                                                                                      Newland Parish Council meeting – 25 Mar 2008
Minutes 2282– 2301
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
ON  25 MARCH 2008 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Teri Chance, Hannah Freeman, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter, David Wheeler.
2282 APOLOGIES

Marie Griffiths (holiday)
2283 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Interest

	Alan Purvis
	2290
	Owns property  which overlooks site
	Personal


2284 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 26 FEBRUARY 2008


The minutes were proposed by Terry Hale, seconded by Howard Hancocks and accepted as a true record and were signed by the Chairman
2285 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Re minute 2268.4: it was reported that no response had yet been received from the Welsh Community Councils or Monmouth Town Council and agreed that if none had been received by the April meeting the Parish Council would take the initiative and arrange an initial meeting to which they would be invited.

Re minute 2269: it was reported that it was hoped to arrange a meeting with Central Networks by the end of April.

Re minute 2271: it was reported that the response to both the Minerals and Waste Core Strategies Preferred Options had been submitted as drafted.

Re minute 2274: Terry Hale reported that Gloucestershire Highways had visited Pingry Lane to see the damage being done by the motor cycle activity in an adjacent field and that contact had been made with the landowner.


Re minute 2276.2: to report that the meeting was cancelled

2286 PUBLIC QUESTIONS


None.

2287 PLANNING

2287.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL - APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED



2287.1.1 Clearwell: Castle Farm  Church Road – management of trees  within Clearwell Conservation Area (removal of approx 30 Leylandii trees).  Council comment ratified: no objection


2287.1.2 Newland: The Coach House  Bells Old Grammar School – management of trees within Newland Conservation Area (felling one Yew tree). Council comment: no objection, but the point made concerning the principle of felling ancient trees.
2288 FINANCE


2288.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was proposed by David Wheeler seconded by Terry Hale and resolved that the following accounts be paid: 

	
	Payee
	Details
	Amount

     £
	VAT

   £
	Value of cheque £
	#

	2288.1.1
	Viking Direct
	Ink jet cartridges
	46.92
	8.21
	55.13
	1

	2288.1.2
	R Morgan
	Delivery of 4 issues of newsletters
	20.00
	
	20.00
	2

	2288.1.3
	R Crighton
	Salary
Allowances

Travel

Broadband / telephone

Renewal anti-virus protection
	957.90
52.37

17.86

23.63

39.99
	
	1091.75
	4
9

9

9

1

	2288.1.4
	MD Jenkins Printers Ltd
	Spring newsletter
	50.00
	
	50.00
	2

	2288.1.5
	Redbrook Contact Group
	April ‘Round Up’
	108.62
	
	108.62
	3

	TOTALS
	 1317.29
	8.21
	  1325.50
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111
2 – s.142
3 – s.137
4 - 112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5 
10 – Highways Act 1980, s.96


11 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
12 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

13 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

14 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    

15 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 

16 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3
17 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)


18 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3


2288.2 DRAFT ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2008


The draft accounts were circulated and indicated an overall surplus of approximately £4400 (budgeted surplus £2000).  
2288.3 GRANT TO STREET WARDEN SERVICE

It was reported that the making of a grant would provide the parish with an ‘out-of-hours’ service, and a sum of £100 was suggested by the District Council for a parish of this size.  Views were expressed about the usefulness of the service and whether or not it was purely a District Council function and responsibility.  A resolution that £100 grant be made was lost and an amended resolution passed that the Clerk should enquire of the District Council what benefit to the parish a grant of this amount would bring, whether the sum given would be spent exclusively in the parish and raising the question of insurance liability for Street Wardens when called out of hours
2289 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2289.1 LANDSLIP ON A466 AT BIGSWEIR


It was reported that the repair work was completed apart from the resurfacing of 650m of road surface which would be completed imminently.
2290 LITTLE CHEF SITE

The Clerk read a letter which had been received from the Leader of the District Council in response to the  Parish Council’s letter complaining about the lack of progress in developing the site. There was discussion about the history of the project and various reasons given over the years why nothing had been achieved, but the Chairman felt that the Parish Council must deal with the situation which currently existed.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to officers at FODDC suggesting that a cheaper scheme might be feasible which could be achieved within the existing budget and that the FODDC ask the Parish Council to become involved to work together to find a solution.  FODDC to be asked to attend a meeting to discuss.
2291 PARISH PLAN

The first draft of the Welcome Pack was presented and well received by members.  Further additions were planned although the final version would not run to more than around 15 sheets.  Further drafts would be produced with a view to finalising the pack by the end of June 2008.  It was agreed, contrary to initial thoughts, not to issue a pack to every household but simply to give them to people moving into the parish.
2292 PARISH COUNCIL 4 YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN


It was reported that there had been little progress with this project over the last month.
2293 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR BILL EVANS

Bill Evans reported that a sum of £2.3M had been ring fenced by GCC to deal with flooding issues and that 400 ‘hot spots’ had been identified of which one was the Newland culvert which had been marked for improvement as a priority with work starting in April 2008.  A sum of £110M had been agreed in principle by the EU for the UK as a whole, with the Treasury to allocate the funds.

