Newland Parish Council meeting – 27 September 2011
Minutes 3125 - 3146      

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
ON 27 SEPTEMBER  2011 AT 1900

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS

CRGMC Clearwell Recreation Ground Management Committee  CWVC Consortium of Wye Valley Councils  
FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  

GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. 
GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty YC Newland Youth Council 
PRESENT


Cllrs John James (Chairman), Bill Evans, Eric Haile, Alan Purvis, Pam Travers & David Wheeler.   District Councillor Arthur Thomas, PCSO Jenny Mansfield and 4 members of the public.
3125 APOLOGIES

Cllrs Louise Salter & Terry Hale – apologies accepted.  County Cllr Terry Glastonbury.  
3126 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


Cllr James – prejudicial interest in minute 3134.2 (cheque no 300329)
3127 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 26 JULY 2011
It was resolved that the minutes be approved; they were signed by the Chairman:
3128 MATTERS ARISING


3128.1 re minute 3111.2: to note that the Parish Plan progress chart has been published on the web  site


3128.2 re minute 3120.1: to note that a written response had been sent by the Chairman to Mr Jones and that it 
                          had been acknowledged with thanks.

3129 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY

The written report had been circulated previously and a copy is attached to the signed copy of these minutes.  The point was raised on the question of the Broadband project - which was directed to Gloucestershire and Herefordshire - and whether Redbrook would benefit, bearing in mind it had a 01600 dialling code.  It was pointed out that a Clearwell resident was keen to be involved in the project.
3130 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

3130.1 CLLR ARTHUR THOMAS reported 

· That Newland Village room had been re-accredited to act as a Polling Station
· That GH had inspected the footway in Newland and agreed to deal with it as a priority
3110.2 CLLR TERRY HALE - no report
3131 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None. 
3132 PLANNING

3132.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	3132.1.1
	P1542/11/COU

Mr & Mrs C Fell
	Clearwell: Tudor Farmhouse Hotel, High Street
	Change of use of land to residents’ garden. (Retrospective).  
	No objection but request condition re effective screening to preserve privacy of adjoining property.

	3132.1.2
	P1632/11/OHL

Western Power Distribution plc
	Newland; Bells Old Grammar School
	Application under Circular 14/90 for the re-siting of 1 existing ‘H’ pole mounted substation onto a new single pole to be erected, with the diversion of the existing high voltage overhead line.   One leg ‘H’ pole is to be retained to support the existing low wattage overhead line.


	No objection.

	3132.1.3
	P1606/11/FUL

Mr & Mrs R Tuckwell
	Newland: 1 Almshouse Road
	Conversion & extensions to existing 10, 1-bedroom flats in to 5, 2-bedroom dwellings. (Minor amendment to planning permission P1159/10/FUL and Listed Building Consent P0947/10/LBC)
	No objection - query whether Listed Building Consent also required.

	3132.1.4
	P1754/11/FUL

Mr & Mrs R Pease
	Newland: Newland House
	Erection of a single storey side extension, insertion of a first floor side window and insertion on 3 windows into upper floor of rear elevation
	No objection - query whether listed building Consent also required

	3132.1.5
	P1490/11/FUL

Mr M Sadler
	Clearwell: 1 Brooklyn Cottages
	Erection of a two storey rear extension
	Objection - conflicts with local plan policy (R)FHE1 in that it does not preserve or enhance the character & appearance of the Conservation Area.  In respect of the adjoining property is an un-neighbourly application because it is too dominant; sits on the boundary; will result in loss of light. Unsuitable materials and is prominent when viewed from recently refurbished Clearwell Well. 

