                                                                                   Newland Parish Council meeting –
 29 June 2010

Minutes 2833–2857 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM 
ON 29 JUNE 2010 AT 19005
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS
FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  
GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council.  

SARA Severn Area Rescue Association. (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils.  CWVC Consortium of Wye Valley Councils
YC Youth Council
PRESENT


Cllrs David Wheeler (Chairman), Hannah Freeman, Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale (from 2019), Howard Hancocks, John James, Louise Salter, Pamela Travers. 10 members of the public. 
2833 APOLOGIES
Cllr Purvis, apology accepted by the meeting.   
2834 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Type of interest

	Cllr Travers
	2837.1.5
	Spouse of applicant
	Prejudicial

	Cllr Travers
Cllr James
	2837.1.1
	Member of same village hall committee
	Personal


2835 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 25 MAY 2010
It was resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record: they were signed by the Chairman.
2836 MATTERS ARISING

2836.1 re minute 2816.2: it was reported that the litter bin had been replaced by FODDC free of charge

2836.2 re minute 2818: it was reported that the transfer of Clearwell recreation ground was proceeding
2836.3 re minute 2820: it was reported that one reply had been received regarding suggestions for 

                       refreshing the Parish Plan

2836.4 re minute 2823: it was reported that 9 people joined the Parish Walk on 6 June.  A copy of the 

                       route information sheet is attached to the signed copy of these minutes.
2837 PUBLIC QUESTIONS


2837.1 Mr Sutton asked, with reference to minute 2819 how the Council would become involved in the YC consultation over the Pump Track project on Clearwell Recreation Ground.  The Chairman acknowledged that the questionnaire issued by the YC was not good and that he will assist in the preparation of another version to be issued to the whole parish; the draft would be approved by the Council prior to issue.

2837.2 Mr Evans asked for and was given an explanation of the chicane referred to in minute 2821.


2837.3 Dr Pearson asked whether the YC members would accept some social responsibility (such as a regular litter pick) as it appeared at present that they were simply looking at projects which would benefit them.  The Chairman replied that they were already aware of social issues as they had discussed school and public transport; he added that it had been suggested to them that the YC experience would hopefully encourage them to stand for election to the Council when they were old enough.  It was hoped that some YC members would attend Council meetings and the question of the public attending YC meetings was yet to be considered.

2837.4 Mr Sutton raised the question of Standing Orders and was advised that the current version was on the Council’s web site and that a revised version issued by NALC was currently under scrutiny and would probably be adopted by the Council within a couple of months.


287.5 Mr Sutton asked whether the Clearwell Recreation Ground Management Committee was obliged to comply with any requests from the Parish Council and was advised that it was not, subject to the Council’s right of veto on certain matters.
2838 PLANNING

2838.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2838.1.1
	P0554/10/FUL

Ms N Jones
	Clearwell: Rock Cottage, The Rocks 
	Alterations and erection of a single story extension
	No objection

	2838.1.2
	P1072/10/FUL
Mr & Mrs Spencer
	Clearwell: Millend Farm,  Mill End
	Provision of a manege with ancillary works
	No objection

	2838.1.3
	P1159/10/FUL

Mr & Mrs R Tuckwell
	Newland: 1-10 Almshouses Road
	Conversion and extensions to existing 10 one-bedroom flats into 5 two-bedroom dwellings
	Objection on basis that the proposal amounts to a loss of affordable housing in the parish 

	2838.1.4
	P1160/10/LBC

Mr & Mrs R Tuckwell
	Newland: 1-10 Almshouses Road
	Listed Building Consent for above 
	No objection

	2838.1.5
	P1187/10/TCA 

Mr P Travers
	Clearwell: Woodpeckers, Lower Cross
	Management of trees within Clearwell Conservation Area
	No objection. 

