                                                                                      Newland Parish Council meeting – 30 September 2008

Minutes 2406– 2431

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN NEWLAND CHURCH  
ON  30 SEPTEMBER AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Hannah Freeman, Terry Hale, Marie Griffiths, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis and Pamela Travers.
2406 APOLOGIES

Louise Salter (family commitment)
2407 CO-OPTION OF MRS PAMELA TRAVERS


The Chairman welcomed Mrs Pam Travers to her first meeting and thanked all four candidates who put themselves forward for co-option.  Mrs Travers completed her Register of Members Interests and the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
2408 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Unless otherwise stated, those with prejudicial interests left the meeting while the matter was discussed and voted on.

	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Interest

	John James
	2414.2.3
	Member of hall committee
	Prejudicial*

	Terry Hale
	2414.2.3
	Member of hall committee
	Prejudicial*

	Terry Hale
	2414.2.16
	Member of the forum
	Prejudicial*

	Alan Purvis
	2414.7
	Owns property which overlooks the site
	Personal



* These payments had been agreed at the budgeting stage, there was no further discussion on them and the members with interests did not leave the meeting.

2409 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 26 AUGUST 2008
It was proposed by Terry Hale and resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record; they were

signed by the Chairman.

2410 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

None
2411 NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM


The Chairman of the Village Room committee, Miss Julie Pritchard, advised that a sum of £70k was required to bring the room up to standard following the flooding in 2007 and that it was unrealistic to expect to raise that sum through fundraising events.  A public meeting was held on 26 June 2008 at which the following resolution was passed:

“that the Village Room committee will now cease active fund-raising to restore the Village Room.  The committee will further investigate the legal, property and maintenance status of the building along with the Charity Commission position.  In the meantime the Village Room committee will organise suitable events in the church to ascertain the future viability of working within the church.  This will be reviewed after a period of six months.”

It was confirmed that the building is structurally sound although there is a drainage problem. In the meantime there are ongoing running costs to meet 
2412 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None
2413 PLANNING


2413.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED
	Minute
	LPA ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Council comment

	2413.1.1
	P1113/08/LBC

	Newland: 
Rose Cottage
	Listed Building Consent for the insertion of a replacement door and window at rear of property.
	No objection (response ratified)


	2413.1.2
	P1126/08/TCA
	Newland:
Ridgeway
	Management of trees within Newland Conservation Area
	No objection (response ratified)

	2413.1.3
	P0050/08/DISCON
	Clearwell: 

Tudor Cottage, High Street
	Discharge of condition (04) on Listed building Consent P0261/07/LBC (Sample of stonework)
	No comment



2413.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS DETERMINED

	Minute
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2413.2.1
	Newland: Fieldfares
	Erection of a replacement conservatory
	Permitted with 2 conditions

	2413.2.2
	Newland: Fieldfares
	Listed Building Consent for the erection of a replacement conservatory
	Permitted with 1 condition

	2413.2.3
	Newland: land at Greenbank
	Erection of an eco house.  Construction of new vehicular access
	Refused

	2413.2.4
	Stowe Green: Longley farm
	Extension of two existing agricultural buildings
	Permitted with 2 conditions


2414 FINANCE

2414.1 REVENUE GRANT TO NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM


In view of what the Parish Council had been made aware of earlier in the meeting it was proposed by John James and resolved to take no action in respect of the grant made during 2007/08

2414.2 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was proposed by Alan Purvis and resolved that the following account be paid:
	
	To
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value

of cheque

£
	#

	2414.2.1
	Forest of Dean CAB
	Grant
	175.00
	
	175.00
	2

	2414.2.2
	Redbrook Village Hall


	Grant

Hire of hall 2008
	600.00

18.00
	
	618.00
	8
6

	2414.2.3
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	Grant
	600.00
	
	600.00
	8

	2414.2.4
	Clearwell Scouts
	Grant
	120.00
	
	120.00
	3

	2414.2.5 
	FOD Contact A Family
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.6
	FOD Samaritans
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.7
	FOD Victim Support
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.8
	Crossroads
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.9
	Gloucestershire Aids Trust
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.10
	Forge
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.11
	Gloucestershire Playing Fields Assoc.
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.12
	Children’s Opportunity Centre
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.13
	SARA
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.14
	FOD Age Concern
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.15
	FOD Sea Cadets
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.16
	FOD Health Forum
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.17
	R Crighton
	Salary

