Newland Parish Council meeting – 25 January 2011
Minutes 2961 – 2986 

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN NEWLAND VILLAGE ROOM
ON 25 JANUARY 2011 AT 1900

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS
CRGMC Clearwell Recreation Ground Management Committee  CWVC Consortium of Wye Valley Councils  FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  
GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. 
GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils SARA Severn Area Rescue Association. (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty YC Newland Youth Council 
PRESENT


Cllrs David Wheeler (Chairman), Marie Griffiths, Terry Hale, Howard Hancocks, John James, Louise Salter.  County Councillor Terry Glastonbury and 6 members of the public.

From Central Networks: Lorraine Reddington (Customer Liaison Manager), Neil James (Restoration and Repairs Manager for Gloucestershire) and Alan Donaldson (Quality Supply Manager) 
2961 APOLOGIES


Cllrs Alan Purvis, Pam Travers.  Apologies accepted by the meeting.

District Cllr Arthur Thomas.

2962 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

	Name
	Minute
	Type
	Reason

	Cllr Salter
	2967.1.2
	Prejudicial
	Applicant

	Cllr Hale
	2967.1
	
	Member of FODDC Development Control Committee


2963 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 30 NOVEMBER 2010

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 30 November 2010 be approved; they were signed by the Chairman.
2964 MATTERS ARISING


2964.1 re minute 2941.5: it was reported that the Forestry Commission agreed that the bridge at the bottom end of Swanpool Lane should be Listed.  Clerk asked to raise the matter with Staunton Coleford Parish Council as it is in their area.
2965 REPORT BY CENTRAL NETWORKS (CN) ON UP GRADE OF SUPPLY

The representatives from CN outlined the progress so far and their plans for completing the project.  The plan for Clearwell is to provide a loop circuit which will allow feed from alternative lines in the event of a fault; overhead lines have been inspected and tree work is planned before the Spring.  The work will involve planned cuts to the supply which will be notified to residents.

The extended power failure in late December was discussed and CN advised that although the period did not qualify for compensation they would consider gestures of goodwill eg village projects; they also accepted that power cuts of 14 hours were unacceptable.  CN accepted that the system of advising callers to their 0800 number needs improving.

‘Crisis Packs’ containing basic survival equipment was available to vulnerable residents through community groups and the contents of the Home Emergency Pack were recommended for all households.

2966 PUBLIC QUESTIONS


Mr Evans requested the Council to consider following other Councils in opposing any sell off of the forest.


2967 PLANNING

2967.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
	
	LPA ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2967.1.1
	P2270/10/FUL

Mr & Mrs P Smith
	Clearwell: Otters Meend, The Rocks
	Alterations and extensions to dwelling
	No objection

	2967.1.2
	P1927/10/FUL

Mr A Salter
	Clearwell: Stank Farm,  Lower Cross
	Erection of an extension
	No objection – noted no application for Listed Building Consent

	2967.1.3
	P0037/11/TCA
Mr N Bramer
	Clearwell: Clearwell Castle, Church Road
	Management of trees within Clearwell Conservation Area
	No objection

	2967.1.4
	P0007/11/OHL

Central Networks
	Whitecliff:  Whitecliff Farm
	Application to build 100m of 3 wire 11kn line supported by H pole and transformer, and erect additional low voltage pole in highway.
	No objection



2967.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED

	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2967.2.1
	Redbrook: Lakeside,  Tinmans Green
	Retention of parking facility
	Permitted – 1 condition

	2967.2.2
	Clearwell: Tithe Barn, Castle Farm, Church Road
	Listed Building Consent for insertion of a mezzanine floor
	Permitted  – 2 conditions

	2967.2.3
	Clearwell: Otters Meend, The Rocks
	Alterations and extensions to dwelling
	Permitted – 3 conditions


2968 FINANCE 


2968.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
It was resolved to make the following payments under the authority of the Local Government & Public Involvement In Health Act 2007 and the Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-Being)(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008.

	Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value of 

cheque

£

	2968.1.1
	Information Commissioner
	Annual registration fee
	35.00
	
	35.00

	2968.1.2
	Redbrook Contact Group
	Round Up – December 2010

Round Up – August 2010
	120.00

130.00
	
	250.00

	2968.1.3
	Society of Local Council Clerks
	Annual membership fee
	118.00
	
	118.00

	2968.1.4
	R S Crighton
	Salary Oct – Jan

Allowances Oct – Jan

Travel Oct – Jan

Telephone & broadband
	2648.00

104.65

91.00

63.03
	
	2906.68

	2968.1.5
	Redbrook Village Hall
	Hire of hall
	24.00
	
	24.00

	2968.1.6
	NALC
	QS re-accreditation fee
	50.00
	10.00
	60.00

	TOTALS
	3383.68
	10.00
	3393.68



2968.2 FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR TO DATE 


It was resolved to accept the statement. 

2968.3 BUDGET FOR 2011/12


It was resolved to adopt the final draft budget (copy attached to the signed copy of these minutes)


2968.4 PRECEPT FOR 2011/12



It was resolved that the precept be set at £19400 and the Clerk was asked to submit it to FODDC.

2969 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY


2969.1 It was reported that MH would fill the potholes in Upper Redbrook Road but that they were not intending major resurfacing work.


2969.2 It was reported that GH intended a closure of A466 from 21/3/11 – 1/4/11 for a distance of 3 km north from the junction with Stowe Road for resurfacing (Clerk to advise CWVC members)

2970 WATERCOURSES AND CULVERTS


It was agreed that no areas with drainage problems had been identified (thus in response to a request by FODDC to be advised if there were any).

2971 YOUTH COUNCIL

YC Chairman Rosie Kemp reported that a revised plan for the Pump Track had been drawn up and agreed by the CRGMC.  Account had been taken of residents’ comments and the site moved as far away from properties as possible.


It was resolved that Council was unanimously in favour of the scheme and the YC would now issue an informative letter to residents inviting any comments to be addressed to the Recreation Ground Committee.


The YC meeting expressed its support for no sale off of the forest.

2972 PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN

It was agreed to hold an informal meeting on 16/2/11 at Stank Farm at 1930 to collate information.

2973 PARISH PLAN


It was agreed to hold a meeting of the Council and the Working Group on 23/2/11 in Redbrook Village Hall at 1930 to discuss ‘Planning For Real’.  GRCC to be invited.
2974 CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND


It was reported that the grant application to Community Spaces was almost complete and it was expected to be submitted before the end of January, with a decision within 12 weeks.

2975 COUNCIL TRAINING POLICY


It was resolved to adopt the policy as drafted.

2976 QUALITY STATUS REACCREDITATION


It was reported that the portfolio was  virtually complete and would be submitted in time for the next panel meeting on 8/2/11.
2977 PUBLIC BODIES BILL


It was reported that the Forestry Commission had confirmed that the only area of the Statutory Forest within the parish was Clearwell Meend and it was suggested that consideration be given to having it registered as a Village Green.


On the general issue it was agreed that nothing was certain in the proposals although concerns of what might be had been well and widely expressed.


It was resolved that “this Parish Council opposes any legislation which would result in the sale of any land within the Statutory Forest and that the Forestry Act 1981 should remain on the statute book unamended”.

