Newland Parish Council meeting – 27 July 2010

Minutes 2866 – 2888

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL
ON 27 JULY 2010 AT 1900

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
PRESENT


Cllrs David Wheeler (Chairman), Hannah Freeman, Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, John James, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter, Pam Travers, 
2866 APOLOGIES


Howard Hancocks

2867 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


The following interests were declared and members acted in accordance with the Code of Conduct:
	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Type

	John James
Pamela Travers

Terry Hale
	}
}2871.1.2

}
	Acquainted with applicant
Acquainted with applicant

Acquainted with applicant
	Personal
Personal

Personal

	Marie Griffiths
	
	Lives adjacent to the site
	Personal

	Terry Hale
	2871.1
	Advised that he is a member of the District Council Planning committee
	---


2868 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 20 JULY 2010

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 20 July 2010 be approved; they were signed by the Chairman.
2869 MATTERS ARISING


2869.1 MEETING OF 29 JUNE 2010


2869.1.1 re minute 2840.2: it was reported that work had commenced on the refurbishment of the bollards at Clearwell Cross



2869.1.2 re minute 2840.3: it was reported that the first phase of the work on Monmouth bridge was well managed; however the second phase currently in progress was resulting in traffic chaos.  Cllr Wheeler would contact Monmouthshire Highways


2869.2 MEETING OF 20 JULY 2010


None
2870 PUBLIC QUESTIONS


2870.1 Mr Sutton, referring to minute 2854.2 (29 June), wished to clarify that he was not speaking on behalf of all residents of Clearwell

2870.2 Mr Evans queried why the Clearwell Recreation Ground committee had not been made aware of the proposed public meeting to discuss the Pump Track and was advised that the dates were provisional, dependant on the venue being available, and that when arrangements were firmed up that committee would be invited to attend. 
2870.3 Dr Pearson said the Round Up should have been advised of the proposed dates of the two public meetings and was advised that the dates were still provisional and that the Parish Council newsletter, to be issued in August, would have firm details.

2870.4 Mr Sutton asked if the Clearwell Recreation Ground committee could be involved in the Youth Council questionnaires to be issued about the Pump Track and was advised that this was a Youth Council initiative at this stage.

2870.5 Mr Pearson suggested that the hard copies of the minutes and agendas could be printed on both sides of the paper.

2870.6 There followed a general discussion about the Youth Council and it was noted that the Parish Council is required to agree any expenditure proposed by the Youth Council but is not required to agree to any other action (subject to it being within the powers extended to Parish Councils).  In the case of any proposal involving assets of the Parish Council (eg Clearwell Recreation Ground once the transfer of title has been completed), then the agreement of the Parish Council would be required.  In respect of the two proposals by the Youth Council it was noted that they are both in very early stages and it was not appropriate to discuss them in detail until all the facts were known.
2870.7 Mr Pearson asked whether planning consent would be required for either of the Youth Council projects; it was thought the Redbrook one would because of a change of use of the land and the opinion of the planning department would be sought in respect of the Clearwell scheme.

.

2870.8 Ms Kemp (Chairman of the Youth Council) said she understood the concerns expressed about the two schemes and said they would not do anything which might upset anyone.

2870.9 Mr Sutton asked about the Parish Council’s resources and was advised of the land and property the Council owned.

2870.10 Mr Sutton asked for Councillors’ views on the use of “the Parish Council” for political purposes and was advised that Council decisions are not politically based although some members are members of political parties.  Mr Sutton was advised that if he had a specific case in mind where he felt that such an event had occurred he should put it in writing to the Clerk who would ensure the matter was dealt with in a proper manner.
2871 PLANNING


2871.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

	Minute
	LPA ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2871.1.1
	P1278/10/FUL
Mr J Richardson
	Redbrook: Hillside Lodge, Hillside Road
	Erection of a replacement garage with terrace above
	No objection subject to proper disposal of asbestos

	2871.1.2

	P1382/10/TCA
Mrs Hamilton-Smith
	Clearwell: 1 Orchard Close
	Management of trees within Clearwell Conservation Area
	No objection

	2871.1.3
	P1389/10/TCA

Anglo Scottish Leisure
	Clearwell: Clearwell Castle, Church Road
	Management of trees within Clearwell Conservation Area
	No objection



