                                                                                      Consortium of Wye Valley Council meeting – 16 April 2009
Minutes 33 - 42

CONSORTIUM OF WYE VALLEY COUNCILS
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD IN REDBROOK VILLAGE HALL 
ON 16 APRIL 2009 AT 1930
[NB These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council]

ABBREVIATIONS
	AONB
	Wye Valley AONB
	
	MH
	Mark Harper MP

	CTC
	Chepstow Town Council
	
	MTC
	Monmouth Town Council

	DD
	David Davies MP
	
	NPC
	Newland Parish Council

	FC(W)
	Forestry Commission (Wales)
	
	SACC
	St Arvans Community Council

	FODDC
	Forest of Dean District Council
	
	SBPC
	St Briavels Parish Council

	GCC(llr)
	Gloucestershire County Council(lor)
	
	TCC
	Tintern Community Council

	GCH
	Gloucestershire County Highways
	
	TPC
	Tidenham Parish Council

	HBPC
	Hewelsfield & Brockweir Parish Council
	
	TUCC
	Trellech United Community Council

	MCC(llr)
	Monmouthshire County Council(lor)
	
	WT
	Woodland Trust

	MCH 
	Monmouthshire County Highways
	
	
	


PRESENT
Bob Dagger (TUCC) (Chairman), Ashley Thomas (TUCC), Marie Griffiths (NPC), Janet Saunders (TCC), Alan Bolton (SACC), Richard Gable (FCW), Julie Jenkins (WT),  Andrew Blake (AONB), Grove Risbey (MCH), Jonathan Merrick (GCH)
In attendance: Richard Crighton (Clerk NPC)
33 APOLOGIES

Bill Evans (GCCllr), David Wheeler (NPC), Terry Hale (NPC/FODDCllr), Gabriella Kirkpatrick (FODDCllr), Robert Williams (TCC), Neil Maxfield (GCH)
34 DECLARATION OF INTEREST


None

35 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 12 MARCH 2009

The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.
36 MATTERS ARISING


Re minute 23.6: it was reported that still very few councils had forwarded contact names to the Clerk. 

Re minute 23.12: it was reported that GCH had provided a summary of the liability of owners of trees adjacent to highways and this had been disseminated to members for inclusion in their newsletter.
37 DISCUSSION ON LANDSLIPS ON A466 BETWEEN CHEPSTOW AND MONMOUTH


Jonathan Merrick (Geotechnical Engineer GCH) explained the various observations made during the studies of landslips near Causeway grove and Bigsweir bridge:
· Slips fall into two categories (a) soil grade slips and (b) rock falls
· Rock strata slopes down towards the east, thus east facing slopes are generally more prone to rock slides than west facing slopes (on the English side) 
· Greatest risk of slips is in steepest cut areas where the rock structure is exposed in the slope face.
· Trees planted on shallow soil are normally unable to penetrate the rock to produce tap roots and the roots  become radial

· Roots can enter cracks in the rock and a subsequent leaning of the tree can lever the rock out

· Where weathered rock / colluvial soils form a cover to the rock mass, these may be susceptible to seasonal movement especially if the slope is vegetated.  ‘Shrink and Swell’ responses to moisture changes may result in a net valleyward creep movement of these soils.
· Regular inspection – visual or with instruments left on site – can record movement and highlight potential slip mechanisms
· Bigsweir site well known; geology is similar within a few hundred metres either side

· Causeway Grove – removal / felling of trees preceded the slip events and possibly exacerbated the risk of soil slips on the over steep cut.
· Better tree management would reduce risk

· Redbrook – Bigsweir: Regular detailed and ‘drive through’ inspections are in place
· Frequency of inspection and monitoring governed by observed changes

· A466 has probably been widened over many years and could be underlain by ‘made ground’ (tipped cut spoil) comprising a mixture of fine grade materials eg sand, clay which are susceptible to changes in moisture content (as above).  Seasonal movement may have caused the observed cracking on the river side of the road.
A general discussion followed.

Julie Jenkins advised that the WT owns 3 blocks of land between Redbrook and Bigsweir (none on the 
Welsh side) and a thinning programme had been severely curtailed by weather over the past 2 years.  Bi-annual inspections are undertaken to a depth back from the road of the height of the trees with the last inspection on 9 July 2008.

Richard Gable concurred and said that the trees were inspected primarily for the health of the trees although they were also checked for signs of leaning.  Trees which were felled had the roots / stump left in place to aid stability of the bank and were replaced to maintain the forest density.

Jonathan Merrick commented that many of the stumps left after felling at Causeway Grove suggested that the trees had been almost horizontal.  He felt that on steep slopes trees should be considered for felling when they were leaning, even if they were healthy.

Ashley Thomas pointed out that in the coniferous areas there ware many scattered boulders and that lack of tree management can cause trees to fall an initiate boulder falls.

Andrew Blake asked if a comprehensive survey of the whole area could be undertaken but it was agreed that it probably would not reveal much useful information.

Richard Gable advised that the slide at Tintern had revealed old quarry workings and suggested that historic information (old OS, tithe and mines maps) would be useful.  Work was underway by Halcrow to stabilise the land and should be completed by July 2009.

Jonathan Merrick said that the experience of past slips would be useful in dealing with future slips with a possible consequential saving in time to resolve them.

It was agreed that GCH and MCH would welcome advice from anyone who noticed any new water egress, rock falls, leaning trees, soil disturbance or any change in the landscape which might indicate a potential problem.

The possibility of a public leaflet being produced by GCH/MCH explaining the problems and signs to look for was suggested.
38 CONSTITUTION AND TERMS OF REFERENCE

The third draft of these documents had been previously circulated and there were no changes suggested.  It was proposed by Bob Daggers and resolved unanimously to adopt the Constitution and Terms of Reference as drafted.  A copy would be issued to all member councils.
39 CORRESPONDENCE

St Briavels Parish Council had formally accepted the invitation to join the consortium.


Tintern Community Council had formally accepted the invitation to join the consortium.

Chepstow Town Council had resolved not to join the consortium.

40 IDENTIFICATION OF PRIORITY AREAS FOR CONSIDERATION

It was agreed to concentrate on:

· River bridges

· Cross border emergency services

· The problem of off-roading by motor vehicles
· Japanese Knotweed

In respect of these members would consider what action to take and discuss at the next meeting.  As 
far as Japanese Knotweed was concerned it was agreed that this would be a educational exercise advising residents of the signs to look for and ways of eradicating the plant.

The remaining areas (as detailed in minute 30 of the meeting of 12 March 2009) would remain ‘on the table’.

41 MINOR MATTERS

41.1 Andrew Blake advised of the existence of a cross border consortium of councils in the West Midland / Mid Wales and it was agreed to exchange minutes to benefit from the other group’s experiences.

41.2 It was stressed that the success of the consortium relied very heavily on the support and commitment of each member council.
42 NEXT MEETING

Thursday 2 July, provisionally in Tintern, at 1930.

Member councils were asked to advise the Clerk of the dates of their meetings so that, where possible,  there could be co-ordination between them and the meetings of the consortium.
The meeting closed at 2125






………………………………………………… Chairman……………/…  /2009
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