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Parish Council budget 2009/10 – precept increase well below inflation
The Parish Council set its budget for 2009/10 in January and will be precepting the District Council for £14790.  This is the sum which forms part of the Council Tax and which, when added to other income, the Council needs to provide it’s service to you its residents.
When setting the budget the council was very aware that many people are facing financially tough times in the general downturn in the economy.  Consequently members looked even more closely at every aspect of the council’s planned expenditure and as a result have managed to keep the increase in the precept to 2% over the current year – significantly below inflation.
During the ‘good years’ we managed to accumulate some surplus funds to meet unexpected expenditure and to draw on in harder times, and although some surplus funds will remain at the end of next year they will eventually become exhausted and so we cannot continue to rely on them indefinitely. 
So where does your money go?

By far the greatest expenditure (as with all such organisations) is on administration – which includes staff costs, postage, telephone, printing, hire of halls for meetings, insurance, audit, web-site and training – a total of £10800.  We have earmarked £2500 to refurbish the bollards around Clearwell Cross but will defer this unless the County Council agree to meet the cost. We have pledged £5000 towards the completion of the car park on the Little Chef site in Redbrook – a much needed and long awaited village facility which will greatly enhance that part of the Wye Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
We traditionally award grants of £600 to each of the halls in the three villages and make donations ranging from £60 to £175 to around a dozen organisations in the district and county which benefit residents of the parish.  We also make a grant of £700 towards the cost of producing the News and Views Round Up newsletter which is published bi-monthly, and a sum of £100 is granted to the District Council to provide an ‘out-of-hours’ service from the Street Wardens.  The total of all these grants for next year is set at £3735.

The budget summary is thus:
Income –
 precept

 £14790
               
 other income
 £  1100
£15890
Expenditure – administration
 £10809



  grants

 £  3735



  Clearwell Cross
 £  2500



  Redbrook car park £  5000
£22044
Deficit (which will be

taken from accumulated reserves)

£  6154
The precept of £14790 equates to a charge for a Band D property of £36.16/year (less than 10p/day).
And in the future?  Who knows?  
Three things are for certain: (a) that our surplus will be depleted, (b) that we will continue to monitor our expenditure very closely and (c) that we will endeavour to raise funds from outside sources – particularly for capital projects. 
Advice during the recession  
There is a host of advice available on the County Council website at: www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/recession
Freedom of Information
Every local authority has been obliged to adopt a revised publication scheme under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 with effect 31 December 2008.  Newland Parish Council adopted the new scheme at their meeting on 2 December and it is available on our web-site, or in hard copy form from the Clerk.
The scheme details what information is available from the Parish Council and how that information can be obtained.  Examples of what is available are:
· Councillors and Clerk name, and contact details

· Accounts, audit reports, grants given and received
· Asset register

· Parish Plan

· Annual report

· Meetings agendas, minutes and timetable

· Responses to consultations and planning applications

· Procedures

· Code of Conduct

· Complaints procedure
· Councillors’ Register of Interests

Parish Council meetings

All start at 1900 – you are most welcome to attend.
24 February – Clearwell Memorial Hall

31 March – Redbrook Village hall

28 April – Clearwell Memorial Hall 

The Annual Parish Meeting this year will be held on 26 May in Newland church at 1830.

Newland Parish Council


�


Budget special newsletter


www.newland-pc.org.uk





Councillors


John James (Chairman)            (01594 837992  


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:horoligist@yahoo.co.uk" ��horoligist@yahoo.co.uk�


Terry Hale (Vice Chairman)       (01594 833508  


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:terry@terryhale.wanadoo.co.uk" ��terry@terryhale.wanadoo.co.uk�


Hannah Freeman                      (01600 719826 


E: hannahrfree@tiscali.co.uk 


Marie Griffiths                          (01600 772430 


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:marie@glynfarm.com" ��marie@glynfarm.com�


Howard Hancocks                     (01600 715885  


E: h� HYPERLINK "mailto:hancockssky.com@sky.com" ��hancockssky.com@sky.com�


Louise Salter			     (01594 832203 


E: louise@stankfarmholidays.co.uk


Alan Purvis			     (01600 715620


Pam Travers			     (01594 836220


E:pampete.travers@tiscali.co.uk 


David Wheeler         		     (01600 716281  


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:daj.wheeler@btinternet.com" ��daj.wheeler@btinternet.com�





Clerk


Richard Crighton                      (01594 836454


E: newland.pc@virgin.net














