                                                                                      Newland Parish Council meeting – 27 May 2008
Minutes 2319– 2344
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
ON  27 MAY 2008 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Hannah Freeman, Terry Hale, Marie Griffiths, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis, David Wheeler.
2319 APOLOGIES

Teri Chance (family commitment), Louise Salter (holiday).

District Councillor Arthur Thomas .


Apologies accepted by the meeting.

2320 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

John James was proposed by Howard Hancocks, seconded by David Wheeler and elected unopposed.

2321 EXECUTION OF CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE


The Chairman executed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office
2322 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN


Terry Hale was proposed by John James, seconded by Marie Griffiths and elected unopposed.

2323 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2323.1 Hall’s Charity: John James, Marie Griffiths & Alan Purvis appointed

2323.2 Bells Foundation: David Wheeler & Louise Salter, substitute John James appointed

2323.3 Stowfield Quarry Liaison Group: Alan Purvis, substitute Terry Hale appointed

2323.3 Clearwell and Stowe Quarry Liaison Group: John James, substitute David Wheeler appointed

2323.4 Coleford Area Partnership: Howard Hancocks, substitute Terry Hale appointed

2323.5 Police Community Consultative Meeting: Marie Griffiths & Hannah Freeman appointed

2323.6 Parish Plans Forum: Teri Chance & Terry Hale appointed

2323.7 Parish Forum South: Louise Salter & Terry Hale appointed

2323.8 Almshouse working group; Marie Griffiths & Howard Hancock appointed

2323.9 Forest of Dean Health Forum: appointed Terry Hale


2323.10 Wye Valley AONB: Marie Griffiths & Hannah Freeman appointed
2324 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Unless otherwise stated, those with prejudicial interests left the meeting while the matter was discussed and voted on.

	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Interest

	Alan Purvis
	2327
	Owns property  which overlooks site
	Personal

	Alan Purvis
	2335
	Trustee of Redbrook Millennium Green Trust
	Prejudicial

	Howard Hancocks
	2335
	Trustee of Redbrook Village Trust
	Prejudicial

	Marie Griffiths
	2335
	Trustee of Redbrook Village Trust
	Prejudicial

	Hannah Freeman
	2335
	Trustee of Redbrook Village Trust
	Prejudicial


2325 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 29 APRIL 2008


The minutes were proposed by Alan Purvis, seconded by David Wheeler, accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman
2326 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

None
2327 REVIEW OF MEMBERS’ REGISTER OF INTERESTS


Members were reminded of their obligation to advise any changes to their registrable interests to the District Council Monitoring Officer, with a copy to the Clerk.
2328 ANNUAL REPORT


The Chairman presented his report for 2007/08

2329 LITTLE CHEF SITE

Kevin Howarth (Land & Property Manager, FODDC) and District Councillor Patrick Molyneux addressed the meeting.  The current situation was that a planning application for the development of the site was currently being considered; the estimate of the cost of the project was £100k, of which only £49405 remained in the budget, thus ways were being investigated of meeting the shortfall of approximately £50k from outside organisations such as Sustrans and AONB. 


In reply to questions the following points emerged:



- the project would not commence until all funding was in place



- if a viable scheme were produced by the Redbrook Village Trust it would be considered


- the only option currently being considered for the site is a car park, there is no other project on

                            the agenda

- it was not District Council policy to allow for inflation during the period between allocating a 

  budget and the scheme proceeding, or to allocate interest to the original budgeted sum
- the budget for the scheme was not cut in 2008/09

- the Parish Council would be kept informed of progress and if a different scheme proposed in 

  the future the Parish Council would be consulted

- no internal FODDC costs (other than the planning application fee) would be added to the

  project cost

- there was a possibility of meeting the £50k shortfall from the 2009/10 capital budget, although

  it was unlikely 

- there is an extant planning permission for car parking on the site, thus it cannot simply be 

  closed.


The Chairman thanked the speakers for their time in attending the meeting.

2330 AFFORDABLE HOUSING


Keith Chaplin (Strategic Housing Officer, FODDC), Eyvonne Dight (Rural Housing Enabler, GRCC) and District Councillor Peter Amos addressed the meeting.  FODDC have affordable housing as a priority and have agreed to look at each parish with a view to identifying exception sites on which properties might be built and to encourage the commissioning of Housing Needs Surveys.  The survey would be undertaken by delivery (preferably in person) of a questionnaire to each household in the parish at a cost of £1 per property plus postage for the return of the questionnaire.  The replies would be analysed by GRCC and the Parish Council then accept the survey and identify, with FODDC, suitable exception sites.

