                                                                                   Newland Parish Council meeting –
28 April 2009
Minutes 2542–2562 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL  
ON  28 APRIL 2009 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Hannah Freeman, Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks and David Wheeler
2542 APOLOGIES
Alan Purvis (working), Louise Salter (family commitment) and Pamela Travers (family commitment).  Apologies accepted by the meeting.
2543 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following declarations were made and those with prejudicial interests behaved in accordance with requirements of Clause 12(2) of the Code of Conduct

	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Interest

	Marie Griffiths
	2547.1.3
	Own adjoining land
	Prejudicial

	John James
	2550
	Business relationship with landowner
	Prejudicial



Terry Hale declared his membership of the District Council Development Control committee.

2544 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 24 FEBRUARY 2009
It was proposed by David Wheeler and resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record; they
were signed by the Chairman:

2545 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

2545.1 re minute 2530 – it was reported that the dog waste and litter bins would be installed shortly.
2546 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None
2547 PLANNING

2547.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2547.1.1
	P0588/09/FUL
Mr N Jenkins
	Clearwell: Tudor Cottage, High Street
	Erection of a single storey extensions and flat roof conservatory
	No objection

	2547.1.2
	P0590/09/LBC
Mr N Jenkins
	Clearwell: Tudor Cottage, High Street
	Listed Building Consent for the erection of a single storey extensions and flat roof conservatory
	Materials for conservatory not disclosed – objection if uPVC or plastic to be used. 

	2547.1.3
	P0048/09/DISCON

Mr J Learrmond
	Newland: Newland House, Savage Hill
	Discharge of condition (01) of planning permission P1652/08/FUL
	No objection


2547.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATION DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2547.2.1
	Clearwell: The Porch House, Lower Cross
	Loft conversion including the insertion of dormer windows
	Permitted with 3 conditions.


2548 FINANCE

2548.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was proposed by David Wheeler and resolved that the following payment be made:

	Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value of 
cheque

£
	#

	2548.1.1
	GAPTC
	Subscription 2009/10
Training courses fees
	193.35
125.00
	
	318.35
	5
1

	2548.1.2
	Time and Place
	Grant 
	150.00
	
	150.00
	3

	2548.1.3
	Redbrook Contact Group
	April Round Up
	130.00
	
	130.00
	3

	2548.1.4
	M J Highton
	Internal audit fee
	20.00
	
	20.00
	1

	2548.1.5
	Redbrook Village Hall
	Hall hire from March 2008
	48.00
	
	48.00
	6

	TOTALS
	666.35
	
	666.35
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111

2 – s.142(2A)
3 – s.137
4 – s.112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – s.145          10 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 


11 – Highways Act 1980, s.96   12 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)
  13 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3

14 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
       15 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

16 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

17 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    

18 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 19 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3  
20 – Highways Act 1980, ss 43,50  21 – Litter Act 1983 ss.5,6

2548.2 REPORT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR


The report was noted.


2548.3 DRAFT STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND ANNUAL REPORT



It was proposed by Howard Hancocks and resolved to accept the document as drafted.

2548.4 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT


It was proposed by Marie Griffiths and resolved that the statement be accepted and that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Return


2548.5 CONTRACT FOR EMPTYING DOG WASTE BINS



It was reported that Forest Equipment Services has decided not to quote and the only other contractor, Merlin Waste Control Specialists Ltd had quoted £2.62 per bin per empty.  It was proposed by Marie Griffiths and resolved to accept this quotation.
2549 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

MILLSTONE AT CARPENTERS COTTAGES  CLEARWELL


It was reported that the land in question was not registered and that Gloucestershire Highways would have no objection if the Parish Council were to acquire ownership.  The Clerk was asked to discuss the costs and procedure with the Land Registry
2550 MOTOR CROSS IN CLEARWELL

It was reported that 3 complaints had been received from residents about the noise of motor cycles taking part in the event and of the noise of music after the event late into the night of 19/20 April.  FODDC had advised that the annual quota of events was not being exceeded and there was little they could do.  The organising clubs were supposed to advise the village in advance of events which they were not doing.

It was agreed that enquiries should be made of FODDC regarding the need for a licence for ‘after event’ activities and that a letter should be sent to the landowner (copied to Clearwell Farm, over whose land access was required for the events), advising of the receipt of complaints from the public.
2551 LITTLE CHEF SITE CAR PARK DEVELOPMENT


It was reported by Terry Hale that it was still the intention of FODDC to proceed with the project and that £47540 was ring fenced in their budget for that purpose.  FODDC had been informed of the risks of legal action by users of the car park for damage to property or persons because of the deep potholes on the car park and the Clerk as asked to write advising of complaints received and recommending some urgent remedial action.
2552 ANNUAL REVIEW OF COUNCIL POLICIES

2552.1 STANDING ORDERS – review outstanding (Pamela Travers)

2552.2 FINANCIAL REGULATIONS – reviewed by Howard Hancocks and considered satisfactory 


2552.3 COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE – review outstanding (Terry Hale)

2552.4 RISK ASSESSMENT – reviewed by John James and considered satisfactory subject to further 

                           consideration of insuring Clearwell Well (Clerk to discuss with insurance company)

2552.5 FREEDOM OF INFORMATION PUBLICATION SCHEME – review outstanding (Terry Hale)


2552.6 ASSET REGISTER / INSURANCE COVER – review outstanding (John James/Clerk)


The outstanding reviews would be completed by the May meeting.

