Newland Parish Council meeting – 26 July 2011
Minutes 3104 - 3124      

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM 
ON 26 JULY 2011 AT 1900

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS

CRGMC Clearwell Recreation Ground Management Committee  CWVC Consortium of Wye Valley Councils  
FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  

GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. 
GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty YC Newland Youth Council 
PRESENT


Cllrs John James (Chairman), Bill Evans, Eric Haile, Terry Hale, Alan Purvis, Pam Travers & David Wheeler.   District Councillor Arthur Thomas, PCSO Jenny Mansfield and 5members of the public.
3104 APOLOGIES

Cllr Louise Salter – apology accepted.  County Cllr Terry Glastonbury, PCSO Nick Jones 
3105 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


Cllr Wheeler – personal interest in minute 3112.1.3
3106 POLICE REPORT


The Chairman welcomed PCSO Jenny Mansfield, who was recently appointed to the parish, to the meeting.  She reported that she had spoken to residents of Clearwell about speeding traffic and if registration numbers were reported to the police they would issue a suitable letter.  Much of the concern is created by a perception of speeding. 
3107 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 28 JUNE 2011
Subject to the following amendment it was resolved that the minutes be approved; they were signed by the Chairman:
Minute 3099.2, line 1 delete “shared by some members” and insert “shared by a few members”.
3108 MATTERS ARISING


3108.1 re minute 3087: it was agreed that Kim Bedford from GAPTC was an excellent and most interesting speaker.  It was confirmed that a letter of thanks had been sent to her.
3109 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY

The written report had been circulated previously and a copy is attached to the signed copy of these minutes.

3110 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

3110.1 CLLR ARTHUR THOMAS reported 

· having received a complaint about the footway by Sycamore House  Newland; 

· discussions with GH about the supply of grit bins; Parish Councils would need to fund

· snow plough operators now have discretion to start work on their own initiative

3110.2 CLLR TERRY HALE reported

· discussions with GH about blocked gullies between Whitecliff Farm and Millend - now all cleared, and Whitecliff Farm to Highmeadow - to be cleared

· stocks of sandbags limited to 10 per household with some stocks held within the parish
3111 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

The Chairman outlined the rules governing public speaking. 

3111.1 Mr Pearson asked if the Parish Council would give serious consideration to the suggestion that Parish Council meetings should be held on alternate months (ie 6 each year) instead of the current 10, in an attempt to contain administrative costs.  He was advised that the suggestion would be discussed at the next meeting of the working group.


3111.2 Mrs McMahon asked if the Parish Plan and the achievements with it would be published on the web site.  She was advised that the plan was too large to place on the site but that a chart indicating the achievements of the plan would be.


3111.3 Mr Jones used the opportunity to make a statement that when he sent in comments for improving the way in which the Council operates and offering solutions (he mentioned 3 e-mails in particular) he received no response.  Mr Jones then left the meeting before his comment could be responded to.

3112 PLANNING

3112.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	3112.1.1
	P1208/11/OHL

Western Power Distribution plc
	Land between Newland & Clearwell (Recreation ground & adjacent field)
	Application under Circular 14/90 for the construction of a 395m overhead line, constructed on wooden poles with a tolerance of 30m either side.

NB Response “No objection” sent - requires ratification
	No objection

	3112.1.2
	P1378/11/TCA

Mr R Crighton
	Clearwell: Waterley Bottom, The Cross
	Fell 1 Goat Willow and  2  Leylandii
	No objection

	3112.1.3
	P1407/11/TCA

Mrs M Condrad
	Clearwell: 2 Orchard Close
	Coppice 2 Hazel trees
	No objection

	3112.1.4
	P1430/11/OHL

Western Power Distribution plc
	Land at St Briavels
	Application under Circular 14/90 for the diversion of the overhead line with a tolerance of 30m
	No objection


3112.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	3112.2.1
	Clearwell: 2 the Rocks
	Installation of 8 photovoltaic solar panels on to the roof of a dwelling
	Permitted 4/7/11 - 2 conditions


