                                                                                   Newland Parish Council meeting –
 27 April 2010
Minutes 2782–2804 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL 
ON 27 APRIL 2010 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS
FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  
GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council.  

SARA Severn Area Rescue Association. (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils.  CWVC Consortium of Wye Valley Councils
PRESENT


Terry Hale (Chairman), John James, Marie Griffiths, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter, Pamela Travers, David Wheeler.  District Councillor Arthur Thomas and 2 members of the public. 
2782 APOLOGIES
Hannah Freeman; apology accepted by the meeting.   County Councillor Terry Glastonbury.
2783 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
[Marie Griffiths and Howard Hancocks joined the meeting]
2784 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 30 MARCH 2010
It was resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record; they were signed by the Chairman.
2785 MATTERS ARISING 
2785.1 re minute 2761.2: the review of Standing Orders had been undertaken by John James and Marie Griffiths and was now in the hands of Hannah Freeman.
2785.2 re minute 2765.2: it was reported that the pothole in Coxbury Lane was in fact a case of the road surface having broken up totally.  GH had inspected and agreed repairs were needed but no indication was given as to when this might be undertaken.
2785.3 re minute 2763.1.3: it was reported, for information, that there was no mains drainage at Tithe Barn, Spout Farm, Newland.

2785.4 re minute 2764.2: it was confirmed that any grant approved would be paid in September

2785.5 re minute 2765.7: it was reported that GH had confirmed that Tinmans Green had been added to their grass cutting schedule.   The Clerk was asked to enquire about the schedule for work on the trash screen.

2785.6 re minute 2768: it was reported that solicitors had been instructed to deal with the transfer of Clearwell recreation ground to the council.

2785.7 re minute 2779.1: it was agreed to remind Terry Glastonbury of the problem of potholes in Coach Road, Redbrook. 

2786 PUBLIC QUESTIONS


None 
2787 PLANNING

None

2788 FINANCE
2788.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
It was resolved to make the following payments under the authority of the Local Government & Public Involvement In Health Act 2007 and the Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-Being)(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008:
	Ref
	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	VAT
	Value of cheque

	2788.1.1
	GAPTC
	Subscription 2010/11
	193.80
	
	193.80

	2788.1.2
	Broker Network Ltd
	Comprehensive insurance policy annual premium
	542.60
	
	542.60

	2788.1.3
	NALC
	‘Local Council Review’ subscription 2010/11
	13.50
	
	13.50

	2788.1.4
	Redbrook Contact Group
	April ‘Round Up’
	127.70
	
	127.70

	2788.1.5
	M J Highton
	Internal audit fee
	20.00
	
	20.00

	
	
	TOTALS
	897.60
	
	897.60


2788.2 ACCOUNTS FOR 2009/10
2788.2.1 INTERNAL AUDIT


It was resolved to accept the Internal Audit report. 
2788.2.2 APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTS
It was resolved to approve the accounts subject to the inclusion of the Chairman’s                                     report
2788.2.3 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

It was resolved that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign the Annual Report                                    and Annual Governance Statement.

2789 LITTLE CHEF CAR PARK


It was reported that work was on schedule for completion at the end of June.  Thanks were offered to Alan Purvis for undertaking a leaflet drop to residents about parking restrictions.
2790 PARISH PLAN


It was agreed that the May newsletter would include a full summary of progress to date and seek fresh ideas from residents.
2791 PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN


It was agreed that efforts would be made to have all the questionnaires returned by the June meeting.
2792 YOUTH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 13 April had been circulated.  It was reported that the main topics discussed were a skate park, a pump track and school and public transport.  It was agreed that the Clerk would make enquiries of the two education authorities on their policy for provision of school transport.  An article in the May newsletter would seek to encourage participation by young people living in Newland.

2793 ANNUAL REVIEW OF COUNCIL’S POLICIES

It was agreed that the policies would be reviewed by the next meeting:



Financial Regulations – John James



Adequacy of in-house financial controls – Pam Travers



Complaints procedure – Marie Griffiths



Data Protection Policy – Terry Hale.


