                                                                                   Newland Parish Council meeting –
26 May 2009
Minutes 2563–2588 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN NEWLAND CHURCH  
ON  26 MAY 2009 AT 2000
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter and David Wheeler
2563 APOLOGIES
Hannah Freeman (holiday) and Pamela Travers (family commitment).  Apologies accepted by the meeting.
2564 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

John James was proposed by Marie Griffiths, seconded by Howard Hancocks and unanimously elected unopposed.  
2565 EXECUTION OF CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE


John James executed the declaration of Acceptance of Office.
2566 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN


Terry Hale was proposed by John James, seconded by David Wheeler and unanimously elected unopposed.  

2567 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


The various appointments were made as follows:

2567.1 Hall’s Charity: Marie Griffiths & Alan Purvis


2567.2 Bells Foundation: currently David Wheeler & Louise Salter, substitute John James 

2567.2 Stowfield Quarry Liaison Group: currently Alan Purvis, substitute Terry Hale

2567.3 Clearwell and Stowe Quarry Liaison Group: currently John James, substitute David Wheeler

2567.4 Coleford Area Partnership: currently Howard Hancocks, substitute Terry Hale

2567.5 Police Community Consultative Meeting: currently Marie Griffiths & Hannah Freeman

2567.6 Parish Plans Forum: currently Terry Hale

2567.7 Parish Forum South: currently Louise Salter & Terry Hale

2567.8 Almshouse working group: currently Marie Griffiths & Terry Hale

2567.9 Forest of Dean Health Forum: currently Terry Hale

2567.10 Wye Valley AONB: currently Marie Griffiths & Hannah Freeman

2567.11 Parish Plan Working Group; currently Marie Griffiths & David Wheeler

2567.12 Consortium of Wye Valley Councils: currently Marie Griffiths & David Wheeler

The Chairman stressed that these appointments were a real commitment and expected those concerned to attend the relevant meetings.
2568 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following declarations were made and those with prejudicial interests behaved in accordance with requirements of Clause 12(2) of the Code of Conduct

	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Interest

	Terry Hale
	2573.1.2
	Acquainted with applicant
	Personal

	David Wheeler
	2573.1.2
	Related to immediate neighbour
	Prejudicial

	John James
	2576
	Business relationship with landowner
	Prejudicial



Terry Hale declared his membership of the District Council Development Control committee.

2569 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 28 APRIL 2009
It was proposed by David Wheeler and resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record; they
were signed by the Chairman:

2570 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

2570.1 re minute 2552 – the Clerk confirmed that the review of all the Council’s policies had been completed satisfactorily.
2571 REGISTER OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS


Members were reminded of their obligation under the Code of Conduct to advise any changes to their Register of Members Interests to the Monitoring Officer, within 28 days of that change, with a copy to the Clerk.
2572 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

2572.1 Bill Evans pointed out that commitments made by Kevin Howarth while in post were in fact made by the District Council and not in his personal capacity.
2573 PLANNING

2573.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2573.1.1
	P0750/09/COU

Mr D Wright
	Trow Green: Noxon Farm
	Change of use of barn to create a holiday let.
	No objection

	2573.1.2
	P0796/09/FUL

Mr J Herbert
	Redbrook: Mandalay, Hillside Road
	Raising of roof height & insertion of dormer windows to provide increased first floor accommodation.  Provision of porch canopy
	No objection

	2573.1.3
	P0826/09/TCA

Ms L Baxter-Jones
	Newland: Newland Village Room
	Management of trees within Newland Conservation Area (Coppicing of hazel and goat willow trees)
	No objection


2573.2 GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – APPLICATION DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2573.2.1
	Stowe Green: Clearwell Quarry
	Relocation & replacement of the Asphalt plant
	Permitted with 14 conditions.


2574 FINANCE

2574.1 NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM REVENUE GRANT


It was agreed to release the £600 revenue grant for 2008/09.  The grant for the current year was not due for payment until September but the Clerk was asked to enquire if it would help the committee’s cash flow for it to be released earlier.


2574.2 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was proposed by David Wheeler and resolved that the following payment be made:

	Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value of 
cheque

£
	#

	2574.2.1
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	Hire of hall Apr 2008 – Feb 2009
	98.00
	
	98.00
	6

	2574.2.2
	FODDC


	Contribution towards 3 litter bins
	150.00
	
	150.00
	21

	2574.2.3
	Came & Co
	Insurance renewal premium
	518.40
	
	518.40
	1

	2574.2.4
	Viking Direct
	Office consumables
	19.98
	3.00
	22.98
	1

	2574.2.5
	C Wilderspin
	Install 3 waste bins
	123.80
	
	123.80
	21

	2574.2.6
	MD Jenkins Printers Ltd
	Spring newsletter
	100.00
	
	100.00
	2

	2574.2.7
	Newland Village Room
	Revenue grant 2008/09
	600.00
	
	600.00
	8

	TOTALS
	1610.48
	3.00
	1613.48
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111

2 – s.142(2A)
3 – s.137
4 – s.112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – s.145          10 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 


11 – Highways Act 1980, s.96   12 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)
  13 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3

14 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
       15 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

16 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

17 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    

18 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 19 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3  
20 – Highways Act 1980, ss 43,50  21 – Litter Act 1983 ss.5,6
2575 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2575.1 DIVERSION OF FOOTPATH RNE22


Council had no objection to the proposed diversion. 


