                                                                                   Newland Parish Council meeting –
30 June 2009
Minutes 2589–2613 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL  
ON  30 JUNE AT 2000
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Hannah Freeman, Terry Hale, Alan Purvis, Pamela Travers, Louise Salter and David Wheeler
2589 APOLOGIES
Marie Griffiths (medical appointment), Howard Hancocks (family commitment).  Apologies accepted by the meeting.
2590 BILL EVANS

John James expressed disappointment at the loss of Bill Evans as County Councillor for the ward and offered thanks to him for all his work during his term of office.  It was confirmed that a formal letter had been sent to Bill and the Clerk read his reply to the meeting.  
2591 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
2592 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 26 MAY 2009
It was proposed by David Wheeler and resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record; they
were signed by the Chairman:

2593 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

2593.1 re minute 2567.4 – it was agreed to replace Terry Hale with Pamela Travers as the substitute representative on the Coleford Area Partnership. 

2593.2 re minute 2575.2 – the Clerk reported that FODDC had advised that they had never owned the Cider Press; as the road was unadopted it was assumed that it was jointly owned by each of the property owners in Carpenters Cottages.  It was agreed to ballot each property to seek agreement that the Parish Council assume ownership; if there were any objections the council would need to re-think the situation. 


2593.3 re minute 2574.1 – it was reported that the 2008/09 grant had been paid and acknowledged by Newland Village Room and that the 2009/10 grant was not required to be paid early.


2593.4 re minute 2587 – it was reported that Rob England would attend as guest speaker at the September meeting.


2593.5 re minute 2585.2 – FODDC has responded verbally to the letter about rats.  It was agreed that a newsletter article should mention that it was landowners’ responsibility to keep their land clear, that officers always attempted to track back to the nest from the point of infestation, that if landowners were unwilling to co-operate legislation was in place to enforce clearance, that the £30 charge covered up to 3 (and exceptionally 5 visits) to resolve a problem.  Those on benefit received the service free of charge.
2594  GUEST SPEAKER – GRAHAM SPEARMAN, AREA MANAGER, YOUTH SUPPORT SERVICES, GCC


Graham Spearman explained that the Youth Support Service brings together services for the 13 – 19 year age bracket from the County and the private sector and he highlighted the following points:

· Forest Youth Forum received funding from Central Government to support youth projects and has distributed over £100k over recent years.  The forum has worked with the police, health authority and Severn Barrage consultation; it meets with FODDC – and this may be extended to GCC, and organises youth events and conferences

· The ‘Here By Rights’ initiative requires GCC to take account of the views of the youth in its decision making

· There are a few Junior Parish Councils in the country - some more formal than others, but it is important that they be given real powers and be advised of the results of any consultations they are invited to respond to.
From the question and answer session the following points emerged:

· Lydney Town Council invite the head boy and girl from the school to their meetings

· Transport, particularly away from the towns, is a major issue affecting employment and leisure activities; the matter has been under discussion for 20 years with little progress

· Young people come from a wide range of backgrounds – the secret is knowing how to get them all motivated

· The Youth Forum has become a close social group which newcomers may have difficulty breaking in to

· Youngsters become aware of the Youth Forum by recruitment at conference, surveys undertaking in secondary schools and by applications to the Opportunity Fund

· Cross border issues are a problem

The service has a web site – www.glosyouthforest.co.uk
2595 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The Chairman advised that in future where there is a planning matter in which a member has declared a prejudicial interest, any representations on that item would be dealt with in Public Question.  The decision on the council’s response would be made under ‘Planning’, as hitherto, with the member(s) concerned having left the room.


The Council was asked for its views on the planning aspects of poly tunnels and polythene sheeting covering agricultural land.  The matter was deferred until the July meeting to enable the Clerk to research the issue.
2596 PLANNING

2596.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATION RECEIVED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2596.1.1
	P0845/09/DFTEL

Arqiva Ltd


	Redbrook: Arqiva Transmitting Station, Highbury Farm
	Installation of a VSAT dish antenna and one GPS antennae of existing tower.  Provision of a meter cabinet and a feeder gantry for digital switchover project.
	No objection (response ratified)


2596.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATION DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2596.2.1
	Newland: Newland House, Savage Hill
	Discharge of Condition (01) of planning permission P1652/08/FUL [landscaping]
	Approved

