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Councillor surgeries

There will be opportunities for you to meet your Councillors on a one-to-one basis as we trial surgeries.  Please come to:

· Redbrook Village Hall on Saturday 24 April, or

· Clearwell Memorial Hall on Saturday 8 May, or

· Newland Village Room on Saturday 15 May

between 10:00 and 11:30.

Just turn up – no appointment needed, and have a chat about anything which may be of concern or interest to you.  If these prove popular enough we will arrange some more later in the year.

Web site (www.newlandparishcouncil.gov.uk)
The web site has been completely redesigned.  If you are involved in any group or business, please check that the details are correct, or if we have omitted you, send details to the Clerk.  Also let us know of any forthcoming event you would like included in the Events diary.

Parish Plan

The Parish Plan was published towards the end of 2007 and contained a range of policies which emerged from public consultation.  Very considerable progress has been made with developing those policies and, as was always the intention, the plan is currently being revised to take account of progress made, changing priorities and emerging issues.  The revised plan will be available on the web site and in hard copy shortly; if you do not have internet access and would like a copy please contact the Clerk.

Parish Council budget 2010/11
The budget for the next financial year was agreed at the January meeting.  The Council, having committed £5000 to the Little Chef car park in Redbrook, had run down its reserves to an unacceptably low level.  It has therefore been necessary to replenish them and to achieve this the Council agreed to increase the precept to £19000. In practical terms this means the Parish Council element of the Council Tax will increase by approximately £10.30 / year for a Band D property.
	2009/10 YEAR END (estimated)
	HEADING
	2010/11

BUDGET
	% change

	14790
	Precept
	19000
	+28.4

	3346
	Other Income
	1300
	-61.1

	18136
	TOTAL INCOME
	20300
	+11.9

	
	
	
	

	10841
	Staff and admin costs
	11166
	+3.0

	8215
	Services
	4845
	-41.0

	5000
	Major projects
	1000
	-80.0

	509
	Capital expenditure
	0
	

	24565
	TOTAL EXPENDITURE
	17011
	-30.8

	0
	Transfers to reserves
	3289
	

	-6429
	OVERALL SURPLUS / DEFICIT
	0
	


Consortium of Wye Valley Councils

A consortium of councils bordering the River Wye was created about 15 months ago as an initiative of Newland Parish Council.  The primary reason for its creation was to tackle the problems caused by closures of the A466 between Monmouth and Chepstow – to try and identify causes, to discuss problems with landowners and to ensure greater liaison between the councils and the highway authorities on both sides of the river.

The membership comprises Newland, St Briavels and Tidenham Parish Councils and St Arvans, Tintern and Trellech United Community Councils.

We do now have in place an information dissemination procedure for use when any event causes disruption to the road network – if you would like to be added to the list please send your e-mail address to the Clerk.

Another major issue is the apparent lack of liaison between the emergency services in Gloucestershire and Monmouthshire and in February we met with senior members of the Monmouthshire emergency services to put our case.  We intend meeting with their counterparts in Gloucestershire very shortly.  What we are seeking ultimately is agreement between ‘both sides’ to ensure a quality service to our area, from whichever authority assumes responsibility. 
Clearwell Recreation ground

Clearwell Recreation ground was sold in 1933 to be ‘owned’ by named trustees for the benefit of the parish.  It has been a continuing problem that when one of the trustees is no longer able to fulfil his role a replacement has to be found.  Follow2ing an approach by the Recreation Ground committee the Parish Council has agreed to be appointed Custodian Trustee.  This means that the council as a corporate body will be the legal owner on behalf of the parish, while the Managing Committee will be responsible for managing the area and for fund raising.  The terms upon which the land was acquired means that it must for ever be retained as a recreational area, and so can never be developed.
Youth Council (YC)
Two exploratory meetings were held during February and were attended by 4 young people (heavy snow probably affected attendance at one of them), and it is understood that a further 6 are interested.  If the YC is created it will run along similar lines to the Parish Council and guidance and mentoring will be provided by Councillors and the Clerk.  Membership is open to any resident of the parish aged 13 to 18 inclusive; members will elect from among themselves a Chairman and Secretary; they have been allocated a budget from the Parish Council and – within reason – it will be up to the YC to decide how it is spent for the benefit of young residents.

Household recycling centre

Revised opening hours are 0900-1815 every day except Christmas Day

Report dog fouling anonymously to the District Council Street Wardens on 
01594 812264

Parish Council meetings

All start at 1900 – you are most welcome to attend.
30 March – Redbrook Village hall

27 April – Clearwell Memorial Hall
25 May – Newland Village Room (after Annual Parish 

               meeting which will start at 1830) 
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Councillors


John James (Chairman)            (01594 837992  


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:horoligist@yahoo.co.uk" ��horoligist@yahoo.co.uk�


Terry Hale (Vice Chairman)       (01594 833508  


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:terry@terryhale.wanadoo.co.uk" ��terry@terryhale.wanadoo.co.uk�


Hannah Freeman                      (01600 719826 


E: hannahrfree@tiscali.co.uk 


Marie Griffiths                          (01600 772430 


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:marie@glynfarm.com" ��marie@glynfarm.com�


Howard Hancocks                     (01600 715885  


E: h� HYPERLINK "mailto:hancockssky.com@sky.com" ��hancockssky.com@sky.com�


Louise Salter			     (01594 832203 


E: louise@stankfarmholidays.co.uk


Alan Purvis			     (01600 715620


E: purvisnpurvis@hotmail.co.uk


Pam Travers			     (01594 836220


E:pampete.travers@tiscali.co.uk 


David Wheeler         		     (01600 716281  


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:daj.wheeler@btinternet.com" ��daj.wheeler@btinternet.com�





Clerk


Richard Crighton                      (01594 836454


E: newlandpc@btinternet.com














