                                                                                   Newland Parish Council meeting –
28 July 2009

Minutes 2614–2635 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM 
ON  28 JULY 2009 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Hannah Freeman, Alan Purvis, Pamela Travers and Louise Salter
2614 APOLOGIES
Marie Griffiths (holiday), Howard Hancocks (holiday), David Wheeler (holiday), Terry Hale (attending County Council meeting).  Apologies accepted by the meeting.
2615 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
2616 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 30 JUNE 2009
It was resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record; they were signed by the Chairman.
2617 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

2617.1 re 2593.2 – the Clerk reported that the result of the poll of residents of Carpenters Cottages regarding the parish Council assuming ownership of the Cider Press was 1 in favour, 3 against, 11 no reply.  It was resolved to take the matter no further. 

2617.2 re minute 2597.2 – the Clerk reported that no reply had been received from the PCC regarding grass cutting in the churchyards


2617.3 re minute 2600 – it was reported that the queries over some of the costings in the Newland Village Room business plan had been resolved and it was noted that an application for a grant of £5000 had been received for phase 2 of the work.  It was agreed to arrange a meeting with members of the Village Room committee to discuss the application.


2617.4 re minute 2607.5 – it was reported that the article for the newsletter was yet to be prepared.

2618 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None
2619 PLANNING

2619.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2619.1.1
	P1026/09/AG

Ms J Andrews
	Newland: Valley Brook Farm
	Application for determination as to whether prior approval is required for further details
	No comment

	2619.1.2
	P1092/09/ADV

Mrs M O’Connor
	Milkwall: Puzzlewood, Lower Perrygrove Farm, Pingry Lane
	Erection of a non-illuminated post mounted ‘V’ sign
	No objection

	2619.1.3
	P1180/09/FUL

Mr A Pritchard
	Clearwell: 11 Council Villas
	Alterations & extension to dwelling and erection of timber built workshop / store
	No objection


2619.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2619.2.1
	Redbrook: Mandalay, Hillside Road
	Raising of roof height and insertion of dormer windows to provide increased first floor accommodation. Provision of porch canopy.
	Permitted with 2 conditions

	2619.2.2
	Newland: Valley Brook Farm
	To determine if prior approval is required for the erection of a storage barn. 
	Not required.


2620 FINANCE

2620.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was resolved that the following accounts be paid:

	Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value of 

cheque

£
	#

	2620.1.1
	Abitech Systems Ltd
	Ink cartridges
	15.60
	2.34
	17.94
	1

	2620.1.2
	NALC
	‘Local Council Review’ subscription
	13.50
	
	13.50
	5

	2620.1.3
	Redbrook Contact Group
	August ‘Round Up’
	121.39
	
	121.39
	3

	TOTALS
	150.49
	2.34
	152.83
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111

2 – s.142(2A)
3 – s.137
4 – s.112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – s.145          10 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 


11 – Highways Act 1980, s.96   12 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)
  13 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3

14 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
       15 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

16 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

17 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    

18 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 19 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3  
20 – Highways Act 1980, ss 43,50  21 – Litter Act 1983 ss.5,6  22 – Highways Act 1950 ss 43,50
2621 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2621.1 SNOW WARDENS



Details required by GCC were to hand for Clearwell and Newland; those for Redbrook were outstanding.

2621.2 CLEARWELL FOOTWAYS



It was reported that Gloucestershire Highways were to undertake work on the culvert outside Clearwell school imminently but that repairs to the footways would not be undertaken for at least 2 years.


2621.3 CLEARWELL SCHOOL SAFETY ZONE



It was reported that a copy e-mail from a resident to Mark Harper MP about the layout of the school safety zone had been received.  Members agreed that they fully supported that scheme which Gloucestershire Highways had put in place, recognising that it was, to some degree, a compromise bearing in mind the location.  They felt further enhancements were neither necessary nor desirable.

2622 LITTLE CHEF SITE CAR PARK DEVELOPMENT


Terry Hale had asked that it be reported that there had been no further developments. It was understood that the Redbrook Contact Group were in receipt of a letter signed on behalf of Marion Winship (Leader FODDC) confirming completion of the project by 31 March 2010, and that our District Councillors would be advised if any delay was expected.

2623 CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND

It was agreed in principle that if requested by the Clearwell Recreation Ground committee the Parish Council was willing to be appointed Custodian Trustee of the land. 

2624 THE 4 YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN

A draft pro formae for enlisting volunteers to the Emergency Plan was circulated for comment and it was agreed that it would be finalised in September when the method of contacting prospective volunteers would also be decided.

2625 WELCOME PACK

Updated pages for the pack were distributed to members who were reminded that these were intended for distribution by hand to householders who had recently moved into the parish.

2626 STANDING ORDERS

It was proposed that the following additions and alterations be made to Standing Orders and the matter was deferred until the September meeting:


2626.1 New section – Grievance Procedure (in standard format as drawn up by NALC)


2626.2 New section – Disciplinary Procedure (in standard format as drawn up by NALC)


2626.3 New section – Data protection policy 


2626.4 Add the following to the end of Standing Order5 A22.4: “Each public session will be limited to 15

minutes duration.  Any member of the public wishing to speak will be allowed a maximum of three minutes with a further 20 seconds right of further comment. Speakers will be invited to make their points in turn as indicated by the Chairman.  These time limits may be extended at the Chairman’s discretion”.


