                                                                                      Newland Parish Council meeting – 27 January 2009
Minutes 2475– 2499
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL  
ON  27 JANUARY 2009 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


Terry Hale (Chairman), Hannah Freeman, Marie Griffiths, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis, Pamela Travers and David Wheeler
2475 APOLOGIES

John James (holiday), Louise Salter (incapacitated)
2476 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

In view of the fact that the meeting was inquorate through the declarations of prejudicial interests in items 2499.1.2 and 2499.1.3, they were not discussed and the council made no representation on them to the LPA.

	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Interest

	Hannah Freeman
Marie Griffiths

Terry Hale

Howard Hancocks

Alan Purvis
	2499.1.2 & 
2499.1.3
	Interest in property opposite
In dispute with applicant
Member of DC planning committee

In dispute with applicant
Close relationship
	Prejudicial
Prejudicial

Prejudicial

Prejudicial

Prejudicial

	All members present
	2480.1.4
	Personal acquaintance (applicant is Parish Council chairman)
	Personal

	Alan Purvis
	2481.2
	Member of a group which is a grant beneficiary
	Prejudicial

	Terry Hale
	2481.2
	Member of a group which is a grant beneficiary
	Prejudicial


2477 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 2 DECEMBER 2008
It was proposed by Howard Hancocks  and resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record; they

were signed by the Chairman.

2478 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

2478.1 re minute 2457.3 – it was reported that dog waste bins were not now desired by residents of Brewery Terrace

2478.2 re minute 2462.2 – David Wheeler asked for clarification on the legal position of the making of the traffic order prior to new road signs being erected.
2479 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

None
2480 PLANNING


2480.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED
	
	LPA Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2480.1.1
	P1740/08/AG
	Stowe Green: Wainland Farm
	Application for determination whether prior approval is required for further details re the erection of an agricultural storage building.  (see 2480.2.2 below)
	No comment

	2480.1.2
	P0019/09/FUL
	Redbrook: Chapel Lane Cottage, Coach Road
	Alterations and extensions to dwelling
	It was moved by David Wheeler that these items be dealt with at the end of the meeting.
(See minutes 2499.1.1 & 2499.1.2)

	2480.1.3
	P0018/09/FUL
	Redbrook: Chapel Lane Cottage, Coach Road
	Erection of a building comprising of 4 apartments with associated garaging and parking facilities
	

	2480.1.4
	P0062/09/FUL
	Clearwell: Tithe Barn, Lower Cross
	Listed Building Consent for the installation of a steel flue
	No objection but recommend the flue be painted matt black.


2480.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATION DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2480.2.1
	Newland: Rose Cottage
	Discharge of condition (02) on LBC P1113/08/LBC (1:20 details of window and door)
	Permitted

	2480.2.2
	Stowe Green: Wainland Farm
	Application for determination whether prior approval is required for further details re the erection of an agricultural storage building.  (see 2480.1.1 above)
	Satisfied

	2480.2.3
	Newland: Millend Farm
	Conversion of barn to create farm office.  Use of mill attached to existing dwelling to provide additional living accommodation for the main dwelling.
	Permitted with 6 conditions

	2480.2.4
	Clearwell: 10 Council Villas
	Alterations and 2 storey side extension tom provide annexe.
	Permitted with 3 conditions

	2480.2.5
	Newland: Birchamp House
	Removal of condition (b) on planning permission P923/99 to allow permanent occupation of holiday lets
	Permitted, no conditions

	2480.2.6
	Newland: Valley Brook Farm 
	Discharge of Condition (05) of planning permission P1054/08/COU (access / hard standing / visibility enhancements). (Resubmission)
	Partially discharged.



2480.3 DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE, MEDIA AND SPORT – APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED (FOR

                        ADVICE ONLY)
	
	Location
	Proposal

	2480.3.1
	Clearwell: Clearwell Cross
	Ancient monument consent for the removal 4 steel bollards, refurbish and replace, tarmac in place.


2481 FINANCE

2481.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was proposed by David Wheeler and resolved that the following payment be made:
	Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value of 
cheque

£
	#

	2481.1.1
	R Crighton
	Salary Oct-Jan

Allowances

Travel

Telephone, broadband
	2713.20

104.65

145.58

22.05
	
	2985.48
	2
10

10

10

	2481.1.2
	Abitech Ltd
	Ink cartridges
	65.18
	9.78
	74.96
	1

	2481.1.3
	T Hale
	Ink cartridges
	19.90
	
	19.90
	1

	2481.1.4
	GAPTC
	Course fee
	80.00
	
	80.00
	1

	TOTALS
	3150.56
	9.78
	3160.34
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111
2 – s.142(2A)
3 – s.137
4 – s.112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – s.145          10 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 


11 – Highways Act 1980, s.96   12 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)
  13 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3

14 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
       15 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

16 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

17 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    

18 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4



19 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3  20 – Highways Act 1980, ss 43,50


2481.2 BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2009/10



The final draft budget papers had been previously circulated and the Clerk explained the rationale behind them.  Primarily it was the aim to keep the increase in the precept as low as possible in view of the general downturn in the economy and thus a figure of £14790 (which represented an increase of 2% over the current year) was suggested.  The proposed budget was accepted by all with:
(a) the exception of David Wheeler who felt that the inclusion of a grant to the Street Wardens service was not an expense which the Parish Council should meet, and

(b) the proviso of deferring of the work on Clearwell Cross unless this could be fully funded by third parties.

