Consortium of Wye Valley Councils meeting – 20 January 2011

Minutes 93 - 100 


 CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN LLANDOGO MILLENNIUM HALL 

ON THURSDAY 20 JANUARY 2011 AT 1930

[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the consortium]

ABBREVIATIONS

	AONB
	Wye Valley AONB
	
	MCC
	Monmouthshire County Council

	DD
	David Davies MP
	
	MCH 
	Monmouthshire County Highways

	FC(W)
	Forestry Commission (Wales)
	
	MH
	Mark Harper MP

	FODDC
	Forest of Dean District Council
	
	NPC
	Newland Parish Council

	GCC
	Gloucestershire County Council
	
	SBPC
	St Briavels Parish Council

	GCH
	Gloucestershire County Highways
	
	TCC
	Tintern Community Council

	GWAS
	Great Western Ambulance Service
	
	TUCC
	Trellech United Community Council

	HBPC
	Hewelsfield & Brockweir Parish Council
	
	WAS
	Welsh Ambulance Service

	TPC
	Tidenham Parish Council
	
	WT
	Woodland Trust

	SACC
	St Arvans Community Council
	
	
	


PRESENT

Cllrs David Wheeler (Chairman) (NPC), Bob Dagger (Vice Chairman) (TUCC), Bernard Bowshall (TPC),  Marie Griffiths (NPC), Terry Hale (NPC, FODDC, GCC), John Fox (HBPC), Howard Hancocks (NPC), Robert Williams (TCC), Janet Saunders (TCC), Alan Bolton (SACC), Carole Dawson (TPC) and two late arrivals (names not recorded).

Representing Sustrans: Gwyn Smith (Area Manager SE Wales), Rupert Crosbee (Area Manager Gloucestershire, Somerset & North Somerset)

Richard Crighton (Clerk)

93 APOLOGIES
Ashley Thomas (TUCC) 
94 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
95 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 21 OCTOBER 2010

Minutes accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

96 MATTERS ARISING


96.1 re minute 88: it was reported that MCC Conservation Manager had advised (in November) that the owner was seeking funding to effect the repairs; it was suggested that the Consortium inquire of the AONB (Overlooking The Wye) about progress.  It was understood that Ashley Thomas was aware that the Whitebrook Conservation Group may be able to help with funding.


96.2 re minute 89: it was reported that AONB had advised that acquiring UNESCO World Heritage Status provided additional protection to, but at a higher level than AONB status, potentially opened up new funding streams but imposed strict responsibilities in return.

97 SUSTRANS

97.1 OVERVIEW OF THE ROUTE BETWEEN MONMOUTH AND CHEPSTOW

1. The Monmouth Connect 2 scheme is part funded to a value of £250k which is part of a UK wide program of 79 schemes funded by a £50M National Lottery grant. Additional funding has been received via the South Wales Trunk Road Agency and the Regional Transport Plan (RTP)

2. The Monmouth project was started by a community group

3. Sustrans have no higher level of objective than that stated despite the 2 gaps in the route ie Redbrook ‘link’ and Whitebrook – Brockweir.  20 years or so ago a plan for a Chepstow – Hereford route was rejected by the AONB


97.2 MONMOUTH TO WYESHAM

1. Highway work to start in Monmouth in March 2011 then refurbish Iron bridge (LBC held)

2. Planning consent held but land not yet owned.

3. Route leads from Redbrook Road, over the Iron Bridge then via Troy Gardens and Beech Road. After crossing under the A40 the route joins the “allotments” road to finish near the old bridge. 

4. Considering doubling width of footway on up-stream side of Wye bridge in Monmouth – problem with transfer of weight of traffic


97.3 WYESHAM TO REDBROOK

1. Plans to install large kissing gate where route joins A466

2. Planning consent held but land not yet owned


97.4 REDBROOK TO WHITEBROOK

1. Looking at private road from The Boat (TUCC not aware of this) following requests from the public for access on foot, cycle, horses etc.  The road is already used by those groups though is probably not a public right of way.

2. Sustrans would look at some refurbishment of the Redbrook railway bridge

3. Route ends on a dangerous lane in Whitebrook


97.5 WHITEBROOK TO BROCKWEIR


No plans at present


97.6 BROCKWEIR TO TINTERN  (Tintern Connect 2 scheme)

1. Route: Brockweir bridge – Tintern old station – Tintern tunnel (180m long, emerges on English side) – wire works bridge – old rail track – Tintern quarry.

2. Concerns expressed about car parking in Brockweir.  Sustrans has predicted traffic volumes; will encourage cyclists not to start from Brockweir.

3. Parking available at Wyedean school outside school hours.

4. May construct zig-zag ramp and refuge to access Brockweir Bridge

5. Route being extended north from Tintern to Brockweir to link with National Cycle route from Brockweir to St Briavels (use not expected to be heavy)

6. Parking may be possible on old oil terminal site although there are plans for Affordable Housing on part of site – this is not part of Sustrans proposal.

7. No facilities (ie toilets) are planned

8. Planned route passes next to the play area at Tintern station

9. The proposed new bridge is not suitable for horses to cross the river at Tintern 

97.7 TINTERN TO CHEPSTOW

1. Route: Tintern quarry – Tidenham tunnel (1000m long) – Tidenham – National Diving Centre – existing bridge over A48 – Sedbury Lane – then parallel to main railway line – Sedbury village – Wyedean school.

2. Condition of tunnels is good: require lighting (not 24 hrs a day).  Sustrans responsible for lighting maintenance

3. Mixed use of routes in parts of South Wales creates problems.  Sustrans view is that over time any motor cycle problem reduces; there are more reported problems with horse riders. 

4. Planning consent held from FODDC, awaited from MCC.  If granted there will be no work before summer 2011 


97.8 GENERAL

1. Routes are intended for all users, but most use expected by locals rather than tourists

2. Routes are for use by any non motorised vehicle but including powered mobility scooters.  

3. Contact with and attendance by emergency services is no different to any other part of the forest (no mobile telephone reception).  First responders are being recruited.

97.9 SURFACING AND FENCING

1. Objective is low maintenance and to blend in to countryside

2. Tarmac preferred by Sustrans – long life, little maintenance

3. Monmouth – Redbrook surface not agreed (the planning application specifies a 2.5 metre wide compacted stone / dust path)

4. Tintern – Chepstow: wire works bridge – station: tarmac, remainder to be crushed stone

5. Maintenance is generally responsibility of local authorities, although Sustrans undertake maintenance on sections not maintained by LAs

6. Strong feeling expressed that the Wye Valley was becoming urbanised by tarmac surfacing

7. Risk assessment undertaken on every route re fencing

8. Fencing only installed for stock proofing and where, eg, there is a steep drop off the path

9. Old railway archaeology is preserved when possible

98 CROSS BORDER EMERGENCY LIAISON


It was reported that Great Western Ambulance Service and Welsh Ambulance Service had indicated their willingness to attend a meeting and the Clerk was asked to arrange this for late March / early April. 

99 OTHER MATTERS

It was reported that it was understood that refurbishment work on Bigsweir bridge was on schedule to be completed by the end of March 2011.

100 DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING

See minute 98.  Meeting in Tintern.

.......................................................... Chairman ......................./.........../2011
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