Newland Parish Council meeting – 29 November 2011
Minutes 3173 - 3198      

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM 
ON 29 NOVEMBER  2011 AT 1900

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS

CRGMC Clearwell Recreation Ground Management Committee  CWVC Consortium of Wye Valley Councils  
FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  

GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. 
GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty YC Newland Youth Council 
PRESENT


Cllrs Alan Purvis (Vice Chairman), Bill Evans, Eric Haile, Terry Hale, Louise Salter, Pamela Travers & David Wheeler.   7 members of the public.
3173 APOLOGIES

Cllr John James.  County Cllr Terry Glastonbury.  
3174 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
	Member
	Minute
	Interest
	Reason

	Cllr Travers
	3183.1.2
	Personal
	Acquainted with applicant

	Cllr Hale
	3176.3
	Personal
	Member of FODDC

	Cllr Evans
	3176.3
	Personal
	Member of FODDC


[Cllr Haile arrived]

3175 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 25 OCTOBER 2011
It was resolved that the minutes be approved; they were signed by the Chairman.
3176 MATTERS ARISING


3176.1 re minute 3154: it was reported that Zoe Elsmore of Clearwell had agreed to be the Parish broadband

                          champion.  The Clerk was asked to enquire which telephone exchanges would be included.

3176.2 re minute 3136: the Clerk read a statement from the Chairman apologising to Cllr Hale for an inaccurate 

            statement made at the previous meeting concerning the development at Angel Farm, Coleford.
3176.3 re minute 3160: it was reported that the proposal by FODDC to charge for the use of Redbrook car park

            was currently under reconsideration and that representations had been made by Cllr Purvis.  A decision

            was expected on 16th December and in the light of that the Council would consider requesting a refund

            of the £5000 grant it had made towards the car park scheme.
3176.4 re minute 3169.1: it was reported that a reply had been received from Cllr Freeman by way of a letter of 

            resignation from the Council wef 29th November.  The vacancy would be advertised and if no election 

            called the Council would be free to fill the vacancy by co-option on 19th December.  The Clerk as asked

            to send a letter of thanks.
3177 POLICE MATTERS


There was no report; however it was known that a burglary had taken place in Clearwell.

3178 GUEST SPEAKERS - MISS  MILLY TUDBALL

Miss Tudball gave a comprehensive report of her visit to Guiding jamboree in Serbia which the Council had supported.
3179 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY

Cllr Glastonbury’s written report was presented and is attached to the signed copy of these minutes. 
3180 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ARTHUR THOMAS

No report
3181 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR TERRY HALE

Cllr Hale reported on poaching of wild boar and their culling by the Forestry Commission.

3182 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

3182.1 Mr Jones 
questioned how the development at Angel Farm had been permitted by FODDC and pointed out that Environment Agency were stating that overflows of sewage were an Environmental Health matter rather than theirs.  He had called for a round table meeting to discuss the issue.


3182.2 Dr Pearson asked that if the £5000 was returned by FODDC (see minute 3176.3 above) how it would be allocated bearing in mind that every resident of the parish had contributed through the Council Tax.


3182.3 Mrs McMahon asked that if Redbrook residents were to be given a parking permit, all residents should be given one for the same reasons pointed out by the previous speaker.

3182.4 Mr Jones advised that the traffic bollards were installed in Redbrook as part of the demolition scheme of the Little Chef.


3182.5 Mrs McMahon asked that the state of the road in Upper Redbrook be reported to MH.  Cllr Hale said this had already been done.

3183 PLANNING

3183.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	3183.1.1
	P1542./11/COU

Mr & Mrs C Fell
	Clearwell: Tudor Farmhouse Hotel, high Street
	Change of use of land to residents garden. (Retrospective). Revised plans
	No objection

	3183.1.2
	P2107/11/FUL

Mrs D Voyce
	Clearwell: land adjoining Bridge House, The Cross
	Erection of a detached dwelling and garage.
	Objection - proposed dwelling too large for the site; over dominant; not in keeping with Conservation Area; detrimental effect on Clearwell well.  Concern also expressed at contravention of extant permission regarding demolition of front wall.

	3183.1.3
	P2196/11/OHL

Western Power Distribution
	Trow Green: land at
	Installation of 3rd wire between existing supports.
	No objection

	3183.1.4
	P2297/11/FUL

Mr C Gill
	St Briavels: The Cottage, Coxbury Lane
	Conversion / renovation of existing outbuilding for use as holiday accommodation.  Erection of a single storey side extension. Demolition of existing lean-to
	Decision deferred pending site visit, but if as existing plans then no objection.


