Newland Parish Council meeting – 30 November 2010

Minutes 2938 – 2960

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL
ON 30 NOVEMBER AT 1900

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS
CRMC Clearwell Recreation Ground Management Committee  CWVC Consortium of Wye Valley Councils  FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  
GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. 
GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils SARA Severn Area Rescue Association. (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty YC Newland Youth Council 
PRESENT


Cllrs David Wheeler (Chairman), Hannah Freeman, Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks, John James, Alan Purvis & Pam Travers.  

3 members of the public 
2938 APOLOGIES


Cllrs Louise Salter.  Apologies accepted by the meeting.

County Cllr Terry Glastonbury, District Cllr Arthur Thomas.

2939 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


None
2940 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 26 OCTOBER 2010

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 26 October 2010 be approved; they were signed by the Chairman.
2941 MATTERS ARISING


2941.1 re minute 2918.1: the Clerk reported the response he had submitted to Monmouth CC

2941.2 re minute 2918.2: the Clerk reported that Newland Village Room committee had agreed not to accept the offer of a loan; they would be applying for a grant of £2000 next year.

[Cllrs Terry Hale and Hannah Freeman joined the meeting]


2941.3 re minute 2918.4: it was reported that, because of virtually no interest having been shown, the meeting to discuss Redbrook riverside had been cancelled..  It was agreed that a different approach was needed.


2941.4 re minute 2920.2: the Clerk reported that he had responded to Mr Pearson’s enquiry regarding VAT


2941.5 re minute 2923.1: it was reported that the bridge at the end of Swanpool Lane was owned by the Forestry Commission.  It was pointed out that the bridge lay within Staunton parish and they would be encouraged to write, as the Clerk was asked to write, to the Forestry Commission asking what plans they had to maintain it. 
2942 PUBLIC QUESTIONS


2942.1 Mr Evans highlighted the cuts GCC were proposing and asked what the Parish Council’s response would be if asked to take over running various services.  A lively discussion followed and the Council agreed that this matter would need to be monitored.

2942.2 As a related topic, Dr Pearson was invited by the Chairman to report on a meeting she had attended called by FODDC to discuss the implications for minor authorities of the Big Society.  Cllr Alan Purvis said that the Parish Council needed to be aware of possible cost implications for the future.
2943 PLANNING


2943.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED


None


2943.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED

	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2943.2.1
	Redbrook: 23 Highbury Terrace
	Creation of hard surface to vehicular parking area. (Retrospective)
	Permitted – no details

	2943.2.2
	Newland:  The Mill House / Granary, Spout Farm
	Alterations & conversion of existing buildings to create a dwelling with ancillary works
	Permitted 29/7/10 – 16 conditions

	2943.2.3
	Clearwell: Stank Farm
	Erection of a storage platform to existing agricultural building and a child’s tree house. (Retrospective)
	Permitted 5/1/0/10 – 3 conditions


2944 FINANCE 


2944.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
It was resolved to make the following payments under the authority of the Local Government & Public Involvement In Health Act 2007 and the Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-Being)(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008 

	
	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	VAT
	Value of cheque

	2944.2.1
	R Crighton
	Stamps purchased
	89.00
	
	89.00

	2944.2.2
	C  Wilderspin
	Repairs to flagstones – Clearwell well
	200.00
	
	200.00

	2944.2.3
	Merlin Waste
	Dog waste collation Sept-Nov
	48.96
	8.55
	57.51

	TOTALS
	337.96
	8.55
	346.51



2944.2 PURCHASE OF A LAPTOP 


It was agreed to defer and consider this matter again in 12 months time.


2944.3 FIRST DRAFT BUDGET 2011/12



Members noted the second draft budget prepared by the Clerk and deferred any decision on the precept until the January meeting.
2945 LITTLE CHEF CAR PARK

Cllr Terry Hale reported that FODDC were not prepared to revise their proposal for a charge of £100 for the first year, to be reviewed thereafter.  

2946 CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND


2946.1 INSURANCE IMPLICATONS RE PUMP TRACK


The Council’s insurers had advised that an additional premium if £200 / year would be required to cover liabilities in respect of the pump track.