2626.5 Insert new section A28 to read  ” In accordance with Local Government Act 1972 s 101 the

discharge of any function of the Council may be delegated to the Clerk.  Responding to

planning applications where this is necessary between regular meetings of the Council and authorising emergency expenditure to a maximum sum of £1000 is so delegated.  Where possible the Clerk will liaise with the Chairman and / or Vice Chairman prior to exercising this delegation.  The Council may resolve to delegate any other specific function to the Clerk at a full meeting of the Council.


2626.6 Renumber Standing Order A28 as A29, and A29 as A30


2626.7 Financial Regulation 3.5 - re-word to align with new Standing Order A28


2626.8 Financial Regulation 5.4 – re-word as “To indicate agreement of the details shown on the

cheque or order for payment with the invoice or similar documentation, the cheque 

signatories shall each initial the invoice.”

2626.9 Financial Regulation 14.1 – re-word as “Where the Council is managing trustees of a charitable

            body...”
2627 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY

Terry Glastonbury reported:
· that he cost of repairing the Swanpool road was estimated at £98000 and funds were not currently available, thus the road would remain closed to the public but with access for the Forestry Commission. 
·  that it was unlikely that the Shop House one way system would be implemented.  He was asked if funds thus saved from that scheme could be diverted to repairing the footways in Clearwell.

2628 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

None 
2629 REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

2629.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP


Pam Travers reported attending her first meeting which she considered was poorly run and she was having difficulty in ascertaining what the objectives of the group were.


2629.2 COMMUNITY SAFETY ROADSHOW


Arthur Thomas reported attending the meeting at which various members of the group explained their roles.  There were reports or public questions. 


2629.3 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES WORKINBG GROUP



Terry Hale asked that it be reported that there had been no further significant developments. 

2629.4 CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS


The Clerk reported a link with a similar cross border organisation in West Midlands / Mid Wales.  Responsibility for the various river bridges had been established ie Gloucestershire CC were responsible for maintenance and safety with the cost being split equally between the two authorities. The AGM would be held in October to which the head of the County Emergency Services from Gloucestershire and Monmouthshire had been invited.


2629.5 STOWFIELD QUARRY LIAISON GROUP


Terry Hale asked that it be reported that he attended the recent site visit.  The various boundaries and blasting limits would be the subject of conditions attached to any permission granted, that all the lines had been agreed and pegged out and that a new 15m wide access road was proposed from the quarry exiting onto the A4136 between Robin Hood junction and Staunton.

2629.6 CLEARWELL QUARRY LIAISON GROUP



John James reported attending the meeting at which it was advised that a planning application for the 10 year closure programme would be submitted towards the end of 2009, and that details would be discussed with the Parish Council prior to submission, as well as details of the new asphalt plant, if they were available.
2630 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION

2630.1 GAPTC – Call for resolutions for AGM

2631 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY

2631.1 GAPTC ‘Update’ – July 2009 (copy attached)

2631.2 Severn Estuary Partnership – Forum 2009

2631.3 FODDC – Community & Corporate Scrutiny & review committees Annual Report 2008/09

2632 MINOR MATTERS


2632.1 It was agreed to include a ‘Clerks briefing’ at meetings


2632.2 Members were asked to suggest speakers to attend meetings.  It was noted that there was a new Headteacher at Redbrook school who could be approached in 2010.

2632.3 Alan Purvis reported that a recent fund raising event had raised £1000 towards the repairs to the Redbrook War Memorial.
2633 PUBLIC COMMENT

2633.1 Dr Pearson commented that she was horrified at the reported cost of repairs to Swanpool road and the fact that it was to remain ‘temporarily’ closed.  She pointed out that it could have been used as a diversion during the forthcoming month long closure of the A4136.  It was understood that Staunton Coleford Parish Council had some written information about the Swanpool road which the Clerk would request a copy of and the Council would then raise the matter at the Community Scrutiny meeting of FODDC in September.
2634 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


None

2635 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Agenda items by

	13 Aug
	1900
	‘Time & Place’ presentations
	FODDC Council Offices
	

	13-27 September – Parish Council office CLOSED

	25 Sept
	Wye Valley AONB Annual Study Tour
	Herefordshire

	29 Sept
	Newsletter available for distribution

	29 Sept
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 on 11 Sept

	8 Oct
	1930
	Consortium of Wye Valley Councils AGM
	Llandogo Millennium Hall
	1000 on 29 Sept

	13 Oct
	1900
	Parish Plan Working Group
	Redbrook Village hall
	1000 on 3 Oct

	15 Oct
	1800
	GAPTC AGM
	Shire Hall, Gloucester
	Resolutions by 31 July

	27 Oct
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Newland Village Room
	1000 on 17 Oct

	24 Nov
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Redbrook Village hall
	1000 on 14 Nov


The meeting closed at 1959
Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2009
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