Newland Parish Council meeting – 28 June 2011
Minutes 3082 – 3103      

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL 
ON 28 JUNE 2011 AT 1900

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS

CRGMC Clearwell Recreation Ground Management Committee  CWVC Consortium of Wye Valley Councils  
FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  

GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. 
GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty YC Newland Youth Council 
PRESENT


Cllrs John James (Chairman), Bill Evans, Eric Haile, Terry Hale, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter, Pam Travers & David Wheeler.   County Cllr Terry Glastonbury. PCSO Nick Jones and 8 members of the public.
3082 APOLOGIES

Cllr Hannah Freeman – apology accepted.  Cllr Terry Hale and District Cllr Arthur Thomas (FODDC meetings)

3083 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


Cllr James – personal interest in minutes 3089.1.1 & 3089.1.2
Cllr Evans – personal interest in minute 3094
3084 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 17 MAY 2011
Resolved that the minutes be approved; they were signed by the Chairman.
3085 MATTERS ARISING


3085.1 re minute 3056: it was reported that all members had completed their Register of Interests

3085.2 re minute 3066: it was reported that the land in Redbrook was now being offered for sale by GCC with 

                                                    no reserve or ‘uplift’ condition


3085.3 re minute 3068: it was reported that the Youth Council canoeing event would be held on 18 July at 1730.  

                                                    Notices advertising the event would be displayed shortly; all risk assessment issues

                                                    had been taken care of.

3085.4 re minute 3072: it was reported that the Annual parish walk would take place on 4 September.


3085.5 re minute 3079.1: the matter of tall trees obscuring views had been deferred from the previous meeting. 

                                                      It was felt that it was the landowners responsibility for their maintenance and in the

                                                      case of GH. County Cllr Terry Glastonbury would raise this with them.

3086 GUEST SPEAKER – MR CHRIS PARK ON BEHALF OF EXCEL FIBRE TECHNOLOGY


The meeting was advised that the company was currently paying £50 / ton for newsprint collected from points in various towns / villages ( no minimum quantity); the material is then processed and used as building insulation.  It is up to individual groups or organisations to make use of the facility as a fund raising exercise.  Contact Chris Park

( ParkC@bre.co.uk ) or the company ( 01685 845200).

3087 GUEST SPEAKER – MS KIM BEDFORD, CHIEF OFFICER, GLOUCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS 

The Council was presented with the certificate of re-accreditation as a Quality Council.

Ms Bedford advised the meeting of the role of GAPTC saying that she had been in post for 5 years. 
· Member councils pay an annual subscription based on population, part of which goes to NALC (National Association of Local Councils)

· GAPTC provides an advice service, has a link to the NALC legal team, disseminates and receives information and subscribes to LAIS (Local Administration Information Service) which provides advice on new legislation.

· A fortnightly e-newsletter will shortly be issued

· Provides consensus views from member councils on consultations

· Has links with similar groups throughout the southwest

· Provides a full training base for members and officers.

Ms Bedford mentioned the dissolution of the Audit Commission and the abolition of the Code of Conduct and how these may impact on Councils.

There followed a question and answer session.

Cllr Evans. Q. How will the Localism Bill impact on GAPTC?

A. The Management Committee is discussing this but currently there are too  many unanswered questions.  There may well be opportunities for councils resulting from the Bill but these would come at a cost.

Cllr Wheeler. Q. How easy is it for GAPTC to put forward a consensus view from large towns and small parishes?

A.  It is impossible to present a county viewpoint.

Mr Jones. Q. There is concern at the spiralling costs of Newland Parish Council, how do you see the council applying value for money?

A. It has to be established what the council is responsible for; it is wrong to single out the Clerk; there are certain duties which only he can undertake, however if he does less of the remainder the extra work load would fall to Councillors to whom an allowance could be paid.  Where there are cuts at higher levels of local government, those will fall back on parishes, at a cost.  These queries should be addressed to the Parish Council.

Cllr Evans. Q. Why would parishes want to take over services?
A. Parishes need to decide want they want to preserve; they could join forces with other councils.

Mr Pearson. Q. Does a parish have to take over a service it does not want to?

A. No.  Furthermore all activities have to be legal (at present towns and parishes are not empowered to run libraries (unless they have the Power of Well-Being)).  Councils can engage in participatory budgeting by asking the electorate where surplus funds should be spent.