2946.2 PROGRESS WITH COMMUNITY SPACES GRANT APPLICATION



It was reported that a public meeting had been arranged by the CRMC to show and receive comments on the plans for additional play equipment.  It was resolved that the Clerk be given delegated powers to make a decision as to whether the plans were acceptable to the Parish Council and if so that the Chairman be authorised to sign the form agreeing to the development.

[Cllr Alan Purvis left the meeting]

2947 WATER AND SEWERAGE CHARGES


Correspondence from a Clearwell resident had been circulated prior to the meeting concerning the differential in charges made by Severn Trent Water and Welsh Water.  Members were aware that efforts had been made over many years by various individuals and councils to attempt to resolve the difference and none had had any success.  It was agreed that no further action would be taken and that the Clerk would respond accordingly.
2948 PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN

It was agreed to call an informal meeting of a few members in the New Year to collate what information had been collected.

2949 PROPOSED SELL OFF OF PARTS OF THE FOREST OF DEAN

The Clerk was asked to identify if any of the Statutory Forest fell within the parish boundary.

2950 COUNCILLOR SURGERIES

It was reported that a total of only 2 or 3 people had attended the 6 surgeries held thus far.  Surgeries would be suspended and the situation reviews in 12 months time.
2951 YOUTH COUNCIL


It was reported that 3 Clearwell members attended the November meeting when the pump track was discussed; it was subsequently reported that the scheme would need to be redesigned, in the New Year.  Members assisted in judging the painting competition organised by the CRMC.   

Cllr James said he thought that the Parish Council had not offered sufficient encouragement to YC members and agreed to refer to the YC the issues of the budget and also the sale of Forestry Commission land (as it may affect Clearwell Meend). 
2952 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY


None
2953 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS


Cllr Terry Hale reported on:
· The FODDC Core Strategy
· The 2011/12 budget

2954 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2955.1 FOREST OF DEAN HEALTH FORUM


Cllr Travers reported on attending the last meeting which she found interesting.  The Council was thanked for its grant to the forum.

2955 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


2955.1 Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association: invitation to AGM – 

                      7/12/10 @ 1500 – Tewkesbury


2955.2 Wye Valley AONB: request to assist in information of mile stones and wayside markers 

                      [Cllr James to deal]

2955.3 FODDC: request for information on flooding ‘hot spots’ [Deferred to January meeting]

2955.4 Young Gloucestershire: information about Mobile Youth Project [To be referred to YC]

2955.5 GCC: consultation on Draft Corporate Strategy & 2011/12 budget.  Closes 7/1/11 


2955.6 Community Composting Network: Local Partnership project launch meeting – Gloucester
                   Guildhall – 20/12/10 @ 19:00 [Cllr James to look in to]
2956 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY


2956.1 Wye Valley AONB: reply to query regarding UNESCO World Heritage Status 

                    [Council resolved to support WVAONB’s application]


2956.2 Came & Co (our insurance broker): advice on “To Grit or Not To Grit?”


2956.3 Gloucestershire Highways: Dept of Transport’s “Snow Code”

2957 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 


None

2958 MINOR MATTERS


2958.1 Cllr Hale reported that sand bags were shortly to be delivered to him for distribution


2958.2 Cllr James reported that there appeared to be no salt in the Clearwell grit bins – the contents were frozen solid and could not be extracted. (Cllr Hale agreed to speak to GH)


2958.3 Cllr Freeman advised that MCC were holding public meeting on 8/12/10 to discuss the biomass planning application in Monmouth.

2959 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

January 2011 - Draft training policy 


January 2011 - Recent extended power failure


January 2011 – Finalise budget and precept 2011/12


January B2011 – FODDC request for information on flooding hot spots


November 2011 – review I/T equipment


November 2011 – review Little Chef car park charges


November 2011 – review of Councillor surgeries
2960 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Final date for agenda items

	18 Jan
	1800
	Youth Council
	Newland (tbc)
	10 Jan

	20 Jan
	1930
	Consortium of Wye Valley Councils
	Llandogo Millennium Hall
	12 Jan

	25 Jan
	1900
	Parish Council
	Newland
	15 Jan

	8 Feb
	1800
	Youth Council
	Redbrook
	28 Jan

	22 Feb
	1900
	Parish Council
	Redbrook
	12 Feb

	8 Mar
	1800
	Youth Council
	Clearwell
	28 Feb

	29 Mar
	1900
	Parish Council
	Clearwell
	21 Mar


The meeting closed at 2102
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