Consortium of Wye Valley Councils meeting – 27 October  2011

Minutes 110 - 117 


 CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL 
ON THURSDAY 27 OCTOBER 2011 AT 2000
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the consortium]

ABBREVIATIONS

	AONB
	Wye Valley AONB
	
	MCC
	Monmouthshire County Council

	DD
	David Davies MP
	
	MCH 
	Monmouthshire County Highways

	FC(W)
	Forestry Commission (Wales)
	
	MH
	Mark Harper MP

	FODDC
	Forest of Dean District Council
	
	NPC
	Newland Parish Council

	GCC
	Gloucestershire County Council
	
	SBPC
	St Briavels Parish Council

	GCH
	Gloucestershire County Highways
	
	TCC
	Tintern Community Council

	GWAS
	Great Western Ambulance Service
	
	TUCC
	Trellech United Community Council

	HBPC
	Hewelsfield & Brockweir Parish Council
	
	WAS
	Welsh Ambulance Service

	TPC
	Tidenham Parish Council
	
	WT
	Woodland Trust

	SACC
	St Arvans Community Council
	
	
	


PRESENT

Cllrs David Wheeler (Chairman), Bob Dagger & Ashley Thomas (TUCC), Janet Saunders (TCC), Davis Slater (SBPC), Carole Dawson & Bernard Bowshall (TPC), 

In attendance Richard Crighton (Clerk) 

110 APOLOGIES

Cllrs Terry Glastonbury (GCC),  Marrilyn Smart (FODDC)

111 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
112 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 27 APRIL 2011
Minutes accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

113 MATTERS ARISING


Re minute 108.2: it was reported that there was insufficient interest shown in the meeting with the village hall committees that it was cancelled.
114 BIGSWEIR TOLL HOUSE

It was reported that the Bat Society had agreed to assume responsibility for the building following repairs for which funding had been secured from various sources. Funding was to come from the Bat Society, Trellech United Community Council, WVAONB Sustainability Fund.   Work would start early in 2012 and be of short duration.
115 BROADBAND PROVISION

It was understood that a project to install high speed broadband in rural areas of Herefordshire and Gloucestershire was proposed subject to sufficient demand being established through a consultation.  The Clerk was asked to establish the facts, particularly how if the project proceeded, the anomalies in the telephone exchanges in the area would be dealt with, ie Tidenham being in Gloucestershire but with a 01291 number, Llandogo being in Wales with a 01594 number, Redbook being in Gloucestershire with a 01600 number.

116 OTHER MATTERS

116.1 HOSPITALS - MINOR INJURIES UNITS



It was reported that it was proposed to close the Minor Injuries units at Monmouth and Chepstow hospitals because they were under-used, and that if Lydney hospital took the same decision the nearest hospitals offering the service would be Abergavenny, Gloucester and Newport.  The Clerk as asked to obtain information of proposed hospital closures It was agreed that hospital services would be an item on the agenda for the next meeting.


116.2 RIGHTS OF WAY MAPS



It was established that in Gloucestershire these were held by the Rights of Way department (part of GCH) and not District Councils; in addition some parish and town Clerks may hold maps for their own area.


116.3 FARM THEFTS



It was reported that there had been a spate of farm thefts on both sides of the Wye but that there appeared to be no liaison between the relevant police forces.  It was reported that Gwent police did operate an electronic advice system advising of crimes in their area and seeking public information on them.  Bob Dagger and the Clerk would reciprocate such information by e-mail as appropriate.  The Clerk as asked to enquire of Gloucestershire police as to their policy of liaison on cross border crime,  and if they operated a similar system to that in Gwent to advise of local incidents.


116.4 SUSTRANS



It was reported that Sustrans were not proceeding with their proposals in the Chepstow - Brockweir area because they had lost the promised funding.


116.5 PRODUCTION OF DRIVING DOCUMENTS



It was reported that it was only possible to produce driving documents, when required, at designated police stations rather than any station.  The Clerk was asked to establish the facts of the matter.

117 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Date: to be agreed, but a Thursday evening in Tidenham Parish Council’s area within the next 6 months - or earlier if a specific issue required it. The meeting closed at 2110.
The meeting closed 2110.
.......................................................... Chairman ......................./.........../2012
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