                                                                                   Newland Parish Council meeting –
29 September 2009

Minutes 2636–2661 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL 
ON  29 SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter, David Wheeler. 
2636 APOLOGIES
Hannah Freeman (family commitment), Pamela Travers (holiday).  County Councillor Terry Glastonbury.
2637 CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS


The Chairman offered congratulations to the Luncheon Club and to Alan Purvis who had been voted winners of the GCC awards in the group and community categories respectively.
2638 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following interests were declared and members acted in accordance with the Code of Conduct:
	Minute
	Member
	Reason
	Interest

	2644.1.4 
2644.1.6
	John James,  Terry Hale David Wheeler
	Members of hall committees
	Prejudicial (but all grants approved en bloc having been previously agreed at budgeting stage)

	2643.1.1 and 2643.1.3
	Alan Purvis
	Acquainted with applicant
	Personal

	2643.1.5
	Alan Purvis
	Home overlooks application site
	Personal

	2643.1.1
	David Wheeler
	Acquainted with applicant
	Personal

	2644.4.3
	David Wheeler
	Member of hall committee
	Prejudicial


2639 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 28 JULY 2009
Subject to the following correction it was resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record; they were signed by the Chairman:
· Minute 2629.2 – insert the word “no” after “There were” in 2nd sentence.

It was also noted that this report should have been minuted under ‘District Councillors Reports’.

2640 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

2640.1 re minute 2595 (June meeting) – responses received from FODDC and Herefordshire Council on their policies regarding poly tunnels and sheeting of agricultural land with polythene.

2640.2 re minute 2603 (June meeting) – it was reported that the Clerk had obtained the additional qualification required to enable the council to be eligible to exercise the Power of Wellbeing.  It was agreed however that the question of members’ training would be considered at a later date.


2640.3 re minute 2617.2 (July meeting) – it was reported that a reply had been received from David Lawrence who indicated that the PCC would welcome a grant to assist with grass cutting in Redbrook churchyard.  It was resolved not to assist as this would possibly set a precedent and also because it was felt that there was ample assistance readily available from within the village.

2640.4 re minute 2621.1 (July meeting) – the response from GCC regarding liability on individuals using the contents of the salt / grit bins was noted.  That advice was however questioned.

2641 GUEST SPEAKER – ROB ENGLAND – GLOUCESTERSHIRE YOUNG PEOPLES SUBSTANCE MISUSE SERVICE

Rob England and Emily Marks who is the Case Officer for the area were welcomed to the meeting by the Chairman.  The following points emerged from the presentation and questions that followed:

· The service links to other agencies such as schools and youth centres

· The service provides a mental health, medical and prescribing service

· Staff are professionally trained eg psychologist, medical staff

· The role is to help integrate young people into housing, education etc

· The substance reduction policy aims to reduce the purchase of alcohol for minors

· Individuals may contact the service direct – there is a web site, or they can be referred by a third party eg schools

· Those accepted by the service have to sign up to a voluntary engagement

· Success of the service is measured against 13 elements

· The aims for each person accepted by the service are set by the person concerned and when their target is reached a reassessment takes place
· Funding comes from Department of Health, Youth Justice Grant and local sources

· Fewer people using the service but those who are, are misusing to a higher level.

· Some confusion over Redbrook having a ‘NP’ post code
2642 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None
2643 PLANNING

2643.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2643.1.1
	P1322/09/FUL
Mr G Johns
	Redbrook: 1 Wye Villas
	Raising roof height of existing kitchen and rendering the south-east and north-west elevations.
	No objection (response submitted by Clerk under delegated power: LGA 1972 s 101)

	2643.1.2
	P1338/09/TCA

	Clearwell: 2 Orchard Close
	Management of trees within Clearwell Conservation Area
	No objection (response submitted by Clerk under delegated power: LGA 1972 s 101)

	2643.1.3
	P1469/09/LBC
Mr J Gunter
	Clearwell: Tithe Barn, Castle Farm, Church Road
	Listed Building Consent for internal moving of a partition at first floor level to create additional bedroom space
	No objection

	2643.1.4
	P1589/09/TCA
Mr R Powell
	Newland: The Dower House
	Management of trees within newland Conservation Area
	No objection

	2643.1.5
	P1557/09/FUL
FODDC
	Redbrook: land adjoining Wye Valley House (ex Little Chef car park)
	Creation of a surface car park.  Change of use of land to be incorporated as part of existing football pitch
	No objection but require posts along road frontage to stop unauthorised vehicles avoiding the height restriction barriers.