3183.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	3183.2.1
	Newland: 1 Almshouse Road
	Conversion & extensions to existing 10 one-bedroom flats in to 5 two-bedroom dwellings. (Minor amendment to planning permission P1159/10/FUL)
	Permitted 24/10/11 - 8 conditions

	3183.2.2
	St Briavels; land at
	Application for diversion of the overhead line with a tolerance of 30m.
	No objection

	3183.2.3
	Newland: Newland House
	Erection of a single storey side extension, insertion of a first floor side window and insertion of three windows into upper floor of rear elevation.
	Permitted 28/10/11 - 2 conditions

	3183.2.4
	Newland: Bells Old Grammar School
	Re-siting of existing H pole
	No objection

	3183.2.5
	Clearwell: Old Coach house, The Cross
	Erection of single storey rear extension
	Permitted 10/11/11 - 3 conditions


3183.3 EFFECT ON ANGEL FARM AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN COLFORD ON NEWLAND 

                          WASTE WATER TREATMENT WORKS (NWWTW)


The facts of this case are that the Parish Council objected in February 2011 to the application to have certain conditions removed, that there have been no changes to the technical issues or to the situation of sewage leaking in Redbrook.  There was discussion about waiting for the Inspectors report before calling for a meeting but it was resolved that the Parish Council call for a meeting without delay with all interested parties (this would include Mr Jones to assist the Parish Council with its arguments).

3184 PARISH PROPERTIES


3184.1 It was reported that there had been vandalism to Clearwell Cross and that the Chairman had authorised the Clerk to arrange for immediate repairs, which had been completed.  The police had been informed but had concluded  that there was insufficient evidence to pursue the matter. 
3184.2 It was reported that enquiries were still to be made with regard to obtaining ownership of Clearwell Pump House by Adverse Possession.

3184.3 It was reported that funds were available from the WVAONB Sustainable Development Fund and other sources for work on buildings such as the well and Pump House in Clearwell.
3185 FINANCE

3185.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was resolved that the following payments be made: 
	Inv ref
	Chq no
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	VAT
	Cheque value
	Authority

	11/46
	300349
	Forest Equipment Services Ltd
	Collection of dog waste
	67.20
	13.44
	80.64
	Litter Act 1983 s.5

	11/47
	300350
	Forest Contracting Ltd
	Repairs to Clearwell Cross
	256.00
	51.20
	307.20
	LGA 1894 s.8(1)(i)

	11/48
	300351
	R Crighton
	Staff & office costs
	1807.49
	
	1807.49
	LGA 1972 s.112(2) 

LGA (FP)A 1963 s.5

	11/49
	300352
	HMRC
	Statutory deductions
	448.71
	
	448.71
	LGA 1972 s.112(2)

	11/50

11/51
	300353
	SLCC
	Update of The Clerks Manual 2011

Subscription 2012
	32.00

123.00
	
	155.00
	LGA 1972 s.111

LGA 1972 s.143

	TOTALS
	2734.40
	64.64
	2799.04
	



3185.2 FINANCIAL SUMMARY



The report of the Council’s finances to 21 November was accepted.

3185.3 BUDGET 2012/13

Further preliminary consideration was given to the budget based on (1) a 0% increase in the precept and (2) a 5% increase.  The feeling was that a 0% increase was favoured and even on that basis there were sufficient reserves to fund any modest capital works programme and contribution to services jointly funded with GCC, even if the reserves needed to be replenished in future years.  A final decision is required at the January meeting.
3186 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

3186.1 The GCC “Big Community Offer” was outlined; a scheme to share costs on projects and services.

3186.2 The FODDC Sandbag policy was outlined; FODDC would stop supplying these from 1st April 2012.

3186.3 It was reported that FODDC had been asked to repair / relocate certain road name signs in Redbrook 

                          and Clearwell.

3186.4 Following a request from residents it was agreed to ask GH to remove 2 street lights in Clearwell from

                          the part-time night working scheme.
3187 YOUTH COUNCIL

It was reported that 4 councils in the county had Youth Council and a decision on contacting them was deferred until the next meeting.

3188 GUEST SPEAKER - KATE WYATT (COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFICER - FODDC)


Mrs Wyatt outlined her current and previous roles which included working with young people.  There was discussion on ways of engaging with young people and the kind of support the Parish Council could offer.  Mrs Wyatt offered all assistance including the preparation of risk assessments and insurance issues.
3189 HALL’S CHARITY


Cllr Travers volunteered to fill the vacancy on the trust.
3190 PARISH PLAN


It was reported that a joint event with Redbrook school had been arranged for 14th January between 1000 & 1400, with setting up on the previous evening.  Cllrs Evans, Purvis, Travers and Wheeler to attend.
3191 PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES


It was resolved to adopt the changes to Standing Orders agreed at the previous meeting.