Cllr Purvis.  The Localism Bill provides an opportunity for village groups to take on some activities, and they may have access to grants which a statutory body does not.

Mr Yelland. Q. At what point does a parish council become not worth while?

A. A Parish Council is here to protect its area, with no accountable body there could be a loss of control.  A balance has to be struck.

3088 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The Chairman outlined the rules governing the conduct of the public sessions and confirmed that the time limits applied in each session.


3088.1 Mr Jones asked, in connection with the proposed canoeing event, what evidence had been exhibited by the company being employed that they met all Health & Safety requirements.  He was advised that the council would ask for validation.

3089 PLANNING


3089.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED

	
	LPA Ref & applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	3089.1.1
	P0960/11/FUL

Mr Hely-Hutchinson
	Newland: Scatterford
	Alterations and change of use of (1) haybarn to studio & (2) stable store to laundry room, and external landscaping & associated engineering works.
	No objection

	3089.1.2
	P0961/11/LBC

Mr Hely-Hutchinson
	Newland: Scatterford
	Listed building Consent for internal & external alterations to Scatterford house and attached outbuildings
	No objection

	3089.1.3
	P0834/11/FUL

Mrs S David
	Clearwell: 2 the Rocks
	Installation of 8 photovoltaic solar panels on to the roof of a dwelling
	Support application

	3089.1.4
	P0045/11/DISCON

Mr & Mrs C Spencer
	Clearwell: Millend Farm, Mill End
	Discharge of condition 05 (bat mitigation) on planning approval P1539/08/COU
	No comment

	3089.1.5
	P1061/11/FUL

Mr & Mrs C Fell
	Clearwell; Tudor Farmhouse Hotel, High Street
	Change of use of landlord’s accommodation to 3 holiday letting units and alterations to building
	No objection but concern at increased traffic using  exit with limited visibility.

	3089.1.6
	P1062/11/LBC

Mr & Mrs C Fell
	Clearwell; Tudor Farmhouse Hotel, High Street
	Listed building Consent to replace 2 windows, removal of a cupboard and formation of a door opening, and erection of studwork walling in the main listed farmhouse.  Change of use of landlord’s accommodation to 3 holiday letting units and alterations to curtilage-listed building
	No objection

	3089.1.7
	P1078/11/AG

Mr R Peace
	Newland: Lodges & Valley Farm
	Application for determination as to whether prior approval is required for further details re the creation of a pond / reservoir for agricultural purposes
	No comment

	3089.1.8
	P1145/11/TCA

Mr R Powell
	Newland: The Dower House
	Conservation Area Consent for tree works: raise crown of sycamore by 5 metres and reduce by 25% on western side of tree
	No objection

	3089.1.9
	P1138/11/FUL

Mrs J M Westwood
	Redbrook: 5 Brewery Terrace
	Erection of a replacement timber shed
	No objection – suggest also requires Listed Building Consent


3089.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS DETERMINED

	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	3089.2.1
	Clearwell: 1 Church Cottages, Church road
	Alterations & erection of a single storey extension to dwelling to provide self contained annexe accommodation for elderly relative.  Alterations to garden store. (Retrospective)
	Permitted 31/5/11 with 5 conditions

	3089.2.2
	Clearwell: 1 Church Cottages, Church road
	Conservation Area Consent for the demolition of existing outbuildings
	Permitted 19/5/11 with 2 conditions

	3089.2.3
	Newland: and at & adjoining Spout Farmhouse & Cottages
	Construction of new residential vehicular access and parking areas to rear of the property
	Permitted 8/6/11 with 6 conditions

	3089.2.4
	Newland: Spout Farm cottages
	Listed building Consent for the alteration to a boundary wall to facilitate the construction of a new vehicular access and off road parking
	Permitted 7/6/11  with 2 conditions


3090 FINANCE 


3090.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
	Inv ref
	Chq no
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	VAT
	Cheque value
	Authority

	11/12
	300316
	Moore Stephens
	External audit fee
	135.00
	27.00
	162.00
	LGA 1972 s.111