2643.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2643.2.1
	Milkwall: Puzzlewood, Lower Perrygrove Farm, Pingry Lane
	Erection of a non-illuminated post mounted ‘V’ sign
	Permitted with no conditions

	2643.2.2
	Clearwell: 11 Council Villas
	Alterations and extension to dwelling and erection of a timber built workshop / store. Creation of new vehicular access, driveway and turning head. 
	Permitted with 6 conditions


2644 FINANCE

2644.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
	Ref
	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	VAT
	Value of cheque
	#

	2644.1.1
	Moore Stephens
	External audit fee
	135.00
	20.25
	155.25
	1

	2644.1.2
	Merlin Waste Ltd
	Dog waste contract: 6, 20 July

Dog waste contract: 3, 17, 31 Aug
	15.12

23.58
	2.27

3.54
	44.51
	21

	2644.1.3
	R Crighton
	Salary

Allowances

Travel

Telephone/broadband

Stamps purchased
	1878.30

78.49

51.69

22.64

69.40
	
	2100.52
	4
10

10

10

10

	2644.1.4
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	Grant
	600.00
	
	600.00
	17

	2644.1.5
	Newland Village Room
	Grant
	600.00
	
	600.00
	17

	2644.1.6
	Redbrook Village Hall
	Grant
	600.00
	
	600.00
	17

	2644.1.7
	Contact A Family
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.8
	FOD Samaritans
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.9
	FOD Victim Support
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.10
	Crossroads
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.11
	Terence Higgins Trust
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.12
	Forge
	Grant
	    60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.13
	Glos Playing Fields Assoc
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.14
	Children’s Opportunity Centre
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.15
	SARA
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.16
	FOD Age Concern
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.17
	FOD Sea Cadets
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.18
	FOD Health Forum
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.19
	Glos Youth Housing Assoc
	Grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	3

	2644.1.20
	FOD Citizens Advice Bureau
	Grant
	175.00
	
	175.00
	2

	2644.1.21
	FODDC Street Wardens
	Grant
	100.00
	
	100.00
	10

	2644.1.22
	GAPTC
	Clerk’s networking day fee
	12.00
	
	12.00
	1

	2644.1.23
	Redbrook Contact Group
	October Round Up
	121.39
	
	121.39
	3

	TOTALS
	5262.61
	26.06
	5288.67
	



# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111

2 – s.142(2A)
3 – s.137
4 – s.112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – s.145            10 – s.136
11 – Highways Act 1980, s.96        12 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)
  
13 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3 14 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
       15 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

16 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

17 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    

18 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 19 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3  
20 – Highways Act 1980, ss 43,50  21 – Litter Act 1983 ss.5,6  22 – Highways Act 1950 ss 43,50 23 - Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5

2644.2 ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2008



It was reported that the External Audit had been completed with no comment made by the auditors.


2644.3 IN HOUSE FINANCIAL CHECKS



It was reported that these had been undertaken by the Chairman on 29 September.


2644.4 GRANT APPLICATIONS RECEIVED



The Chairman reminded members that they had a responsibility to see that money given in response to requests from outside bodies was well spent and for the benefit of residents.



2644.4.1 NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM




Grant request for £5000 for Phase 2 of renovation works.  Total project cost (both phases)
 £26400, funded as to £14200 own cash and grant received, £8000 from sale of asset (contracts not yet exchanged) and grant requested from Parish Council.  Some concern over costings within the budget but the committee had assured the council that these were realistic.  The view was that the Council was inclined to assist but required further information about the drainage system and costs and whether planning consent was required for any of the work.  Additionally a business plan with income and expenditure projections for two full trading years after the completion of the work was required.  The funds were not required until after April 2010.



2644.4.2 CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND




Grant request for £5000 to purchase additional play equipment and fence off the children’s play area from dogs.  Cost of project £28530 (+VAT £5000 possibly).  No funds available though £2000 to be raised locally.  Balance of £26000 to be sought from various grant making bodies but none yet applied for.  Council view was that this was a project worth supporting however it was felt that the quote seemed expensive and that there may be acceptable alternatives for safety surfacing.  The funds were unlikely to be required until after April 2011.


