Consortium of Wye Valley Councils meeting – 2 July 2009

Minutes 43 - 53


CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN TINTERN VILLAGE HALL

ON 2 JULY 2009 AT 1930

[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the consortium]

ABBREVIATIONS

	AONB
	Wye Valley AONB
	
	MH
	Mark Harper MP

	DD
	David Davies MP
	
	NPC
	Newland Parish Council

	FC(W)
	Forestry Commission (Wales)
	
	SACC
	St Arvans Community Council

	FODDC
	Forest of Dean District Council
	
	SBPC
	St Briavels Parish Council

	GCC(llr)
	Gloucestershire County Council(lor)
	
	TCC
	Tintern Community Council

	GCH
	Gloucestershire County Highways
	
	TPC
	Tidenham Parish Council

	HBPC
	Hewelsfield & Brockweir Parish Council
	
	TUCC
	Trellech United Community Council

	MCC(llr)
	Monmouthshire County Council(lor)
	
	WT
	Woodland Trust

	MCH 
	Monmouthshire County Highways
	
	
	


PRESENT
David Wheeler (Chairman), Marie Griffiths (NPC), Janet Saunders (TCC), Ann Webb (MCC), Bob Dagger (TUCC)

In attendance: Richard Crighton (NPC)

43 APLOGIES
Gabriella Kirkpatrick (FODDC), Alan Bolton (SACC), Arthur Thomas (FODDC/SBPC), Tidenham PC, Robert Williams (TCC)
44 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Ann Webb declared an interest in item 46.2 and took no part in the discussion.

45 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 16 APRIL 2009

Subject to the following correction the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman:

· Minute 38, line 2, delete “Daggers” and insert “Dagger”.

46 MATTERS ARISING

46.1 re minute 33 – David Wheeler thanked Bob Dagger for chairing the meeting in his absence

46.2 re minute 37 – concern was expressed that there appeared to be no marriage of knowledge on tree                                                                                     management between the major landowners.  It was agreed that future landslips / tree falls would be logged and the consortium react when these occurred by seeking to establish the cause from the appropriate land owner.

It was agreed that the Clerk would prepare a summary of the achievements of the consortium to date for release to the press.

46.2 – it was noted that a planning application had been submitted to MCC for vehicular access into woods between Redbrook and Monmouth opposite the show ground.  The Clerk was asked to obtain details.

46.3 re minute 41.1 – it was reported that the Clerk had received no minutes from the West Midlands / Mid Wales consortium and he was asked to obtain their contact details from Andrew Blake.

47 RIVER BRIDGES
A discussion followed on the condition and ownership of the river bridges:

47.1 Old Chepstow bridge.  Condition and ownership not know.


47.2Tintern Wireworks bridge.  Responsibility understood to be that of GCC.  Repairs due at the end of 2009.


47.3 Brockweir bridge.  Responsibility understood to be that of GCC. Condition assumed safe.  Last painted                 in 2004.


47.4 Bigsweir bridge.  Responsibility understood to be that of GCC. Condition assumed safe.  Due for painting in 2010 – cost £300k.  Concern over condition of Toll House; Clerk to write to MCC asking what is being done about it.


47.5 Redbrook railway / foot bridge.  Ownership not known but possibly British Rail Land Holdings ( or similar).  Responsibility for maintenance of footway and of bridge structure not known.

The Clerk was asked to write to GCC and MCC asking, in respect of each bridge, who owns it and who is responsible for maintenance.

48 CROSS BORDER EMERGENCY SERVICES

It was agreed that it is widely accepted by residents that the emergency services’ control rooms are remote from the area and the crews have little local knowledge.  The Clerk was asked to enquire of the West Midlands / Mid Wales consortium faced the same issues.  It was suggested that the supply of an Ordnance Survey 6 figure grid reference of the location of the emergency would ease, if not solve, the problem.

It was agreed that the Emergency Planning Department of both GCC and MCC should be invited to the next meeting to discuss the problem.

49 ‘OFF ROADING’ BY MOTOR VEHICLES

Each council representative explained their position and it was accepted that currently this is not a problem.  The matter would be kept under review.

50 JAPANESE KNOTWEED

There appeared to be conflicting advice about how to eradicate the plant and dispose of any arisings.  The Clerk was asked to obtain definite information which member councils could disseminate in their area.

51 CORRESPONDENCE

Monmouth Town Council had resolved not to join the consortium.
52 PRIORITIES

It was agreed to pursue the matters discussed in minutes 47, 48 and 50.

53 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
To seek the views of individuals on cycle paths and routes in the Wye Valley.

54 NEXT MEETING

First Annual General Meeting – Thursday 8 October 2009 at 1930 in Llandogo Village Hall (to be confirmed).  If speakers from the Emergency Planning departments were attending (see minute 48) then the public would be invited.

The meeting closed at 2052. 
.......................................................... Chairman ......................./.........../2009
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