	11/13
	300317
	R Crighton
	Administration
	1812.48
	
	1812.48
	LGA 1972 s.112(2)

LG(FP)A 1963 s.5

	11/14
	300318
	HMRC
	Statutory deductions
	427.41
	
	427.41

	LGA 1972 s 112(2)

	11/15
	300319
	GAPTC
	Cllr training
	80.00
	
	80.00
	LGA 1972 s.111

	11/16
	300320
	Merlin Waste - June
	Dog waste collection
	17.82
	3.57
	21.39
	Litter Act 1983 s.5

	11/17
	300321
	Redbrook Contact Group
	June ‘Round Up’
	153.70
	
	153.70
	LGA 1972 s.137

	11/18
	300322
	NALC
	Local Council Review subscription
	15.50
	
	15.50
	LGA 1972 s.143

	11/19
	300323
	Redbrook Village Hall
	Hall hire Feb – May 2011
	39.00
	
	39.00
	LGA 1972 s.134(4)

	11/20
	300324
	Merlin Waste - July
	Dog waste collection
	17.82
	3.57
	21.39
	Litter Act 1983 s.5

	TOTALS
	2698.73
	34.14
	2732.87
	



3090.2 QUARTERLY FINANCE REPORT


The report was received and approved.  A copy is attached to the signed copy of these minutes.

3090.3 EXTERNAL AUDIT 2010/11


It was reported that the audit had been completed with no issues arising.

3090.4 BUDGET 2011/12


It was noted that a reduction in employers NIC’s would reduce the budgeted deficit to £860

3091 STAFF APPRAISAL


It was agreed that Cllrs James, Evans and Wheeler would undertake the appraisal on 2 August.

3092 PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES

3092.1 REPORT OF WORKING GROUP MEETING 31 MAY 

It was agreed to:
· Seek budget figures from councils with similar precepts

· Request the Clerk to keep a work diary for a month

· Discuss the way forward for the Youth Council

Date of next meeting: 19 July at 1930 – see minute 3103 below. 
3092.2 STYLE OF AGENDA AND MINUTES

The view was expressed that some members of the public were not having their say and that what they did say was not minuted.  It was agreed that such comments should be briefly minuted.  Others felt the minutes were quite adequate, yet others that they lose some flavour if they are only a list of resolutions.
Ms Bedford (GAPTC) advised that the minutes are the Clerk’s responsibility, every decision made is a corporate one, and that in some cases a brief summary of points for, points against and the decision should be minuted.  Many councils have public sessions before the meeting begins with notes taken but not minuted.

It was suggested that the agenda headings for the public sessions could be changed to more clearly indicate the nature of the session, and also that the reports from County and District Councillors could be better placed earlier in the agenda.
[Cllr Terry Hale joined the meeting at 2100]

3093 PARISH PLAN


It was reported that the Working Group had met on 7 June with Cllrs John James and Louise Salter, Kate Baugh (GRCC) and Mrs Sylvia Adcock and Mr Malcolm Sadler (PPWG) present.  Cllr Salter and Mrs Adcock had agreed to organise the event at Clearwell school.


The provisional rota for the event is:

	Time
	7th July
	8th July
	9th July

	1000 – 1200
	Cllr Travers
	Cllr Travers & Mr Cotterill
	Cllrs Evans & Hale

	1200 - 1400
	Cllr Salter
	Cllrs Salter & Purvis
	

	1400 – 1600
	Mrs Hall
	Cllr Hale
	Cllr Purvis



All other members were asked to attend in addition to those names.

3094 CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND


It was reported that a recent independent consultation on the play equipment project had received 82% support for a large scale improvement, with 0% against any sort of development.  Final plans were to be submitted to Community Spaces during August with a decision on the grant application expected by the end of the year.
3095 CONSULTATION

3095.1 BOUNDARY COMMISSION.



Draft proposals at www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-west/gloucestershire/gloucestershire-single-member-ward-review  Response to alex.skerten@lgbce.org.uk by 1/8/11


3095.2 INDEPENDENT PANEL ON FORESTRY



Call for Views.  Send to forestrypanel@defra.gsi.gov.uk  (No closing date mentioned)


3095.3 GCC WASTE CORE STRATEGY PROPOSED FOCUSED CHANGES



View at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/wcs/publication Responses to m-wplans@gloucestershire.gov.uk or Minerals and Waste Planning Policy, Environment Directorate, Gloucestershire County Council, Shire Hall, Gloucester GL1 2TG by 8/8/11  
3096 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Cllr Glastonbury’s report was presented; a copy is attached to the signed copy of these minutes.