2644.4.3 REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL




Grant request for £1000 to effect urgent repairs to the roof.  Cost of project £5500, funded as to £2000 own funds, £2500 grant and donation agreed, plus grant requested from Parish Council.  It was resolved to make this grant available immediately.
2645 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2645.1 CLOSURE OF STAUNTON – SWANPOOL ROAD


It was reported that Gloucestershire Highways (in a letter dated 17 August) advised that they were waiting comments from the Environment Agency before finalising a design to rectify the problem.


2645.2 DIVERSION OF FOOTPATH RNE24 AT SCATTERFORD



It was reported that the legal order had been issued.


2645.3 PART TIME STREET LIGHTING



It was reported that the agreed part-time overnight street lighting scheme would be introduced within the next few weeks.

2646 LITTLE CHEF SITE CAR PARK DEVELOPMENT


Terry Hale reported that nothing had changed since his last report and that estimates for the work were in and that the project would be completed by the end of March 2010.  The Clerk was asked to write to FODDC seeking written confirmation that all funding was in place, that the work would be completed by the end of March 2010 and requesting a timetable of the work when it was available.
2647 PARISH PLAN

It was reported that the next meeting of the working group was on 13 October and the Council requested that the group identify more elements of the plan for implementation.  It was agreed that a full review of the plan would take place in 2010 following which a report on progress and plans for the future would be made public.

2648 PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN


It was agreed that the draft form to compile the database was acceptable.  The next stage was for Councillors to visit those potential contacts identified to seek their agreement to joining the scheme.  This would be co-ordinated in Redbrook by David Wheeler, in Newland by Terry Hale and in Clearwell by Louise Salter.  The Clerk was asked to prepare a briefing sheet to accompany the pro forma.

2649 STANDING ORDERS

It was resolved to adopt the following amendments and additions to Standing Orders (revised sheets to be issued to members):

New section – Grievance Procedure (in standard format as drawn up by NALC)


New section – Disciplinary Procedure (in standard format as drawn up by NALC)


New section – Data protection policy (in standard format as drawn up by NALC) 


Add the following to the end of Standing Order A22.4: “Each public session will be limited to 15

minutes duration.  Any member of the public wishing to speak will be allowed a maximum of three minutes with a further 20 seconds right of further comment. Speakers will be invited to make their points in turn as indicated by the Chairman.  These time limits may be extended at the Chairman’s discretion”.


Insert new section A28 to read  ” In accordance with Local Government Act 1972 s 101 the

discharge of any function of the Council may be delegated to the Clerk.  Responding to

planning applications where this is necessary between regular meetings of the Council and authorising emergency expenditure to a maximum sum of £1000 is so delegated.  Where possible the Clerk will liaise with the Chairman and / or Vice Chairman prior to exercising this delegation.  The Council may resolve to delegate any other specific function to the Clerk at a full meeting of the Council.


Renumber Standing Order A28 as A29, and A29 as A30


Financial Regulation 3.5 - re-word to align with new Standing Order A28


Financial Regulation 5.4 – re-word as “To indicate agreement of the details shown on the

cheque or order for payment with the invoice or similar documentation, the cheque 

signatories shall each initial the invoice.”

Financial Regulation 14.1 – re-word as “Where the Council is managing trustees of a charitable

            body...”
2650 YOUNG PEOPLE

It was resolved that, as an initial step to gauge support for the idea of a Junior Parish Council, a letter would be drafted by David Wheeler and the Clerk and once approved by council, delivered to every house in the parish outlining how the scheme would work and stressing that funding would be available to support it. 

 A motion by David Wheeler that ”the Council resolves to set aside a budget of £2000 for the purposes of setting up a Youth Parish Council – this sum to be used to defray investigation and set up costs; and the remainder to form the basis for the budget for the Youth Council itself in its first year (or part year)” was deferred.  It was felt that until a response to the letter was known it was difficult to place a figure on the support which would be required.
2651 CONSULTATIONS

The consultation on the proposed Highnam Park and Ride scheme was completed.
2652 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY

Terry Glastonbury submitted a written report:
· Attended a site meeting on Staunton – Swanpool road, points raised forwarded to Gloucestershire Highways who were arranging a meeting with the Environment Agency

· Problems with HGVs and diversion signage during closure of A4136 Staunton – Monmouth road.