2575.2 CIDER PRESS – CARPENTERS COTTAGES  CLEARWELL



It was agreed that the Clerk should write to FODDC asking them to confirm that the Cider Press belongs to the Parish Council.  At the present time there appeared no need to proceed with acquisition of the land by Adverse Possession.

2575.3 CLASS 5 HIGHWAYS



It was agreed to bring this matter back to council at 6 monthly intervals.

2576 MOTOR CROSS IN CLEARWELL


It was reported that the number of events being held is within permitted levels and there is no action which the FODDC can take.  In respect of complaints about music in the early hours of a Sunday in April it has been impossible to ascertain who was responsible, but FODDC are prepared to take action if a statutory nuisance was created in the future.
2577 LITTLE CHEF SITE CAR PARK DEVELOPMENT


Terry Hale reported to the Annual Parish Meeting that c £47k remained in the budget for the project and that the Chairman of FODDC had stated in May that she hoped the project would be completed within 2 years.  The unspent budget had reduced by £3000 and Terry Hale would enquire the reason for this.

The Clerk reported that he had been advised by FODDC that they were seeking tenders as a matter of urgency to deal with the potholes.


David Wheeler reported that an extant planning permission for the property opposite the car park allowed for two parking spaces on the site and although FODDC had been unable to trace any supporting documentation, a resident was prepared to swear that there is a legal agreement in existence.
2578 PARISH PLAN


The Parish Plan Working Group had asked the Parish Council to adopt the following policies:



RD5 – to maintain pressure on Gloucestershire Highways to effect repairs to the footway in Clearwell (High Street, Lower Cross etc) – agreed



RD5 – to investigate the Council assuming responsibility for highways grass cutting – agreed


YG1 – to liaise with appropriate groups in Redbrook and Clearwell to make better use of recreational areas – agreed



YG1 – to consider other facilities for youth – agreed.


In respect of the latter two it was noted that Graham Spearman was attending the next Council meeting (see minute 2587).
2579 THE ‘POWER OF WELL-BEING’


Members were briefed on the conditions required for the Council to ‘self certify’ and reminded of a free briefing session on June 22 at FODDC.
2580 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR BILL EVANS


Already presented at the Annual Parish Meeting (held prior to this meeting)
2581 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS TERRY HALE AND ARTHUR THOMAS


Already presented at the Annual Parish Meeting (held prior to this meeting)
2582 REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

2582.1 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES



Marie Griffiths reported little progress; a watching brief was to be maintained. 

2582.2 NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM AGM



Alan Purvis reported attending the meeting.  Repairs and renovations were in hand being funded from balances held and the sale of the toilet and strip of land.  The committee may well approach the Council for further financial assistance later in the year.
2583 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION

2583.1 GAPTC – Call for resolutions for AGM (required by 31/7/09).  None

2583.2 Severn Estuary Partnership – invitation to join (copy attached).  Council agreed not to join.
2584 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY
2584.1 V Southall – enquiry re allotments

2584.2 GAPTC – newsletter May 2009 (previously circulated)

2584.3 Time & Place – acknowledgement of grant

2584.4 Coleford Area Market & Coastal Towns Initiative Partnership – request for contributions to book

        entitled ‘Walking For Health’

2584.5 AONB – ‘Outstanding’ Spring / Summer 2009

2584.6 Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association – newsletter Spring 2009

2585 MINOR MATTERS

2585.1 It was noted that a cabin had been placed on the allotments in Clearwell; the Clerk as asked to advise FODDC

2585.2 The Clerk was asked to write to the FODDC expressing the Council's concern that with the imposition of a charge for pest control services, a problem could arise where a householder called and paid for the pest control officer to attend but the problem could lie in an adjoining property where the owner was unwilling or unable to pay for the service. 

2585.3 It was reported that complaints had been received concerning the installation of uPVC windows at Bridge House Clearwell (within the Conservation Area).  FODDC to be advised.


2585.4 The clerk was asked to write to Severn Trent Water to bring to their attention the presence of a continual puddle on the Burial Path near Highmeadow farm where they recently carried out works. It is not known whether the puddle is caused by a leak or by poor reinstatement
2586 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS

None
2587 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


June – speaker Graham Spearman (Area Manager, Youth Support Services, Children & Young 
                         People’s Directorate, Gloucestershire County Council.)


September (to be confirmed) – Rob England (Gloucestershire Young Peoples Substance Misuse 

                         Service)
2588 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Agenda items by

	5-15 June - Clerk on holiday

	30 June
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 on 20 June

	2 July
	1930
	Consortium of Wye Valley Councils
	Tintern Village hall
	1000 on 22 June

	13 July
	1800
	Clearwell Quarry Liaison Group
	Wyndham Arms, Clearwell
	1000 on 3 July

	21 July
	1900
	Parish Plan Working Group
	tba
	1000 on 13 July

	28 July
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Newland church / Village Room (tba)
	1000 on 18 July

	13-27 September - Clerk on holiday

	29 Sept
	1900
	Parish Council meeting
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 on 11 Sept


The meeting closed at 2100. 






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2009
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