Newland Parish Council meeting – 17 May 2011
Minutes 3053 – 3081      

NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
ON 17 MAY 2011 AT 1900

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]
ABBREVIATIONS

CRGMC Clearwell Recreation Ground Management Committee  CWVC Consortium of Wye Valley Councils  FODDC  Forest of Dean District Council.  GCC/MCC Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire County Council.  

GH/MH Gloucestershire/Monmouthshire Highways GRCC Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. 
GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils SARA Severn Area Rescue Association. (WV) AONB  (Wye Valley) Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty YC Newland Youth Council 
PRESENT


Cllrs John James (Chairman), Bill Evans, Hannah Freeman, Eric Haile, Terry Hale, Alan Purvis, Louise Salter, Pam Travers & David Wheeler.   6 members of the public.

3053 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

John James was elected unopposed and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

3054 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN


Alan Purvis was elected Vice Chairman unopposed.

3055 MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE


All members completed their declarations

3056 MEMBERS REGISTERS OF INTERESTS


With the exception of Cllrs James and Hale (who will submit theirs by 2nd June) all members completed and submitted their registers

3057 APOLOGIES


County Councillor Terry Glastonbury, District Councillor Arthur Thomas
3058 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS


Cllr Hale – personal interest in minute 3066

Cllr Evans – personal interest in minute 3067
3059 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 27 APRIL 2011
Resolved that the minutes be approved; they were signed by the Chairman.
3060 MATTERS ARISING


None

3061 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


Resolved that the following appointments be made:

3061.1 Youth Council – Cllr Wheeler
3061.2 Clearwell Recreation Ground – Cllr Purvis
3061.3 Parish Plan Working Group – Cllrs Freeman & Salter
3061.4 Parish Plans Forum – Cllr James
3061.5 Parish Forums South – Cllrs Hale & Salter
3061.6 Consortium of Wye Valley Councils – Cllrs Travers & Wheeler
3061.7 Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils – Cllr Evans 

3061.8 Stowfield Quarry Liaison Group – Cllrs Evans & Purvis 

3061.9 Clearwell & Stowe Quarry Liaison Group – Cllr James (substitute Cllr Evans) 

3061.10 Coleford Area Partnership – Cllr Hale 

3061.11 Forest of Dean Health Forum – Cllr Travers 

3061.12 Wye Valley AONB – Cllrs James & Freeman 


3061.13 Edward Bell Almshouse Fund – Cllr Wheeler 

3061.14 Hall’s Charity  - Cllrs Haile & Purvis

3061.15 Bells Foundation – Cllrs Salter & Wheeler (substitute Cllr Haile) 

3062 COMMITTEES AND SUB COMMITTEES


3062.1 Resolved to continue planning sub committee as at present but with representation by a member from the area of the application(s) being considered.


3062.2 Resolved to form a working group to look at the Council’s practice and procedures. No delegated authority for decision making.  Membership open to all. Regular reports to full Council.  First meeting 31st May at 1900 – venue to be advised.
3063 BANKING ARRANGEMENTS


3063.1 Resolved to confirm Co-operative Bank plc and Standard Life Bank plc as the council’s cheque account and savings account bankers respectively.


3063.2 Council considered the safety of its funds with the two banks and was satisfied.


3063.3 Resolved to remove Marie Griffiths and Howard Hancocks as signatories to the cheque account and to add Cllrs Bill Evans and Eric Haile.  The bank mandate was completed accordingly.


3063.4 Resolved that

· The Co-operative Bank plc (“the bank”) shall continue as our bankers in accordance with our original application

· The bank shall be authorised to accept instructions (including written instructions sent by facsimile or electronic instructions through the use of digital signatures and / or identification numbers or passwords)  in connection with the account and the service, providing that the instructions are given and / or signed in accordance with the signing authority listed in the account signatories Section 6b.  Instructions shall mean: cheques, bills of exchange, promissory notes or other orders for payment drawn, made or accepted on our behalf (even if the payments cause the account to be overdrawn) and requests or instructions in writing concerning the account, our affairs or property (including the opening of new account(s), the arranging of facilities and creation of security).

· The bank shall be authorised to honour all cheques and all other documents made or accepted on our behalf even if such payment causes any account to be overdrawn or increase any existing overdraft, providing that such documents are signed in accordance with the specimen signatures shown in the account signatories Section 6b.

· The bank shall act on all specimen signatures in accordance with any instruction, notice, request or other document in writing concerning our account (including the opening of new accounts), affairs or property, as shown in the account signatories Section 6b

· The bank shall be sent a copy of any future resolutions which affect the terms of these resolutions 

· The bank shall be sent a copy of any changes in our regulations

· The bank shall be notified in writing of any change of members

· The bank shall be notified in writing of any change of official authorised to sign on our behalf

· The bank shall otherwise continue to operate our account in accordance with the business account mandate

· The bank shall be notified in writing of any overall change of control in the business

· All signatories to the account are aged 16 or over.

3064 PUBLIC QUESTIONS


3064.1 Mrs Adcock asked for, and received, confirmation that the Working Group referred to in minute 3062.2 would not replace the Parish Plan Working Group.


3064.2 Mr Jones raised several points primarily concerning Council administration.  The Clerk was asked to respond in writing and Mr Jones asked to submit any similar queries in writing.

