	300555
	Redbrook Village Hall
	Hall hire
	24.00
	
	24.00
	LGA 1972 s.134(4)

	11/53
	300556
	Information Commissioner
	DPA renewal of registration
	35.00
	
	35.00
	LGA 1972 s.111

	11/54
	300557
	Newland Village Room
	Room hire
	12.00
	
	12.00
	LGA 1972 s.134(4)

	11/55
	300558
	Forest Equipment Services Ltd
	Collection of dog waste
	84.00
	16.80
	100.80
	Litter Act 1983 s.5

	11/56
	300559
	Abitech Systems Ltd
	Printer cartridges
	26.90
	5.38
	32.28
	LGA 1972 s.111

	11/57

11/58

11/59
	300560
	R Crighton
	Stamps purchased

Anti-virus annual fee

On-line back-up annual fee
	36.00

64.99

43.81
	
	144.80


	LG(FP) Act 1963 s.5

LGA 1972 s.111

LGA 1972 s.111



	11/60
	300561
	FODDC
	2011 election cost
	1134.95
	
	1134.95
	RPA 1983 s.36(5)

	11/61
	300562
	GAPTC
	Cllr training course
	85.00
	
	85.00
	LGA 1972 s.111

	11/62
	300563
	A Purvis
	PP exercise refreshments
	12.50
	
	12.50
	LGA 1972 s.111


 
3210.2 LOCALSIM ACT 2011


The Clerk reported on a briefing from NALC which indicated that Parish Council precepts may be capped from 2013/14 if the year-on-year increase exceeded 3.5%.

3210.3 PRECEPT & BUDGET 2012/13

It was confirmed that because of the deadline imposed by FODDC the precept had been issued at a figure of £20370 following opinions sought from members by e-mail.  The result of that ‘opinion’ was 6 for, 1 against (1 on holiday).  Views were expressed both in support of and against the 5% increase.  It was resolved to ratify the precept of £20370, voting 5 for, 3 against.

The Clerk explained the budget in detail highlighting the fact that the current year was expected to show a surplus of £2326 and 2012/13 a surplus of £3181; this would result in a reserves figure by the end of 2012/13 of £17959 of which £12552 was not earmarked.  This figure fell comfortably within the auditor’s guidelines that it should be between 25% and 75% of the precept.


The point was raised that the £5000 which it was understood was to be refunded by FODDC was not included in the budget.  The Clerk explained that unless and until there was a firm undertaking by FODDC to refund this, and the way in which it was be refunded, it should not be included.  In the event that some or all was returned then an amended budget could be drawn up.  It was resolved to adopt the budget as presented.
3210.4 INCOME GENERATION


It was agreed to investigate the possibility of offering advertising space on Council notice boards

[County Cllr Terry Glastonbury joined the meeting]
3211 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

3211.1 It was agreed that the Council would not comment on the proposal to increase the weight limit on Bigsweir bridge

3211.2 It was reported that, following complaints from residents about the state of Coxbury Lane, GH inspected the road and concluded that it was not unsafe and proposed to take no action.

3212 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY

Cllr Glastonbury presented his report which dealt with the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill; a copy is attached to the signed copy of these minutes.
3213 YOUTH COUNCIL

It was agreed that the Chairman should ask to visit Kempsford Parish Council to meet with members and discuss their experiences with their Youth Council
3214 PARISH PROPERTIES

In respect of the Pumphouse in Clearwell it was resolved to instruct the Clerk to make an initial search at the Land Registry (fee £19.95) to establish ownership with a view to obtaining title by adverse possession.


3215 REDBROOK RIVERSIDE CAR PARK


3215.1 REPORT BY DISTRICT CLLR TERRY HALE
Cllr Hale explained the process which FODDC had gone through before reaching the decision to impose charges at all their car parks.  He confirmed that the sum of £5000 will be refunded by FODDC to the Parish Council in one sum and would request written confirmation to be sent to the Clerk.  Thanks were offered to all those who had maintained pressure on FODDC to refund this sum.


