                                                                                   Newland Parish Council meeting –
 26 January 2010
Minutes 2711–2734 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL 
ON 26 JANUARY 2010 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS
EA  Environment Agency. FC  Forestry Commission.  FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  
GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways
PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Hannah Freeman, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter, Pamela Travers, David Wheeler. 
2711 APOLOGIES
Marie Griffiths; apology accepted by the meeting.  County Councillor Terry Glastonbury and District Councillor Arthur Thomas.
2712 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following interests were declared and those concerned observed the requirements of the Code of Conduct1 or Local Government Act 19722:
	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Interest

	Howard Hancocks1
	2716.1.3
	Member of applicant organisation
	Prejudicial

	Hannah Freeman1
	
	Member of applicant organisation
	Prejudicial

	Terry Hale1
	
	Involved in application as District Councillor
	Personal

	Richard Crighton2
	2717
	Member of applicant organisation
	Pecuniary


2713 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 24 NOVEMBER 2009
Subject to the following correction to minute 2700 it was resolved that the minutes be accepted as a
true record; they were signed by the Chairman:

1st line to read “It was agreed in principle to take over ownership of the land as Custodian Trustee on behalf of the parish if so requested by the committee...”

2714 MATTERS ARISING 

2714.1 re minute 2689.1: it was agreed to make a donation of £50 towards the Redbrook children’s play area in lieu of replacing Mr Thomas’ mobile phone.

2714.2 re minute 2689.3 it was reported that the dog waste bin in Savage Hill Newland would be installed soon

2714.3 re minute 2689.4 it was reported that the new web site was complete and had gone live. 
2715 PUBLIC QUESTIONS


None
2716 PLANNING

2716.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2716.1.1
	P2096/09//FUL
Mr G Baker
	Upper Redbrook: 1 Mill Cottage
	Alterations and extension to existing garage / workshop to provide additional garage / workshop.  Erection of a replacement barn for agricultural purposes
	No objection (response ratified) 

	2716.1.2
	P2098/09/FUL
P2099/09/LBC
Mr R Pease
	Newland: Lodges & Valley Farm, Laundry Lane
	Alterations and extension to dwelling (Revised scheme), and Listed Building Consent for same
	No objection to either application 

	2716.1.3
	P0006/10/FUL
Mr H Hancocks

	Redbrook: recreation ground
	Relocation of pitch, re-surfacing of car park to south of pitch and establishment of children’s play area.  Alterations to vehicular access.  (Minor material changes to previously approved scheme – P1404/08/FUL)
	No objection.



2716.2 GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED

	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2716.2.1
	09/0072/FDMAJM

Clearwell Quarries Ltd
	Stowe Green: Clearwell Quarry
	Phased relocation and replacement of the stone processing plant, office, staff facilities and workshop from Clearwell Quarry to Stowe Hill Quarry, erection of an environmental bund to attenuate noise, a new haul road and road access onto the B4228 and accompanying weighbridge / wheel wash facilities.
	No objection 

	2716.2.2
	09/0073/FDMAJM

Clearwell Quarries Ltd
	Stowe Green: Clearwell Quarry
	Non-compliance with conditions 2, 45 & 48 and variation of these conditions to permit a change on the restoration plans following the phased relocation requested in planning application 09/0072/FDMAJM
	No objection


2716.3 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2716.3.1
	Stowe Green: Travellers Rest
	Change of use of existing ground floor public house to create 2 flats with ancillary work
	Refused

	2716.3.2
	Newland: The Dower House
	Alterations and repairs to dwelling (and Listed Building Consent for the same)
	Permitted

	2716.3.3
	Redbrook: land at Chapel Lane Cottage, Coach Road
	Erection of a building comprising of 4 apartments with associated garaging and parking facilities
	Permitted with 11 conditions

	2716.3.4
	Redbrook: land adjoining Wye Valley House
	Creation of a surface car park.  Use of land to be incorporated as part of existing football pitch
	Permitted with 5 conditions


2717 CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND


The Council confirmed its agreement in principle to being appointed Custodian Trustee of the Recreation Ground but wished to discuss with the Managing Committee the process of the transfer of title and the responsibilities which the Council would assume.  Concerns were expressed about the scale of the commitment and the precedent which might be set.  The Council would wish to be the body of last resort.  In view of the possibility of a conflict of interest the Chairman, rather than the Clerk, would undertake discussions with the managing Committee.
2718 FINANCE


The Chairman made a statement about recent press comments concerning the discussions at previous meetings about the budget and the grant application from Newland Village Room..


