Newland Parish Council meeting – 26 April  2011
Minutes 3034 – 3052      

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM 
ON 26 APRIL 2011 AT 1900

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS
CRGMC Clearwell Recreation Ground Management Committee  CWVC Consortium of Wye Valley Councils  FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  
GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. 
GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils SARA Severn Area Rescue Association. (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty YC Newland Youth Council 
PRESENT


Cllrs David Wheeler (Chairman),Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks,  Alan Purvis, Louise Salter, Pam Travers.

5 members of the public.

3034 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Chairman reminded all those present that this was the last meeting of the present council; he wished all those standing at the forthcoming election good luck and he thanked Cllrs Marie Griffiths and Howard Hancocks (who were not standing for re-election) for all their work as members during their time in office..

3035 APOLOGIES


Hannah Freeman, John James – apologies accepted.  County Councillor Terry Glastonbury.
3036 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


None
3037 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 29 MARCH 2011
It was resolved that the minutes be approved; they were signed by the Chairman.
3038 MATTERS ARISING


3038.1 re minute 3016.3.1: it was agreed that it was not possible to reduce the Clerk’s salary and make a corresponding increase in allowances to save payment of employers NICs


3038.2 re minute 3017.1: the Clerk advised that he had enlisted the assistance of Cllr Liz Hackett Pain in bringing pressure to bear on MH; as a result remedial work had been undertaken to Upper Redbrook road.


3038.3 re minute 3017.2: it was reported that the apparent leak of sewage at the Pump House had ceased.


3038.4 re minute 3017.3: it was reported that GCC were proposing to sell the land in Redbrook by informal tender.  Item postponed to May meeting.


3038.5 re minute 3024: it was reported that work was continuing in the creation of a Facebook page.


3038.6 re minute 3028.2: it was reported that no response had been made to the FODDC consultation on the Local development Framework Core Strategy.

3039 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

Mr Jones asked several questions about the Clerk’s terms of employment and was advised (as he was at the Annual Parish Meeting): 

· that there was a legally binding contract of employment between the council and the Clerk, thus it was not appropriate to issue tenders for the post; 

· that apart from acting as Clerk to the CWVC (which makes a financial contribution to the Parish Council for the work involved) he undertakes no work as an officer of any other council; 
· there should be an annual performance appraisal;

3040 PLANNING

3040.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
	
	LPA ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	3040.1.1
	P0699/11/FUL
Exors of estate of Mr & Mrs Plant Dcsd
	Newland: land at & adjoining Spout Farmhouse & cottage
	Construction of new vehicular access & parking areas to rear of property.
	No objection, but wish to highlight possibility of exacerbating flooding on adjacent land.

	3040.1.2
	P0703/11/LBC 

Exors of estate of Mr & Mrs Plant Dcsd 
	Newland: Spout Farm cottages
	Listed Building Consent for alterations to a boundary wall to facilitate the construction of a new vehicular access & off road parking.
	No objection.

	3040.1.3
	P0618/11/CA

Ms A Topping
	Clearwell: 1 Church Cottages, Church Road
	Conservation Area consent for the demolition of existing outbuildings.
	No objection

	3040.1.4
	P0617/11/FUL

Ms A Topping
	Clearwell: 1 Church Cottages, Church Road
	Alterations & erection of a single storey extension to dwelling to provide self-contained annexe accommodation for elderly relative.  Alteration to garden store (retrospective)
	Support application subject to no loss of off-road parking facilities.


3040.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	3040.2.1
	Clearwell: Otters Meend, the Rocks
	Erection of external timber stairs to first floor of garage and alterations to external materials
	Permitted with 3 conditions

	3040.2.2
	Coleford: Grove House, Perrygrove Road (Puzzlewood)
	Change of use of ground floor of existing dwelling to provide reception, tea room, gift shop, kitchen & toilet facilities.  Additional parking / manoeuvring area.  New toilet block & ancillary landscaping.
	Permitted with 6 conditions


3041 FINANCE 


3041.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
It was resolved to make the following payments under the authority of the Local Government & Public Involvement In Health Act 2007 and the Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-Being)(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008.

	Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value of 

cheque

£

	3041.1.1
	Roger Morgan
	Delivery of 2 issues of newsletter
	10.00
	
	10.00

	3041.1.2
	GAPTC
	Annual subscription
	198.00
	
	198.00

	3041.1.3
	M J Highton
	Internal Audit fee
	26.25
	
	26.25

	3041.1.4
	Abitech Systems Ltd
	Printer cartridges
	68.22
	13.65
	81.87

	3041.1.5
	Redbrook Village Stores Ltd
	Wine for Annual Parish Meeting
	16.00
	
	16.00

	3041.1.6
	Redbrook Contact Group
	April Round Up
	140.00
	
	140.00

	TOTALS
	458.47
	13.65
	472.12



3041.2 ACCOUNTS FOR 2010/11 – YEAR END PROCDURES


3041.2.1 The financial statement for the year was approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.


3041.2.2 It was resolved that the Accounting Statement (Section 1 of the Annual Return) be approved and that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign it.



