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Annual report of the Council
PARISH PLAN

Progress continued to be made with the implementation of the Parish Plan with the following policies* complete or about to be completed: EN1, EN2, EN10, EN12, RD3, EL3, CM1, CM3 & CM8.  

Progress has been made with the following:  EN4, RD1, RD2, SV2, CS1, CM6, OT1, SY1.  The following have been dropped from the Plan: HS1, CS2, CS3.

Our thanks go to those on the Working Group who recommend to the Parish Council which elements of the plan should be addressed next.

The Council was successful in its bid for a grant of £2000 to implement certain projects which emerged from the Parish Plan.

* please refer to your copy of the Parish Plan for details. 

HIGHWAYS

The Council continued to work closely with County Highways to enhance the Clearwell school safety zone signage, highlight the problems of flooding on the road between Cherry Orchard and Upper Redbrook, and to address the problems of drainage in Church Street Clearwell.

PLANNING

The Council responded to each one of the 45 planning applications submitted.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

· a commitment of £5000 towards the project to construct a car park on the Little Chef site in Redbrook – a long awaited and much needed facility

· the provision of a facility in Highbury Terrace Redbrook  to store refuse awaiting collection

· liaison with Clearwell Quarry to discuss restoration of the quarry and the recent planning application

· drawing up a Community Emergency Plan 

· repairs to the footpath at Clearwell well

· regular meetings with Central Networks throughout the upgrading of the supply to the parish (due for completion in 2011)

· the first annual parish walk

· continued training for councillors

· the formation of a consortium of parish, community and town councils in England and Wales bordering the River Wye to address the problems of landslips and road closures on the A466 between Monmouth and Chepstow.  Nine councils are now involved in this initiative.

The council also considered the formation of a Neighbourhood Watch scheme, but there were no volunteers to act as co-ordinators and also decided not to proceed with becoming involved in the Lorry Watch scheme.
GRANTS

The Council continued its financial support to groups and organisations within and outside the parish which it considers provide benefit to residents.  
FINANCE – SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR TO 
                 31 MARCH 2009
	2007/08
	
	2008/09

	£
	INCOME
	£

	16105
	Precept
	14500

	913
	Interest
	697

	2150
	Other
	2116

	19168
	TOTAL
	17313

	
	EXPENDITURE
	

	5450
	Staff costs
	7105

	1135
	Office costs
	1196

	1522
	Other admin costs
	1480

	1431
	Parish Plan
	0

	0
	Highways
	1868

	3728
	Grants
	4066

	1216
	Election 
	16

	0
	Capital expenditure
	463

	0
	Special projects
	1792

	67
	VAT to be recovered
	654

	14549
	TOTAL
	18640

	4619
	SURPLUS / (DEFICIT)
	 (1327)


A full set of accounts is on our web site.

REPRESENTATION

The Parish Council is represented on 11 outside bodies and the Clerk is a committee member of the Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils, undertakes mentoring for clerks working towards their professional qualification, is a member of the county Quality Status accreditation panel and undertakes audits for other councils.

THE 4 YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN

On 30 October 2007 the council adopted its first four year development strategy which evolved from the Parish Plan policy which sought to “improve the effectiveness of the Parish Council”.  The following policies are either partially or fully completed:

· Drawing up a parish emergency plan

· Compiling a communications tree to disseminate information rapidly

· Renewal of the Clearwell notice board

· Inviting guest speakers to meetings

· Producing an Information Pack for new residents

· Introducing the annual parish walk
Of the remaining policies, we are looking for volunteers:

· with skills in plumbing, glazing, carpentry etc to be nominated a village handyman upon whom residents can call to deal with emergencies in their homes
· to act as drivers for those without transport who are prepared to be called upon in emergencies
· to join a working group to draw up the Parish Emergency Plan

Please contact any Councillor or the Clerk in you are interested in helping.  

The Council will address the remaining policies over the next 12 months.

COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Once again we are grateful to our County and District Councillors for their advice, assistance and co-operation throughout the year.

Chairman’s Annual report  
Well we are half way through the four-year term of a parish council and I am pleased to record that we have made considerable progress with the Parish Plan and the Council’s own Four-year Action Plan. There are more details of these achievements later in this report.

I should also like to say how much I have enjoyed my third year as Chairman of the Parish Council and I would like to thank my fellow councillors for their confidence in re-electing me to this position. However I do feel that one should not continue holding office for too long so I hope that they will consider whether anyone else should be elected this year.

I was very sad when Teri Chance decided she could not give the time she would have liked to Council business and bravely decided that she had no option but to resign and I am very grateful for her valuable contributions while she was a councillor. She was succeeded by Pam Travers who has already influenced the way our Council works.

I had hoped that this year I would be able to report the completion of at least one of the two major projects in Redbrook. However although considerable progress has been made neither is yet complete. I live in hope and will continue to do all I can to facilitate the provision of a children’s playground and the conversion of the Little Chef site to a car park. 