	2838.1.6
	P1209/10/TCA
Mr N Ward
	Newland: Willow Dean, 5 Laundry Lane
	Management of trees within Newland Conservation Area
	No objection,



2838.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL APPLICATIONS DETERMINED
	Minute
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2838.2.1
	Newland: Tithe Barn,  Spout Farm
	Alterations and conversion of existing barn with ancillary works
	Permitted 

	2838.2.2
	Newland: Tithe Barn,  Spout Farm
	Listed Building Consent for alterations and conversion of existing barn with ancillary works
	Permitted 

	2838.2.3
	Clearwell: land at bridge House, The Cross
	Erection of a detached dwelling. (Renewal of consent P0217/07/FUL)
	Permitted.


2839 FINANCE
2839.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
It was resolved to make the following payments under the authority of the Local Government &
Public Involvement In Health Act 2007 and the Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-Being)(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008:
	Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value of 

cheque

£

	2839.1.1
	Redbrook Contact Group
	June ‘Round Up’ printing 
	112.50
	
	112.50

	2839.1.2
	R Morgan
	Newsletter distribution: Jun 2009 – Jun 2010
	25.00
	
	25.00

	2839.1.3
	Merlin Waste Ltd
	Dog waste collection: Mar - May
	54.40
	9.50
	63.90

	2839.1.4
	R Crighton
	Salary etc: Mar - May
	2111.34
	
	2111.34

	2839.1.5
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	Hall hire: Apr 2009 – Mar 2010
	152.00
	
	152.00

	TOTALS
	2455.24
	9.50
	2464.74



2839.2 FINANCIAL STATEMENT


The statement to 28 June 2010 was noted and a copy attached to the signed copy of these minutes.


2839.3 IN-HOUSE FINANCIAL CHECKS



The Chairman reported that he and Cllr Travers had undertaken the checks on 28 June 2010 and found procedures to be in order.

2840 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY


2840.1 WINTER GRIT / SALT BINS



It was agreed that the Snow Wardens would report to the July meeting on the number and condition of existing bins.  The question of the provision of such a facility in Tinman’s Green was discussed.


2840.2 REFURBISHMENT OF BOLLARDS AT CLEARWELL CROSS



It was reported that GH hoped to start the work within 3 weeks.  It was agreed that if the work was likely to cause disruption a request would be made to delay the work until after the school breaks up on 23 July.

[Cllr Hale joined the meeting at 2019]  

2840.3 ROAD WORKS – WYE BRIDGE MONMOUTH



The Chairman reported attending a public meeting at which the strategy for the work was discussed.  It was inevitable that there would be serious disruption to traffic flows but it was felt the scheme was being effectively managed to minimise this.  The work was due to start on 5 July and last 4-5 weeks; two further phases would affect roads on the Monmouth side of the A40, the first of which is would run concurrently with the Wye Bridge section.
2841 LITTLE CHEF CAR PARK


The Clerk reported that FODDC had explained the financial aspects of the scheme and that the final cost was very close to the original budgeted figure.  FODDC had advised that they planned to landscape the borders with trees and wild flowers and that they would carry out fortnightly inspections for litter and grounds maintenance.


Cllr Hale reported that the question of issuing keys to named local residents with over height vehicles was to be discussed by FODDC but it was noted that the Parish Council had previously received assurances that there would be no problem with this.
2842 YOUTH COUNCIL

Cllr Wheeler reported attending the meeting on 8th June with Cllrs Hale and Purvis when 7 members of the YC were present.  Discussion revolved round the two schemes for play facilities and school and public transport.  It was agreed that a parish-wide questionnaire on the two play schemes would be drawn up and that other youth groups in the District would be contacted.


Cllr Hale explained the reasons behind the difference in the cost of transport to Monmouth school.


Mr Evans asked how the two play schemes (Pump Track and Skate Park) would be funded and supervised and was advised that both scheme were still in their infancy with no costs established and that it was thought unlikely that any supervision would be required. 