Cold filling of potholes was generally considered unsatisfactory.


Resurfacing of the B4228 between Coleford and the Lambsquay Hotel was in the 2008/09 programme.


Sling Post Office was included in a list of 66 proposed closures in Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire with 18 outreach facilities to be provided instead.  It appeared that a mobile Post Office was the preferred option for this area if Sling Post Office closed.  It was further noted that Essex County Council were considering taking over Post Offices in that county and which scheme GCC would be urged to consider.


On the question of potholes it was agreed that the Clerk should write to Monmouth CC to advise the state of the road in Upper Redbrook and mention two accidents which had occurred recently.
2294 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ARTHUR THOMAS

Arthur Thomas reported that he had been excluded from discussion over the Little Chef site by the majority party on the FODDC, and felt that they were using specious arguments for not proceeding with the project.  The Parish Council asked that Arthur Thomas speak to the administration on the matter with the authority of the Parish Council.
2295 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR TERRY HALE

Terry Hale reported that there was space for two litter bins at Highbury Terrace and that plans had been requested to establish land ownership.  If bins were installed there the Parish Council would consider some form of screening.


It was noted that Severn Trent Water had damaged the Burial Path.  Photographs would be taken as evidence and passed to the GCC Rights of Way officer.
2296 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


2296.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP


There had been no meeting

2296.2 POLICE AND COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING


There had been no meeting

2296.3 NEWLAND ALMSHOUSES WORKING GROUP


Terry Hale reported that the Housing Officer would be visiting residents early in April to place them on the housing list.

2297 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


2297.1 Chairman of FODDC – invitation to Civic Service – Beachley Barracks 6/4/08 @ 1500.  

                                  Response by 28/3/08.  Terry Hale would be attending as a District Councillor
2297.2 FODDC – invitation to presentation on Community Land Trusts – Council Office  Coleford 

                             – 29/4/08 @ 1830 (clashes with APM and monthly meeting)

2297.3 FODDC – questionnaire re flooding response initiatives.  Clerk to complete

2298 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY

2298.1 GRCC – invitation to enter ‘Calor Village of the year’ competition

2298.2 FODDC – minutes of Parish Partnership South meeting held 24/10/07

2298.3 Standards Board for England – Factsheet ‘Personal & prejudicial interests”

2298.4 GAPTC – newsletter February 2008 (attached)

2298.5 FODDC – ‘Funding Focus’ Spring 2008 (attached)

2298.6 Redbrook Village Hall – acknowledgment of revenue grant

2298.7 Co-operative Futures – information sheet (attached)

2298.8 Wye Valley AONB – ‘Picturesque’ Spring 2008

2298.9 Wye Valley AONB Joint Advisory Committee – newsletter March 2008

2298.10 GCC – Highways newsletter Spring 2008

2298.11 Redbrook Millennium Green Trust – information regarding area of land which may be surfaced.
2299 PUBLIC COMMENT

2299.1 Mrs Adcock asked if the Parish Council might consider taking a lease over the Little Chef site from FODDC and then allow management of the car park to be undertaken by a village group.  She also suggested that the cost might be funded by a loan from the Public Works Loan Board.

2299.2 Dr Pearson said that a letter and a petition with 140 residents’ signatures had been sent to the Leader of FODDC regarding the Little Chef site and that no acknowledgment or reply had been received.  She felt that pressure must be maintained on FODDC and that if it was decided that the project was not to proceed then the Leader should attend a meeting in the village to explain why.  David Wheeler felt that it was wrong that the Parish Council had never been approached by FODDC to discuss the project and that if there was not a response from officers by the April meeting then a public meeting should be arranged.  Dr Pearson further advised that a sum of £5M had been earmarked in the FODDC budget for possible contamination on a particular site; a sum which she felt was excessive.
2300 ITEMS FOR NOTIFICATION

2300.1 It was agreed to arrange a site meeting with the contractor to look at a way of resolving the problem at Clearwell well of flood water washing away the footpath.



2300.2 It was reported that Redbrook Rover AFC were celebrating their centenary year and that it might be an idea to ask a speaker from the club to address the Parish Council.


2300.3 Neighbourhood Watch Officer attending - April
2301 DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

	Date
	Time
	Event
	Venue
	Deadline for agenda items

	29 April
	1830
	Annual Parish Meeting (APM)
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 on 15 April

	29 April
	Following APM
	Monthly Parish Council meeting
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 on 15 April

	27 May
	1900
	Annual Parish Council meeting
	Newland church
	1000 on 17 May

	24 June
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council meeting
	Redbrook Village hall
	1000 on 14 June


The meeting closed at 2050. 






Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2008
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