3215.2 CONSULTATION

FODDC has opened a consultation on their proposals which would close on 23/2/12 and the Clerk was asked to draft a response.


In respect of the Redbrook Riverside car park members felt that the proposal to introduce charges were vexatious; this was the only site at which charging would apply on a Sunday which was considered inequitable, would damage the few businesses in the village and was contrary to FODDC’s policy of encouraging tourism.  Also residents with no off-street parking facilities whose properties front the A466 Principle Road have used the car park free of charge for very many years and FODDC gave a verbal undertaking that residents would either be exempt from any charge or be given a discount.  The likely effect of the introduction of a charge is that residents will park on the A466 creating safety issues for motorists and in particular for children attending the village school. 
3215 PARISH PLAN


It was reported that the Renew & Refresh exercise in Redbrook had been a success and the Chairman offered thanks to all those who had been involved in the exercise in each of the three villages.

The next step would be for the Clerk to collate the suggestions which had emerged from the three meetings and  the Working Group should be re-convened and asked to identify those which they wished the Parish Council to consider.  At the first meeting it was agreed that there should be elections for the posts of Chairman and Vice Chairman of the group.
3217 PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN

It was reported that there had been no progress with a plan for Newland or Redbrook but that they need not be as comprehensive as the Clearwell plan.  In order that the system in Clearwell could be tested it was proposed to arrange a mock emergency.

3218 THE QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE

Following a suggestion from Dr Pearson there was discussion on the sort of event which could be organised for the parish as a whole (as opposed to those which may take place in individual villages).  It was suggested that there be a chain of beacons lit along the length of the parish, but a volunteer was needed to organise this.  There would be H&S and insurance implications.  An article in the newsletter would seek volunteers.
3219 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

3219.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Cllr Hale reported that lettings and use of the Main Place in Coleford were good and that the library had reverted to original opening hours pending the new consultation.
3220 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION

3220.1 Western Power Distribution: invitation to stakeholder workshop on future investment plans. 
                           23/2/12 - Gloucester Rugby Club @ 1000 - 1300 followed by lunch. Cllr Evans to attend if possible

3220.2 Wye Valley AONB: invitation to comment on proposed information panels to be erected in Redbrook
                          and Penallt (previously circulated).  Response: Parish Council supports the proposals
3221 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY

3221.1 Forest of Dean Health Forum: acknowledgement of receipt of Council’s grant


3221.2 GFirst: details of Borders Broadband project - more details to be sought. Zoe Elsmore to be invited to

                          next meeting or to submit a report.

3221.3 Gloucestershire County Association for the Blind: newsletter


3221.4 CPRE / NALC: booklet ‘Planning Explained’


3221.5 Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association: Annual report 2010/11

3222 MINOR MATTERS

3222.1 Discussion on the Annual Parish Walk was deferred to the next meeting

3222.2 It was reported that a query from a non-resident about the Redbrook wildlife pond had been dealt with

3222.3 It was resolved to join the Forest Voluntary Action Forum (annual subscription c.£10)


3222.4 It was reported that the Management Committee had been successful in being awarded a National 

                          Lottery grant of £49370 to refurbish the play equipment on Clearwell Recreation Ground.


3222.5 It was reported that the proposed work on A466 in Redbrook scheduled for February had been

                          postponed until 2012/13 financial year


3222.6 In response to a query raised details of the out of hours work undertaken by the Street Wardens were 

                          advised to the meeting
3223 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS

None 

3224 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


Consider appointment of a parish ‘warden’
3225 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Final date for agenda items

	15 Feb
	1815
	Neighbourhood Planning
	Westbury on Severn
	-

	28 Feb
	1900
	Council meeting
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	18 Feb

	27 Mar
	1900
	Council meeting
	Newland Village Room
	17 Mar

	17 Apr
	1900
	Annual Parish Meeting
	Newland Village Room
	7 Apr

	24 Apr
	1900
	Council meeting
	Redbrook Village hall
	14 Apr


The meeting closed the meeting at 2205. 
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