                                                                                   Newland Parish Council meeting –
 23 February 2010
Minutes 2735–2757 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN NEWLAND VILAGE ROOM 
ON 23 FEBRUARY 2010 AT 1900
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS
FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  
GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council.  

SARA Severn Area Rescue Association. (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils
PRESENT


John James (Chairman), Hannah Freeman, Marie Griffiths, Howard Hancocks, Alan Purvis (until 2045), Louise Salter, Pamela Travers, David Wheeler (from 1930). 
2735 APOLOGIES
Terry Hale; apology accepted by the meeting. District Councillor Arthur Thomas.
2736 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following interests were declared and those concerned observed the requirements of the Code of Conduct1 or Local Government Act 19722:
	Name
	Minute
	Reason
	Interest

	Richard Crighton2
	2744.2
	Member of applicant organisation
	Pecuniary


2737 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD 26 JANUARY 2010
It was resolved that the minutes be accepted as a true record; they were signed by the Chairman.
2738 MATTERS ARISING 

2738.1 re minute 2719.1.1: it was reported that the grit bin in Savage Hill had not been replenished 


2738.2 re minute 2719.1.2: it was reported that GH had confirmed they had adopted Tinmans Green.  

                       This prompted a query as to whether grass cutting was on their schedule.

2738.3 re minute 2719.5: it was reported that no reply had been received from GH
2739 PUBLIC QUESTIONS


2739.1 Roger Morgan read a letter addressed to the Parish Council in support of Newland Village Room.

2739.2 There were several questions from the public concerning the application by Newland Village

                       room for a grant of £5000, including one to which the Clerk confirmed that should the Council 

                       agree to the request, funds were available to pay it.

[David Wheeler joined the meeting]


2739.3 Questions were asked and answered on the proposal to form a Youth Council,  
                        particularly in respect of the level of control which would be exercised by the Parish Council over

                        its activities and finances.


2739.4 In reply to a question concerning the Edward Bell Almshouse Fund it was reported that the

                        trustees had not yet met.
2740 PLANNING

2740.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	2740.1.1
	P0257/10/TCA
Rev F Topping
	Clearwell: Lamb Cottage
	Management of trees in Clearwell Conservation Area (removal of 1 Sycamore tree)
	No objection 

	2740.1.2
	P0260/10/LBC
Mr A Burnell & Mrs A Charlton
	Clearwell: North Lodge, Church Road
	Listed Building Consent for internal alterations and installation of 3 conservation roof lights
	No objection



2740.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS DETERMINED
	
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	2740.2.1
	Newland: 6 Laundry Lane
	Conversion of existing outbuilding to residential accommodation.
	Permitted with 7 conditions.


2741 FINANCE


2741.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
It was resolved to make the following payments under the authority of the Local Government & Public Involvement In Health Act 2007 and the Parish Councils (Power to Promote Well-Being)(Prescribed Conditions) Order 2008:
	Ref
	Payee
	Details
	Amount
	VAT
	Value of cheque

	2741.1.1
	Redbrook Village Trust
	Grant
	50.00
	
	50.00

	2741.1.2
	Merlin Waste Control Specialists Ltd
	Dog waste collection - January
	15.72
	2.76
	18.48

	2741.1.3
	Abitech Systems Ltd
	Printer cartridges
	15.27
	2.67
	17.94

	2741.1.4
	Viking Direct
	Stationary
	54.95
	9.62
	64.57

	2741.1.5
	Redbrook Contact Group
	February Round Up
	127.74
	
	127.74

	TOTALS
	263.68
	15.05
	278.73


2742 HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY

2742.1 SALT / GRIT BINS



It was agreed to review all such bins throughout the parish in time to effect any required additions by next winter.

2742.2 FLY TIPPING – SWANPOOL LAY-BY



There was some doubt over ownership of the lay-by (private or GH); in any event the Clerk was asked to bring the problem to the attention of the FODDC Street Wardens.

2742.3 OVERGROWTH OF FOOTPATH – A466 REDBROOK



It was believed that the bank (on the east side of the A466 to the south of the Newland Road) belonged to GH; the Clerk was asked to check and if that was the case to ask that the vegetation be cut back
2743 LITTLE CHEF CAR PARK


It was reported that the scheme had been approved by FODDC – contract price £108331, with some funding being vired from the Social Housing budget. Work was likely to start shortly and be completed by May.  The Parish Council contribution of £5000 would be required in due course. 

2744 CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND

2744.1 REPORT BY CHAIRMAN OF MEETING OF RECREATION GROUND MANAGING

                       COMMITTEE



The Chairman reported that the adopted constitution had been circulated to members and he drew their attention to the clauses which related to the Council’s obligations if appointed Custodian Trustee.  He reported that there was good support on the committee including some parents of young children who might use the facility.