	2596.2.2
	Clearwell:  South Lodge, Church road
	Installation of an air source heat pump & construction of new retaining wall
	Permitted with 1 conditions

	2596.2.3
	Clearwell: Tudor Cottage, High Street
	Erection of a single storey extension and flat roof conservatory
	Permitted with 2 conditions

	2596.2.4
	Clearwell: Tudor Cottage, High Street
	Listed Building Consent for the erection of a single storey extension and flat roof conservatory
	Permitted with 4 conditions

	2596.2.5
	Stowe Green: Margery Corner
	Conversion of existing store / workshop to create a one bedroom holiday let.  Alterations to access. (Revised scheme.)
	Permitted with 4 conditions


2596.3 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – OTHER MATTERS
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2596.3.1
	Clearwell: Bridge House
	Objection re installation of uPVC windows within Conservation Area lodged with LPA
	Unable to take any action


2596.4 GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - APPLICATION RECEIVED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2596.4.1
	Scowles: Stowfield Quarry
	Minor amendments and additional plans to scheme (proposed boundaries)
	Endorse views of Staunton Coleford Parish Council and request to join proposed site visit.


2597 FINANCE

2597.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
	Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value of 

cheque

£
	#

	2597.1.1
	Merlin Waste Control Specialists Ltd
	Dog waste contract – 1 week (May)

                                - 2 weeks (June)
	7.86

15.12
	1.18

2.27
	26.43
	21

	2597.2.2
	R Crighton
	Salary Apr-Jun

Allowances

Travel

Telephone, broadband

Weed killer & timber treatment

Training
	1830.00

78.49

97.36

23.98

23.48

50.00
	
	2103.31
	4

10
10

10

22

1

	2597.2.3
	Redbrook Contact Group
	June Round Up
	131.75
	
	131.75
	3

	TOTALS
	2258.04
	3.45
	2261.49
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111

2 – s.142(2A)
3 – s.137
4 – s.112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – s.145          10 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 


11 – Highways Act 1980, s.96   12 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)
  13 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3

14 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
       15 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

16 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

17 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    

18 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 19 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3  
20 – Highways Act 1980, ss 43,50  21 – Litter Act 1983 ss.5,6  22 – Highways Act 1950 ss 43,50

2597.2 GRASS CUTTING – REDBROOK CHURCH


A request had been received from a resident for assistance in undertaking grass cutting which could no longer be done by volunteers as had been the case for several years.  It was agreed that this was a problem throughout the parish and that it was the responsibility of the PCC.  It was felt that agreeing to make a financial contribution could set an unwelcome precedent.  A proposal by Alan Purvis for an annual grant of £200 was not pursued and he was asked to discuss the matter further with the PCC.  The issue was part of a wider issue which may need to be discussed by the Parish Council in the context of perhaps employing a parish handyman.

2597.3 QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT


It was proposed by Alan Purvis and resolved that the report be noted.  A copy is attached to the signed copy of these minutes.
2598 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2598.1 ONE-WAY SYSTEM TROW GREEN TO SHOPHOUSE, CLEARWELL


A reply was awaited from GCC as to when the signage would be put in place.. 


2598.2 SNOW WARDENS


Details were to be updated by the July meeting


2598.3 FOOTPATH BY CLEARWELL WELL


It was that the Wyndham Arms had cut back the vegetation as requested.

2598.4 MINOR WORKS



The Clerk was thanked for weed killing the Clearwell well footpath and refurbishing the memorial bench opposite Bridge Cottage, Clearwell.

2599 LITTLE CHEF SITE CAR PARK DEVELOPMENT


Terry Hale reported that FODDC had confirmed that the project would be completed by 31 March 2010 as per the plans submitted but with a thinner coating of tarmac thus reducing the cost.  Members requested details of the cost and of the work to be undertaken to establish whether or not any further enhancements might be required, and also offered thanks to FODDC for the remedial work recently completed to the entrance and potholes.
2600 NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM

Members noted the revised business plan recently received from the committee.  Alan Purvis and Louise Salter were asked to enquire about the detailed costs of the proposed renovations.
2601 PARISH PLAN


It was reported that Gloucestershire Highways had not responded to a request to complete the repairs to the footways in Clearwell, that detailed maps were required to identify grassed areas for cutting, and that the information presented by Graham Spearman should be referred back to the Working Group for consideration.