John James had already reviewed the Risk Assessment policy.

2794 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

It was reported that acceptances had been received from 7 groups.  It was agreed that light refreshments would be served at the meeting.  It was resolved that in future years, the Annual Parish Meeting would not be held on the same evening as the monthly council meeting.
2795 COUNCILLOR SURGERIES

It was reported that only 1 member of the public attended the first surgery in Redbrook and it was resolved that additional publicity was required for future events.
 Concern was raised about HGV’s travelling on the A466 between Monmouth and Bigsweir damaging trees.  It was agreed to refer the matter to the CWVC.


Dates of future surgeries:


Saturday 8 May – Clearwell: Terry Hale, David Wheeler, Louise Salter



Saturday 15 May – Newland: John James, Pamela Travers, Terry Hale

2796 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY

None 
2797 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

None
2798 REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
2798.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP


Terry Hale reported that bookings for The Main Place were good and that library membership had increased by 40.  The Easter Open Day attracted 974 visitors.  Interest had been shown in the Youth Council and minutes would be sent to Janet Marrott.
2798.2 HALL’S CHARITY

Alan Purvis reported that the charity was issuing publicity about its activities by way of posters and an article in the Round Up.  Clive Elsmore had been elected Chairman.

2799 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


None 
2800 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY

2800.1  Mr Barry Payne re planning application for Tithe Barn, Newland.  It was agreed that the matter raised was a civil one in which the council would not become involved.
2801 MINOR MATTERS

2801.1 PROPER OFFICERS TITLE

Matter deferred pending discussion between the Chairman and the Clerk
2801.2 PARISH WALK


To be held on 6 June – John James to plan the route based on Clearwell

2801.3 REPAINTING OF BIGSWEIR BRIDGE


GH had advised that the work would provisionally be started in September 2010 and would last 3-4 months.  Restrictions on traffic flow had yet to be agreed but the road would only be closed if there was no other solution.  The Clerk was asked to stress that closure must be seen as a last resort as local businesses had suffered enough from previous closures.  The matter would also be referred to the CWVC.
2801.4 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES


It was understood that these Grade II Listed properties were empty and had been sold to a private buyer.  Concern was expressed at their recent deterioration and the Clerk was asked to bring the matter to the attention of FODDC.  

2801.5 POTHOLES ON A466


It was reported that GH had commenced work on the road between Redbrook and Bigsweir.

2801.6 POTHOLES IN UPPER REDBROOK ROAD (MONMOUTHSHIRE)


The Clerk was asked to establish which authority was responsible.

2801.7 PLAY EQUIPMENT – REDBROOK


It was reported that the new equipment would be formally opened on 3 May at 1100.

2802 PUBLIC COMMENT

None 

2803 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


May – election of Chairman, Vice Chairman and Council representatives.  John James advised that he 
                        was not prepared to be considered for the post of Chairman in 2010/11
June – review grit / salt bins

June – consider action to assist in ambulance response times


July – review all grant beneficiaries
2804 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Agenda items by

	Sat 8 May
	1000-1130
	Councillor surgery
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	---

	Tues 11 May
	1800
	Youth Council 
	Clearwell Memorial Hall 
	---

	Sat 15 May
	1000-1130
	Councillor surgery
	Newland Village Room
	---

	Tues 25 May
	1830
	Annual Parish Meeting
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 Mon 17 May

	Tues 25 May
	Following the Annual Parish Meeting
	Parish Council
	Redbrook Village hall
	1000 Mon 17 May

	Tues 1 Jun (tbc)
	1930
	Consortium of Wye Valley Councils
	St Arvans Village Hall (tbc)
	1000 Mon 24 May

	Tues 8 Jun
	1800
	Youth Council 
	Redbrook Village Hall 
	---

	Tues 29 Jun
	1900
	Parish Council
	Newland Village Room 
	1000 Mon 21 Jun


tbc – to be confirmed
The meeting closed at 2037
Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2010
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