3113 FINANCE 


3113.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was resolved that the following payments be made:

	Inv ref
	Chq no
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	VAT
	Cheque value
	Authority

	11/21
	300325
	Monmouth Canoe & Activity Centre Ltd
	Canoe hire
	166.66
	33.34
	200.00
	LGA 1972 s.145

	11/22
	300326
	The Bell Redbrook
	Canoeing trip refreshments
	69.85
	
	69.85
	LGA 1972 s.137

	11/23
	300327
	M Tudball
	Grant
	100.00
	
	100.00
	LGA 1972 s 15(5)

	TOTAL
	336.51
	
	369.85
	


3113.2 FINANCIAL CONTROLS AND CHECKS


It was reported that Cllrs James and Evans had undertaken these on 25/7/11 and found everything in order. 
3113.3 GRANT REQUEST


It was reported that Miss M Tudball had requested funding towards the cost of attending a Girlguiding international jamboree in Belgrade.  Of the £1500 required she had raised £1250 from her own initiatives.  The point was made that by agreeing, a precedent could be set.  A proposal to donate £25 was defeated (voting: 2 for, 4 against, 1 abstention).  It was resolved to make a grant of £100 from the Chairman’s allowance (voting: 5 for, 2 against).  It was further resolved to consider allocating a sum within the 2012/13 budget to meet similar requests


3113.4 CONTRACT FOR EMPTYING DOG WASTE BINS



It was agreed to ratify the decision taken by the Clerk under delegated powers (LGA 1972, s.101) to appoint Forest Equipment Services as the contractor for this work.


3113.5 GRANT AWARDING POLICY



It was agreed that the existing policy was a good one; however evidence should be produced to the Council that the beneficiary organisations are still viable and providing a service commensurate with the level of grant awarded.  It was felt that a policy should be drawn up for applications falling outside the four categories already identified (such as that minuted at 3113.3 above) and that the level of all grants should be reviewed as part of the budgeting process for 2012/13.
3114 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY 

It was reported that the hedge at The Butts  Clearwell was in hand with GH.  It was agreed that if it was proposed to widen the road there the Council should undertake a consultation with residents in Council Villas.
3115 YOUTH COUNCIL


It was reported that the canoeing event had attracted 13 youngsters and had been a very enjoyable event.  The YC Chairman had engaged with those attending and encouraged their membership of the YC.  Those attending had requested more similar events be organised.


It was noted that the YC had not met in Newland and this would be rectified later in the year. 
3116 PARISH PLAN


3116.1 REPORT OF EXERCISE IN CLEARWELL 7-9 JULY 2011


 It was felt that the Renew and Refresh exercise had gone very well and a summary of the issues to emerge had been produced.  Thanks were offered to Sylvia Adcock and Cllr Louise Salter for their hard work in producing an excellent display.


3116.2 FUTURE EVENTS


It was agreed that similar exercises should be arranged for Newland and Redbrook before the end of the year.  The Newland event could be linked to another event in the Village Room, but it was felt that the Redbrook event should be a separate one, possibly in conjunction with the school.

3117 PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN


No report.
3118 PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES (HEREINAFTER REFRRED TO AS THE MANAGEMENT REVIEW TEAM)

3118.1 REPORT OF WORKING GROUP MEETING 19 JULY 2011 

The Chairman read a report of the meeting (copy attached to the signed copy of these minutes).  The initial suggestions to emerge, which the Council would work towards adopting were:

· there would be no further change in the style of the minutes

· issues arising from the Annual Parish Meeting had been addressed or were in hand

· the Council would adopt a 4 year strategic policy to include the implications of the Localism Bill, footway alongside Clearwell Rec to Lower Cross, youth facilities, work currently undertaken by other authorities#, signs to indicate places of interest in the villages, attempts to contact the owners of the pump house opposite Clearwell Castle and the millstone at Carpenters Cottages
· Comparative administration figures from similar sized councils would be considered at the next meeting

· More speakers at Council meetings to broaden their appeal - but it was pointed out that they would put pressure on the length of meetings

# it was agreed that prior to committing to major expenditure on such items / services residents’ views should be sought.