2553 FODDC NOTICES

It was reported that there had been a relaxation of the use of trailers in delivering items to the Household

Recycling Centre at Broadwell.

2554 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR BILL EVANS

· Appeared to be a serious funding gap in Little Chef car park project and some confusion over funds pledged by third parties 
· Concern over outstanding highways issues as efforts appear to be concentrated on repairs to potholes (Clearwell school – drainage work; Margery Lane and Council. Villas Clearwell – blocked grids in culverts; Swanpool – water running onto road)
· Work planned at entrance to Newland Village Room (pond to be dredged by committee)

· Two groups seeking sites for allotments (one already operational opposite Clearwell Caves)
· Suggested joint initiative by Staunton Coleford and Newland Parish Council re get Staunton – Upper Redbrook road re-opened

· Central Networks setting up a customer panel to address needs of vulnerable residents
2555 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS TERRY HALE AND ARTHUR THOMAS


District Councillor Arthur Thomas;

· Resident complaint re Little Chef car park lodged with FODDC together with a comment regarding the time spent to date on the project and the fact that funding was available for the entire project some time ago.
District Councillor Terry Hale:
· LPA meeting with a Mr Foster to discuss allotments
· Rubbish removed from closed Staunton – Upper Redbrook road

· Wild Boar meeting produced a well balanced debate; animals both cause damage and bring benefits to the area.

2556 MR ROBERT BAILEY

The meeting welcomed Mr Robert Bailey as the new owner of the Pump House,  Upper Redbrook to the meeting and heard of the work he had undertaken to stabilise the bank and his plans for altering the property and vehicular access to it. 
2557 REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

2557.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP


Terry Hale reported that the work on the Enterprise Centre had started and that it was planned to be opened in January 2010.  John James was asked if he would compile a list of heritage walks in the parish.

2557.2 CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS


Marie Griffiths reported that some progress had been made with the attendance of Forestry Commission Wales and The Woodland Trust.  It was felt important not to lose focus of the primary purpose for which the consortium was set up and to get closure on the road issue, but at the same time there were other issues which were of genuine concern to member councils.  The view was expressed that insufficient pressure had been placed on the Woodland Trust to explain their tree management policy and that it might be useful to seek independent advice from an expert on such matters.  In answer to a question about funding the Clerk advised that each council in turn hosted a meeting and covered the cost of hiring a hall and that admin costs, which were minimal, were currently being carried by Newland Parish Council.  Funding was to be reviewed at the AGM in October but it was anticipated that each council would be required to contribute not more than £20 per annum initially.

2557.3 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES



Terry Hale reported that The Lecturage was on the market and that discussions were continuing on a price for the Almshouses. 

2557.4 CENTRAL NETWORKS



John James reported on the most recent meeting.  Phases 1 and 2 were almost completed and would re-start in May.  For phase 3 all the landowners involved had been identified and wayleaves needed to be agreed, and i It was hoped work would start in September / October 2009 but prior to that the company would attend a Council meeting and the monthly luncheon club to advise the implications (some planned power cuts would be necessary).

2557.5 STOWFIELD QUARRY



Terry Hale reported that FODDC has raised some queries in respect of the recent planning application.
2558 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION

2558.1 Forestry Commission: Forest of dean Forum – 27/5/09 @ 1900 – Symonds Yat car park
2559 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY

2559.1 Newland Village Room: update on activities

2559.2 Newland Village Room: acceptance of invitation to APM


2559.3 Friends of the Cathedral of the Forest: unable to attend APM


2559.4 Redbrook Village Trust: acceptance of invitation to APM


2559.5 Dr Pearson: copy letter to Staunton Coleford PC re closure of Staunton – Upper Redbrook road 
2560 MINOR MATTERS

2560.1 Marie Griffiths made the meeting aware of a number of thefts of farming and other equipment in the area recently.

2560.2 Terry Hale advised that the surface of the footpath around Clearwell Well was being damaged.
2561 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS

2561.1 Bill Evans expressed concern over the possible widening of the agenda of the Consortium of Wye Valley Councils and duplication of efforts by other agencies.


2561.2 Bill Evans noted that the Parish Council had been ‘careful’ with its funding to Newland Village Room and pointed out that a number of people were working hard to get the facility up and running.
2562 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Agenda items by

	22-28 April   Clerk on holiday

	10 May
	1000
	Parish Walk (Burial Path: Coleford – Newland – Redbrook)
	Buchanan Recreation Ground, Coleford
	

	26 May
	1830
	Annual Parish Meeting (APM)
	Newland church
	1000 on 16 May

	26 May
	Following APM
	Annual Parish Council Meeting
	Newland church
	1000 on 16 May

	30 June
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 on 20 June

	13 July
	1800
	Clearwell Quarry Liaison Group
	Wyndham Arms, Clearwell
	1000 on 3 July

	28 July
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Newland church
	1000 on 18 July


The meeting closed at 2110. 






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2009
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