2744.2 CUSTODIAN TRUSTEE



It was resolved that the Parish Council agree to be appointed Custodian Trustee.


2744.3 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE



It was resolved that Alan Purvis be appointed the Council’s representative on the Managing Committee.

2745 YOUTH COUNCIL

It was reported that meetings had been held in Clearwell and Redbrook each of which were attended by 2 young people. It was understood that there were a further 6 interested but who were unable to attend.  It was agreed to hold a meeting in Newland to which all those who had shown an interest would be invited, to enable them to meet each other and for the council to give some initial instruction and guidance on how the council might operate.  There were legal and technical points to be resolved including the matter of CRB checks, data protection, youth ‘electoral role’.

2746 PARISH PLAN


It was agreed to hold a joint meeting with the Working Group on Tuesday 9 March – venue to be arranged.
2747 THE 4 YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN


It was reported that there had been a small amount of progress since last month.

2748 COUNCILLOR SURGERIES

It was agreed to arrange these on a trial basis in the three villages on the following dates, subject to the village halls being available: 24 April, 8 May and 15 May from 1000 until 1130.  Details of Councillor attendance to be agreed when venues confirmed. Surgeries to be included in the next newsletter to be issued at the end of March.
2749 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR TERRY GLASTONBURY

No report. 
2750 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

No reports.

2751 REPORT FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

2751.1 COLEFORD AREA PARTNERSHIP



The Chairman presented Terry Hale’s report in which he advised that The Place in Coleford was now open and with library opening hours agreed after public consultation.


2751.2 POLICE & COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING



Terry Hale had forwarded a written report with details of the crime figures which showed reductions in most areas but an increase in burglary.  A Closure Order had been issued by the courts on a ‘crack house’ in Coleford.

2751.3 CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS


David Wheeler reported a meeting with MCC Emergency Services which only Gwent police attended.  It transpired that it was the Welsh Ambulance Service and the Great Western Ambulance Trust which were causing the problems with cross border liaison. An attempt would be made to arrange a meeting in Gloucester with the two ambulance service.


It was reported that there had been a further meeting of member councils at which concerns had been expressed about work on Bigsweir bridge and the condition of the Bigsweir bridge Toll House.  It had been noted that the consortium was the only body, apart from the WVAONB which could express views on common issues from both sides of the river.

2752 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


2752.1 GAPTC – Buckingham Palace Garden Party 20/7/10: Chairman and Mrs James nominated

2752.2 Time & Place – request for grant funding.  Resolved to review all grant beneficiaries in June

2752.3 GAPTC – training courses: 17 May -  Staff Appraisals/Grievance procedures





                 17 June – Chairmanship skills

      




    15 July – Being A Good Councillor

[Alan Purvis left the meeting]
2753 MINOR MATTERS


2753.1 Revised Standing Orders – agreed that the Chairman, Marie Griffiths and Hannah Freeman

                         would review the existing and revised models and recommend the way forward. 
2754 PUBLIC COMMENT

2754.1 It was reported that there were problems with residents in Tinmans Green putting refuse out for 
                        collection the night before with resulting damage to sacks and litter being deposited.


2754.2 It was reported that there was a significant problem with dog fouling in Tinmans Green; the 
                        matter would be reported to FODDC Street Wardens by the Clerk.


2754.3 It was reported that the dog waste bin destined for Savage Hill had not been installed; the Clerk 
                        advised that it had been delivered and would be installed within 2 weeks.  It was also agreed to

                        investigate the provision of plastic bags for use by dog owners.

2754.4 It was reported that an drain under the Burial Path was broken resulting in the surface being 
                        eroded; the Clerk was asked to write to GH.


2754.5 A letter from Dr Pearson was read out as agreed at the February meeting.
2755 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


2755.1 GUEST SPEAKERS


Members were asked to suggest guest speakers for meetings.  Those immediately springing to mind were: GRCC, SARA, WVAONB, GAPTC.


2755.2 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING



Once again invitations would be extended to the Annual Parish Meeting to parish groups and organisations and those which received grants from the Parish Council.


June – review grit / salt bins


July – review all grant beneficiaries
2756 DATES
	Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Agenda items by

	Office closed March 15 - 22

	Tues 30 Mar
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council
	Redbrook Village Hall
	1000 Fri 12 Mar

	Tues 27 Apr
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council
	Monthly Parish Council
	1000 Mon 19 Apr

	Tues 25 May
	1900
	Monthly Parish Council
	Newland Village Room
	1000 Mon 17 May


2757 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

It was reported that Brian Adcock was dealing with this matter but that the application may carry more weight if submitted by the Parish Council.
The meeting closed at 2110
Signed……………………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2009
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