Cllr Evans asked if the sum of £2500 for each library bid was the limit of the GCC’s financial contribution as was advised that it was not; that sum was purely to put together a business case.


Cllr Wheeler commented on the improvement in health in the area compared to national rates of improvement; figures for county and nationally are available.
3097 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Cllr Terry Hale reported that 850 properties, mainly in the private sector, were empty. Ambulance response times were improving and that he hoped to appoint more Community Responders.

3098 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


3098.1 CODE OF CONDUCT SEMINAR



Cllr James reported attending with Cllrs Evans and Haile; three points had arisen:

· It was suggested that public speaking on planning applications be taken during public sessions rather than when the application is being discussed.  Feelings were that the status quo should prevail.

· Dispensations should be sought from FODDC where appropriate

· Disclosure on interests by members is their responsibility; any doubts should be clarified with the Clerk prior to the meeting

3098.2 PLANNING SEMINAR


Cllr Travers reported attending with the Clerk.  She found the session informative and was surprised at the number of councils expressing unhappiness with the LPA reaching decisions which did not agree with theirs.  It was reported that the LPA is considering going paperless which will create problems for councils when considering applications.

3098.3 FOREST OF DEAN HEALTH FORUM


Cllr Travers reported attending a meeting – minutes are available.  It was reported that outline planning consent had been given for a site in Cinderford to undertake kidney dialysis.  
3099 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


3099.1 Wye Valley AONB – ‘Future of Tourism in the AONB’ – Redbrook Village Hall – 14/7/11 @ 1030

3099.2 Mr P Jones – e-mail re governance.  An opinion was expressed, and shared by some members, that Mr Jones has asked the same questions repeatedly, seemingly unwilling to accept the council’s responses; that the point is close to being reached where the council will enter into no more correspondence with him and that some of his remarks and comments are vexatious and bordering on libellous.  It was pointed out that the Council, as an employer, has a duty of care to its employee.  The matters raised will be discussed by the Working Group.  It was to be minuted that the Council’s procedure with regard to multi-address e-mails had been changed.


3099.3 GAPTC Course – Chairmanship Networking Event 6/10/11 Highnam

· Being A Good Councillor (3 evenings) 31/8,14/9, 21/9/11 Coleford

· Chief constable presentation on current issues 13/9/11 Highnam

· Councillors legal responsibilities 5/7/11 Highnam
3099.4 Forest of Dean Age Concern – request for financial assistance to be considered at July meeting
3099.5 Forestry Commission – Spring Forum (previously advised)

3100 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS

None
3101 MINOR MATTERS
· PAYE system set up

· First ‘Round Up’ contribution – August edition – copy date 20 July
· Councillors’ notification under the Data Protection Act 1998. (Copies to be circulated)
· 2 unsolicited complimentary public comments received.

· Proposed road  works – Clearwell

· Bigsweir bridge completion

· Tree canopy Redbrook – Newland road.  Cllr Terry Hale to refer to GH
· Road widening The Butts, Clearwell.  Matter to be discussed at July meeting
3102 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


July – review grant awarding policy


September – review Power of Well-Being situation


October – reconsider purchase of flip chart easel / display boards

3103 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Final date for agenda items

	30 Jun
	0900
	Parish Plan Working Group
	Stank Farm
	

	7-9 July
	1000 - 1600
	Parish Plan exhibition
	Clearwell school
	

	14 Jul
	1930
	Consortium of Wye Valley Councils
	Redbrook
	4 Jul

	19 July
	1930
	Procedures Working Group
	Clearwell
	

	26 Jul
	1900
	Parish Council
	Newland
	26 Jul

	2 Aug
	1900
	Staff appraisal
	Tithe Barn
	

	4 Sep
	tba
	Annual Parish Walk
	tba
	

	13 Sept
	1800
	Youth Council
	Clearwell**
	6 Sept

	27 Sept
	1900
	Parish Council
	Redbrook
	17 Sept


** venue to be confirmed

The meeting closed at 2215
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Signed, Chairman............................................................................ 26/7/2011