Cllr Griffiths brought to the Council’s attention a letter circulated in Redbrook regarding the proposed Skate Park and said she thought it was wrong to be producing propaganda against the proposal before a full consultation had taken place.

2843 PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN


It was agreed that the data base forms would be brought to the July meeting.  It was felt important to make personal contact with those names on the list to encourage their participation.  This data base focussed on businesses and individuals with known specialist skills; it may be extended to other individuals with specialist skills by way of a newsletter article.
2844 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2010


2844.1 ISSUES ARISING FROM MEETING



It was confirmed that the grant request from Newland Village Room would be included in the discussion to be held on 20th July. It was confirmed that this would be an open meeting


It was reported by District Cllr Arthur Thomas that FODDC were dealing with the re-appointment of Newland Village Room as a Polling Station.

2844.2 MEETINGS IN FUTURE YEARS


It was agreed that from 2011 the Annual Parish Meeting would not be held on the same evening as the monthly Parish Council meeting and that refreshments would be provided (see minute 2856 for 2011 date)

2845 STANDING ORDERS

It was reported that the first draft of the new version had been scrutinised by three members and it was agreed that a second draft, incorporating their suggestions, would be issued prior to the next meeting.  Unless there were further amendments suggested the matter would stand adjourned until the following meeting. 
2846 GAPTC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

It was resolved to submit the following to the AGM to be held on 14th October 2010:

“that this Council considers it is the right of each member council to choose who, from among its members and officers, it appoints to represent it and to vote on its behalf at the Association’s Annual General Meeting, and urges an appropriate amendment to the Association’s constitution”.

2847 AMBULANCE RESPONSE TIMES


It was agreed that Kevin Dickens from the ambulance service would attend the next meeting to explain how the use of Grid Reference would assist in ambulances reaching the correct destination – particularly in remote rural areas.  Cllr Hale reported that it was hoped to appoint Community First Responders in each parish.
2848 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY

Cllr Glastonbury reported on:
· A cut of £6.5M from the central government grant
· A cut of £2M in the education budget which would put pressure on smaller school
· Schools working in a network

· Those in need of social or medical care to have a personal budget – views of those affected to be sought

· 68% of service users make no contribution to the costs

· Cabinet meetings will be held at various locations in the county

· The Main Place, Coleford has received another award

· Further investigative work to be undertaken re flooding at Newland bridge.
2849 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Cllr Thomas – no report.

Cllr Hale reported on:

· Discussion re wild boar (which was not a FODDC responsibility)
· Task group set up to bring high speed broadband to the district to encourage business to the area; grant of £180K received

· Work on the Coleford combined sewage system

· The effect of budget cuts

Cllr James asked if the grant could be used to upgrade exchanges and was advised that that may be included in “infra-structure” improvements.
Mr Evans reminded the meeting of the Council Tax surcharge imposed in 2009/10 and ring-fenced to deal with flooding issues and was advised that all that money had been spent, with the majority going to Tewkesbury.

2850 REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

2850.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Cllr Hale reported the imminent official opening of The Main Place.


2850.2 POLICE & COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING


Cllr Hale reported that this group was reverting to its original title and being split into north and south groups.

2850.3 PARISH PLANS FORUM



Cllr James reported attending the meeting on 21st June at which a ‘Planning for Real’ exercise was undertaken.  It was suggested that if there was little public response to the refreshing of the Parish Plan then a Planning for Real might be set up in each village.


2850.4 FOREST OF DEAN HEALTH FORUM



Cllr Travers reported attending her first meeting which she found extremely interesting.  The minutes of that meeting are available on request.