2653 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

None 
2654 REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

2654.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP


Terry Hale reported on:

· the imminent closure of the Nationwide Building Society in Coleford

· the withdrawal of 24 hour A&E facility at Lydney hospital

· the Enterprise Centre building programme running 2 weeks behind schedule

· Heritage Open Day was not well supported


2654.2 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES WORKINBG GROUP



Terry Hale reported that it was believed the properties had been purchased by a private buyer, the FODDC offer having been rejected. 

2654.3 CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS


It was reported that the first AGM would be held on 8 October in Llandogo Millennium Hall.
2654.4 PARISH PLANS FORUM



John James reported that the last meeting was a workshop on Community Transport


2654.5 CLEARWELL QUARRY LIAISON GROUP



John James reported that a draft of two planning applications had been made available – these related to the restoration of Clearwell Quarry and the transfer of equipment from Clearwell Quarry to Stow Hill Quarry and the construction of a new road from Stow Hill Quarry across existing fields to the B4228 close to the Bearse.


2654.6 WYE VALLEY AONB STUDY TOUR



John James reported attending this event which was held mainly in Herefordshire and which looked at woodland coppicing, loss of some species of reptiles, veteran trees and canoe launching sites on the River Wye.  An interesting day but with little relevance to the parish.


2654.7 STOWFIELD QUARRY LIAISON GROUP


Alan Purvis reported that a new quarry manager, John Deakin, had been appointed.  The various boundaries had been agreed between the quarry, Staunton parish Council and GCC and the planning application would be considered by GCC in January.

2655 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION

2655.1 BT – invitation to adopt the redundant red telephone box in Newland at a cost of £1.  It was believed the box was Listed (Clerk to establish) and if so the council would not be willing to take it over as BT would have a responsibility for its upkeep.  The Clerk was asked to enquire if the similar box in Clearwell was Listed and if not then the council would take steps to have it Listed.


2655.2 Newland Village Room – unable to accommodate the PC meeting for October due to building work.  Meeting probably to be held in Redbrook.


2655.3 FODDC – nominations sought for Pride of the Forest Awards – closing date 26 October.

2656 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY
2656.1 Gloucestershire Playing Fields association – newsletter summer 2009


2656.2 Two Rivers Housing – update on introduction of service charges to freeholders


2656.3 Wye Valley AONB - ‘Picturesque’ Autumn/Winter 2009 & ‘In Touch’ August 2009


2656.4 GAPTC – Annual Report and Accounts to 31 March 2009


2656.5 NALC – Annual Report and Accounts 2008-2009


2656.6 GAPTC – newsletter September 2009 (issued by e-mail)


2656.7 Gloucestershire Police Authority – Annual Report 2008-2009


2656.8 Gloucestershire Chief Constables Annual Report 2008-2009


2656.9 NALC - Local Council Review Autumn 2009


2656.10 Great Western Ambulance Service NHS Trust – Annual Review 2008-2009

2657 MINOR MATTERS


2657.1 The Clerk, as the council’s representative, was asked to vote in support of each of the three resolutions to be presented.

2657.2 It was agreed to investigate the possibility of nominating Darrill Thomas for a Royal Humane Society award for saving a man from the River Wye recently.


2657.3 Terry Hale reported receiving request for a dog waste bin in Newland – deferred until October.


2657.4 The Clerk was asked to enquire of Gloucestershire Highways when the scaffolding in Newland was likely to be removed; it being understood that the property had been sold.
2658 PUBLIC COMMENT

None
2659 CLERK’S BRIEFING


The Clerk advised the council of the circumstances when, and to whom, its functions may be delegated.
2660 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


October – consideration of first draft budget 2010/11
2661 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Agenda items by:

	8 Oct
	1930
	Consortium of Wye Valley Councils AGM
	Llandogo Millennium Hall
	1000 on 28 Sept

	12 Oct
	1800
	Parish Planning Forum
	Woolaston Memorial Hall
	

	13 Oct
	1930
	Parish Plan Working Group
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 on 3 Oct

	15 Oct
	1800
	GAPTC AGM
	Shire Hall
	

	27 Oct
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council
	tba (probably Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 on 17 Oct

	24 Nov
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 on 14 Nov

	26 Jan
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 on 16 Jan


The meeting closed at 2147
Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2009
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