It was proposed by Howards Hancocks and resolved to set the budget as drafted (voting 6 for, 1 against).  It was further proposed by Howard Hancocks and unanimously resolved to authorise the Clerk to issue the precept in the sum of £14790.  (Copy budget attached to these minute) 

2481.3 PURCHASE OF DOG FOULING SIGNS



It was proposed by Howard Hancocks and resolved to purchase 20 small signs at a total cost of £100 from FODDC to be installed thus: Redbrook 6, Clearwell 8, Newland 6
2482 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2482.1 ROAD 3/10 (SHOP HOUSE TO STOWE GREEN)


It was reported that the road would be closed overnight between 2 and 13 February for resurfacing.

2483 CODE OF CONDUCT


It was proposed by Alan Purvis and resolved to adopt clause 12(2) of the Model Code of Conduct and incorporate it in the Newland Parish Council Code of Conduct, with immediate effect.  Voting 6 for, 1 abstention.
2484 TWO RIVERS HOUSING SERVICE CHARGE


A letter from Mark Harper MP had been circulated to members in which he asked that the Parish Council consider accepting a transfer of land currently owned by Two Rivers Housing and assume responsibility for grass cutting.  Members reiterated their previous decision not to follow this course of action for the time being but to keep a ‘watching brief’ on developments elsewhere in the district.
2485 LITTLE CHEF SITE CAR PARK DEVELOPMENT


District Councillor Terry Hale reported that a sum of £47544 remained in the FODDC budget for the project and that pledges totalling £20000 had been received.  The project was currently being re-quoted and he anticipated that there would be a shortfall of approximately £12000 which it was likely could be funded.
2486 PARISH PLAN

2486.1 CHAIRMAN OF THE WORKING GROUP



It was proposed by Terry Hale and resolved that the chairman of the working group could be someone other than a Parish Councillor.

2486.2 UPDATE ON ELEMENTS IN THE PARISH PLAN

· Policy EN2 – unsatisfactory response received from Environment Agency regarding the adequacy of the Newland Waste Water Treatment Works – further letter sent
· Policy EN8 – further clarification to be sought from the Working Group on how they suggest this be dealt with
· Policy RD1 & 2 – Response received from Gloucestershire Highways regarding the ‘stopping up’ of certain Class 5 highways.  Clerk to investigate further. 

· Policy EN12 – provision of litter and dog waste bins.  Gloucestershire Highways had agreed to 2 of each outside Clearwell Recreation ground – insurance implications to be determined.  One of each bin still to be located at the back of The Boat car park – land owners consent still awaited.
2487 INFORMATION BOARDS

It was reported that there had been little progress, however the Clerk would make enquiries as to costs etc from a company in Ross-on-Wye.  It was agreed that this project should not proceed at the present time unless it could be grant funded.
2488 CONSULTATIONS

2488.1 FODDC: ‘Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning document.’  Available at 

                       Closes 2/2/2009.  No Parish Council response to be made (Marie Griffiths had responded

                       as an individual)
2488.2 DCLG: ‘Code of recommended practice on local authority publicity.’  Available at 


          Closes 12/3/2009.  No Parish Council response to be made.
2489 NOTICES FROM FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL


2489.1 COMMUNITY SCRUTINY REPORT TO FULL COUNCIL 2/10/2008  AND 

                         COMMUNITY SCRUTINY & REVIEW COMMITTEE 4/12/2008



District Councillor Terry Hale advised that the purpose of circulating these reports was to get Parish Councils involved 

2489.2 PARISH FORUM MEETING: DISTRICT COUNCIL BUDGET PROPOSALS



It was proposed by David Wheeler and resolved that ‘Newland Parish Council, being situated within the AONB and therefore whose economy is closely tied to tourism wishes to raise a strong objection to the proposed closure of the Coleford Tourist Information Centre, as proposed in the budget’ (voting 4 for, 1 against, 2 abstentions).  The Clerk would attend the meeting and was asked to bring this resolution to the attention of  FODDC and to raise other points from the proposals.

2489.3 DELIVERY OF THE PLANNING SERVICE



FODDC had arranged a meeting to discuss the delivery of the planning service to be held in Woolaston Memorial Hall on 19/3/09 at 1800.
2490 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR BILL EVANS


2490.1 – Gloucestershire Highways had been made aware of complaints received about the condition of Coxbury Lane.


