                                                                                      Newland Parish Council meeting – 26 Feb 2008
Minutes 2259– 2281
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN NEWLAND CHURCH 
ON  26 FEBRUARY 2008 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


Terry Hale (Chairman), Marie Griffiths, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis
2259 APOLOGIES

 John James, Teri Chance, Louise Salter (all on holiday), Hannah Freeman and David Wheeler (both unwell) – apologies accepted.  District Councillor Bill Evans
2260 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following interests were declared and those with a prejudicial interest left the meeting (unless marked *) while the matter was discussed and did not take part in any voting thereon.
	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Interest

	Alan Purvis
	2277
	Owns property which overlooks site
	Personal

	Marie Griffiths
	2266.1.5
	Acquainted with applicant
	Prejudicial*


2261 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 29 JANUARY 2008
Subject to the following amendment: minute 2256.2, line 3, delete “shelved” and insert “withdrawn to allow further investigation by the task group”, the minutes were accepted as a true record; proposed by Alan Purvis, seconded by Howard Hancocks and were signed by the Chairman.
2262 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Re minute 2248.12: it was reported that despite repeated requests the potholes in Highbury Terrace had still not been filled.  Clerk to contact Gloucestershire Highways again.  


Re minute 2248.13.2: it was reported that Gloucestershire Highways had been requested to clear the foliage from the street light.
2263 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP


Presentation by Janet Marrott – a copy of her notes are attached to the signed copy of these minutes.

2264 VILLAGE AGENT

Jane Lloyd, the new village agent for the parish was introduced and described her role.  Jane is currently working 10 hours / week and would welcome introductions from any source.
2265 PUBLIC QUESTIONS


None.

2266 PLANNING

2266.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED


2266.1.1 Newland: Valley Brook Farm – change of use of agricultural land to dog training with the siting of 4 portable buildings. (Retrospective) (Resubmission).  Council comment: objection on highways grounds and as contrary to Local Plan policies



2266.1.2 Coleford: land at Angel Farm  Newland Street – residential development of 100 dwellings.  Construction of new vehicular access. (Revised scheme).  Council comment: objection on same grounds as earlier application which is the subject of appeal.



2266.1.3 Clearwell: Cemetery House  High Street – erection of single storey extension to dwelling and alterations to outbuilding (Retrospective)  Council comment: no objection



2266.1.4 Coleford: Lower Perrygrove Farm – use of land for the provision of a children’s adventure trail with ancillary works.  Council comment: no objection


2266.1.5 Newland: Lily Cottage & Vine Tree Cottage  Laundry Lane – Listed Building Consent for internal and external alterations to convert two cottages into one dwelling.  Council comment: no objection.

2267 FINANCE

2267.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was proposed by Howard Hancocks seconded by Alan Purvis and resolved that the following accounts be paid: 
	
	Payee
	Details
	Amount

     £
	VAT

   £
	Value of cheque £
	#

	2267.1.1
	Redbrook Village Hall
	Hall hire
Revenue grant
	30.00
600.00
	
	630.00
	6
8

	2267.1.2
	T Hale
	Printer cartridges
	7.00
	
	7.00
	1

	2267.1.3
	Choice Stationery
	Printer cartridges
	9.98
	
	9.98
	1

	TOTALS
	 646.98
	
	  646.98
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111
2 – s.142
3 – s.137
4 - 112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 
10 – Highways Act 1980, s.96


11 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
12 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

13 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

14 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    
15 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 

16 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3
17 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)


18 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3


2267.2 EXTERNAL AUDITOR


It was reported that Moore Stephens had been re-appointed as external auditor for the five year period from 2008/09.

2268 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2268.1 PROPOSED ONE WAY SYSTEM TROW GREEN TO SHOP HOUSE


It was reported that this scheme was proceeding but without the installation of a ‘stop’ sign at Shop House junction.


2268.2 ENFORCEMENT OF LAW CONCERNING DOG FOULING



The Parish Council supported the intention of the FODDC to make an Order to create an offence of ‘Failing to remove dog faeces’ to be enforced through the Street Warden scheme

2268.3 REPORT ON MEETING IN TINTERN RE LANDSLIPS ON A466



It was reported that the meeting was well attended.  Extensive work and investigation had been undertaken and whilst no blame was attached the conclusion was that the cause of the problems was the same on both sides of the river, namely a clay soil over a rock strata.  Heavy rainfall provided a ‘lubricant’ to allow the soils to slide over the rock and the removal of tree stumps when trees were felled made the clay more prone to movement.  The engineers were to provide regular briefings to the Welsh Community Councils on progress.  Other points to emerge were that the problems were now as bad as they had ever been, that temporary signage regarding access to services when slips occur had been poor and that land owners need to look closer at woodland management and take into account the geology of the area.


2268.4 PROPOSED JOINT ACTION BY PARISH & COMMUNITY COUNCILS RE LANDSLIPS



It was reported that St Briavels and Hewelesfield & Brockweir Parish Councils were in agreement, in principle, with the formation of a consortium with the Welsh Community Councils to attempt to have a coordinated approach to the problem along the A466 between St Arvans and Monmouth.  The Clerk was asked to contact St Arvans, Tintern, Trellech United CCs and Monmouth Town Council.

2268.5 CIVIL PARKING ENFORCEMENT (CPE)



It was reported that FODDC  intended to implement CPE towards the end of May 2008 and that they would be organising a forum to explain the scheme.  There were no plans to introduce any form of charging for on-street parking and they would only be enforcing existing parking restrictions.  Enforcement would be by NCP Parking Services and all costs and income would be borne / taken by the County Council.


