Consortium of Wye Valley Councils meeting – 16 February 2010
Minutes 68- 81

CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN ST BRIAVELS ASSEMBLY ROOM
ON TUESDAY 16FEBRUARY 2010 AT 1930
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the consortium]

ABBREVIATIONS

	AONB
	Wye Valley AONB
	
	MH
	Mark Harper MP

	DD
	David Davies MP
	
	NPC
	Newland Parish Council

	FC(W)
	Forestry Commission (Wales)
	
	SACC
	St Arvans Community Council

	FODDC
	Forest of Dean District Council
	
	SBPC
	St Briavels Parish Council

	GCC
	Gloucestershire County Council
	
	TCC
	Tintern Community Council

	GCH
	Gloucestershire County Highways
	
	TPC
	Tidenham Parish Council

	HBPC
	Hewelsfield & Brockweir Parish Council
	
	TUCC
	Trellech United Community Council

	MCC
	Monmouthshire County Council
	
	WT
	Woodland Trust

	MCH 
	Monmouthshire County Highways
	
	
	


The Chairman began by thanking St Briavels Parish Council for hosting the meeting.

PRESENT

David Wheeler (Chairman), Janet Saunders (TCC), David Slater SBPC), Ashley Thomas (TUCC), Bob Dagger (TUCC). 
68 APOLOGIES

Terry Glastonbury (GCC), Marrilyn Smart (FODDC), Alastair Fraser (FODDC), Marie Griffiths (NPC), Tidenham PC
69 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
70 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 8 OCTOBER 2009
Minutes accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

71 MATTERS ARISING

None

72 CLOSURES OF A4136 AND A466 OVER RECENT MONTHS

It was agreed that the manner in which the closures had been managed and communication with the consortium were far from satisfactory; however, it was acknowledged that the highways authorities were aware of those shortcomings and in the interests of retaining a good working relationship with them, no further representations would be made. It was noted that there was some perceived benefit in the consortium speaking with one voice for the councils affected.
73 RIVER BRIDGES
73.1 Redbrook: it was still to be firmly established who owned the rail bridge.

73.2 Bigsweir: GCC had confirmed that the bridge would be included in regular vegetation clearance with the next one due in Spring 2010 and that subject to funding, was in the programme for painting in 2010.  Concern was expressed at the installation of a large traffic signal control box on the Gloucestershire side of the bridge and the Clerk was asked to ascertain if the necessary permission had been obtained, assuming that the bridge had Listed status, to query the colour of the new traffic signal poles (aluminium grey) and to establish that the anti-skid surface yet to be installed would be in black tarmac.
74 BIGSWEIR TOLL HOUSE
It was confirmed that the owner and the MCC Conservation Officer were in discussion about repairs.
75 WYE VALLEY AONB SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FUND

Details of this fund were available on request from the Clerk.  In addition to funding from Wales for the Monmouthshire side of the river, funding of £40k/year was available through the fund from Hereford and Gloucestershire County Councils for projects on the English side.  Projects may be suggested by groups, organisations or individuals.  It was suggested that the consortium sponsor a public meeting to raise awareness of the fund.

76 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 2 FEBRUARY 2010
Minutes accepted as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

77 ISSUES ARISING

The consensus opinion was that there was no problem with cross border liaison with the police and fire services and that the problem lay with the Welsh Ambulance Service and the Great Western Ambulance Trust.  The Clerk was asked to arrange a meeting with these two organisations.

78 CORRESPONDENCE
None

79 MINOR MATTERS
It was noted that a planning application had been submitted to MCC for additional remedial work in Tintern which would require the partial closure of the A466.

80 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
Grit bins

81 DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING
Provisionally 1 June 2010 in St Arvans at 1930 (all to be confirmed).

The meeting closed at 2105
.......................................................... Chairman ......................./.........../2009
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