	3132.1.6
	P1846/11/FUL

Mr & Mrs R Eaves
	Clearwell: Old Coach House, The Cross
	Erection of a single storey rear extension
	No objection


3132.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	3132.2.1
	Clearwell: Recreation ground & adjacent field
	Construction of a 395m overhead line constructed on wooden poles with a tolerance of 30m on either side
	No objection 1/8/11

	3132.2.2
	Redbrook: 5 Brewery Terrace
	Erection of a replacement timber shed
	Permitted 21/7/11 - 2 conditions

	3132.2.3
	Clearwell: Tudor Farmhouse Hotel, High Street
	Listed Building Consent to replace 2 windows, removal of a cupboard and formation of a door opening and erection of studwork in main listed farmhouse.  Alterations to curtilage - listed building
	Permitted 27/7/11 - 2 conditions

	3132.2.4
	Clearwell: Tudor Farmhouse Hotel, High Street
	Change of use of landlord’s accommodation to 3 holiday letting units & alterations to building
	Permitted 26/7/11 - 8 conditions

	3132.2.5
	Newland: Scatterford



	Alterations and change of use of (1) haybarn to studio & (2) stable store to laundry room, and external landscaping & associated engineering works.



	Permitted

	3132.2.6
	Newland: Scatterford

	Listed building Consent for internal & external alterations to Scatterford house and attached outbuildings

	Permitted

	3132.2.7
	Land at St Briavels
	Application under Circular 14/90 for the diversion of the overhead line with a tolerance of 30m.


	No objection


3133 POLICE MATTERS

3133.1 It was reported that a speed survey was to be undertaken imminently in Clearwell.


3133.2 The question of on-street parking in Newland (with particular reference to the area outside The Ostrich) was discussed; police would respond - if available - to non-emergency calls to assist and would speak to the licensee of the pub to seek her co-operation
3134 FINANCE

3134.1 GRANT REQUESTS RECEIVED



Requests from Forest of Dean Citizens Advice Bureau, Camomile Club, Clearwell Babes & Toddlers & Clearwell Scouts were all noted and it was agreed that grants already budgeted for would be paid (see list below).  In respect of the request from the Redbrook Playground, the Clerk was asked to seek further information from the ‘parent’ organisation the Redbrook Village Trust.  In respect of the request from Clearwell Scouts it was noted that they held balances of in excess of £20,000.


It was agreed that the reduction in Central Government funding was causing increasing pressure on Parish Councils to fill the gap. It was felt that revenue costs incurred by voluntary groups should be covered by fees, fund raising etc and that grant applications to the Council should focus on capital or major projects.  It was agreed to undertake a full review of the Council’s grant awarding policy in October.

3134.2 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was resolved that the following payments be made: 
	Inv ref
	Chq no
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	VAT
	Cheque value
	Authority

	11/24
	300328
	Redbrook Contact Group
	August ‘Round Up’
	155.61
	
	155.61
	LGA 1972 s.137

	11/25
	300329
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	Revenue grant
	600.00
	
	600.00
	LG(MP)A 1976 s.19(3)

	11/26

11/40
	300330
	Newland Village Room
	Revenue grant

Hall hire
	600.00

12.00
	
	612.00
	LG(MP)A 1976 s.19(3) LGA 1972 s 134(4)

	11/27
	300331
	Redbrook Village Hall
	Revenue grant
	600.00
	
	600.00
	LG(MP)A 1976 s.19(3)

	11/28
	300332
	Citizens Advice Bureau
	Revenue grant
	175.00
	
	175.00
	LGA 1972 s.142(2A)

	11/29
	300333
	FODDC
	Grant for Street Wardens 
	100.00
	
	100.00
	LGA 1972 s.136

	11/30
	300334
	Clearwell Scouts
	Revenue grant
	120.00
	
	120.00
	LG(MP)A 1976 s.19(3)

	11/31
	300335
	Clearwell Babes & Toddlers Group
	Revenue grant
	120.00
	
	120.00
	LG(MP)A 1976 s.19(3)

	11/32
	300336
	Camomile Club
	Revenue grant
	120.00
	
	120.00
	LG(MP)A 1976 s.19(3)

	11/33
	300337
	Forge
	Revenue grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	LGA 1972 s.137

	11/34
	300338
	Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association
	Revenue grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	LGA 1972 s.137