2268.6 COUNTDOWN MARKERS OF APPROACH TO REDBROOK FROM MONMOUTH



It was reported that Monmouth CC had advised that there was no justification for the installation of countdown markers in this location.

2269 ELECTRICITY SUPPLY


It was reported that, despite a further request, Central Networks had not offered to meet the Parish Council again.  Pressure would continue to be applied.
2270 PARISH PLAN


The minutes of the PPIG meeting of 11 February had been circulated.  It was agreed that the next newsletter would seek views on where dog waste and litter bins might be installed.  Capital costs for installation could be funded through the Quick Wins grant, but the question of running costs would need to be discussed.  It was also agreed to seek volunteers to run youth groups .  GRCC had been requested to undertake a Housing Needs Survey but the situation regarding the funding of that project was in doubt after March 2008.  County Councillor Bill Evans was obtaining bus timetables for publication in the newsletter.
2271 GCC CONSULTATIONS ON MINERALS CORE STRATEGY PREFERRED OPTIONS AND WASTE CORE STRATEGY PREFERRED OPTIONS

It was agreed that the Clerk would draft a pro-forma response to each of the papers for circulation to members for their comments.  Closing date for representations is 13 March 2008.

2272 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR BILL EVANS

Bill Evans had sent a written report concerning Post Office closures and would report fully later.
2273 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ARTHUR THOMAS


No report

2274 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR TERRY HALE

It was reported that there had been further complaints about motor cycle meetings in the field by Pingry Lane; it appeared that the landowner was not aware of the restrictions which applied.
2275 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2275.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



Terry Hale reported that problems had arisen with the Community Centre over design and sewage disposal and that a land ’swap’ was not now feasible.  The Flood Risk Feasibility Study was almost complete.


2275.2 POLICE AND COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING



No report.


2275.3 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES WORKING GROUP



Terry Hale reported that a meeting was to be held on 28 February to consider applications by three organisations to acquire the properties.  Those currently in residence would be placed on the Housing Register.


2275.4 HALLS CHARITY



Marie Griffiths reported that a scheme was in hand to raise the profile of the charity, to raise funds and to extend the area of benefit.

2276 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


2276.1 GCC – invitation to 2nd Seminar for Parish & Town Councils – 27/3/08 – Hartpury College @ 1800 – 2045.  Names required by 29/2/08


2276.2 FODDC – invitation to launch of FOD Rural Housing Enabler Programme 2008/10 – 5/3/08 – Council Offices @ 1000.  Marie Griffiths to attend.
2277 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY


2277.1 D Pearson – proposed Newland parish Luncheon Club.  The possibility of funding the hall for the events through the Quick Wins grant would be investigated.


2277.2 M Jones – various allegations.  Comment was made that members should always show respect.

2278 LITTLE CHEF SITE 

(Discussion on this item was thrown open to the public)

The Clerk summarised the recent history of the scheme which included 

· the approval by the Parish Council of revised plans, 

· the submission and subsequent withdrawal of a planning application (to be re-submitted after the Flood Risk Assessment, which was required by the Environment Agency, was completed), 

· written confirmation from FODDC dated 11 October 2007 that “the project should proceed from a capital expenditure perspective” following the review of all capital schemes which took place during September
· confirmation from FODDC that there were no plans to transfer ownership of the land or responsibility for running the car park to the Parish Council

· misrepresentation by Marion Winship (Leader of FODDC) of the Parish Council’s views on taking over the running of the car park

There was considerable debate on what had or had not taken place in the past and differing opinions on the cause for the long delay.  District Councillor Patrick Molyneux (Cabinet Member for Economic Regeneration) advised that the lowest estimate of the cost of the project was £126,000 of which £58,100 had been earmarked and held for some 7 years.  He pointed out that, with other commitments to car park improvements in the district, additional funds were not available (despite the written confirmation mentioned above).
Howard Hancocks pointed out that the Redbrook Village Trust had, some years ago, produced a viable business plan for the car park which depended on leases being granted by FODDC, which had been agreed but never signed by FODDC.  He offered to send Cllr Molyneux a summary of the plan for consideration by FODDC.

It was agreed that intense pressure should be maintained on the FODDC to proceed with the project which, because of the delays and prevarication by FODDC over a period of seven years had escalated the costs and without which the scheme could probably have been completed within the sum originally earmarked.

John Pearson suggested that a funding contribution might be available from the AONB as the car park would be used by tourists visiting the area.

The Clerk was asked to write to Marion Winship and the FODDC confirming the Parish Council’s strong support for the scheme and objection to the delay in implementing it.

2279 PUBLIC COMMENT

None
2280 ITEMS FOR NOTIFICATION

March Meeting: consider further improvements to Clearwell well

March meeting: consider making financial contribution to Street Wardens Scheme
2281 DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

13 March – Information Pack working group – Clearwell Post Office @ 1030


14 April (provisional) Parish Plan Implementation Group – Clearwell Memorial Hall @ 1900

25 March - Monthly Council meeting – Redbrook Village Hall @ 1900

29 April – Annual Parish Meeting – Clearwell Memorial Hall @ 1830


29 April - monthly Council meeting – Clearwell Memorial Hall following the Annual Parish Meeting

27 May - Monthly Council meeting – Newland church @ 1900
The meeting closed at 2135. 






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2008
Page 1 of 5
C:\Documents and Settings\RICHARD CRIGHTON\Desktop\NPC\Minutes 2008\26 Feb 08.doc 