Allowances

Travel

Broadband/telephone

Padlock for bollard

Cement for notice board
	1461.65

78.49

48.72

18.00

8.49

15.56
	4.21
	1635.12
	4
10

10

10

20
1

	2414.2.18
	Moore Stephens
	External audit 2007/08
	135.00
	23.62
	158.62
	1

	2414.2.19
	FOD Citizen Advocacy Trust
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2414.2.20
	Redbrook Contact Group
	October Round Up
	120.00
	
	120.00
	3

	2414.2.21
	MD Jenkins
	Newsletter
	50.00
	
	50.00
	2

	
	
	TOTALS
	4228.91
	27.83
	4256.74
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111
2 – s.142(2A)
3 – s.137
4 – s.112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – s.145          10 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 

11 – Highways Act 1980, s.96   12 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)
  13 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3
14 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
       15 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

16 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

17 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    

18 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4



19 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3  20 – Highways Act 1980, ss 43,50

2414.3 QUARTERLY FINANCE REPORT


The report as at 23 September 2008 was received and accepted by the meeting.


2414.4 QUARTERLY IN HOUSE FINANCIAL CHECKS



It was reported that John James and Terry Hale had undertaken the in-house checks on 29 September 2008 and signed that they were satisfied with what they had seen.

2414.5 EXTERNAL AUDIT 2007/08



It was reported that the audit had been completed on 29 August 2008 and an unqualified certificate issued.

2414.6 BANK MANDATE



Following the resignation of Teri Chance and the co-option of Pam Travers it was necessary to complete a new mandate, and all those members present signed where required.


2414.7 LITTLE CHEF CAR PARK



Terry Hale reported that progress with funding the project was being made; he confirmed that FODDC funds and money from other sources had been pledged.  It was proposed by John James and resolved that the Parish Council commit the sum of £5000 to the project, to be released once the contract for the work is confirmed by FODDC.


It was reported that the entrance to the car park is badly pot-holed with cars being damaged; Terry Hale would report this to FODDC.
2415 PCSO PETERS TIMMINS


PCSO Timmins attended the meeting to introduce himself to members and the public.
2416 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2416.1 DOG FOULING ORDER


It was reported that FODDC had introduced a Dog Fouling Order across the whole district; the Clerk was asked to ascertain whether it covered open spaces owned by, for example, village green trustees.
2416.2 POSSIBLE CLOSURE OF ROAD STAUNTON – UPPER REDBROOK

In response to a suggestion that the cost of repairing this road was uneconomic, the meeting was advised of a series of events in the area caused by flooding, collapsed culverts and blocked drains which resulted in water, mud and rocks being regularly deposited on the Cherry Orchard – Upper Redbrook road in the area of the Swanpool.  The Clerk was asked to request Gloucestershire Highways (GH) that the area be added to the list of ‘hot spots’ to benefit from funds raised through the supplementary GCC Council Tax.  It was normal practice for drainage maintenance to be carried out once a year except in the hot spots where closer attention would be given.   It was felt important that the problems of water intrusion onto the road needed to be address before the winter to avoid ice creating a driving hazard.

It was proposed by Terry Hale and resolved to advise GH that the Parish Council was not against the temporary closure of the road, but that they must find a permanent solution to the water problems (voting 6 for, 0 against, 1 abstention)

2416.3 GCC LORRY WATCH SCHEME


It was reported that the first step to be accepted onto the scheme was identify the roads and their weight limits which the Parish Council wished to have included; the Clerk would undertake this.  It was agreed that the GCC Officer would then be invited to speak to the Parish Council about the scheme.