	11/35
	300339
	Severn Area Rescue Association
	Revenue grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	LGA 1972 s.137

	11/36
	300340
	FOD Age Concern
	Revenue grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	LGA 1972 s.137

	11/37
	300341
	FOD Health Forum
	Revenue grant
	60.00
	
	60.00
	LGA 1972 s.137

	11/38
	300342
	R Crighton
	Staff & office costs
	1769.59
	
	1769.59
	LGA 1972 s.112(2) &

LG(FP)A 1963 s.5

	11/39
	300343
	HMRC
	Statutory deductions
	441.61
	
	441.61
	LGA 1972 s.112(2)

	11/41
	300344
	Vision ICT
	Web hosting + renewal of domain name
	193.25
	38.65
	231.90
	LGA 1972 s.142

	11/42
	300345
	Forest Equipment Services Ltd
	Dog waste collection

14/7 - 26/8
	67.20
	13.44
	80.64
	Litter Act 1983 s.5

	11/43
	300346
	Abitech Systems Ltd
	Ink cartridges
	13.45
	2.69
	16.14
	LGA 1972 s.111

	TOTALS
	5387.71
	54.78
	5442.49
	



3134.3 QUARTERLY FINANCE REPORT



The report was noted.

3135 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 

3135.1 REDUCED SPEED LIMITS


It was noted that a suggestion had been made by a member of the public to seek the imposition of a 20mph speed limit in Newland (and possibly Clearwell).  Whilst it was thought that any such request would not be successful it was agreed to defer any action until the result of the speed survey (see minute 3133.1) was known.


3135.2 ROAD RE-SURFACING IN CLEARWELL



It was reported that following the recent patching GH were not proposing to surface dress until May / June 2012.  Members felt this was an unacceptable delay probably due to financial constraints and the Clerk was asked to seek a written undertaking that the work would be carried when proposed; in the meantime the white lining should be reinstated.

3135.3 REDBROOK CAR PARK


It was reported that FODDC had agreed in principle to charging for car parks including Redbrook on a Sunday.  It was alleged by a member that this policy contradicted an explicit agreement by FODDC that they would never impose a charge at this site and that FODDC had lied to the Parish Council in that respect.  It had been pointed out that the residents had already contributed £5000 to the scheme by way of the grant from the Parish Council.  It was understood that FODDC would consult with the Parish Council over their proposals.



It was thought that the result of the imposition of a charge for residents would be that they would all park on the A466 and that increased use of The Boat car park could well lead to it being closed altogether.



It was reported that FODDCllr Terry Hale had offered to meet Redbrook residents to discuss the issues.

3136 YOUTH COUNCIL


There was a wide ranging discussion on the future of the Youth Council with the following points emerging;

· The Parish Council needs to be more supportive by publicising meetings and arranging transport from the villages to the meeting venue

· The need to engage the YC ie the current broadband project

· The interest of the YC in the Parish Council arranging events - such as the recent canoeing trip, however insurance appeared to be the real stumbling block.

Clearwell Caves were prepared to organise a caving event for £120 (for up to 15 people).  It had been

established that there were 30 youngsters in Newland in the 8 - 15 year age range. It was agreed to invite Graham Spearman to discuss ways of engaging with the YC.


In the meantime the YC meetings would be suspended.

3137 POWER OF WELL-BEING

It was agreed, in view of what may emerge from the Localism Bill, not to proceed with the necessary training to re-acquire of the Power of Well-Being.

3138 PARISH PLAN


3138.1 RENEW & REFRESH EXCERCISE - NEWLAND


This would be held on Sunday 9 October between 1400 and 1800 with setting up on the previous day.


3138.2 RENEW & REFRESH EXCERCISE - REDBROOK


Enquiries would be made to see if there was an event in the village to which this exercise could be ‘hook on’ to; it was hoped to hold the event before the end of the year.