It was pointed out that it was mainly Clearwell members who had attended hence the emphasis on that village, but all members were encouraged to bring forward ideas for inclusion in the policy. Meetings would continue on a monthly basis for the time being with the next meeting on Wednesday 24/8/11, provisionally in Newland.


3118.2 ANNUAL REVIEW OF COUNCIL POLICIES


It was agreed that the policies would be reviewed as follows:


Standing Orders - Cllr James


Financial Regulations - Cllr Travers


Complaints Procedure - Cllr Hale


Risk Assessment Statement - Cllr James


Freedom of Information Publication Scheme - Cllr Purvis


Data Protection policy - Cllr Evans


Disciplinary procedures - Cllr Evans


Grievance procedures - Cllr Evans


Training Policy - Cllr Wheeler

3119 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


3119.1 Cllr Evans reported attending a ‘Being A Good Councillor’ Course.


3119.2 Cllr Travers reported attending a meeting of the Forest of Dean Health Forum
3120 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


3120.1 Mr P Jones: e-mail re the draft minutes of the June meeting.  It was agreed that a written response would be sent.
3120.2 Wye Valley AONB: invitation to Annual Study Tour 30/9/11. Cllr James + 1 other to attend.
3121 MINOR MATTERS


3121.1 It was reported that Chapel Steps  Redbrook were becoming overgrown.  The Clerk was asked to try and establish ownership / responsibilities.


3121.2 Cllr Purvis asked whether the Council should be reactive or proactive in inviting requests for funding from village groups.  Funds could be made available by way of grant, loan or on-loan from the Public Works Loans Board.


3121.3 Cllr James suggested displaying planning applications on boards for viewing prior to meetings.
3122 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS

3122.1 Mr Pearson reminded the Council that funds awarded by way of grant are public money and that the Council should be a supporter of last resort.


3122.2 Mrs McMahon suggested employing Youth Outreach workers to act as a conduit between the Council and the youth of the parish.


3122.3 Mr Nuttall raised the question of the footway mentioned in minute 3110.1 and asked the Council to consider requesting a 20 mph speed limit through Newland, a 40 mph limit between Newland and Clearwell and a 20 mph limit in Clearwell if residents there supported the idea.


3122.4 Mr Yelland commented on the sum allocated to the YC in the Council’s budget and suggested a need to broaden the appeal of the YC and encourage community engagement by its members.  
3122.5 Mr Nuttall suggested that the YC required more public support and raised the possibility of the use of Dial-A-Ride and school buses in the evenings for providing transport to various activities. (Matter referred to Practice and Procedures Working Group).
3123 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


September – review Power of Well-Being situation

September - discuss offering a cash contribution to GH for footway repairs


September - investigate use of Dial-A-Ride etc vehicles out of hours

October – reconsider purchase of flip chart easel / display boards

October - review all grants as part of the budgeting process


October - consider first draft budget 2012/13 
3124 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Final date for agenda items

	24 Aug
	1930
	Management Review Team
	Newland**
	

	4 Sept
	1000?
	Annual Parish Walk

	tba
	-

	13 Sept
	1800
	Youth Council
	Redbrook
	3 Sept

	27 Sept
	1930
	Parish Council
	Redbrook
	17 Sept

	11 Oct
	1800
	Youth Council
	Redbrook
	1 Oct

	25 Oct
	1900
	Parish Council
	Clearwell
	15 Oct

	8 Nov
	1800
	Youth Council
	Newland**
	28 Oct

	29 Nov
	1900
	Parish Council
	Newland
	19 Nov


** venue to be confirmed

The meeting closed at 2110
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Signed, Chairman............................................................................ 27/9/2011