2850.5 HALL’S CHARITY



Cllr Griffiths reported that as there was no access to the hall and that there were no applications, the recent meeting was postponed

2851 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


2851.1 FODDC: invitation to Parish Forum Meeting – Council Offices 13/9/10 @ 1900


2851.2 Wye Valley AONB: invitation to Annual Study Tour – 24/9/10.  Cllrs Hancocks and James to
                         attend (Cllr Freeman as reserve)

2852 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY

2852.1 FOD Citizens Advice Bureau: Annual report 2008/09


2852.2 FODDC: Waste & Recycling Update

2853 MINOR MATTERS


2853.1 PRE-MEETINGS



Pre-meetings would be held on the Monday evening preceding the monthly meeting at the Clerk’s house at 1900.  It was emphasised that, as in the past, the purpose of the meeting was to ensure the Clerk and Chairman were aware of possible issues which might arise and be prepared to deal with them; further it was emphasised that no decisions are taken at such meetings, they are simply a means to ensure the smooth running of the council meeting.


2853.2 PLANNING SITE VISITS



It was resolved to form a planning sub-committee, under the Chairmanship of Cllr James, whose primary role would be to arrange site visits as appropriate.  The itinerary for the visits would be decided at the pre-meeting and the Chairman will advise the Chairman of the sub-committee; the site visits would be held on the morning of the council meeting.
2854 PUBLIC COMMENT

2854.1 Mr Evans asked if it was intended to make any notes taken at the pre-meeting available and was advised that it was not.


2854.2 Mr Sutton said that the views expressed in the Redbrook letter (see minute 2841, final paragraph) represent the views shared by Clearwell residents concerning the proposed Pump Track.)

2854.3 Cllr Glastonbury reported on a successful FODDC Planning seminar; the Clerk advised that he had not been made aware of the event.


2854.4 Mr Nuttall suggested that the proposed alterations to the Almshouses could lead to an increase in the number of residents and thus to the number of cars parking in the road.  He also felt that the proposed rear extensions should be in keeping with the existing building.
2855 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

July: review grit / salt bins.  Ambulance service 

July: agree surgery dates and times

2856 DATES OF MEETINGS FOR COUNCIL YEAR 2010/11


(Subject to availability of halls)
	Month
	Parish Council meeting

(Last Tuesday monthly)
	Youth Council meeting

(Second Tuesday monthly)

	July
	20th Newland (Grants meeting)
	

	July
	27th Clearwell
	13th Clearwell

	September
	28th Newland
	14th Newland (provisional)

	October
	26th Redbrook
	12th Redbrook

	November
	30th Clearwell
	9th Clearwell

	January
	25th Newland
	11th Newland (provisional)

	February
	22nd Redbrook
	8th Redbrook

	March 
	29th Clearwell
	8th Clearwell

	April
	Annual Parish Meeting 19th Clearwell 
	

	April
	26th Newland
	12th Newland (provisional)

	May
	17th Redbrook (Note 1)
	10th Redbrook


Note 1.
As 2011 is an election year, the election will be held on Thursday 5th May.  The term of office of current members terminates on 9th May.  The first meeting of the new council must be held within 14 days of 9th May, hence the change from the normal meeting date.

NB
If no response from Newland youth, the meetings provisionally arranged for Newland will be re-located.

2857 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Agenda items by

	Tues 13 Jul
	1800
	Youth Council
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	---

	Tues 20 Jul
	1900
	Parish Council (grants meeting)
	Newland Village Room
	---

	Tues 27 Jul
	1900
	Parish Council 
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 Mon 19 Jul

	Tues 14 Sep 
	1800
	Youth Council
	Newland Village Room 
	---

	Tues 28 Sep
	1900
	Parish Council
	Newland Village Room
	1000 Mon 20 Sep

	Tues 12 Oct
	1800
	Youth Council
	Redbrook Village Hall
	---

	Tues 26 Oct
	1900
	Parish Council
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 Mon 18 Oct


The meeting closed at 2210.
[Clerk’s note:  Re minute 2853. The holding of pre-meetings is common practice among several council, is considered good practice and endorsed by GAPTC and does not conflict with any advice given by the Monitoring Officer] 
Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2010
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