3139 PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN


No report in respect of a database for Newland or Redbrook
3140 PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES 

3140.1 REPORT OF WORKING GROUP MEETING 24 AUGUST 2011 

The Chairman read a report of the meeting (copy attached to the signed copy of these minutes). Members agreed to the following courses of action:

· Comparative figures for admin and staff costs for various councils to be published in the next newsletter

· The Clerk to investigate insurance issues for YC events

· Attempt to be made to contact the owners of Clearwell well house

The view was expressed that the whole Council should look at savings and role sharing.


3140.2 ANNUAL REVIEW OF COUNCIL POLICIES


The review of Council policies had been partially completed; it was agreed that the review would be completed by the next meeting. :


Standing Orders - Cllr James - an  amendment required re seconding of motions

Financial Regulations - Cllr Travers - policy adequate, no amendments required

Complaints Procedure - Cllr Hale - item outstanding

Risk Assessment Statement - Cllr James - item outstanding

Freedom of Information Publication Scheme - Cllr Purvis - item outstanding

Data Protection policy - Cllr Evans - policy adequate, no amendments required

Disciplinary procedures - Cllr Evans - amendments required re procedure for hearings and appeals
Grievance procedures - Cllr Evans - amendments required re procedure for hearings and appeals


Training Policy - Cllr Wheeler - amendment required to produce a more comprehensive policy
3141 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


3141.1 Cllr Travers reported attending a meeting of the Forest of Dean Health Forum


3141.2 Cllr James reported attending a meeting of the FODDC Parish Plans Forum. A new department has been created: The Community Engagement Team, with Kate Wyatt  having responsibility for the South Forest


3141.3 Cllr Haile reported a meeting with Bells Foundation which is now defunct and with the need for trustees to decide where the remaining funds should go.

3142 MINOR MATTERS

3142.1  It was agreed that there would be an item in the next newsletter advising residents not to put unsuitable material down the drains following recent problems with blockages in Clearwell.


3142.2 It was reported that there was a very disappointing turnout for the Parish Walk and agreed that May was a better time of year to hold it.  Thanks were offered to Cllr Salter for all her work in arranging and publicising the event.
3143 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


3143.1 GCC: invitation to Highways Information Evening - Shire Hall - 10/10/11 @ 1800-2030


3143.2 GAPTC - invitation to AGM - Shire hall - 13/10/11 @ 1830.  Cllr Evans to attend

3143.3 GAPTC - training courses 2011

3144 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS

3144.1 Dr Pearson advised the meeting that FODDC made a grant of £90,000 to the Citizens Advice Bureau

3144.2 Dr Pearson advised the meeting of a FODDC Strategy Committee meeting to discuss the proposed car 

                          parking charges to be held on 28 September at 1800.  She also said that if the charges were not 

                          introduced, the funding gap would need to be filled by a 5.5% increase in Council Tax.


3144.3 In response to a question by the Chairman Dr Pearson advised that she had not been approached by

                          anyone prepared to assume editorship of the Round Up.  The Council formally offered thanks to Dr 
                          Pearson for all her work over the years in editing the parish newsletter.
3145 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


October - consider first draft budget 2012/13, to include:

· consider offering a cash contribution to GH for footway repairs

· purchase of display boards
· review all grants as part of the budgeting process

October - investigate use of Dial-A-Ride etc vehicles out of hours

October - Sue Middleton “Overlooking the Wye” project

November - discuss dates for Parish Walk in May 2012 
3146 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Final date for agenda items

	29 Sep
	1800
	Clearwell Quarry Liaison Group
	Wyndham Arms, Clearwell
	

	9 Oct
	1400-1800
	Newland Parish Plan Renew & Refresh exercise
	Newland Village Room
	

	25 Oct
	1900
	Parish Council
	Clearwell
	15 Oct

	29 Nov
	1900
	Parish Council
	Newland
	19 Nov

	24 Jan
	1900
	Parish Council
	Redbrook
	14 Jan


The meeting closed at 2115
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Signed, Chairman............................................................................ 25/10/2011