2602 THE 4 YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN


It was reported that virtually all the contact details for the Emergency Plan were in place.  The Clerk would draw up a pro forma and Councillors would then visit those identified to seek their agreement to joining the scheme.
2603 THE ‘POWER OF WELL-BEING’


It was agreed in principle to apply for the power subject to the Clerk obtaining the necessary additional qualification.  It was recommended that two or three councils arrange a joint training session by GAPTC to reduce the cost.
2604 CONSULTATION


Department for Transport – Concessionary Travel.  No response to be made.
2605 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY

Terry Glastonbury reported that he had attended several briefing meetings for new councillors and had arranged to meet Neil Maxfield (Gloucestershire Highways) imminently.
2606 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

2606.1 TERY HALE



Reported that the One Stop shops had closed as had the cash office in Coleford – alternatives are Post Office and Pay Points.

2606.2 ARTHUR THOMAS



Apologies had been received as Arthur Thomas was attending a FODDC meeting.
2607 REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

2607.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP


Terry Hale reported progress with the Enterprise Centre, despite some vandalism, with completion due in January 2010.


2607.2 COMMUNITY SAFETY ROADSHOW (FORMERLY POLICE COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE 

                       COMMITTEE)



Terry Hale reported attending but was not impressed with the new format.  One matter discussed was the Community Payback Scheme which might be of interest to the council in respect of grass cutting in the churchyards.

2607.3 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES WORKINBG GROUP



Terry Hale reported that Haberdashers had rejected the revised offer by Marches Housing Association (MHA), however FODDC had offered £300k to secure 5 properties with MHA coming in behind them.


2607.4 TRAINING



John James reported attending the ‘Being A Good Councillor’ session which he found interesting but noted that much of the material had already been covered on other courses.


2607.5 HALLS CHARITY



Alan Purvis reported attending a recent meeting and it was agreed that a newsletter article would remind those resident eligible that funds were available.
2608 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION

2608.1 GAPTC – Call for resolutions for AGM (drafts in writing to the Clerk by 18 July)


2608.2 Wye Valley AONB – Annual Study Tour 25/9/09 (details attached).  John James and 

                                                          Hannah Freeman to attend. 

2609 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY

2609.1 GAPTC ‘Update’ – June 2009 (copy attached)

2609.2 NALC – E bulletin 28/5/09

2610 MINOR MATTERS

2610.1 – Problem with a resident parking on the footway: Alan Purvis to discuss with person concerned


2610.2 – Vehicle in Little Chef car park believed abandoned – Alan Purvis to discuss with owner.


2610.3 – Work on Redbrook War Memorial complete, final fund raising event to be held shortly.


2610.4 – Request Parish Plan Working Group to consider issues affecting the young – particularly

                          transport.

2611 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS

2611.1 Dr Pearson had received an assurance from Marion Winship that the Littler Chef car park would be completed in the current financial year however she had requested monthly progress reports from the FODDC Public Scrutiny Committee.
2612 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


September –    Rob England (Gloucestershire Young Peoples Substance Misuse Service
· Discuss FODDC and Herefordshire Council’s policies on polytunnels and plastic sheeting.

2613 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Agenda items by

	2 July
	1930
	Consortium of Wye Valley Councils
	Tintern Village hall
	1000 on 22 June

	13 July
	1800
	Clearwell Quarry Liaison Group
	Wyndham Arms, Clearwell
	1000 on 3 July

	21 July
	1900
	Parish Plan Working Group
	Redbrook Village Hall (committee room)
	1000 on 13 July

	28 July
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Newland Village Room
	1000 on 18 July

	13-27 September – Parish Council office CLOSED

	25 Sept
	Wye Valley AONB Annual Study Tour
	Herefordshire

	29 Sept
	Newsletter available for distribution

	29 Sept
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 on 11 Sept

	15 Oct
	1800
	GAPTC AGM
	Shire Hall, Gloucester
	Resolutions by 31 July

	27 Oct
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Newland Village Room
	1000 on 17 Oct

	24 Nov
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Redbrook Village hall
	1000 on 14 Nov


The meeting closed at 2102. 
Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2009
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