2871.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATONS DETERMINED
	Minute
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2871.2.1
	Newland: 11 Almshouses Road
	Alterations and extension (demolition of existing single storey)
	Permitted with 4 conditions

	2871.2.2
	Newland: 11 Almshouses Road
	Listed building Consent for above
	Permitted with 4 conditions

	2871.2.3
	Trow Green: Rose Cottage
	Alterations and extension
	Permitted with 2 conditions


2872 FINANCE

2872.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
It was resolved to make the following payments under the authority of the Local Government & Public Involvement In Health Act 2007 and the Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-Being)(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008

	Minute
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value of cheque

£

	2872.2
	GAPTC
	‘Parish Councillors Guide’
	15.95
	
	15.95

	2872.3
	Redbrook Village Hall
	Hall hire Feb – June 2010
	48.00
	
	48.00

	TOTALS
	63.95
	
	63.95



2872.2 EXTERNAL AUDIT



It was noted that the External Audit had been completed with no comments from the auditor

2873 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY


It was reported that the majority of the salt bins were in good order but most required replenishing, however additional bins were required for Tinmans Green (probably at the Council’s expense) and at the bottom of Chapel steps, and the one adjacent to Newland Village Room was damaged and required replacing.  It was agreed that the Clerk would enquire of Gloucestershire Highways what other information they required to ensure adequate coverage throughout the parish and it was agreed to review the position in November.

2874 LITTER


2874.1 HIGHBURY TERRACE  REDBROOK



It was reported that the bins in Highbury Terrace were not being used properly and that written notices had been sent to residents by FODDC warning that the facility would be removed if the practice continued.  Cllr Hale would see if an appropriate notice could be supplied by FODDC and fixed to the bins.  An appropriate article would be included in the next newsletter.


2874.2 RIVERSIDE  REDBROOK



It was reported that the bins were proving inadequate for the volume of litter being left during the summer months. Cllr Hale was asked to enquire if FODDC could supply additional receptacles on a temporary basis for the remainder of the summer.  It was agreed to call a meeting of all interested parties to discuss this and other issues pertinent to the riverside.
2875 LITTLE CHEF CAR PARK


It was reported that wild flower seeding and tree planting would take place over the next few months as part of the landscaping of the boundaries.


It was reported that FODDC proposed charging £200 for access to the car park for owners with over height vehicles.  Members were appalled by, and unanimous in their very strong objection to this proposal which had not been agreed with either the Parish Council or the two residents involved.  The Parish Council had made it very clear from the outset of this project that such a facility should be available free of charge.
2876 YOUTH COUNCIL


Ms Kemp reported the issues discussed at the last meeting: the skating / boarding facility in Redbrook, the Pump Track in Clearwell, the fact that Clearwell members were already involved in village events and that they were prepared to help on a similar basis in Redbrook, youth shelters / bandstand in Redbrook, canoe launching site in Redbrook.

Members welcomed the fresh ideas emerging from the Youth Council meetings and confirmed that members were helping with village events.
2877 PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN


Members reported varying degrees of progress in recruiting businesses and individuals to the scheme and while efforts would continue it was agreed to take stock at the end of September and analyse the results at that point.
2878 PARISH PLAN


It was reported that two members of the public had submitted ideas for the plan but whilst they were valid issues which would be followed up they were not considered ‘policy’ for inclusion in the plan.  It was suggested that ‘Planning for Real’ meetings could be arranged in each village and this would be discussed in a joint meeting with the Parish Plan Working Group.
2879 CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND


2879.1  It was resolved that Cllrs Wheeler and Hale be authorised to sign the Transfer and Trust Deed on behalf of the Parish Council.


2879.2 It was reported that all parties had signed the document which had been returned to the solicitors for registration with the Land Registry.

2880 STANDING ORDERS


It was resolved to adopt the revised set of Standing Orders subject to the inclusion of the final amendment.  A full copy would be sent to members prior to the September meeting.  In accordance with Standing Orders this item was adjourned until the September meeting.
2881 COUNCILLOR SURGERIES


It was agreed to hold surgeries, starting at 1830 before the full council meetings in September, October and November, with the start of the council meeting delayed if necessary.  It was felt that prominent notices would be required to be displayed a few days prior to the meetings.