3041.2.3 It was resolved that the Annual Governance Statement (Section 2 of the Annual Return) be approved and that the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to sign it.



3041.2.4 It was noted that the Internal Audit had been completed and was unqualified.


3041.3 PURCHASE OF FLIP CHART EASEL



It was resolved not to purchase at the present time; to be reviewed in 6 months.
3042 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY


The Clerk was asked to liaise with GH regarding the potholes in Highbury Terrace and elsewhere, as the white markings were fading.
3043 YOUTH COUNCIL

It was reported that only 2 members attended the meeting on 12th April and that they discussed the Clearwell pump track which had been given the ‘go ahead’ by the Recreation Ground Committee. 


The canoeing event – date to be agreed – would end with a barbeque in Redbrook and an informal meeting aimed at recruiting new members.  There would be a small financial contribution by those taking part.  There would be no formal meeting in May.


The YC wished to donate the cost of mementoes to be given to children attending the Royal Wedding Clearwell village event at a maximum cost of £200.  As the meeting was not quorate the Parish Council treated this as a recommendation and it was resolved to agree to the payment, however the Clerk was asked to point out that in future such requests must emanate from a quorate meeting.
3044 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Issues arising from the Annual Parish Meeting would be placed on the agenda for the first meeting of the new council; these include:

· consideration of including the newsletter within the Round Up

· level of precept from 2012/13 onwards

· review of Clerk’s workload and whether any can be transferred to members
· review of Council’s activities including grant awarding policy

· income generation

It was agreed that the new format of the meeting was a success.

3045 REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS


No reports (purdah period)
3046 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


3046.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP


Cllr Hale reported on a successful day at the Coleford Festival of Transport.

3046.2 CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS


Cllr Wheeler reported an interesting and informative meeting with the Great Western Ambulance Service and the Welsh Ambulance Service; members came from the meeting assured that liaison between the two had improved.  It was pointed out that OS grid references were particularly useful in identifying isolated properties and both services were happy to receive notification of these from householder, which would then be added to the appropriate database.



The practice of installing defibrillators at key locations was a success.


3046.3 Cllr Travers reported on a meeting of the Forest of Dean Health Forum when a guest spoke about adult social care.

3047 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


3047.1 GAPTC: ‘Planning Part 2’ free course. FODDC Offices 22/6/11 @ 1830 – 2030. 

                                           Clerk to reserve 2 places

3047.2 GAPTC: call for resolutions for AGM on 13/10/11, required by 29/7/11.  

                                           Consider at May meeting


3047.3 British Youth Council: Local Councillor Shadowing Award



      Clerk to bring to attention of Chairman of Youth Council – David Wheeler happy
                                             to participate
3048 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY












3048.1 Mark Harper MP: advice of the setting up by DEFRA of an independent panel on forestry 

                                                     policy
3049 MINOR MATTERS


3049.1 It was agreed to postpone the meeting with the Parish Plan Working group scheduled for 10 May until after the new council takes office because it was felt that it would be up to the new council to take a view on the way forward with the  plan.


3049.2 It was agreed to arrange an informal meeting of the new council at which procedures and policies would be explained and discussed.
3050 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS

3050.1 Mr Jones made comments on:
· the publication of the Annual Return on the web site [it would be published when completed following the External Audit]

· details in the council’s accounts [full details are in the accounts which would be posted on the web site]
· the fact that no mention had been made of Clearwell Recreation Ground at the meeting [there was nothing to report]
· the non-attendance without apologies of County Cllr Terry Glastonbury and District Councillor Terry Hale [Cllr Terry Hale then apologised for missing the meeting]
· his personal experience with the ambulance service
3050.2 Dr Pearson pointed out that FODDC has a contract with Biffa for collection of waste paper and asked the council to consider the implications of a suggestion that a private contractor may be appointed to collect in the parish. 
3051 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


May – to discuss Council’s position re sale of land in Redbrook by GCC


May – to discuss issues arising from the APM

June – Chief Officer GAPTC attending as guest speaker

June – newspaper contractor attending as guest speaker


October – review purchase of flip chart easel.
3052 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Final date for agenda items

	Thursday 5 May.  Parish & District Council Elections

	17 May
	1900
	Parish Council (NB NOT last Tuesday this month)
	Redbrook
	7 May

	14 June
	1800
	Youth Council (provisional)
	Clearwell
	4 June

	28 June
	1930
	Parish Council
	Clearwell
	18 June

	12 July
	1800
	Youth Council
	Clearwell
	2 July

	26 July
	1900
	Parish Council
	Newland
	16 July


The meeting closed at 2130
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