                                                                                      Consortium of Wye Valley Council meeting – 29 January 2009
Minutes 20 - 25 

CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN LLANDOGO MILLENNIUM HALL 
ON  29 JANUARY 2009 AT 1930
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

ABBREVIATIONS
	AONB
	Wye Valley AONB
	
	MH
	Mark Harper MP

	CTC
	Chepstow Town Council
	
	MTC
	Monmouth Town Council

	DD
	David Davies MP
	
	NPC
	Newland Parish Council

	FC
	Forestry Commission
	
	SACC
	St Arvans Community Council

	FODDC
	Forest of Dean District Council
	
	SBPC
	St Briavels Parish Council

	GCC
	Gloucestershire County Council
	
	TCC
	Tintern Community Council

	GCH
	Gloucestershire County Highways
	
	TPC
	Tidenham Parish Council

	HBPC
	Hewelsfield & Brockweir Parish Council
	
	TUCC
	Trellech United Community Council

	MCC
	Monmouthshire County Council
	
	WT
	Woodland Trust

	MCH 
	Monmouthshire County Highways
	
	
	


PRESENT
Grove Riseby (MCH), Henry Hodges (CTC), David Slater (SBPC), Bill Evans (GCC), Bob Dagger (TUCC), Ashley Thomas (TUCC / AONB), Neil Maxfield (GCH), Arthur Thomas (SBPC), Janet Saunders (TCC), Marie Griffiths (NPC) & Dave Wheeler (NPC).
In attendance: Richard Crighton (Clerk NPC)
20 APOLOGIES

Alan Bolton (SACC), Terry Hale (NPC), Jeff Mitchell (MCC), David Marshall (SBPC), David Harris (MCH)
21 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 27 OCTOBER 2008

The minutes were approved.
22 MATTERS ARISING


Re minute 16: it was reported that Mark Parker (Head of Flooding Alleviation GCC) had indicated he did not feel it appropriate for him to attend.
23 DISCUSSION WITH GLOUCESTERSHIRE AND MONMOUTHSHIRE HIGHWAYS OFFICERS


The following points emerged:
23.1 When the A466 was closed the northbound diversion was signposted at Chepstow racecourse and used the A4293 via Devauden to Monmouth and the southbound diversion was signposted at Mayhill and used the A4136 to Coleford then the B4228 via St Briavels to Chepstow.
23.2 The A466 had been widened over the years resulting in a steeper lower slope to the bank and thus more instability

23.3 In the event of a closure plans are in hand to open the road more quickly than in the past (even if only under traffic light control)

23.4 Signage needs to be specific about where the road is closed and which businesses are open and can be reached

23.5 Once the road is open signs should be removed immediately

23.6 Communication, although improved, needs to be improved further.  It was agreed to create a communications network to allow information to be quickly disseminated by GCH and MCH to parishes and communities. In turn each parish / community would develop their own network to further disseminate the information as they saw fit.  Where appropriate GCH and MCH would attach a poster to their e-mail which could be printed at parish / community level for posting around their area.  GCH and MCH would be advised of 2 or 3 e-mail contacts in each parish / community and would contact all of them, not only those in their area.
23.7 The delay in obtaining the services of the Geotechnical Engineer during the last slip near The Florence will not recur as he is now employed by GCH.  That engineer has carried out a walking inspection of the whole length of the road and this will be repeated on an annual basis.

23.8 The consensus view is that the major cause of landslips is the serious lack of proper tree management over a considerable number of years; it was accepted that in certain small areas the owners have ‘problems’ with Natural England.  Some landowners (WT specifically) manage their trees with different objectives to others.
23.9 Other causes include the steepening on the bank by road widening and poor drainage

23.10 In places there are problems with falling branches (presumably from dead trees, or occasionally through wind damage); this is the responsibility of the landowner, however highways authorities can serve notice and undertake necessary work which is then charged to the landowner.
23.11 MCC have a policy to deter fly posting. The FODDC Street Wardens will deal with the problem on their side of Bigsweir bridge.

23.12 It was suggested that there is a need for the public be made aware of the responsibilities of the various bodies and individuals with regard to tree management, and it was hoped that GCH and / or MCH could provide details for inclusion in local newsletters.
24 CONSTITUTION AND TERMS OF REFERENCE

The first draft was discussed, various amendments suggested; the Clerk will re-draft for discussion at the next meeting.

25 NEXT MEETINGS

25.1 It was agreed to hold a purely administrative meeting on Thursday 19 March to agree the Constitution and Terms of Reference and to identify priority areas for discussion, which would then be reviewed at regular intervals in accordance with the Terms of Reference.

25.2 The next ‘business’ meeting would be arranged for either April 2nd, 16th or 23rd to which WT, FC and Jonathan Merrick the Geophysical Engineer employed by GCH would be invited.

The venue for both to be either Clearwell or Redbrook depending on availability of premises.
The meeting closed at 2145. 






………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2009
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