In reply to questions the following points emerged:



- exception sites arte not identified until a need is established



- separate surveys might be needed for each of the three villages although it was felt that people

                            were usually prepared to move a short distance from their preferred location.



- Choice Based Lettings were being rolled out later this year



- a maximum of 10% of applications were permitted from those currently living outside the area



- the £3.3m FODDC budget in the current year is supplemented by funding from other bodies

                           and the decision on what to provide is made by Housing Associations and the like



- FODDC are also looking at the provision of ‘no cost’ accommodation from developers


- allocations are based on average income for the area not a fixed figure



- shared equity scheme are also being considered



- 90% of demand is likely to be for rented property


The Chairman thanked the speakers for their time in attending the meeting.
2331 PLANNING


2331.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED
	Minute
	LPA ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Council comment

	2331.1.1
	P0536/08/COU
	Stowe: Double Barn, Coxbury Lane
	Conversion of stable block into holiday let
	No objection, but design felt to be unimaginative and out of keeping.

	2331.1.2
	P0511/08/LBC
	Clearwell: Tithe Barn, Church Road
	Listed Building Consent for the insertion of double glazing into the large screens
	No objection, subject to agreement of District Council Conservation Officer

	2331.1.3
	P0632/08/TCA
	Clearwell:  The Porch House, Lower Cross
	Management of trees in Clearwell Conservation Area
	No objection

	2331.1.4
	P0631/08/TCA
	Clearwell: 4 Orchard Close
	Management of trees in Clearwell Conservation Area
	No objection

	2331.1.5
	P0630/08/TCA
	Newland: Vicarage Coach House
	Management of trees in Newland Conservation Area
	No objection


2331.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS DETERMINED
	Minute
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2331.2.1
	Redbrook: 3 Brewery Cottages
	Retention of shed / summerhouse
	Permitted – 1 condition

	2331.2.2
	Newland: Valley Brook Farm
	Change of use of agricultural land to dog training with the siting of 4 portable buildings. (Retrospective) (Resubmission)
	Permitted – 6 conditions

	2331.2.3
	Clearwell: Cemetery House, High Street
	Erection of a single storey extension to dwelling & alterations to outbuilding
	Permitted – 2 conditions


2332 FINANCE


2332.1
RENEWAL OF COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE



It was proposed by Howard Hancocks seconded by Terry Hale and resolved that the Parish Council effect its insurance through Norwich Union Insurance Company
2332.2 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was proposed by David Wheeler seconded by Alan Purvis and resolved that the following accounts be paid:
	Minute
	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	VAT
	Value of cheque
	#

	2332.2.1
	Norwich Union Ins Co
	Annual insurance premium
	£476.79
	
	£476.79
	1

	2332.2.2
	Redbrook Contact Group
	April ‘Round Up’
	£108.62
	
	£108.62
	3

	TOTALS
	£585.41
	
	£585.41
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111
2 – s.142
3 – s.137
4 - 112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 
10 – Highways Act 1980, s.96


11 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
12 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

13 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

14 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    

15 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 

16 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3
17 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)


18 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3


2332.3 ADOPTION OF 2008/08 ACCOUNTS FOLLOWING INTERNAL AUDIT


It was proposed by David Wheeler, seconded by Alan Purvis and resolved to adopt the audited accounts and that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Governance Statement.
2333 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2233.1 UPDATE FOLLOWING VISIT BY NEIL MAXFIELD IN DECEMBER 2007



The Clerk reported on the work which had been completed as a result of the visit.  Matters outstanding were repairs to the wall opposite the post office, Clearwell, installation of kerbing and handrail outside Redbrook Village Hall, replacement of bollards at Clearwell Cross and additional signage (without flashing lights) for the School Safety Zone in High Street, Clearwell


2233.2 UPDATE ON PROPOSED CONSORTIUM OF COUNCILS BORDERING A466



The following Councils had expressed interest in the idea: St Briavels PC, Hewelsfield & Brockweir PC, St Arvans CC, Trellech United CC.  A response was awaited from Tintern CC, Monmouth TC were not interested.  It was considered that an initial meeting should be arranged before the winter.


