Consortium of Wye Valley Councils meeting – 21 October 2010
Minutes 82- 92

CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN CLEARWELL MEMORIAL HALL 

ON THURSDAY 21 OCTOBER 2010 AT 1955
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the consortium]

ABBREVIATIONS

	AONB
	Wye Valley AONB
	
	MCC
	Monmouthshire County Council

	DD
	David Davies MP
	
	MCH 
	Monmouthshire County Highways

	FC(W)
	Forestry Commission (Wales)
	
	MH
	Mark Harper MP

	FODDC
	Forest of Dean District Council
	
	NPC
	Newland Parish Council

	GCC
	Gloucestershire County Council
	
	SBPC
	St Briavels Parish Council

	GCH
	Gloucestershire County Highways
	
	TCC
	Tintern Community Council

	GWAS
	Great Western Ambulance Service
	
	TUCC
	Trellech United Community Council

	HBPC
	Hewelsfield & Brockweir Parish Council
	
	WAS
	Welsh Ambulance Service

	
	
	
	WT
	Woodland Trust


PRESENT

Cllrs David Wheeler (Chairman), Bob Dagger (TUCC). Janet Saunders (TCC), Marie Griffiths (NPC).

Richard Crighton (Clerk)

82 APOLOGIES
David Slater (SBPC), Ashley Thomas (TUCC), Ann Webb (MCC), Jonathon Williams (TCC) 
83 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
84 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 16 FEBRUARY 2010
Minutes accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

85 MATTERS ARISING


85.1 re minute 72: Cllr Wheeler explained that it was a breakdown in communications within GCH which led to the confusion during the closure of the A466 at the start of the year.

86 CROSS BORDER EMERGENCY LIAISON


The Clerk reported correspondence from both MPs which indicated that the GWAS and the WAS did have cross border reciprocal arrangements in place.  The Clerk was asked to contact DD to see if he had received a response to his letter to GWAS.  It was considered that the placing of paramedics around the area was leading to quicker response times.
87 HIGHWAYS


87.1 Cllr Wheeler reported that he had attended a public meeting held by MCH prior to the major works on Monmouth bridge.  It was agreed the Clerk should write to the officer thanking him for the way in which the traffic had been managed during the work.


87.2 It was noted that work on Bigsweir bridge was scheduled to start on 8/11/10 and continue until March 2011.  Signage would be important particularly in view of the fact that the road would remain open to all but vehicles over 7.5 ton.

88 BIGSWEIR TOLLHOUSE

It was reported that it appeared there had been no action.  The Clerk was asked to contact Simon Robertson (MCC Conservation Officer) for a report.

89 OFFAS DYKE & LOWER WYE VALLEY

It was reported that the AONB had applied for these sites to be included as World Heritage Sites and the Clerk was asked to enquire of the AONB what the benefits would be if they were so designated.

90 ‘URBANISATION’ OF THE WYE VALLEY

The view was expressed that recent developments in the Wye Valley (eg Redbrook car park and some projects undertaken through the ‘Overlooking The Wye’ project) were inappropriate in the valley and more suited to urban areas.  Concern was also expressed about proposals by Sustrans to create cycle ways which were hard surfaced and required fencing.  Members were well aware of the current issues with Sustrans and their proposals for developments between Chepstow and Tintern.
It was very clear that Sustrans’ proposals were emotive issues which generated strong feeling both for and against and which divided communities.  To this end it was agreed that at the next meeting of the consortium member councils would be asked to bring with them speakers on both sides of the Sustrans arguments for a full and frank discussion.
91 CORRESPONDENCE

Letters of resignation from the consortium had been received from Tidenham Parish and St Arvans Community Councils.
92 DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING
Provisionally 20 January at Llandogo Millennium Hall

The meeting closed at 2100
.......................................................... Chairman ......................./.........../2010
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