                                                                                   Newland Parish Council meeting –
 24 November 2009

Minutes 2686–2710 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
ON 24 NOVEMBER 2009 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS
EA  Environment Agency. FC  Forestry Commission.  FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  
GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways
PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Marie Griffiths, Howard Hancocks, Louise Salter, Pamela Travers, David Wheeler. 
2686 APOLOGIES
Hannah Freeman, Terry Hale, Alan Purvis.  Apologies accepted by the meeting
2687 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None 
2688 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 27 OCTOBER 2009
It was resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record; they were signed by the Chairman:
2689 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES MEETING OF 27 OCTOBER 2009

2689.1 re minute 2665.4: it was noted that no reply had been received from Mr Thomas, however he 

                       had indicated that he would prefer any donation to go to “a better cause”.

2689.2 re minute 2667.3.1: it was reported that revised quotations were awaited for work on the

                       Clearwell Cross bollards


2689.3 re minute 2669.2: it was reported that the dog waste bin had been delivered and the Clerk would 

                       arrange for its installation

2689.4 re minute 2671: it was reported that the new web site was under construction and would
                       go live by January.

2690 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD  10 NOVEMBER 2009


Subject to the following amendments, it was resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record; they were signed by the Chairman:

· In the heading, delete the word “EXTRAORDINARY”,
· After the heading insert “The press and public were excluded from the meeting in view of the confidential nature of the business being discussed”

2691 MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 10 NOVEMBER 2009


It was reported that the Chairman of Newland Village Room committee had advised that they would be responding to the Council’s letter, that none of the committee were available to attend this meeting and that there was an open invitation to members to visit the room to see what had been achieved.
2692 PUBLIC QUESTIONS


2692.1 Mr Evans queried whether the meeting of 10 November had been advertised and was advised that it had.

2692.2 Dr Pearson questioned minute 2666.1 in the light of the decision taken at the meeting on 10 November concerning the grant to Newland Village Room.  This minute could be read to mean that a decision would not be taken until January.  Minute 2668.2 conflicted with this in stating that the decision would be made by that time.  
2693 PLANNING

2693.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2693.1.1
	P1849/09//FUL
Mr R Powell
	Newland: The Dower House
	Alterations and repairs to dwelling
	No objection. 

	2693.1.2
	P1850/09//LBC
Mr R Powell
	Newland: The Dower House
	Alterations and repairs to listed building
	No objection. 

	2693.1.3
	P1977/09/COU

Mr A Wallace

	Stowe Green: Travellers Rest
	Change of use of existing ground floor public house to create two flats with ancillary works
	Objection as contrary to Local Plan which seeks to encourage facilities to support tourism, recreation & leisure.  Suggest it is marketed as a public house for further period.


2694 FINANCE

2694.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
It was resolved to make the following payments:

	Ref
	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	VAT
	Value of cheque
	#

	2694.1.1
	Glasdon UK Ltd
	Dog waste bin 

	234.92
	35.23
	270.15
	21

	2694.1.2
	Redbrook Contact Group
	December Round Up
	121.39
	
	121.39
	3

	
	
	TOTALS
	356.31
	35.23
	391.54
	


# Authorities for payments (Local Govt Act 1972 unless otherwise stated): 
 

1 - s.111

2 – s.142(2A)
3 – s.137
4 – s.112(2)
5 - s.143 
6 –s.134(4)
7 – s.124(1)

8 – s.133
9 – s.145            10 – s.136
11 – Highways Act 1980, s.96        12 – LGA 2000 s.49(1)
  
13 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.3 14 – Local Govt Act 1894, s.8(4)
       15 – Parish Council Act 1957, s.1

16 - Local Authorities (Members Allowance) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2004 no 2596

17 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s.19(3)    

18 - Local Govt (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1953, s.4 19 – War Memorials (Local Authority Powers) Act 1923 ss 1&3  
20 – Highways Act 1980, ss 43,50  21 – Litter Act 1983 ss.5,6  22 – Highways Act 1950 ss 43,50 23 - Local Govt (Financial Provisions) Act 1963, s.5

2694.2 BUDGET 2010/2011


The Clerk presented the second draft budget.  It was agreed that there was a need to replenish reserves and that any funding for a Youth Council could come from a specific reserve which was no longer required. 
2695 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2695.1 NEWLAND FLOODING ISSUES


A report on the situation at the bridge from GH was presented.


2695.2 CLEARWELL FOOTWAY AND KERBING REPAIRS



 A report from GH reiterated that the repairs were not high priority.  The Clerk was asked to advise GH again that work on the footway outside the school was still not completed.