2978 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERY GLASTONBURY


Cllr Glastonbury reported:

· Superfast broadband project partially jointly funded by GCC and Herefordshire Council – 80% of the forest area would be included in the trial
· Sale of GCC owned land in Redbrook

· Visits with GH to Coxbury Lane (which had been cleaned up), Cherry Orchard (blocked gully) and Kennel Farm (spring uncovered)

· GH would be undertaking pothole survey of the county, starting with A-roads

· OFSTED report on GCC Children & Young Peoples Directorate (“performing well overall”); Safeguarding Children & Young People (“inadequate”)

It was felt that early annual checks of Class 5 highways would avoid the problems of past winters

2979 REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS


Cllr Terry Hale reported on:
· The Angel Farm development in Coleford.  There had been a change of contractor which was arguing against the conditions in the planning consent requiring holding tanks to be installed in Newland Road.  It was understood that the number of spillages had already exceeded the limit imposed and the Clerk was asked to write to the LPA objecting to the application for the discharge of conditions.
· The Core Strategy was passed with only minor amendments.

No report from Cllr Arthur Thomas.

2980 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS


It was reported that the meeting on 20/1/11 with Sustrans was a good one with arguments for and against their activities well made.  The Great Western Ambulance Service and the Welsh Ambulance Service had both agreed to meet and discuss cross border liaison and they would be invited to the next meeting in March or April.

2981 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION



2981.1 Arts in Rural Gloucestershire: request for grant


2981.2 GCC: consultation on County Electoral Review.  Available at lgbce.org.uk  Closes 21/2/11


2981.3 GRCC: offer to send speaker on provision of affordable housing


2981.4 Royal British Legion: request to organise ‘Poppy Party’ 10-12/6/11 in celebration of RBL’s 
                           90th Birthday (passed to the Editor of Round Up for inclusion in next edition)

2981.5 GCC: advice of intention to sell at auction land in Redbrook adjoining the water pumping 
                           station on A466.  Clerk to collect further information.

2981.6 Wye Valley AONB: invitation to conference –Chase Hotel, Ross-on-Wye  24/2/11 
                           @ 0930 – 1600.  Cllrs Marie Griffiths and John James to attend (Cllr Louise Salter as 

                           substitute

2981.7 GAPTC: invitation to nominate individuals for consideration for attending Buckingham 
                            Palace Garden Party: 12/7/11.  Nominations close 7/3/11. Cllr John James nominated.
2982 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY


2982.1 GAPTC: newsletter Winter 2010


2982.2 Gloucestershire Highways: leaflet on ‘Making travel safer in winter’


2982.3 GCC: notice of publication of Waste Core Strategy 2012-27.  Available at
                         gloucestershire.gov.uk/wcs.  Consultation closes 7/2/11


2982.4 GCC: Community Transport Guide


2982.5 Mrs M Duberley: reply re wayleave access by Central Networks


2982.6 GRCC: invitation to public meeting on local health & social care services: 
Quedgeley Village Hall 2/2/11 @ 1800

2983 MINOR MATTERS


It was agreed to invite the same groups to the Annual Parish Meeting on 19/4/11 as last year, including the YC, and to provide refreshments.
2984 CLERKS BRIEFING

The Clerk outlined the major points in the Localism Bill as they may affect the Parish Council.
2985 PUBLIC COMMENT

Mrs Adcock commented on the continuing presence of a large crane on a property to the rear of hers and asked if it was there contrary to planning permission.  The Clerk was asked to make enquiries.

2986 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Final date for agenda items

	8 Feb
	1800
	Youth Council
	Redbrook
	28 Jan

	22 Feb
	1900
	Parish Council
	Redbrook
	12 Feb

	8 Mar
	1800
	Youth Council
	Clearwell
	28 Feb

	29 Mar
	1900
	Parish Council
	Clearwell
	21 Mar

	12 Apr
	1800
	Youth Council
	Clearwell
	2 Apr

	19 Apr
	1900
	Annual Parish Meeting
	Clearwell
	9 Apr

	26 Apr
	1900
	Parish Council
	Newland
	16 Apr

	Thursday 5 May.  Parish & District Council Elections

	10 May
	1800
	Annual Youth Council Meeting
	Redbrook
	1 May

	17 May
	1900
	Parish Council (NB NOT last Tuesday this month)
	Redbrook
	7 May


The meeting closed at 2210
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