Newland Parish Council meeting – 26 October 2010

Minutes 2914 – 2937

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL
ON 26 OCTOBER AT 1900

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS
CRMC Clearwell Recreation Ground Management Committee  CWVC Consortium of Wye Valley Councils  FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  
GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. 
GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils SARA Severn Area Rescue Association. (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty YC Newland Youth Council 
PRESENT


Cllrs David Wheeler (Chairman), Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Alan Purvis & Pam Travers.  
County Councillor Terry Glastonbury, District Councillor Arthur Thomas and 2 members of the public 
2914 APOLOGIES


Cllrs Hannah Freeman, Howard Hancocks, John James, Louise Salter.  Apologies accepted by the meeting.
2915 CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT

The Chairman advised that it had not been possible to give the statutory three clear days notice of the meeting, nevertheless members agreed that it should proceed.
2916 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


The following interests were declared and members acted in accordance with the Code of Conduct:
	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Type

	Marie Griffiths
	2921.1.3
	Acquainted with applicant
	Personal

	Alan Purvis
	2921.1.2
	Acquainted with applicant
	Personal

	All present
	2921.1.1
	Acquainted with applicant
	Personal


2917 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 28 SEPTEMBER 2010

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 28 September 2010 be approved; they were signed by the Chairman.
2918 MATTERS ARISING


2918.1 re minute 2894.3: it was reported a response had been submitted to MCC to the planning application for the chemical incinerator plant in Hadnock Road, Monmouth


2918.2 re minute 2895.3: it reported that the terms for the loan to Newland Village Room had not yet been agreed.  The Clerk was asked to advise that the Council required acceptance of the terms by the November meeting


2918.3 re minute 2897: it was reported that rats were present between the Highbury Terrace bins and the ponds and that the rodent control officers had baited them.  It was agreed that the area was generally looking tidier.


2918.4 re minute 2898: to note Redbook Village Hall booked for Riverside meeting.  Invitees to be FODDC, Redbrook Football Club,  Redbrook Millennium Green Trust, Redbrook Village Trust, Redbrook school, various canoe clubs, Mr and Mrs J Griffiths (landowners), owners of The Boat PH, schools regularly using canoeing facilities.


2918.5 re minute 2901: it was reported that no further progress had been made with the Emergency Plan; information currently held should be passed to the Clerk to compile a database.


2918.6 re minute 2908.8: it was reported that Cllr John James and the Clerk attended the GAPTC AGM but that this Council’s resolution failed to find a seconder.
2919 GUEST SPEAKER – BRIAN WATKINS, STAKEHOLDER MANAGER GLOUCESTERSHIRE HIGHWAYS


The Chairman welcomed Brian Watkins to the meeting who outlined his role and dealt with the following points:

Bigsweir bridge – 

· Work commences 8 November for approximately 4 months, some resurfacing of A466 towards The Florence will be undertaken at the same time.

· Road will remain open at all times albeit under traffic light control

· Effective signage to be in place well before work commences

· May need to consider height / width gateway to stop large vehicles attempting to cross

Grit / salt provision-

· GH not seeking to install any more bins but if Parish Council wish, they would relocate existing bins

· Parish Council can purchase new bins and GH would fill

· GH will supply grit / salt to localities, providing there is suitable storage, for use by snow wardens and residents

· Salt should be spread sparingly; large quantities are not required to melt snow and ice
“Children Playing” road sign in Redbrook – 

· GH suggest the first step is a ‘stock take’ of existing signs – there may be too many already

Other matters –

· Pothole situation better than 12 months earlier – target times for filling generally met

· Budget for 2010/11 was cut by £8M in June resulting in a few schemes being cancelled, 2011/12 budget not known yet

· GH would mention informally the state of the Upper Redbrook Road (MH responsibility).  The Clerk also to write to MH

· Drains should be inspected and cleaned out once a year (reference made to problems in French Lane and by Redbrook shop)

· Verges cut back from April / May annually: A-roads first, then in order of road classification or locations with visibility problems.  With budgets under pressure GH welcome local assistance.