2490.2 – Gloucestershire Highways had cleared debris washed down Margery Lane Clearwell recently, but two drains remained blocked

2490.3 – resurfacing / stabilising work was scheduled on A4136 between Monmouth and Staunton in 2009/10 by Gloucestershire Highways and 2010/11 by Monmouthshire Highways.


2490.4 – closed road between Upper Redbrook and Staunton – repairs estimated at £80000, not likely to be undertaken in the immediate future (likely closure at least 9 months).


2490.5 – GCC were experiencing budgeting problems due in part to an ageing population; a shortage of social workers, however a ‘Building Our Future’ scheme was planned to raise £60M over 3 years.

2490.6 – a possibility that Councillors would be required to have a Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) check

2490.7 – a recommendation of a voluntary blanket 40 mph speed limit throughout the central forest area.
2491 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS TERRY HALE AND ARTHUR THOMAS


District Councillor Arthur Thomas reported that there had been little response to the FODDC budget questionnaire, it was however pointed out that very few present were aware of it.
2492 REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

2492.1 CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS



The Clerk reported that there had been no meeting since October; next meeting 29 January


2492.2 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Terry Hale reported that planning consent had been given for the Enterprise Centre and that utility work had started in Coleford and was scheduled to last 9 months.

2492.3 POLICE & COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING



Terry Hale reported that a review was being undertaken into the best methods of consulting with councils and groups.



2492.4 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES WORKING GROUP



Terry Hale reported that Marches Housing Association were re-negotiating the price with the Bristol Charities.


2492.5 CLEARWELL QUARRY LIAISON GROUP



The Clerk reported on this meeting.  Reports had been sent to the quarry about a noisy pump working during the night and the use by a few lorries of an unauthorised route to Bigsweir Bridge.  A planning application would be submitted in March in relation to a new earth bund in Stowe Hill quarry, a new access road onto the B4228 between Trow Green and St Briavels, new plant site in Clearwell quarry and changes to the restoration plans.  The application may also include a request to erect a 75m wind turbine.

2492.6 CENTRAL NETWORKS



The Clerk reported on the meeting held 17 December 2008.  Work was progressing on the upgrade to the supply between Princess Royal and Clearwell with final completion due by 2011 – there is no problem with funding
2493 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


2493.1 Gloucestershire Rural Services Support Group: “Rural services, the heart of rural communities”. Churchdown Community Centre 29/1/2009 @ 1815.  Terry Hale to attend
2493.2 GAPTC: training courses schedule (see separate handout for details)

2494 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY
2494.1 NALC. Briefing “The Power of the promotion of economic, social or environmental; well being” 

                      (Copy attached)

2494.2 Wye Valley AONB:  “In Touch” November 2008
2494.3 National Association of AONBs: “Outstanding”   Autumn/Winter 2008

2494.4 NALC: “Local Council Review” January 2009 (extracts attached)

2494.5 Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association “The Playing Field” Autumn 2008

2494.6 Rural Service network (copy attached)

2494.7 GAPTC: newsletter January 2009

2495 MINOR MATTERS


2495.1 COUNCILLORS REPORTS

2495.1.1 Alan Purvis made the meeting aware that the land was slipping at the Redbrook
Pumping Station which could cause a problem on the highway if it continued.



2495.1.2 Marie Griffiths reported that the rubbish storage / collection facility in Highbury Terrace would be completed next week.



2495.1.3 Hannah Freeman reported that residents of Redbrook had been refused the use of the recycling centre at Broadwell because they were considered to be living ‘outside the forest’.  Terry Hale would discuss the problem with the site manager.

2496 PUBLIC COMMENT

2496.1 Mrs Adcock endorsed the concern expressed about the proposed closure of the Tourist Information Centres


2496.2 Mr Jones advised that the Standards Boards for England helpline was available to anyone.

2497 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


February – consider applying to be classified as an ‘eligible parish council’ under The Local Government 
                               Act  2000, which gives powers to promote wellbeing

February – consider arranging Parish Walk
APM – May – invite reports (written or in person) from parish groups (eg halls, schools, scouts, trusts, 
                  sports clubs)

2498 DATES 
	24 February
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 on 14 February

	19 March
	1800
	Delivery of the planning service
	Woolaston Memorial Hall
	

	31 March
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 on 21 March

	22-28 April
	
	Clerk on holiday
	
	

	28 April
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 on 18 April


2499.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED

	
	LPA Ref
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2499.1.1
	P0019/09/FUL
	Redbrook: Chapel Lane Cottage, Coach Road
	Alterations and extensions to dwelling
	No comment, council not quorate

	2499.1.2
	P0018/09/FUL
	Redbrook: Chapel Lane Cottage, Coach Road
	Erection of a building comprising of 4 apartments with associated garaging and parking facilities
	No comment, council not quorate


The meeting closed at 2050. 






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2008
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