3065 FINANCE 


3065.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Resolved that the following payment be authorised:

	Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount

£
	VAT

£
	Value of 

cheque

£
	Authority for payment

	3065.1.1
	Broker Network Ltd
	Comprehensive insurance policy annual renewal 
	562.79
	
	562.79
	LGA 1972 s.111

	3065.1.2
	Westfield Advertising Specialities Ltd
	Royal Wedding badges
	198.60
	
	198.60
	LGA 1972 s.137

	3065.1.3
	Viking Direct Ltd
	Stationary
	123.72
	24.74
	148.46
	LGA 1972 s.111

	3065.1.4
	Newland Village Room
	Room hire 26/4/11
	12.00
	
	12.00
	LGA 1972 s.144(4)

	3065.1.5
	Merlin Waste Control
	Dog waste collection
	23.76
	4.76
	28.52
	Litter Act 1983 s.5

	TOTALS
	920.87
	29.50
	950.37
	


3066 SALE OF LAND IN REDBROOK BY GCC

Resolved not to submit a tender for the purchase of the land.

3067 CLEARWELL RECREATION GROUND


A report on the Lottery bid was received.  Council was advised on the progress with the pump track.
3068 YOUTH COUNCIL


Resolved to authorise a subsidy of £7 / head subject to a maximum of 50 eligible participants in the canoeing event to be held during the week of 18th July.  Funds to come from the budget allocated to the Youth Council.

3069 PARISH PLAN


Resolved to proceed with ‘Review & Refresh’ event in Clearwell 7th – 9th July.  Clerk to arrange meeting with Working Group for 7th June – Clearwell Memorial Hall at 1930.

3070 ISSUES ARISING FROM THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING


Resolved that Council’s newsletter will be in the form of an insert in the ‘Round Up’.  Clerk to liaise with editor.

3071 THE POWER OF WELL-BEING


It was noted that following the election of 2 new Councillors, the Council was no longer eligible to use the power.  Resolved to postpone any decision on training until September.
3072 ANNUAL PARISH WALK


Resolved that Cllrs Freeman & Salter would arrange the walk for September.

3073 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Cllr Glastonbury’s report was presented; a copy is attached to the signed copy of these minutes.

3074 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

No reports

3075 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES


3075.1 FOREST OF DEAN HEALTH FORUM


Cllr Travers reported on a presentation of “Managing Memory Together”, a project in which the county is leading the field in the country. 
3076 CORRESPONDENCE REQUIRING ACTION


3076.1 GAPTC: call for resolutions for AGM 13/10/11 required by 29/7/11. None proposed

3076.2 GAPTC: Free event “The Code of Conduct and You” – FODDC Offices 13/6/10 @ 
                                       1800 – 2000. Cllrs James, Haile & Evans to attend

3076.3 GAPTC: Free course “Planning Part 2” – FODDC Offices  22/6/10 @ 1830 – 2030. 

                                       Cllrs Purvis & Travers to attend

3076.4 GCC: consultation on bus network – closes 27/6/11. Resolved that this Council, in 

                                       respect of route 707 urges the County Council not to reduce the subsidy but to

                                       explore other ways of making savings by sharing the subsidy with Monmouthshire 

                                       County Council.  Cllrs Evans, Travers and Salter to contact known users of the

                                       Service.

3077 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION ONLY


3077.1 Gloucestershire Playing Fields Association: newsletter Spring 2011

3078 PUBLIC COMMENT

3078.1 Mrs McMahon commented on how the Council was “now communicating with the public”, the fact that the council’s decision not to be involved in the Vibrant Village of the Year competition had not been minuted and that Newland had been shortlisted in that competition.

3078.2 Mr Jones commented on the fact there were still potholes requiring attention and the fact that there was a perception that the Youth Council was turning into a Youth Club.  He suggested that there were Health & Safety consideration in respect of the proposed canoeing event.









3079 MINOR MATTERS


3079.1 Cllr Wheeler raised the question of tree management in Redbrook – deferred to next meeting.


3079.2 Cllr Purvis pointed out that members are proactive in parish affairs by, for example, reporting faulty street lights, potholes etc.; he also reported that that FODDC were to install a finger post in the Little Chef car park and undertake some grounds maintenance.


3079.3 The Clerk highlighted a few administrative points for new members.


3079.4 The Chairman indicated his wish for guest speakers at some meetings, the first to be invited: FODDC Monitoring Officer.

3080 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS


June – Chief Officer GAPTC attending as guest speaker


June – newspaper contractor attending as guest speaker


July – review grant awarding policy


September – review Power of Well-Being situation


October – review purchase of flip chart easel.

3081 DATES OF FORTHCOMING MEETING
	
Date
	Time
	Meeting
	Venue
	Final date for agenda items

	31 May
	1900
	‘Practices & Procedures’ Working Group
	Newland**
	

	7 June
	1930
	Joint with Parish Plan Working Group
	Clearwell**
	

	28 June
	1900
	Parish Council
	Clearwell
	18 June

	12 July
	1800
	Youth Council
	Clearwell
	2 July

	26 July
	1900
	Parish Council
	Newland
	16 July

	13 Sept
	1800
	Youth Council
	Redbrook
	3 Sept

	27 Sept
	1900
	Parish Council
	Redbrook
	17 Sept


** venue to be confirmed

The meeting closed at 2125
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