2416.4 RIVER WYE BRIDGE PENALLT – REDBROOK


It was reported that GH were concerned that use of the bridge by motor cycles and horse riders were damaging it and that the balustrades were of such a height to make use by these modes of transport unsafe for riders.  It was also noted that some recently installed concrete flooring slabs had already been damaged.


It was proposed by John James and resolved to confirm the Parish Council agreement to the installation of suitable barriers to restrict use by horse riders and motor cycles but ensuring that access by those with push chairs, prams and in wheel chairs was maintained.  It was also felt desirable that the barriers be visible at night.

2416.5 CONSORTIUM OF A466 COUNCILS’ MEETING


It was reported that the initial meeting of the group was considered useful and was welcomed by those councils attending.  The minutes of the meeting had been circulated previously.  Subsequent to the meeting it was understood that Monmouth TC, Chepstow TC and Tiddenham PC  were interested in becoming involved.
2417 TWO RIVERS HOUSING PROPOSED CHARGES


It was reported that Two Rivers Housing had supplied details of the areas of grass which they wished to transfer to the Parish Council.  It was proposed by John James and resolved to decline the offer but that the Parish Council would reconsider once Two Rivers have reached agreement / compromise with the owners / tenants of the properties concerned.
2418 PARISH PLAN


2418.1 WORKING GROUP

It was felt that with two resignations from the group a new impetus was needed and it was

agreed that the group would be restructured as a working group of the Parish Council, under a Councillor’s chairmanship.  The group would comprise John James, Marie Griffiths, Alan Purvis, David Wheeler and the remaining non-Parish Councillor members of the group, namely Mrs Hall, Peter Cotterill, Malcolm Sadler, Sylvia Adcock and Bill Evans.  A meeting would be called for 7 October In Redbrook Village Hall (if available) at 1900.

2418.2 HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY



It was generally felt that it was very difficult to identify many possible exception sites; there were probably none in Redbrook or Newland and possibly a couple of small ones in Clearwell.  It was proposed by Marie Griffiths that the Parish Council commission a Housing Needs Survey, but the proposal was lost ( voting: 1 for, 4 against, 2 abstentions)

2418.3 DOG WASTE AND LITTER BINS



Two sites had been identified in Redbrook; each to take one of each type of bins.  Land on the river side of the footpath at the back of The Boat car park and on Offa’s Dyke path outside Brewery Terrace.  The Clerk was asked to seek the landowners’ permission.  No response had been received from the Clearwell Recreation Ground committee and the Clerk was asked to contact them again and if no response was received within two weeks, that location would be dropped from the project (subject to the results of any action taken as a result of discussion under item 2420.2)

2418.4 COMMUNITY SHOP / POST OFFICE



County Councillor Bill Evans reported to the meeting that grants had been available for the setting up of community shop with post office facilities, but that the scheme had suddenly been closed.  The Parish Plan Working Group would bear this in mind if the scheme were re-opened.
2419 INFORMATION BOARDS


In response to a suggestion by a Newland resident that an information board would be useful in Newland,  the Parish Council considered this a good suggestion, and for all three villages.  It was understood that the AONB was producing one for Redbrook.  The Clerk was asked to make some preliminary enquiries about design, costs etc.
2420 CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND


2420.1 IMPROVEMENTS / REPAIRS TO PLAY EQUIPMENT



The meeting endorsed the Clerks offer to the Recreation Ground committee that the costs should be met by the Parish Council, funded by way of a grant for the full amount from the committee; this would enable a saving of the VAT element.

2420.2 PROPOSED MEETING WITH COMMITTEE AND SOLE TRUSTEE



Concern had been expressed by some residents that grants moneys received by the committee had been held for some time before being spent and that generally the area had become somewhat neglected.  It was agreed to suggest a meeting with the committee to explore ways in which the Parish Council might offer some assistance.  It was stressed that it was not the Council’s intention to force a take over of any of the committee’s responsibilities against their wishes.
2421 CONSULTATIONS


2421.1 FODDC PLANNING DEPARTMENT


It was agreed not to respond to the proposed vision for the department.


2421.2 FODDC – FUTURE MANAGEMENT OF CAR PARKING



It was agreed that a corporate Council response was not possible and it was left to individual members to respond if they wished.