3192 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

3192.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Cllr Hale reported that lettings and use of the Main Place in Coleford were good.


3192.2 FOREST OF DEAN HEALTH FORUM



Cllr Hale reported an interesting presentation by the Orchard Trust.  It was understood the minutes of 

                            the meeting would be available shortly.


3192.3 TRAINING COURSE “BEING A GOOD COUNCILLOR”



Cllr Haile reported attending the course, along with 23 other members from councils of varying sizes, 

                             which he found informative.


3192.4 GLOUCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS



Cllr Evans reported attending his first meeting of the County Committee and that he had been elected

                            as the Association’s representative on the WVAONB.
3193 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


3193.1 CPRE: invitation for individuals to become Planning Champions.  Individual members to respond as 
                                      appropriate

3193.2 Forest of Dean & Wye Valley Tour Guide: suggestion that coaches be exempt from the Bigsweir bridge

                          weight restriction.  No response to be made.

3192.3 Gloucestershire Fire & Rescue Service: invitation to comment on draft Integrated Risk Management

                          Plan. .  Individual members to respond as appropriate

3193.4 Forestry Commission: invitation to Winter Forum - Beechenhurst 7/12/11 @ 1900.  Members to notify
                          the Clerk by 2/12/11 if wishing to attend.
3194 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY

3194.1 Local Government Boundary Commission: Gloucestershire - Final Recommendations.


3194.2 GAPTC: Courses advertised:
“Getting to Grips with Community Engagement” 25/1/12 - Highnam







“The Development of Chairmanship Skills” 26/1/12 - Churchdown







“Being a Good Councillor” 8/2/12 - Highnam







“Councillors Legal Responsibilities” 1/3/12 - Churchdown








“Insurance Matters!” 8/3/12 - Hucclecote







“Managing Your Audit” 8/3/12 - Hucclecote







“Conducting Annual Meetings” 27/3/12 - Gloucester







“Getting to Grips with Community Engagement” 28/3/12 - Westbury


3194.3 Acknowledgement of grant received from Redbrook Village Hall


3194.4 FODDC: report on new waste services


3194.5 War Memorials Trust: newsletter

3195 MINOR MATTERS

3195.1 Discussion on the 2012 Parish Walk was deferred to the next meeting.  An item will appear in the next 

                          newsletter in February

3195.2 The Clerk outlined some of the changes to the Code of Conduct and Standards resulting from the

                           Localism Bill.  It was reported that FODDC will be arranging appropriate training in the Spring.

3195.3  Members and the public were urged to complete the broadband questionnaire to demonstrate demand 

                           for a faster facility.


3195.4 It was reported that 3 complaints had been received concerning the use of shotguns in the Newland
                          area; a warden had been appointed and would be visiting users.  It was agreed that the Parish PCSO’s

                          should also be informed.


3195.5 It was reported that Two Rivers Housing had lost their appeal over the grass cutting issue.


3195.6 It was reported that the Archbishop of Canterbury was visiting Newland on 22nd July.
3196 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS

3196.1 Dr Pearson advised that Age Concern were holding a fund raising coffee morning at Forest Hills Golf 

                          Club on 3rd December between 1030 & 1400.


3196.2 Mr Jones said it was important (in relation to the NWWTW / Angel Farm development) to keep the

                           issues of flooding and storm water separate.  It was the sewer that was the priority and which needed to 
                           be determined before the adoption of the FODDC Core Strategy Document, which was expected by the

                           end of February.  Mr Jones also reminded the meeting that it was he who initially brought the matter to

                           the attention of the Council.  In response to a request by Mr Jones, members agreed that he should be 

                           invited to any meeting (see 3183.3 above) as he had the technical knowledge of the case. 
3197 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


January - staff pension (confidential business)


January - finalise budget 2012/13

January - Annual Parish Walk
3198 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Final date for agenda items

	24 Jan
	1930
	Parish Council
	Redbrook
	14 Jan

	28 Feb
	1900
	Parish Council
	Clearwell
	18 Feb

	27 Mar
	1900
	Parish Council
	Newland
	27 Mar

	17 Apr
	1900
	Annual Parish Meeting
	Newland
	7 Apr

	24 Apr
	1900
	Parish Council
	Redbrook
	14 Apr


The Chairman of the meeting closed the meeting at 2150 by wishing all those present a merry Christmas. 
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