· Calls to 08000 514514 from landlines (01594, 01600) are routed direct to Cannop.
2920 PUBLIC QUESTIONS


2920.1 Mr Evans ask that it be noted that if the Parish Council was appointed the Accountable Body (see minute 2925.3) that the Recreation Ground Committee retained ‘ownership’ of the project. 

2920.2 Mr Pearson asked if the cost of grass cutting and insurance for the Millennium Green could be ‘routed’ through the Parish Council to enable VAT to be reclaimed.  The Clerk advised that VAT was not charged on insurance premiums (Insurance Premium Tax was, and that is not reclaimable even by the Parish Council), he agreed to establish the position with regard to grass cutting.

2921 PLANNING


2921.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATION RECEIVED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2921.1.1
	P1725/10/FUL

Mr A Salter
	Clearwell: Stank Farm, Lower Cross
	Erection of a storage platform to existing agricultural building and a child’s tree house (Retrospective)
	No objection

	2921.1.2
	P1861/10/LBC

Mr J Gunter
	Clearwell: Tithe Barn, Castle Farm, Church Road
	Listed Building Consent for insertion of a mezzanine floor
	No objection

	2921.1.3
	P1952/10/AG

Mr N Prest
	Redbrook:  Glyn Farm, Coach Road
	To determine whether prior approval is required for further details for the construction of one new agricultural access road
	No comment


2922 FINANCE

2922.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
It was resolved to make the following payments under the authority of the Local Government & Public Involvement In Health Act 2007 and the Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-Being)(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008 
	Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value of 

cheque

£

	2922.1.1
	Newland Village Room
	Hire of room  28/9/10
	12.00
	
	12.00

	2922.1.2
	Gloucestershire County Council
	Archaeological monitoring – Clearwell Cross bollards refurbishment
	785.00
	137.38
	922.38

	2922.1.3
	Redbrook Contact Group
	October Round Up
	120.00
	
	120.00

	2922.1.4
	GAPTC
	Clerks Networking Day
	10.00
	
	10.00

	2922.1.5
	Abitech Systems Ltd
	Ink cartridges
	30.54
	5.34
	35.88

	TOTALS
	957.54
	142.72
	1100.26



2922.2 IN-HOUSE FINANCIAL CHECKS


It was reported that these had been undertaken by and to the satisfaction of Cllrs Purvis and Travers on 26 October.


2922.3 I/T EQUIPMENT


Members considered a paper presented by the Clerk which advised that GAPTC recommended Councils purchase a laptop computer for use by the Clerk.  Any action would have an impact on the budget and discussion on the matter was deferred to the November meeting.


2922.4 FIRST DRAFT BUDGET 2011/12



Members noted the first draft budget prepared by the Clerk and deferred any discussion until the November meeting at which a second draft would be presented.

2923 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY


2923.1 SWANPOOL LANE


It was reported that GH proposed a permanent closure of Swanpool Lane to all motorised traffic except Forestry Commission vehicles.  The alternative route via Cherry Orchard was due for resurfacing imminently.  Members regretted the proposal though accepted there was little alternative but concern was expressed that the old railway bridge (which may well be Listed) at the southern end of the lane could fall into disrepair.  The Clerk was asked to raise the issue with GH, in particular the question of ownership of the bridge.

[Cllr Alan Purvis left the meeting at 2045]

2924 LITTLE CHEF CAR PARK

It was reported that the FODDC committee had met and agreed a reduced fee of £100 for each key for the first year only.  The Chairman expressed his disgust at the suggestion believing that the committee was taking an arrogant view and that they had broken their word many times over the issue. The suggested £100/year fee for the first year was unacceptable, petty and unjustifiable. Local owners of over-height vehicles had used the car park for 7 years and the facility has been free for use by residents since its inception.  He expressed the hope that the two District Councillors would convey his thoughts to the appropriate committee chairman.  Cllr Terry Hale agreed to take the issue up with FODDC.
2925 CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND


2925.1 The Council received a report on the progress with the grant application to Community Spaces.


2925.2 It was resolved that the Parish Council as custodian trustee of the land agreed in principle to the installation of additional play equipment, subject to seeing and approving the final plans.