2421.3 GCC – FOREST OF DEAN SPEED LIMIT



The questionnaire was completed .
2422 GLOUCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS AGM


The Clerk was instructed to vote on the following resolutions to be presented to the AGM:

2422.1 Proposed level of subscriptions for 2009/10 (from 22p/elector to 23.1p/elector)
                         – ‘for’ the resolution

2422.2 Proposal by Cam PC – “With reference to reported low attendance at Annual Parish

                                 Meetings for many parishes in recent years, and bearing in mind the increased 

       opportunities now available to communicate with the public, including use of newsletters

       and internet (Quality Council Status condition) GAPTC should lobby for the abolition of the

       requirements for Parish Councils to hold an Annual Meeting.  The power of Parish 

       Councils, councillors or members of the public to call for such a meeting should remain,

       but there should be no obligation to convene one if there is no such demand”
- ‘against’ the resolution

2423 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR


Bill Evans confirmed that concern had been expressed in several quarters that projects started by Gloucestershire Highways were not being completed.
2424 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS


Terry Hale reported that the Coleford flooding survey was almost complete and that a recently installed cut off drain on the Burial Path had been filled in.
2425 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2425.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Terry Hale reported on various activities as part of the Heritage weekend.


2425.2 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES WORKING GROUP



Terry Hale reported on plans by Marches Housing Association to convert the 10 properties into 5 two-bedroom units, of which two would be affordable housing.

2425.3 HALLS CHARITY



Alan Purvis reported the resignation as a Trustee of John James and that a replacement from the Parish Council was sought. 

2425.4 WYE VALLEY AONB STUDY TOUR



John James reported attending the tour with the Clerk when they visited and saw the work of the AONB at Wyastone, Goodrich, Flanesford Priory and the Prospect at Ross-on-Wye


2425.5 STOWFIELD QUARRY LIAISON GROUP



Alan Purvis reported attending the last meeting.  Business levels were down, blasting was only now been undertaken at midday, the planning application is still being prepared and Dave Bargh, the quarry manager, is still on sick leave.
2426 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


2426.1 FOD Citizens Advice Bureau: invitation to AGM –  Belle Vue Centre, Cinderford 
                          – 7/10/08 @ 1800


2426.2 FODDC: Event – ‘What do County Councillors Do?’ – Shire Hall – 13/10/08 @ 1730

2427 CORRESPONDENCE FORM INFORMATION ONLY

2427.1 GAPTC: newsletter July 2008

2427.2 FODDC Monitoring officer; Briefing letter no 1

2427.3 GAPTC/NALC: changes to criteria for accreditation and reaccreditation as a Quality Council

2427.4 Letter from Mrs Pam Travers (copy attached)

2427.5 FODDC: information sheet on recycling

2427.6 GAPTC: newsletter September 2008

2428 PUBLIC COMMENT

None

2429 MINOR MATTERS


2429.1 Amendment sheets for Information Pack (sheets 2 and 5) issued to members

2429.2 Community Emergency Plan – on hold pending FODDC seminar

2429.3 Self defence class for ladies – item in newsletter

2429.4 Date of November meeting – changed to 2 December

2429.5 Thanks to be sent to GH for installation of hand rail and kerbing outside Redbrook Village Hall
2430 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


October – first draft 2009/10 budget

November – second draft budget 2009/10


January – agree budget 2009/10 and issue precept
2431 DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Agenda items by

	9 October
	1400
	GAPTC AGM
	Shire Hall,  Gloucester
	25 July

	15 October
	1800
	GCC 7th Annual highway Maintenance & Transport Seminar
	Gloucester Rugby Club
	

	27 October
	1400
	Parish Plans Forum
	tba
	

	27 October
	1930
	A466 Councils
	Llandogo Village hall
	1000 on 17 October

	28 October
	1900
	Parish Council meeting 
	Redbrook Village hall
	1000 on 18 October

	2 December
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 on 15 November

	17 December
	1000
	Central Networks
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	

	27 January
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 on 17 January


The meeting closed at 2130. 






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2008
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