2718.1 BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2010/11

It was resolved to accept the proposed final draft budget and the Clerk was authorised to issue 

the precept in the sum of £19000. 


2718.2 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
It was resolved to make the following payments:
	Ref
	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	VAT
	Value of cheque

	2718.2.1
	Redbrook Contact Group
	December ‘Round Up’
	121.39
	
	121.39

	2718.2.2
	Information Commissioner
	Statutory annual Notification fee
	35.00
	
	35.00

	2718.2.3
	Merlin Waste Ltd
	Dog waste collection – November

Dog waste collection - December
	15.72

15.72
	2.36

2.36
	36.16

	2718.2.4
	R Crighton
	Salary 

Allowances

Travel

Telephone/broadband
	2598.84

104.67

112.39

28.14
	
	2844.04



	2718.2.5
	Vision ICT Ltd
	Web site hosting

Domain name
	375.00

100.00
	71.25
	546.25

	2718.2.6
	SLCC
	Annual subscription
	106.00
	
	106.00

	2718.2.7
	Redbrook Village Hall
	Hire of hall 2009
	36.00
	
	36.00

	2718.2.8
	Abitech Systems Ltd
	Printer cartridges
	66.36
	11.61
	77.97

	TOTALS
	3715.23
	87.58
	3802.81



2718.3 FINANCIAL REPORT


The financial report was accepted by the meeting.

2719 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2719.1 ISSUES ARISING FROM RECENT COLD WEATHER


2719.1.1 It was noted that following the survey by GH last October into the condition etc of salt / grit bins that those in Clearwell and Newland had been replenished whilst those in Redbrook had not.  There was a question over responsibility for a bin in Upper Redbrook (MCC).



2719.1.2 The status of adoption of Tinmans Green was not clear; Clerk to enquire of GH.  A salt / grit bin was considered essential on that road.



2719.1.3 It was agreed that the Clerk ask GH how they wish to be advised of the location of potholes.



2719.1.4 It was agreed to defer consideration of a salt / grit bin at the bottom of Chapel Steps Redbrook.



2719.1.5 Thanks were offered to County Councillor Terry Hale for his valuable assistance in delivering salt around the parish.

[Alan Purvis left the meeting at 2040]


2719.2 CLOSURE OF BIGSWEIR BRIDGE



It was agreed that GH had handled the postponement of the closure badly but it was felt in the interests of relationships with them not to pursue the issue further.


2719.3 CULVERT OUTSIDE CLEARWELL SCHOOL



Work had been delayed though bad weather and a start was imminent.

2719.4 PART TIME NIGHT LIGHTING SCHEME



GH had advised that this was to be implemented within the next few weeks


2719.5 COXBURY LANE



It was reported that access to The Grove was impossible for fuel tankers because of deep pot holes.

2720 LITTLE CHEF CAR PARK


It was reported that permission to proceed with the project was awaited from the EA.  As work on the outflow to the river was not permitted until July, work was likely to start in April / May and be completed within 3 months.  The Parish Council contribution of £5000 would be required in due course. 

2721 COUNCILLOR SURGERIES

It was agreed in principle to hold these on a trial basis in the three villages.  Details to be agreed at the next meeting.

2722 THE POWER OF WELL-BEING

It was resolved to adopt the Parish Community Sustainable Strategy as drafted and resolved to self certify that as the Parish Council now fulfilled all the criteria, to formally adopt the Power of Well-Being with immediate effect.
2723 PARISH PLAN

It was reported that the joint meeting between the Council and the Working Group arranged for 2 February had been postponed.