2233.3 UPDATE ON LITTER BINS FACILITY AT HIGHBURY TERRACE



It was reported that initial plans had been drawn up and that they would need to  be agreed with Two Rivers Housing.  Once the final plans were available residents would be consulted.

2233.4 PROPOSED ROAD WORKS STOWE – SHOPHOUSE



It was reported that it would be necessary for the road to be closed during the works which, it was understood, were scheduled for September.  Gloucestershire Highways were to be asked to keep the Council  advised of developments, in particular the alternative routes for HGVs
2334 CLEARWELL WELL

It was reported that the estimate for the work had not yet been received.
2335 REDBROOK MILLENNIUM GREEN


Alan Purvis left the meeting.


Prior to any discussion on the subject, Howard Hancocks explained that the reason behind his request that the letter sent to the Redbrook Millennium Green Trust on 21 April 2008 be “withdrawn/altered/qualified”   was that it had been sent without the authority of the full Council.


The remaining three members with prejudicial interests left the meeting.


It was proposed by John James, seconded by Terry Hale and resolved that the Parish Council takes no further action for a period of three months in relation to the decisions of the Redbrook Millennium Green Trust pending research into alternative sites within Redbrook for the location of a children’s play area.
2336 PARISH PLAN


It was reported that the ‘Quick Wins’ grant application was to be submitted imminently.
2337 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Bill Evans highlighted the imposition of charges by Two Rivers Housing of £35 / year for grass cutting of verges.  He and Terry Hale were to meet Two Rivers Housing to discuss the matter.  Gloucestershire Highways had eventually dealt with the pothole in Highbury Terrace properly.
2338 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR


Terry Hale reported that a flood alleviation scheme was proceeding in Coleford which included the installation of a drainage chamber in the Newland Street car park
2339 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2339.1 PARISH WALK


David Wheeler reported that the event was well attended by Councillors, members of the public and several dogs who walked from Stowe to Redbrook along Coxbury and Wyegate Lanes.  Minor damage by motor vehicles to the footpaths was noted as was the fencing installed by the Woodland Trust.  It was intended to organise a similar event next year.


2339.2 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Howard Hancocks reported attending a social evening to celebrate the funding from SWRDA for the Enterprise Centre.


2339.3 CLEARWELL QUARRY LIAISON GROUP



Terry Hale reported that a plan for the restoration of  Clearwell Quarry had commenced and would be completed by 2018.

2340 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION
2340.1 FODDC – Parish Forum South meeting – FODDC Offices – 23/6/08 @ 1900.  Terry Hale, Louise

                            Salter and the Clerk to attend

2340.2 FODDC – Community Emergency Plans briefing – FODDC offices – 16/6/08 @ 1830.  Terry

                                         Hale and the Clerk to attend.

2340.3 Forestry Commission – invitation to event to celebrate 200 years of tree growing – Cyril Hart

                                          Arboretum – 18/6/08 @ 1100. Marie Griffiths to attend.
2341 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY


2341.1 Post Office Ltd – Network Change Programme – Area Plan Decisions (Sling PO to close)


2341.2 GAPTC – newsletter May 2008


2341.3 NAAONBs – newsletter Spring/Summer 2008

2342 PUBLIC COMMENT

2342.1 At the request of Mr Jones the Clerk explained the implications of clause 12(2) of the Model Code of Conduct 2007.


2342.2 Dr Pearson reported on a successful launch of the Luncheon Club in Clearwell Memorial Hall which was attended by 42 residents.  It was reported that several very favourable comments had been received and that the next event would be on 3 June 2008
2343 ITEMS FOR NOTIFICATION

June – Redbrook Rovers AFC invited to attend meeting


June – update Council’s 4 year development strategy


June – Two Rivers housing charges


June – FODDC Street Wardens contribution.


June – consider commissioning Housing Needs Survey


June or later – invitation to Marie Rosenthal, Solicitor & Monitoring Officer, FODDC to attend meeting


September – invitation to Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator to attend meeting
2344 DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS


	Date
	Time
	Event
	Venue
	Deadline for 
agenda items

	16 June
	1900
	Parish Plan Implementation Grp
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 on 6 June

	23 June
	1900
	Parish Forum South
	FODDC Offices
	13 June

	24 June
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council meeting
	Newland church
	1000 on 14 June

	22 July
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council meeting
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 on 11 July

	30 September
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council meeting
	Newland church
	1000 on 20 September


The meeting closed at 2110. 






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2008
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