2882 REPORTS


2882.1 COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY



No report


2882.2 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ARTHUR THOMAS



No report




2882.3 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR TERRY HALE



Cllr Hale reported on:

· a meeting with a FODDC officer to discuss wild boar

· flooding update including the possibility of raising the Newland weir slightly


2882.4 PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES



2882.4.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP




Cllr Hale advised that interviews were being undertaken to appoint a manager to The Place and that heritage work, in conjunction with various villages, was continuing



2882.4.2 HALL’S CHARITY




Cllr Griffiths reported that a poster campaign had been undertaken to raise awareness of the charity and this would shortly be extended to other areas in which the charity operated.  Low interest rates were affecting the charity’s income but nevertheless various grants had been made.



2882.4.3 FOREST OF DEAN HEALTH FORUM




Cllr Travers reported that new facilities had been opened at the Dilke hospital including the most modern x-ray equipment in the county.  A ‘modern matron’ shared her time between the Dilke and Lydney hospitals.  A member of the NICE committee was the guest speaker who advised that he lobbies on behalf of those living in rural areas.

2883 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


2883.1 GCC: Gloucestershire Medal for Courage – invitation to attend two functions.  Presentation of

                                the medal – 8/9/10 @ 1000 (Cllrs Wheeler, Hancocks and Hale to attend), buffet 

                                reception – 13/9/10 @ 1700 (Cllrs Freeman, Hancocks and Hale to attend)

2883.2 Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association: invitation to reception to mark

                           retirement of Sir Henry Elwes KCVO as President.  Stanway House: 10/9/10 @

                           1800 – 2030. 

2883.3 FODDC: Parish Forum Meeting.  Council Offices: 13/9/10 @ 1900


2883.4 GAPTC: Presentation by Chief Constable of Gloucestershire. 
                                     Highnam Community Centre: 14/9/10 @ 1400 – 1600

2883.5 GAPTC: Planning briefing session. Westbury on Severn Village hall: 13/9/10 @ 1800 - 2100

2884 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY

2284.1 SARA: Community newsletter


2284.2 GCC: Letter explaining the effect of budget cuts on road safety & improvement


2284.3 FODDC: Scrutiny Annual Report 2009/10

2885 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS

2885.1 Mr Evans said it was not his intention to criticise youth.  He felt there are rules in place regarding Health & Safety in connection with the proposals by the Youth Council which are not being given proper attention.

2885.2 Mr Pearson pointed out that the proposed arrangement for Councillor surgeries could result in disturbance if the hall was being set up for the Council meeting.


2885.3 Mr Sutton enquired and was told the nature of the Confidential Business at the end of the June meeting and was also advised how such business is minuted.

2886 MINOR MATTERS

2886.1 Members requested additional copies of the Information Pack.  This would be updated and copies issued shortly.


2886.2 It was reported that height warning sign on the Redbrook car park was damaged; Cllr Hale to report to FODDC


2886.3 It was reported that with the switch over to digital television some residents had lost channels.  It was considered that this matter should be discussed by the Consortium of Wye Valley Councils to establish if the problem was widespread.
2887 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

September – adopt revised Standing Orders


September – consider ‘Children Playing’ road sign for Redbrook
2888 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Final date for agenda items

	19 Aug
	1930
	Consortium of Wye Valley Councils
	St Arvans (tbc)
	9 Aug

	14 Sep
	1800
	Youth Council
	Clearwell
	4 Sep

	20 Sep**
	1930
	Public meeting re Youth Council proposals for skating / boarding facilities in Redbrook
	Redbrook**
	-

	21 Sep**
	1930
	Public meeting re Youth Council and other proposals for Clearwell Recreation Ground
	Clearwell**
	-

	28 Sep
	1830*
	Councillor surgery
	Newland
	

	28 Sep
	1900
	Parish Council
	Newland 
	18 Sep

	12 Oct
	1800
	Youth Council
	Redbrook 
	2 Oct

	26 Oct
	1800*
	Councillor surgery
	Redbrook
	

	26 Oct
	1900
	Parish Council
	Redbrook
	16 Oct

	9 Nov
	1800
	Youth Council
	Clearwell 
	30 Oct

	30 Nov
	1800*
	Councillor surgery
	Clearwell
	

	30 Nov
	1900
	Parish Council
	Clearwell 
	20 Nov


* Time to be confirmed

** Date and venue to be confirmed
The meeting closed at 2150