2724 PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN


It was reported that all but 3 of the potential participants in Clearwell had been contacted with 3 having returned their forms.  There had been no progress in Newland or Redbrook.
2725 YOUTH PARISH COUNCIL


It was reported that two meetings had been arranged (see 2734 ‘Dates’ below).  It was resolved to offer a free draw for £20 at each meeting to encourage attendances.  It was intended that the flyers would be distributed by the end of January.
2726 CONSULTATIONS


2726.1 GCC – PROPOSED PARK & RIDE AT HIGHNHAM


It was reported that this scheme had been shelved pending the outcome of proposed budget cuts.


2726.2 GCC – LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN



The consultation document is at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/talkingtransport.  Members wishing to comment were asked to forward their comments to the Chairman by 5 February.
2727 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY

None 
2728 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
· Terry Hale reported that the planning application submitted by Stowfield Quarry had been granted and conditioned to address all local concerns.

· Terry Hale reported on the incident involving the sewage tanker spillage which had affected roads in the parish and Coleford..
2729 REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

2729.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Terry Hale reported that the Enterprise Centre was running 2 weeks behind schedule and that it would open on 14 February.  It was agreed that the Council’s representatives would no longer attend this group’s meetings.

2729.2 CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS


It was reported that an officer at MCC had arranged a meeting with senior officers from Monmouthshire Emergency services to discuss cross border emergency services liaison.

2729.3 CLEARWELL QUARRY LIAISON GROUP



It was reported that the planning application (see 2716.2 above) was the only matter discussed.


2729.4 GCC LOCAL TRANSPORT WORKSHOP



It was reported that there would possibly be a 40% reduction in the highways budget.

2729.5 EDWARD BELL ALMSHOUSE FUND


David Wheeler as the Councils representative on this charity, reported that it had not distributed any funds for 7 or more years and that it had gone into abeyance so far as the Charity Commission were concerned.  There were two Coleford Town Councillors as trustees who were eager to sort matters out and it was suggested that the fund be merged with either the Halls Charity or the Bells Educational Charity.  Despite the fact that the Edward Bell Almshouse Fund was created for the benefit of the residents of Newland parish (possibly the old parish) the Council agreed that a merger as suggested was the best course of action despite those organisations having different areas of benefit.
2730 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


2730.1 FODDC – identification of sites for 26 pitches for gypsies, travellers and travelling showpeople.  It was agreed that no site could be identified in the parish.
2731 PUBLIC COMMENTS


2731.1 Mrs Adcock thanked the Parish Council, on behalf of the Redbrook Village Hall, for the £1000 grant for roof repairs and advised that the work had been completed.


2731.2 Mrs Adcock indicated that the increase in the precept for 2010/11 would result in a very small increase in the Council Tax Bill (approximately £12 / year for a Band D property) and that the Parish Council could not be expected to continue the excellent work it does without being properly funded.
2731.3 Dr Pearson would submit her comments  in writing.
2732 MINOR MATTERS


2732.1 At the Chairman’s request the Clerk outlined the range of duties which he undertakes.
2733 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


February – Councillor surgeries

February – salt / grit bins in Redbrook (Tinmans Green and Chapel Steps)
2734 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Agenda items by:

	2 Feb
	2000
	Consortium of Wye Valley Councils with Monmouthshire emergency services
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	

	13 Feb
	1100
	Youth Council public meeting
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	

	16 Feb
	1930
	Consortium of Wye Valley Councils
	Assembly Rooms, St Briavels
	1000 on 9 Feb

	18 Feb
	1830
	Youth Council public meeting
	Redbrook Village Hall
	

	23 Feb
	1900
	Monthly Council meeting
	Newland Village Room
	1000 on 13 Feb

	30 Mar
	1900
	Monthly Council meeting
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 on 20 Mar


The meeting closed at 2137
Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2009
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