2695.3 REDBROOK RAILWAY BRIDGE



Discussion centred around the proposed Wye Valley cycle way proposed by Sustrans; the effects of parking if it were completed and structural problems with the bridge.  It was confirmed that the bridge is jointly owned by GCC and MCC and is Grade II listed.
2696 LITTLE CHEF SITE CAR PARK DEVELOPMENT


A written report by Terry Hale reported that it was hoped that an existing drain would satisfy the current objection raised by the EA.
2697 PARISH PLAN

2697.1 It was reported that the FODDC Housing Officer had advised that there probably was a shortage of supply of affordable housing; but it was known that no exception sites had been identified.


2697.2 It was reported that GCC advised that there was no budget for bus shelters in the current year and it was not known if there would be any funds in 2010/11.  The Council was recommended to contact GCC again in March 2010 and to think carefully about the demand for a shelter.  Current GCC contributions are £2000.  The Clerk was asked to get guide prices for various types of shelter.

2697.3 The joint meeting between the Council and the Working Group to undertake a full review of the Parish Plan was to be held in Clearwell Memorial Hall on 2 February 2010 at 2000.

2698 PARISH EMERGENCY PLAN


It was reported that the paperwork had been sent to David Wheeler, Terry Hale and Louise Salter, and emphasised that it was expected that they would co-ordinate efforts in their village; they were not expected to undertake the work single handed.  

2699 THE POWER OF WELL-BEING


It was agreed to move towards acquiring the right to use this power.  The Clerk would undertake Councillor’s training and draft the Community Sustainable Strategy; these being the final two criteria to be fulfilled before self certification.

2700 CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND


It was agreed in principle to take over ownership of the land if so requested by the committee, subject to the Council being satisfied on all legal issues, eg who the managing trustees were and the liabilities and responsibilities of all parties involved.  It was likely that legal advice would need to be sought and it was recognised that the arrangement involved an ongoing financial commitment on behalf of the Council.
2701 JUNIOR PARISH COUNCIL


It was reported that a flyer had been drafted by two youngsters in Redbrook.  This would be suitably amended and include the dates of meetings to establish interest in the project, and be circulated to all households in the parish in January. 
2702 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY

Terry Glastonbury reported on:
· A meeting between GH and the EA at Swanpool following which a report stated that a culvert was not an option; cheaper options were being sought but that a better alternative may be to improve the road from Cherry Orchard to Staunton.
· The use to which the GCC £2.3M flooding levy had been put.  A total fund of £6.2M had been created of which £5.5M had been spent. Unused funds had been ring-fenced.
2703 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

A written report from Terry Hale was presented which clarified a query with the Stowfield Quarry planning application.
2704 REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

2704.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



John James reported attending the AGM


2704.2 GCC ANNUAL HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT SEMINAR



John James reporting attending the seminar which was in a new format.  He had passed information to the Clerk on snow gritting and HGV routes.


2704.3 CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS


It was reported that an officer at MCC had offered to arrange a meeting of all parties involved to discuss cross border emergency services liaison.

2704.4 BELLS FOUNDATION



David Wheeler reported attending a meeting at which a number of educational awards were made.

2705 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


2705.1 GAPTC – training programme for 2010.  Please advise the Clerk if you wish to attend.
2706 MINOR MATTERS


None.

2707 PUBLIC COMMENT

2707.1 Mr Evans asked if the Council was aware that if a village hall did not have a proper constitution or management committee that it was the Council’s responsibility to take it over.  The Clerk was asked to check the legal situation.

2707.2 Dr Pearson said that the public will realise, when the figures are published, that approximately 50% of the precept is spent on administration.

2708 CLERK’S BRIEFING


There was short presentation on the powers and duties of Parish Councils. 
2709 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


January – finalisation of budget and precept agreed


January -  to consider a donation as a result of the request in minute 2689.1
2710 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Agenda items by:

	25 Jan
	1800
	Clearwell Quarry Liaison Group
	Wyndham Arms Hotel, Clearwell
	1000 on 15 Jan

	26 Jan
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	1000 on 16 Jan

	   #
	1900
	Power of Well-Being Councillor training
	tba
	

	  ##
	    ##
	Youth Council meetings
	Clearwell (tba)

Redbrook (tba)
	

	2 Feb
	1930
	Parish Plan Working Group review meeting
	Clearwell Memorial Hall
	

	23 Feb
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council
	Newland Village Room
	1000 on 13 Feb

	30 Mar
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 on 20 Mar


# Jan12 or 19 or Feb 9 or 16 (to be confirmed)
## Dates and venues to be confirmed

The meeting closed at 2100
Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2009
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