The financial property of the Council continues to be assured by the action of our very able Clerk and we again achieved a clean audit for the previous years accounts. I am also pleased that given the downturn in the economy we have been able to keep the increase in the precept down to 2% despite having committed £5000 to the car park project in Redbrook.

We are continuing to liaise with Central Networks in relation to the improvement to the supply to the parish and have been able to expedite their works by helping to establish ownership of property affected by their proposals. Although it will be a couple more years before the works are complete we have already seen a considerable improvement to the supply in Clearwell. 

Finally I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow councillors for giving up their time to Parish Council business and for their help and support for me as Chairman. My thanks also go to our excellent Parish Clerk, Richard Crighton, who continues to greatly assist me by his consistent attention to detail. 
Budget 2009/10
The Parish Council, very conscious of the current financial climate, restricted the increase in the precept (which directly impacts on the Council Tax) to 2%
	2008/09 

actual
	Heading
	2009/10 budget

	14500
	Precept
	14790

	2813
	Other income
	1100

	17313
	TOTAL INCOME
	15890

	
	
	

	9781
	Administration
	10809

	0
	Properties
	0

	1868
	Highways
	2500

	4066
	Grants 
	3735

	463
	Capital expenditure
	0

	1792
	Special projects
	5000

	654
	VAT to be recovered
	0

	16
	Election expenses
	0

	
	
	

	18640
	TOTAL EXPENDITURE
	22044

	(1327)
	SURPLUS / (DEFICIT)
	(6154)


The £2500 for Highways represents the estimated cost of refurbishing the bollards around Clearwell Cross; it is not intended to undertake the work unless a significant proportion of the cost can grant funded.
The £5000 under Special Projects is a contribution pledged to the District Council to undertake the work to the Little Chef car park in Redbrook.
Deficit to be funded from accumulated reserves.

Litter and dog waste bins

We have installed three of each type of bin in the parish in response to views expressed in the Parish Plan.  There is one of each type at the following locations: the back of The Boat car park Redbrook, outside the boundary wall of Clearwell recreation ground by the entrances in Pingry Lane and by Council Villas.  We have entered into a contract for them to be emptied regularly.  There is still a problem in these areas particularly with dog owners allowing their animals to foul public spaces and there is absolutely no excuse for this unsocial behaviour to continue.  If you spot a dog walker not removing the offending material from the ground (either by using the bins or taking it home) please ring FODDC (01594 810000) and report the matter anonymously to the Street Wardens who will take action against the offender.
Trees overhanging the highway

The following information has been issued by Gloucestershire Highways. It is an offence, under the Highways Act 1980 section 154, for the owner or occupier of land to allow hedges and trees to overhang the highway in such a way as to obstruct or interfere with the safe passage of road users.  Those responsible for trees and hedges will be given 14 days to comply with a request to remove any obstruction or hazard, and if no action is taken they will be given a further 14 days before any legal action is considered.   Free advice is available from Gloucestershire Highways to ensure work carried out by landowners on trees adjacent to the highway is undertaken in a safe and responsible manner.
Second Annual Parish Walk

The second annual walk took place on a glorious spring morning in early May when about 15 councillors and members of the public (and a couple of dogs) walked the Burial Path from Coleford, through Newland to Redbrook.
Clearwell Recreation Ground
The recreation ground committee are planning to install some new equipment in the play area and also make it ‘dog-proof’ by installing a low fence around it.  With this newsletter is a questionnaire (delivered to Clearwell houses only) in which they seek your views and those of your children on the type of equipment you would like to see.  The committee are hoping that the project can be funded totally by grants from various sources.
LATE NEWS: MOTO CROSS SCHEDULED FOR CLEARWELL 23 AUGUST 2009
Parish Council meetings

All start at 1900 – you are most welcome to attend.
30 June – Redbrook Village Hall
28 July – Newland church

29 September – Clearwell Memorial Hall
The agenda for each meeting is posted on the web site 7 days before the meeting, and the minutes are usually available within a couple of days – also on the web site.
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Councillors


John James (Chairman)            (01594 837992  


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:horoligist@yahoo.co.uk" ��horoligist@yahoo.co.uk�


Terry Hale (Vice Chairman)       (01594 833508  


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:terry@terryhale.wanadoo.co.uk" ��terry@terryhale.wanadoo.co.uk�


Hannah Freeman                      (01600 719826 


E: hannahrfree@tiscali.co.uk 


Marie Griffiths                          (01600 772430 
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Howard Hancocks                     (01600 715885  


E: h.� HYPERLINK "mailto:hancockssky.com@sky.com" ��hancockssky.com@sky.com�


Louise Salter			     (01594 832203 


E: louise@stankfarmholidays.co.uk


Alan Purvis			     (01600 715620


Pam Travers			     (01594 836220


E:pampete.travers@tiscali.co.uk 


David Wheeler         		     (01600 716281  


E: � HYPERLINK "mailto:daj.wheeler@btinternet.com" ��daj.wheeler@btinternet.com�





Clerk


Richard Crighton                      (01594 836454


E: newland.pc@virgin.net