2925.3 It was resolved that the Parish Council was prepared to act as the Accountable Body in respect of the grant, if approved, from Community Spaces.
2926 YOUTH COUNCIL


It was reported that the October meeting had been cancelled.
2927 WATER & SEWERAGE CHARGES


Deferred until the November meeting.

2928 PARISH PLAN


It was agreed to postpone the meeting arranged for 2nd November until the new year – GRCC to be invited.
2929 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY


Cllr Terry Glastonbury reported:

· The GCC budget cuts are to be announced on 11th November

· DEFRA funding for the waste disposal project had been withdrawn; the project was thus shelved

· The part time street lighting scheme had saved £202,000

· Dr Pearson had withdrawn her name as a candidate for Governor of Redbrook school; Cllr Howard Hancocks had agreed to stand in her stead

· Thanks to Cllr Louise Salter for signing up Clearwell school to the waste reduction and Waste Green Fairy schemes
· GH has responded quickly to a report of broken kerb stones outside Clearwell school – Clerk to write thanking GH

2930 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS


2930.1 Cllr Terry Hale reported on:
· The ongoing committment to the Community Responders scheme


2930.2 Cllr Arthur Thomas reported on:

· Damage to the over-height barrier on the Little Chef car park and the fact that it was open

2931 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2931.1 CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS


The minutes of the meeting held on 21st October had been circulated.  It had been agreed that the Consortium was a worthwhile organisation and would continue.  Although there had only been two meeting during 2010 work had been going on behind the scenes.  Concern had been expressed at the “urbanisation of the Wye Valley” and it had been agreed to call a meeting of member councils in the New Year with each being asked to bring a speaker for and a speaker against the proposals by Sustrans for a cycle way along the valley.
2932 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


2932.1 St John Ambulance: invitation to open Evening – Staverton HQ – 11/11/10 @ 1800 – 2000.
                        Cllr Terry Hale to attend

2932.2 Forestry Commission: invitation to Forest of Dean Forum – Coalway – 11/11/10 @ 1900


2932.3 FoD Citizens Advice Bureau: “Digital exclusion”.  Cllr Marie Griffiths to consider document
2933 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY

2933.1 National Youth Agency:  “Valuing young voices, strengthening democracy”


2933.2 The Milestone Society:  information leaflet


2933.3 SARA: newsletter July & August 2010


2933.4 Clearwell Babes & Toddlers: acknowledgement of grant. 

                        Clerk to see if this response can be advertised in some way.
2934 PUBLIC COMMENT

2934.1 Mr Evans commented on the GCC budget cuts which had resulted in the Waste policy being cancelled and pointed out the increase in landfill levies and that landfill was not sustainable.


2934.2 Mr Evans  commented that GCC set up a Joint Improvement Board 2 years ago and that “not a penny had been saved”.


2934.3 Mr Evans asked whether or not allowances should be paid to District and County Councillors and that consideration should be given to joining forces with other authorities in the delivery of some services.
2935 MINOR MATTERS


It was reported that the Clerk had authorised emergency work on the steps and loose paving stones at Clearwell Well at an estimated cost of £195
2936 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


November – second draft budget

January – finalise budget and set precept
2937 DATES 
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Final date for agenda items

	9 Nov
	1800
	Youth Council
	Clearwell 
	30 Oct

	23 Nov
	1930
	Redbrook riverside meeting
	Redbrook Village Hall 
	13 Nov

	30 Nov
	1800
	Councillor surgery
	Clearwell
	

	30 Nov
	1900
	Parish Council
	Clearwell 
	20 Nov

	11 Jan
	1800
	Youth Council
	Newland (tbc)
	1 Jan

	25 Jan
	1900
	Parish Council
	Newland
	15 Jan

	8 Feb
	1800
	Youth Council
	Redbrook
	28 Jan

	22 Feb
	1900
	Parish Council
	Redbrook
	12 Feb
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